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BEFORE THE INDIAN CLAIMS COMMISSION

THE YAKIMA TRIBE,
Petitioners
Docket No. 161
V.
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Defendant,

THE CONFEDERATED TRIBES OF THE
Colville RESERVATION et al.,

Wt N S N g et St Nt S st il gl

Intervenor,

THE CONFEDERATED TRIBES OF THE
COLVILLE RESERVATION AS THE
Representatives of the Palouse Band,
et al.,

Docket No. 222

THE CONFEDERATED TRIBES OF THE
COLVILLE RESERVATION as the
Representatives of the Moses Band
et al,,

Docket No. 224
Petitioners,
v,

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

N s’ Nt N i Nl Ve g up? Vs s

Defendant

OBJECTION TO THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE MASS MEET-
ING HELDANDCONDUCTED ON NOVEMBER 14, 1964,
AT NESPELEM, WASHINGTON, PURSUANT TO A NOTICE
BY THE COLVILLE TRIFALZOUNCIL FOR THE PURPOSE
OF APPROVING OR REJECTING A PROPOSED COMPRO-
MISE SETTLEMENT OF THE CLAIMS INVOLVED IN
Dockets Nos. 161,222 and 224.



The Colville Indian Association is organized and existing
under and by virtue of the Laws of the State of Washington, which
Association, in this petition, represents the opinion of a vast major-
ity of the enrolled members of the Confederated Tribes of the Colville
Reservation.,

The so-called "Colville Reservation" is not a closed reser-
vation, in 1892 the north-half of which was opened to settlement and
entry, and in 1906 the south-half was likewise opened to settlement
and entry. The so-called "Colville Reservation” is checkered with
Indian and non-Indian residents. There are nowmany times the num-
ber of non-Indians living within the boundaries of the former closed
Colville Indian Reservation than there are Indians.

There are now only 25% of the Indian population living with-
in the diminished boundaries of the former closed "Colville Indian
Reservation", the other 75% of the Indian population are living off the
diminished Reservation, scattered in at least 35 different states.

The largest Indian population within the diminished Reserva-
tion live in and about the village of Nespelem, which population in-
cludes Indian Bureau employees, and which Indian population is
generally referred to as the Tribal Council "Clique", who can readi-
ly be summoned to meetings and support matters which the Tribal
Council dictates, while members notliving at or near Nespelem, but
long distances from Nespelem find it difficult and times impossible
to attend such meetings, such was the situation which confronted the
November 14th meeting wherein the Indians were hampered both by
short notice and the seasons first snow fall. QOut of the 107 members
who voted for the Resolution consisted mostly of the so~called "Tri-
bal Council Clique", which situation is one of the reasons why Mr.
Lyle Keith and the Tribal Council did not want to risk giving the mem-
bers an ample opportunity to study and consider the matter. So the
meeting was rushed and stampeded through, disregarding all usual
parliamentary procedure. We asked for a delay and that there should
be a ballot vote by mail sothat all of the members be given an oppor-
tunity to study and consider the matter, but such request was met
with Mr. Lyle Keith's rude treatment in a most derisive manner, a
Kangaroo style with loud shouting causing a very disgraceful and
unfitting performance in a gathering which was supposed to give each
respectable and serious minded citizen an opportunity to be heard
without being belittled and jeered. when it became apparent that a
vote was going to be forced on a resolution approving the stipulated
agreement, in spite of our plea to have the question put to a mailing



vote, Mrs. Mary Hall wong, an enrolled Indian, made a motion to
table the resolution. Mrs. Helen Toulou, also an enrolled Indian,
secohded the tabling motion. In the face of'all this & \wote was forced
on the aforementioned resolution without the tabling motion either
being voted on or withdrawn by the person making the motion,

We object to the proceedings and the result of a "standing
vote" by a group which consisted of a small part of the enrolled mem-
bers (most of whom live in and about Nespelem) of the Confederated
Tribes of the Colville Indian Reservation, which group also included
minors who were counted as voting, which meeting was called by the
Colville Tribal Council at the request of the Claims Attorneys and
Mr. Lyle Keith who claims to represent the said Tribes and who we
assert has not been legally selected by said Tribes, but has wrong-
fully injected himself into said position and is being paid from the
Tribes' funds, also the said Lyle Keith was in complete charge and
manipulated, conducted and dictated all procedures of the said meet-
ing, on November 14, 1964.

