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‘the I.ndians sang a religious chant, customary at the opening of
important meetings. +hey heard a resolution of the Grant County rPUD
naming the second day of the Priest flapids Project, Wanapum and it was
interepreted i0Othed back to them from the language of the suyapo or
white man to the Indian tongue.

Puck Hyah 4oot was asked xx if he hadam anything to say and he spoke
in thema manner of his famous ancestor, Smowhala , noted for nis oratory.
He said simply:

"You know and I know that the wiite race, when they first came, looked
upon the 1 dians as friends. We remember the first who came to the Northwest
where t ey met the Indians and found them friendly and the Indians @89
were respect:d.

"From White Bluffs to where the dam will be built the soldiers
respected those Indians and did them no harm. ‘heir dealings
were a tended by friendliness.

"We have carried on tradition and live peacefully without being
bothered or bothering anyone.

"Going back, before the earth was born, the Mighty Creator made this wp
world. i‘hat part of the district were we lived the Creator made. He
made the earth. He spread upon the earth things for the Indian
people so they could live.,

"He gave tiem roots and barries, saluon he _ut in their streams
and he caused wild fowl and wild animals to come up.n the land. lhese
were the foods the Indian has enjoyed, good food the Creator has given.

"When I think of losing these things I t@@AR think of losing my
lifel

"I do not feel that I should get angry or say anything that a dam is to
be built . I feel that somehow I and my people will get by as long
as we have friends 1 ke are here.

Q0
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"The Creator predicted and directed that tke light snall fall
upon the earth and give warming life to everything upon it.
"lhe sun +ill brighten an waam the body of the Indian and will
preserve the body. You and I get this living under that light.
"If any person does wrong to another race, the Cre tor
will punish that person. ‘hat we believe, "
*he resolution poin ed out the necessity of providing more electric
power to meet requirements of "the growing Northwest," and that
"1t has been determined that it is legally proper and fechhiczlly and
economically feasible for the dist_ict to develop po@&B0 the resources
of the Co.umbia River in the reach bd between the foot of Friest nBapids
and Rock Island Dam..."
¥it pointed out that K "'whereas the peaceful friendliness of these
people assisted and encouraged the expedition (Lewis and Clark)
and those who were to follow and
"Whereas they haye at all times since then maintained those frienuly
relations , meanwhile retaining their ancient culture, following
religious ceremonials that recognize a Supreme Creator, believe in adhering
to the soil on which their ancestors were born, and where they were
buried near the relics which are s.cred to them; and
BWhereas the few remainiig members of the band continue to follow
the customs and traditions of their ancestors, which customs and go
traditions have won the respect and friendship of all who have dealt with
them:
YWhereas their friendship and cooperation have been of the
08 utmost encousagement to us in our efforts in the development of the
river,
""Now, therefore, be it r_solved that the dam to be 1located north of

Sentinel Gap which is the gateway to the ancestral ho es of this

people,be nameqd Wanapum Damo or Dam of the fAjver People,,.n
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o Pass,
ihus caﬁEﬁffﬁE‘ﬁaming of Wanapum Dam or Dam of the River People

- L () /é/% . )
d tnus s some of the prophecies of the earliest river

4dd .prophets,handed down since before the coming of ~whitsm®n,
= BaFRICE ? 7S VRl bk o} (s
oB%._ that strangers o the I5ﬁﬁ:%gﬁgzgﬁg*fﬂ&ﬁ&ﬁaééwﬂﬁcéO
- o SR AL 4t b bdorlhe foupie —

wo0ddd- kaédsns would their hold on their culture/'aaﬂ dams would be
bl Cone /o fna | R oy

Lot there would be no more full blooded Indians folloewing

the ok Creatogjéirected ways.

