sooleby: oresented so oo Soumd-of the Sostetys Aveil 1o, 105, Fa
transmittal, in duplicate.

The report of the research comnittee, as requested by the board
sceretary four days sgo, will necessarily be fragmentary., But 1t w11l
contain pertinent information to scquaint the board with a more than
generalized 1d'a of activities, Fundamentslly it 1s & work that was
under way years before creation of the Scclety, snd will, in some form or
other, continue for an extended time, beling virtually never-ending.

*nts 1s obvious «hen 1t is realized thet one repository in the nation's
eapitel alone contains over three miliion letters snd doguments, eny one of
#hich could contain information on Fort Simscel
“he gommitt-e is now over one yeer old. Its first sctivity wes a fleld

trip to the site of the State Farks end Heecrestion Comulssion project at
Fort %imoces The purpose wes to permit ~embers to become personslly
acquainted and to place them in cont-eot with persons who might have first
hand informstion for preliminaryinterviews, |

Sinece thattime and due to the magnitude of the verious interests, the
rescaerch has proceeded along 1-dividual lines in conformance with the
voluntary spirit of the com-itteemen,

During the yeasr the committee utilized information gathered for an
extensive sequence of stories, *hese would properly come under the
lassificaetion of publicity. And these, in themselves, .proporly me intained
in e sorspbook, would provide & record file of Information.

Additionally , ¢lip ings of the stories heve been provided,in duplicste
possible, to the State Hlstorisn,

4n attempt wesmade to seocure a school typing project to preserve
additional coples of olippings eand personal records pertinent to the
sub jeet alresdy on hand in personal flles, Due to the proximity of school
eclosing, this projeet was ourtailed but csrried out snd provided a dohble
record of some olippings. This has provided s service perhaps unique in

& resesrch emmittn"s operations. 8 tudents writing term papers, have
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utiliged it; spe:kers have gained information from it and writers of
magagine articles and short stories have been provided with coples,
Ithaes been provided to students and teschers, Inquiries for the material
were not sent to the comnittee but usually to the Yak ima newspapers,
No inquiry for meterial wes recelved from the socletyitself being a relayed
'nquiry if such existed,

After a year of experience and following a series of esrticles
issulng verious types of appesls to secure source informetion, knowledge
of srtifacts “a. the conclusion waes reached that while considersble
exists, those in possession were notdesirous of providing , st their
own expense, coples or full i formstion, Hote: and records of such
repositories were made where possible for future reference, Inno cese
was srequest mede for possession of such material, but 1t wes pointed
out thet the time was coming , with development of & possible repository
at the Simcoe ’mm: where proper csre would be given, They were
_interested in this, |

The Yakima Yelley Museum “nc, agreed to serve as & repository
for eny Fort “imcoe materisl, either written or in artifact form. *his
would be oa loen pending time that & reglonsl and proper repository
were avsilable, It wss the unanimous opinion of everyone contsected that
any such rmaihm shoald beloceted in the ares involved, in order
thet the meteriasl be made convenlently avalilable to the greatest number
of peovle. i

To further the preservetion ofmeterisl gethered conceraning Fort ®iscoe,
twomembers of the committee have published thelr writings, here ;g-@n
an example unique in committece sotlivity, :

The 29 p, pamphlet , wraps, Mool Mool the story of Fort Simeoce, was
published by Mrs, Helga #nderson Travis, 1953,

A 26 p, pamphlet, *he Fort Simcce Story was pudblished esrly in
“pril, 1954, by lrs, Thelma Kimmel of ‘oppenish,
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These two pamphlets, while contairlng some insccuracies due to
lack of the i :formation being checked md cross checked against the
undisputeble documents at hand, although such service were offered and
is offered to any writer of a contemplated publicstion, have undowtedly
relieved the pressure of numerous requests from schools, libraries and
individusls for Fort Simcoe material, *hey are the voluntary product of
the two writers concerned, ad both are to be cmmmended for their
enterprise in preserving, in such quantities the material thatnow
cennot become lost.“ctween the two writings the genersl story of Fort
Simeoe 1s easily snd resdily avallable, |
*he writers, like other comnittee ~embers, have considersble material
fnot original documents] they are retailning in their possession in line
with their further plans, but they are willing to shsre it or make 1t
availeble to propor sources not in sharp conflict. It must be remembered
that some of the persons involved have been i berested in gathering
Fort “imecoe materlal for a period of 25 years or longer, hence their
attitude of making their materisl generslly available is praiseworthy,

“nd more extensive publications ere imminent.
“pproximately 200 letters were written to follow out leads and in"
meny cases, while some good resulted, the more customary result wes thst
the person contscted sent for informetion, This requirdd considerasble
personal time, numerous clippings, etc. But it was a service gladly
done, feeling thet eventually tl®se contects will repay the courtesy,
Hundreds of feet of microfilme-25 roill specifically, were acquired
at no expense to the soclety and this augmented additionsl mierofilm
made avallable, Much is productive of Port Simcoe materisl, *he work
of this nature covers in months what 1t would take years to accomplish
bj personal visits and residence at “ﬁhingtm D.Ce and other
places where there sre major repositories, And it is indieceted on

the bases of the rolls scenned, that meny of the questions that have
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beoen asked snd are pertinent to Simooe, cen never be mswered because
no correspondence now exists that gives the xawse enswer. “owewer, in
research, that 1s never conclusive,

Records of the Yakime “ndim Agency were sesrched and were found ebundent
with material, much of 1t in duplicate fom in the Natloqal “pohives,
*he discovery wes made thet in years past some of the goverament records
were mutilated, 1ike other records at Fort Vancouver and Fort Yslles, and
thet documents were removed, ‘he government has a definite procedure
for disposal of its rocords and sny permission given in pest ycars for
removel, even by & government & ent, wes unsuthorized. in this case it 1s
emphasigzed that at no time during the tenure of the present agent
have records been permitted to lecve the Yakima Agency 8 d that every
precaution is taken to preserve them for historical purpocses, Morever the
agent hes b-en most helpful dn hismenner and most generous of his time
in seeing thet all records now availeble et the agency are msde
available. ,

A photo file and negative file has been inauvgursted, l@plmnting t
previously organized file, This wil) pro-ide the “solety st sone tuturo v
time with the opportunfity of more essily obtainlng picture copies and
without bscktracking over numerous letters of correspondence and to
hunt out verious clues, :

Some of the most comprehensive material relating to Fort Simcoe at the
:lkuu Agency, com-only known as the Olaf T, Hagen report, prepared by
“agen, a representstive of the Yational Yark Service, was mede avallsble
by the 4gency to the State “istorlsn. *his report was too extensive
to be transeribed during the yesr by the resesrch comrittee with its
facllities,

3“1-:59%0:7 contucts have been established with mnonél friends in
the resesrch field, with libreries, universities etc. nlnl‘rtlng them to
the unigue Fort Simeoe resesrch project, “nd they are ensbling the

comnittee to expand its work, through thel wvigilance,
Hespeotfully submitted Olick Relgnder