We respectfully ask that the proceedings of the said meet~
ing held at Nespelem, Washington, on November 14, 1964, be con-
sidered null and void and of no effect, for the reasons and on the
following grounds:

1. Thatthere was and has been no attempt to make
it clear by illustrations, diagrams, maps or legal
descriptions as to exactly what landis in question;
nor have any of the enrolled Indians been given
copies, for study, of the said Dockets 161, 222
and 224 which purportedly set forth overlapping
claims,

2. Thatnotice of said meeting was inadequate be-
cause it did not give proper notice to all the en-
rolled and voting members of the said Tribes.

3. That a majority of the membership, nor a sub-
stantial number of the voting members of the said
Tribes, did not vote nor were given the opportun-
ity to vote for the aprproval or disapprcval of the
Resolution submittad {or & vcte or approval cf said
stipulation of settlem=nt.

4, That outof 2200 members eligible tovote, only



124 votes were cast from those present at said
meeting, and the eligibility of some of said 124
votes should be questioned.

5. Thatthe said124 members who voted, 107 voted
for approval and 17 adults voted against approval.

6. That the proceedings of said meeting were con-
ducted and stampeded through by those in charge
of said meeting in such a manner so that the major-
ity of the Indians present did not know or under-
stand what they were voting for.

7. That the said Resolution, as printed and set
forth in the December 1964 issue of The Tribal
Tribune (official organ of the Colville Tribal Coun-
cil) and pretended to have been duly and officially
adopted at the said November 14th meeting, a copy
of which was not furnished the members prior to,
or at the said meeting for study and discussion.

8. Thatthe antiquated "Standing vote", which an-
tiquated way of voting is always insisted upon by
the Tribal Council so that they (the members of the
Council) may know how each individual voted,
there were no deviations from such practice at the
meeting on November 14, 1964, Certain members

of the Tribes who are timid and may have matters
pending for decision by the Tribal Council, and be-
cause of their fear of reprisal they votéd for the
Resolution, but they did not know what they were
voting for, but they voted because of certain mem-
bers of the Tribal Council had motioned for them to
stand up and vote for the Resolution, and so they
did.

9. Thatthe tabling motion was ignored even though
said motion was made in accordance with parlia-
mentary procedures which would be considered
reasonable under any meeting purporting to have
any semblance of democratic purpose.



10. Thatthe Claims Attorneys, including Mr. Lyle
Keith, pleaded with the Indians to accept the pro-
posed compromise settlement for the reason, among
other things, thatit may take 10 years or longer to
proceed with the cases pursuant to the orderly In-
dian Claims Commission procedure, and thatby the
proposed compromise settlement, the amount of the
award would promptly or within a reasonable time
be paid and covered into the Treasury of the United
States, drawing interest at the rate of 4% per an-
num.

11, That the Claims Attorneys, including Mr, Lyle

Keith, did not correctly, or failed to inform the
Indians that the Attorneys' share of the award will
be paid to them as soon as the final determination
or judgment is by the Indian Claims Commission
rendered and the amount of the award is appropri-
ated by the Congress, covered into the Treasury
of the United States, and the amount of the attor-
ney fees having been declared to be due the attor-
neys, which attorney fees will be deducted from
the amount of the award and promptly paid to the
Claims Attorneys, which attorneys’ share of the
award will notremain inthe Treassuryuntil the con—
troversy between the Yakimas and the Colvilles
has been settled,

12, That it would seem to us that the Claims At-
torneys and the Tribal Council, including Mr. Lyle
Keith, are employing such scarecrow utterances
and tactics in their fervent anxiety to convince
the Indians that if such a compromise settlement
is not nowagreed to, it will cause serious delays,
perhaps 10 years or more,

13. That we do not now, challenge Mr. Lyle
Keith's authority to represent the Colvilles as one
of the attorneys of the Claims attorneys, but we
now, andhave for many vears charged and asserted
that he is not a legally selected attorney for the
Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation,



We also believe that if the said Tribes would have
had an attorney of their own selection and who
would honestlyrepresent them, among other things
he would have informed them that the Claims Attor-
ney fees will be paid soon after the final determin-
ation or judgment has been rendered and appropri-
ated by the Congress.