LEuck Hyah Toot mourned about tuis in his own way, although gi7 e
ler
maintaining friendship with non-Indians unE}l the summer of 1956 6
.\L?;/(M)'ﬁl?‘/(e --mge.;g‘,/\o_ﬂ
he suffered a heart attack and aSstroke, /After a time, through o

help of a medicine man, he recovered his power of speech and some
Ohe bislda ke
use of his right arm and leg, but only for a time. 7z_h Y
Lo fpstuled

A%f,tizﬁAﬂ”bx D) leaed |
of his death in a few weekswggd the day he named was very close to the

= =

Ll frne 4 Jostlie i
ﬂéé@ﬁfﬁﬁiﬁgéigifﬁl—~f7ﬁhh*1ﬂh‘*_“‘_“*“—T—Uﬁ:;;pt. LTl
Puck Hyah Foot died at the age of 79 in a room of his half brother,

Sohappy, near Wapat%%;mdgg’long house was erected there for the funeral

services. :
e @ &51(;/54*“7Vfi
He was=barTed did not return from the land) of the dead (as some
J bho Jullaad SN\ o a4 b Lo ode
of the hundreds off}ndiaﬁg)ﬁﬂé%§§§§§y§d(£1ght(?apﬁbn, aud he was
25%—4/& =

buried in the graveyard on the west bank of the Coiumbia 5 few miles

upstream from rriest Rapids Dam. 4nd in accordance with one of his last

Uain totn 2o STtle. Thens Jots ol

requests, those building the dam halted
il Tielno

the unfinished proye#t while the funeral procession passed, near by

and during the Qpdtredn sqgg;g§§4“_H~—;;;;;rf:iz,,_&ﬁ____ﬂﬁh
_.———-—-—'_—"_H_-_.'__-___-— S * i

]
'“”‘_'Z§§nstruction did not begin on Wanapum Dam until July 16, /

1959 and it took five years to complete that gfdddd part of the

Priest Rapids project .
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‘heymourners

[de, circled the opened gravé\\\
and @0 each threw in a hza880Ba& hand full of earth as a parting

gesture to the religious leader. In gccordance with his Trequest, the

1id of the plain pine box coffin was removed before the grave was filled I;
so the body could return to its Mother Earth as quickly as possible '_'
in the way nature returns evMo its uother, the earth, _—
[E?owhalaha~ last wife, and the youngestfngs cared for him throrugh

his later years of illness and blindness 1ived for many years after

Ness107
hié\dagih//and was the oldest of the Wanapums at her death in the

\\MM
early 193p0s. Her name was Stongkeey—m%§§§g§:§§gr cut like bangs.
o bt Drssto— fhrrie F la ol (e £ Bt S TR T

ﬂna:Eh later years other Wanapumx head men dieq,until only a few
are left although there are many kin on the Yakima and other reservations.

Lgy lomalawash, died in E%bruary,l953 and was buried in the

Ay
i eIt s

@0gd hillside graveyard. He was one of three brothers, now
all dead, who were religious leader assistants in the ceremonies at
Priest Hapids, ,

He was one of the wanapums who petitioned thze Yederal Power
Commission for protection of the Wanapum graveyard and homeladd relicsK

'§§§1Ehe petition was granted although he died before beegms

the fact.
Canug fsted
- It was he who knew how to \Eaka;z;mbling bone talismen from the

forelez%ggLé deer; how to fashion a barbed point for a long_shafted
salmon spggfmigd the double pronged sprea witA waich to gaff white fish,
suckers aﬁa sturgeon. He knew how to make ® P'na, a fish peES=GEy trap
DEB shaped like a cigar and plgced in the river to entrap salimon

and he made specimens of these things so th=t someday they could be
Jes b9 Braihols Javelol & Sroa sr7 DB IS
23 everyone wuo-saw-thew -could Share_the knowledge of

4 e (42
the 0ld Wanapums and=tsesr culturalnecrasss. S flti - N
(s Jfous Aro Do ot foo oo Lo, At Lo

‘4 4 T At U0 .
(i g e a ot Ll Lo K, ST

—_—
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Harry iomalawash, the tragic or crippled brother was the next
to diexaaﬂ~ﬁ%s death came aboulL by violence in a manner yet unsolved
by law officers of Wapato or Yakima Countau
Johnny, the oldest brother was the last to die, his death occurring
$8o&O6Y after Wanapum Dam was fimisimix coupleted. Being the oldest ,
; s 2 evga:a=£i££ze:n;éer-{tw a few days) than Puck Hyah
loot, heJEﬁ#; many things BEEECEoERgeR0