14. Thatif the said meeting held on November 14,

1964, was a duly called "General Council"”, which
they (the Claims Attorneys, the Tribal Council and
Mr. Lyle Keith) may now claim, why then cannot
the Tribal Council call "General Council” meetings
for the purpose of submittingto the members impor-
tant matters affecting all the members of the Tribes,
such as the question of "Termination", the ques-
tion of amending the present archaic and obsolete
constitution of the Tribes, the question of expend-
ing large sums of money belonging to the Tribes for
unnecessary junkets and investigations concerning
questionable and worthless projects, etc. ?

BY REASON OF THE FOREGOING, we respectfully ask that
the proceedings of said meeting held on November 14, 1964, be re-
voked and that before any such proposed compromise settlement be
submitted to the adults of the Confederated Tribes of the Colville
Reservation for consideration and vote, the following actions be
taken:

1. That after sufficient time has been given for
the purpose of studying said petitions contained
in Dockets No. 161, 222, and 224, then if the
Colville Indians desire the Claims Attorneys to
affect an agreement for settlement, that said agree~
ment shall include an agreement between the Yaki-
mas and Colvilles.

2. That the price per acre be increased from $.50
per acre to a more realistic value,

3. That a copy of the proposed Findings of Fact
by the Indian Clzims Commission, and a copy of
the proposed Final Determination or Judgment by
the Indian Claims Commission, be furnished each
enrolled member.



4, That all of the enrolled members of said Con-
federated Tribes are inagreement, including mem-
bers of the Tribal Council, that such an award or
the judgment fund should be distributed per capita,
which expression of the members of the Tribes was
demonstrated by a unanimous vote (including the
members of the Tribal Council) at a mass meeting
recently held when more than 300 members partici-
pated, likewise at field hearings held recently in
the State of Washington by the Senate Subcommittee
on Indian Affairs, the witnesses who testified for
and on behalf of the Tribes, before said Subcom-
mittee made similar request that moneys derived
from judgments should not be covered into the
Treasury of the United States, to be distributed by
the Tribal Council with the approval of the Secre-
tary for questionable projects and for any other pur-
poses which the Tribal Council may invent for its
contrivance and expediency. Therefore werespect-
fully ask that a provision be made a part of the
determination or judgment, that the award be dis-
tributed per capita.

5. That the Confederated Tribes of the Colville
Reservation be now fully informed and advised as
to the present status of their claim forthe damages
to their fishingrights on the Columbia River, which
damages were caused by reason of the construc-
tion of the Grand Coulee Dam, which{ishing rights
were comparable in value to that of the fishing
rights on the Columbia River, at CeliloFalls, near
the city of The Dalles, Oregon, which fishing
rights were damaged and destroyed by the con-
struction of "The Dalles Dam", for which the In-
dians were compensated and awarded many millions
of dollars.

6. That after the above requests have been com-
plied with, we respectfully pray that a reasonable
time be given for a vote, by ballot, by mail, as to



whether or not a proposed compromise settlement
be formally drawn up and be formally approved or
rejected by a majority of the voting members of the

Tribes.
Respectfully Submitted,
COLVILLE INDIAN ASSOCIATION

BY: (SIGNED) THOMAS E. EDWARDS

Thomas E. Edwards,
President and Trustee

(SIGUED) HORMA K. INKS

Norma K. Inks,
Vice President and Trustee

(SIGNED) VIOLET ASSING

Violet Assing,
Secretary and Trustee

(SIGNED) MARY H. WONG

Mary H. Wong,
Treasurer and Trustee

(SIGNED) ALYCE P. HALLENIUS

Alyce P. Hallenius,
Trustee

(SIGNED) ~LBERT 4. GRORUD
Albert A. Grorud, Attorney for the
Colville Indian Association

= s e wmr wm am e s

ES T sz ososaslz=TTSsSS=8s S =zSsSSs=z==== =

CERTIFICATION

I, Thomas E. Edwards, duly elected President of the COLVILLE INDI.N /SSOCL.TION,
certify that the above petition was on March 4, 1965, filed with the Indian Claims
Commission and the Department of Justice and hearing for this petition was set for
March 15t before the Indian Claims Commission in Vashingten, D.C..

COLVILLE InDL.R ASSOCL.TION
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Thomas E. Edwards, President



NEWS RELEASE -- May 6, 1964 -- COLVILID T.?\‘T‘u,h ABGOCIATION (Tacoma)
The complete Printed Ilcarings on the bills §,1442 and 5.1169 are now available nt
no charge through Senator Henry M. Jackson's Office.

You may obtain a copy by writing to: Hon. Henry M. Jackson, Chairman
Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs
U.S. Senate, Washington D.C.

You should ask for a copy of: The printed Hearings on the Colville
Indian Legislation (S.1442 & S.1169)
which were held October 24, 25, and
26, 1963 in the State of Washington.

The printed hearings is a document about three quarters of an inch thick. Thisdocu-
ment contains all the testimony of the Indian people who either came to the hearings
or submitted written statements. The documented testimony clearly shows that the
Indians want to end Bureau Control over their Indian estate being held in Trust by
the U.S. Government and that the Indian people want their equity from their Indian
estate and not some Bureau conceived plan which will keep them from receiving their
equity. The document also reflects the majority opinion that they want their judg-
ment money aiready awarded by settled claims against the U.S. Government to be
distributed by per capita as provided by S.1169, a bill implemented by the Colville
Indian Association and opposed by the Bureau of Indian Affairs.

Thus far the Bureau, through its supervised fourteenman tribal entity, the Business
Council, has implemented its plan to perpetuate an entity known as a tribe which
will control the Indian estate. The Bureau plan is contained in the bill S.1442.

Unless the Indians are able to muster the much needed support of his fellow citizens,
he will be unable to head off the Pureau'sblind, idiotic policy of trying to mold peo-
ple of Indian ancestry into a tribal entity for perpetuation into eternity. It i§ hope-
less to think the Burecau will ever consider that the Indian just might want to be an
individual like anybody else.

The Colvilles will be deprived of inheriting their rightful share of their Indian estate
{held from them so many years already) if they are unable to stop S.1442. The only
bill before Congress that will give the Colvilles what they want is H.R. 4918, a
bill sponsored by the Colville Indian Association.

In order to get a better understanding of what the Colvilles want, it is recommended
that interested persons obtain a copy of the Printed Hearing Document and read the
statement of Mr. Thomas E. Edwards, Trustee of the Colville Indian Association,
which appears on page 253. His statement summarizes &nd embodies the Colville's
whole case and solutionto their problem inflicted onthem by the Federal Policy, "a
policy for persons of Indian Ancestry, " which is being implemented thru the Bureau.

Interested percons who are sympathetic tothe desires of the Colville Indians are urged
towrite Jetters to their Congressmenand Senators of their State and urge their legislators
todafoal 8. 1442 andtodo allthat is possibleto insure enactment of the Colville Indian
Aezociation biils, H.R. 4918 and S.1169 or identical legislation.

W gres Ffu lF //j

Mis. Ma*y’fIali Wong, Chairman

Tacoma Chapter,Colville Indian Association
1616 East 30th Street

Tacoma, Washington 98404




RELEASED BY: The COLVILLE INDIAN ASSCCIATION ———NOVEMBER 27, 1964
SUBJECT: Mass Meeting of the Colville Indians, Called by the Colville
Business Council, November 14, 1964, at Nespelem, Washington.

Once again the right of the individual enrolled Indian of the Colville Indian Reserva-
tion to take part in decisions affecting his affairs has been openly disregarded by the
Tribal Business Council. In their latest attempt to see that things go their way, the
Business Council has denied each enrolled Indian the right to voice his approval or
disapproval of a settlement drawn up by the Claims Attorneys, by refusing to put the
question on a mail-in ballot. Close examination of the "settlement" shows that the
Colville Indians again are picking up the tab for prosecuting claims which concern
them only incidentally, and in this partidular cace (claims under Docket Nos. 161,
222 and 224) claims which may never be paid, even if awarded.

One thing is certain, the Claims Attorneys will be paid, if and when the judgment is
awarded---but the Colville Indians will not recejve any payment until a further agree-
ment is reached with the Tribes of the Yakima Reservation. There is no evidence that
any such agreement can be definitely counted upon.

At the meeting it was pointed out that the so-called stipulation agreement could be
considered to be an outtof-court agreement which would close the door to appealing
the decision of the Indian Claims Court, if there is any such thing as appealing an
Indian Claims Caurt decision. If accepted, the proposed stipulation agreement sets
forth that the Colvilles agree with the Yakimas to have land which was lost in our
early history settled for 50 cents an acre, without consideration of lost use of the
land in question, or the lost use of the dollar value of the land in question from the
date of the loss to the present time. Further, the stipulation agreement asks the
Colvilles not to try to decide on the allocation of the award between the Colville
Confederated Tribes and the Tribes of the Yakima Reservation until the total award is
made jointly. Another way to look at this stipulation agreement is that it allows an
award to be made so that the Claims Attorneys can first get paid then the Yakima In-
dians and the Colville Indians must decide who gets what, a decision which is not
so simple as it appears on the surface.

Representatives of the Colville Indian Association and others present at the November
14, 19€4, "mass" meeting requested that all adult eligible voters be given an oppor-
tunity to cast a ballot by masl in deciding whether to accept or reject the aforemen-~
tioned settlement stipulations. It was pointed cut by the Colville Indian Association
that only a small percentage of the adult population was present--about 5%--and that
many Colville Indians living in some 35 states were juet as interested and just as -
concerned with tribal affairs as those living on and around the reservation. Balloting
by mail would assure an accurate vote and a fair one which was not the case with the
traditional and questionable "stancing vote" which took place on November 14, 1964,
This haphazard method of voting ard the results of same were brought into sharp focus
when some persons were overheard to admit that they did not know what they were
voting for but that their councilmen hed 1actioned for them to stand and that's what
they were doing.

The Business Council refused to consider ballcting the entire adult membership. Mr.
Steve Cleveland, a former councilman, siated that it was too bad that people lived so
far away but that he felt all wers given ample notice and would have been in attend-
ence if interested. In further rejecting the halloting by mail pgropesal, Mr. Pascal
Sherman stated that the Colvilles must reach a decision in a mennar which would be
agraeable with the Indian Claims Commissicn--intim=ting that tha Indiar Claims



STATEMENT OF Mr. THOMAS EDWARDS, PRESIDENT
EOLVILLE INDIAN ASS50CIATION
GIVEN AT A TRIBAL MEETING CALLED BY THE BUSINESS COUNCIL
AT NESPELEM, WASHINGTON * NOVEMBER 14, 1964

I am Thomas Edwards, the President of the COLVILLE INDIAN ASSOCIATION. I want
to tell you what the Asscciation is. The ASSCCIATION is organized for the
sole purpose of protecting the rights and interests of the individual Colville
Indians., The ASSOCIATION is doing all it can to see to it that each Colville
Indian is trested equally and equitably, under any proposed legislation con-
cerning Indians enrolled on the Colville Indian Reservation.

The Reservation is held in trust for us, the heirs of the Indians of the Col-
ville Indian Reservation., The COLVILLE INDIAN ASSOCIATION recognizes thnt

gach one of us has an equity in all of tbe assets of the umzllctted portion of
the Colville Indian Reservation and ellotmerts held in the n=me of the Tolville
Confederated Tribes. Under the present trust set-up we do not have oy eco-
nomic bargaining power es a result of our squily in the Reserveticn, Fur ex-
ample, if one of us wanted to go into business or btuy a new hume we could not
sell our eguity nor could we go to the bank and borrow money on our eguity,
which would make it possible for us to implement our persnnal plens. In fact,
legally we could be or might even be prevented from using DUT Dwn TESCUTCES
which are completely outside of our Reservation. What do I mean whan I say

"we could be or might be prevented from dolrng what we wanted to do?" UWell,

in order to answer this guestion, I will first ask two other guesiions and

will attempt to answer these., UWes have all been told from the time that we were
born, that we are wards of the Goverrnmant, &nd the Secretary of Interiocr is our
legal guardian., What does it mean, "the Secretery of Interior is our legal
guardian" and "we are wards of the Government"? I will tell you what I think
it means.

It means that as long as you and I have a guardian, then no matter what our
age is, we are as minors before the eyes aof the law. In other wnrds, &s lang
as you and I have =2 guardian, we do not reasch legal maturity and, therefore,
we cannot be legelly responsible. We cannot legslly enter into any contracts
such as, for example, buying & car on ingstallments; nor can we legally make
any legally bindino agreements like any cther adult. If we have a legasl guer-
dian, then to be legally proper all that we do is subject to the approvel of
our guardian who is legally responsible for us @s our guardian. Althuouph I
can, almost with certainty, say that none of us has been feced with tnese
problems, I will or the other hand say, these laws are on the books and can

be used at any time against us, just like the so-called Indian liunor law, re-
pealed in 1956, was used ard arbitrarily enforced agsinst members of our race
by establishments that did not like Incdiars. 1n short, there are laws on the
books which would 8llow us Indians to be legelly discrimincted against based
on race and law.

The COLVILLE INDIAN ASSOCIATION is working toward the soluticn of bath the
problem of legal discrimination and the prublen of cwners equity without bar-
gaining power of the eguity. We are doing this by implementing and supporting
legislation which will prevent legel discrimination and which will provide the
highest cash value ar title to eesch Colville Indian for his eguity in his
Reservation held in trust. We know it is right that each Colville should have
the econcmic bergaining power which goes with ownership of his eguity in his
Reservation.

The ASSOCIAITON's identical bills H.R., 4918 and H.R. 12072 introduced in the
88th Congress were proposed for the purpose of solving the two problems which
I have just menticned.

THE ASSOCIATION h=zs brought over here tudesy copies of its correspondence with

the Congress of the United States end thzy are aveilable for your informsztion,
The information is for you to take, to rezd, and to keep.



W Ou =hould take special note of the letter, CIA-1964-0023, from Congress-
s an p1aley to the ASSOCIATICON, and note that Congressman Haley =aid that
g he ASS0CIATION's letter outlining its cbjortions to the provisions of the

mencded bill S1442 was exactly what hew rtod to hear. You will reote that
= ong X" Eessman Haley did not threaten ﬂg,k'if vou do not take the amendazd
g i1l 51442 you will get nothing," yet this is wiict the Council has been
& Tyi 78 to tell us. VYou must read Haley's lstter for yourself and know he
5 s not threatening us. Congress will listen to what we want.

g y©ould have been glad to mail the information to all of you if we had
(—sad the funds to do so, but as you all know, we do net have tribal funds
~avai 1 @ble as does the Council. The COLVILLE INDIAN ASSTCLATION does have
=an i rformation mailing service which is available, bui it is limited to
ASSp CIATION members who contribute to the mailing service fund. The mail-
5 ng service fund is designed to be self fimancing. I think you will un-
—ers tand that the ASSOCIATION must furnish informatian first of all to

5 tg members who are the ones who are financing the fight for the rights
=nd i nterests of the individual Colville Indians.

-§ he Anformation distributed here today will show you how much work is being
cione by the ASSOCIATION to protect the rights and interests of each Col-
wsill e Indian. One of the things the materizl distributed today does is to
LancoVVET the truth sbout the Klamath Indiens in Oregon who actually were
segregated by their terminstion Act into two groups which were both dealt
with 80 unjustly that both groups are now involved in court action against

+the United States Government fur losses as a result of the Klamath Termin-
atiomn Act.

Read this material and do your own research to see for yourself what hap-
pened to the Klamath Indians who had an Act like the amended bill S14L2.

In an effort to provide you with a means to protect your individual rights

and interests the proposed AGENDA which each of you have was distributed
to you today.

In "Exhibit A" of the AGENDA there is offered s resoclution for your approv-
al which would, if the legislation it cells for were passed by the Congress,
pay UsS L¥% on the "lost use" of either the lost asset or the dollar value
of the "lost asset", which the Indian Claims Court recognized as being an
Indian loss. Do you know what this would amount to on each $350 per capite
which was distributed? At 4} per cent interest compounded quarterly, if the
loss occurred one hundred years ago, would be a factcr of 88 or $30,450.00
jnterest for each person who has already received the $350 principal in
their $350 per capita payment. I know of no other group of people who would
have stood as long and as quietly as we have up to this date.

For your information the COLVILLE INDIAN ASSOCIATION will not disclose to
the Council who the Indians are that make up the membership of the
ASSOCIATION as long as the Council has the suthority te interfere in your
affairs such as red-tape and disapproving of such things as the renting and
the selling of your allotments. The Council wants to know which one of you

are ASSOCIATION members, but we will not give you away and put you at the
mercy of the Council,

Thomas E. Edwavrds, President
COLVILLE INDIAN ASSOCIATION




__c I A Colville Indian Association =

Incorporated Under the Lawes of the State of Washington

F'RESIVENT
THOMAS £ EDWARUS
4110 WHITMAN AVF, APT B
SEATTLE. WASHINGTON

VICE - FRESIDENT

NORMA iINKS
GREFNACRES, WASHINGTON

COLVILLE INDIAN ASSOCIATION-————— KELLER, WHSHINGTON SECRETARY

VIOLET ASSING
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TREASURER
MARY WONG
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The Colville Indian Association conducteo its S
ALYCE P. HALLENIUS

annual election meeting at Keller, Washington on R AW A BTTIRETOT
: e .\ 4o GENIFRAL ATTORNFY
duly 17, 1965. All of the incumbent trustees were T e T
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re-elected to the board of trusiees. The hoard WASHINGTOM 2 O C

then promptly re-elected all ths officers to their
former positions.

“homns E. Edwards, President
Ssactle, Washington

Norme K. Iniks, \ice-presioent
Greenaccees, Washington

Violet mssing, Secretary
Spokane, blashington

Mary Hall lleng, Treasurer
Tacoma, Washington

Alyce P. Hallenius, Trustee

Omak, Washingtan
The membership also elected Helen Toulou (Kewa, Wash.), and Florence
Quill (Seattle) as Ambassadors-at-Large.

The main business of the meeting was discussion of legislation
concerning the termination of federal supervision over the Colville
Reservation, which is presently pending before the Congress. Thomas E.
Edwards, presicent discussed the provisions of the legislation and the
Association reaffirmed their full support to the bill H.R. 6331 which is

sponsored by the Colville Indian Association.

Thomas E. Edwards, President
COLVILLE InDIAN ASSUCIATION

951 North 42nd Street (Apt 306)
Seattle, Weshington; 98103

ME 3-1034 or 655-0405
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HEWS RELE,SE AUgUSt 2, 1965 VICE- BRI SIDENT
NORMA INKS
GRFIHACKES WASHINCTON
The language on the ballot "Wwhat is your opinion of the proposed eontract"-—-~which - (ST
is being circulated by Mr. Oliver Pooler; Chairman, Legislative Committec; Colville Business B 1 AV
SUOKANE WASHHNGTON
Council-—relegates it to the category of an opinion poll. Properly the so-called ballot Sl
should have been entitled "Opinion Poll" rather than "Secret Ballot Vote, A
hlthough the opinion poll, as such, cannot be binding upon either the council or 'Ru;:;:”“‘ My
those filling out the poll; it will, depending on its outcome, no doubt be used to show ALYCE ROHALLENS
official approval or disaproval. B GENTRAL ATTORNFY
R A : : ALBERT A GRORUD
An attorney contract, like a termination act, cannot and will not protect the interests G SinnE. N

of the individual Indian heirs in their Indian estate, being held in trust for them by their
guardian, the Federal Government, except to the extent they are spelled out in the legal language of the contract or
termination act.

The remarks contained herein are not meant to be derogatory, but simply to point out the facts. Just as we
can expect the Secretary of the Interior to carry out a termination /ct to the letter of the law, as defined in the
fict, we ean expect no more or less than for an attorney to simply carry out his duties to the extent that they are
defined in his contract.

The proposed attorney contract is essentially nc different than contracts of the past. These contracts do not
make it incumbent upon the attorney to be responsible for the protection of the individual's equity in the Indian
estate from losses which occur from the actions of the fourteen-man Colville Business Council. These contracts simply
provide the fourteen-man council with an attorney, not the individuals making up the tribe. Under this type of con~
tract, the attorney is bound only to the council, and, as such, is bound only to advise the council as to what it can
and cannot do without asking the approval of the individual enrolled members, or what it can do without bringing
itself under danger of legal action of outside agencies or from tribal members.

In this day and age, in order for a tribal attorney contract to be adequate to the individual's rights, it
should have a section which causes it to act as a mandate to the attorney to protect(even from council action) the
equity, rights, and interests of the individual enrolled member in the undivided Indian estate, to sce that these
rights and interests are not relinquished or exchanged except with just compensation.

Thomas E. bdwards, President; CO[VILLE INDInN \SSOCLTIO

951 Morth 42nd Street (Apt 306)
Seattle, Washington; 98103
ME 3-103% or 655-0405
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MEWS RELEASE Kay 2, 1967

The Confederated Tribes of the Colville Ressrvation, whose total inamber shi p numbes nearly
5000, will meet at the Seaitle indian Center, 1900 Boren Ave. b 7.30 pm on Saturday, Moy &, 19657,
The more than 200 iribal memburs residing in the coestal crea of Washingion will be addressed by

Nrs. Mary Mall Wong who is o full blood Celville indian and who is also President of the Colv
indion Association Republican Yomen 's Club of Tocome . s, Wong i alse o divect descendant 5!
Chief James Bernard.

Mas. Wong will report on the resulis of the mearing of the Confederarad iribes of the Calville
Reservation which wios convened Mareh 17, 1947 on the Reservetion al the Nespelem Schoo! House,
she will urge adoption of ameniments o o Colville Termination bitl, § 202, which was infocuced
donvary 12, 1967 by Senator Henry .. Jackson, and she will urge reciganization of the Cobvilie
Indian Asseciotion

The purpose of the cmendmenis o the bill, § 282, are io vest esch tibal member wirh on equal

E

entitflement in ecch category of tribal ussets before the forced ligquidation sale of tribal p operty ond

to change the appraisal erireria on timber 1o protect the triba! member from marker iwosct consideration

nn timber lands which are to be taken by the United Stares Faderal Gevernment to be made inio o

[P [

National Forest, If triba! members can be vested with thelr entitlemants in tribal pioper vy before it
s sold, they will have the rights 1o sue for just compensarion it thoy fesl they are nat receiving the
full velue of their entitlements. So far the Tiepartment of lustice has been against 7vibal membears heing
vested with entitlements since it would cause much fitigation to resuli. The Justice Eepmm:em b

recomended that properiy shiaxid continue to have rhe status of iribal pioperty uaiil titie s conveysd

or transferred.
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Thomas &, Edwards, "'rLu.tee
COLVILLE INDIARN ASSTCIATIC
4114 whitman Ave, N
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