.« incidents and customs and happenings wa@eh

unknown to younger persons and nistorians. He knew more of0dBéOkfd@De
apvout the ancient Prophef, SuSwepEdd Shuwapsa than any of the others
~—@86 expect yertaps

Bu@hcadddd: Puck Hyah oot and he was one
e Ay
of those who went onto the reservation in later years."ﬂt&fwife was

not a Wanapum aﬁ&Eﬁn55=E§;ﬁT§E}héJ""'""
she directed that he be buried in the Shawaway Cemetery just below

i"mr KdDdOaBeQ8Bd6 Rcllg ﬂd&ﬁ@u

Uniop Gap N

. Nan~akad
L;ﬂ’the Q&ﬂﬂﬁﬁéﬁ genesis of the Wanapums, honded=d8own by Shuwapsa'+“
ang smowhala- %e:zgggggzﬁa'Puck Hyah‘foot y o pRel artie

ibdedd just above the\g;; of Priest Hapids A0<

ﬂ«ﬁ
‘f wm&%ﬁéﬁas Abaloné Man's Islanda(anéjﬁgiﬁhffnefWﬂiteﬁpeeplg.eal&eﬂihe

whEIE“6hu£eT4mm1J3up4&fth—Uf'5ﬁTﬁ§I§*§nd-piants*drreeted—by the
“Qg§;E¥;=:ﬁe£n=eszﬁan»there was nothing but water and darkness and

P She et i Lk cllod foth OB 4 0
C:9ﬁ*&—Teekaﬂa:£§g~i§iaad¢§§e ia(/ﬁlmals/é/#‘plants .as they emerged

e ; left thelr rlght foot prin z’on

v
the rockfgs @_witness. QSalmon was the flrst “and ot&ers followed

until the last, Huckleberry. égﬁllt is in this order that
salmon and food roots are taken, as Communion, at the feasts of

thanksgiving to the Creator.

['/
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Czhe 8UB&-sun, moon and star have their spPO symbolic significance
and were used ongfmowbaBdddd in religious decorations.
Sun represented the body. Ahe moon Tepresented the heart,

the stars, said the old men "are like your soul." ilhey provided a
trinity of the sGEgOEOEd body,heart and soul.

*he thought of the Creator led to the creation of man.

Smowhala's belief was that what we do determine what happens

to us after death; that we have the power within ourselves to regulate

"
(
bmowhala told his people that the handbell he used representedjthe heart

and the drums represented the songs he sings from the body.

Before Smuwhala had his areams of how to live, and instructions
from the Creator, his people QOGO understood coyote and other aniuals
or birds.‘?hey would tell the I dian what was going to uLappen.

He woula go into the sweat house in the morning and they would tell
him where he could g0 to get deer or fish.

omowhals's dreams, owever, told the Mp people of their heart and
Soul and body and how to live and be good.

Smowhala told how in his visit to another world, woiie dreaming,

(NJTRd (Ref
he was (the Indians should discontinue thep ractice of k 1lling
horses and buryiig them with the dead to acec mpany B8R0 the spirits of
the Indians to the spirit worldbCaﬁﬁ 7his Tevealation caused the
cessation of a long held practice ¥ "Jnere were some burials on islands
Lo [Chord Vv Geep, U Grrana,

up the Snake “iver wiHEFe horse bones were three and four feet deegk/

a h eenNkitted the olaéﬁ”aéyﬁrft-

It was also during his dreams that Smowhala learned the use of

a bell in his religious ceremonials.,
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Family notes:

Puck Hyah Toot's mother lived in the River People's village
of &km Chamna at the entrance of the Yakima River into the Columbia.

Her name was lsala-iukht. His father's name was Wat-Tas-Saghecht, which

means Standing Dancing, and his father was sowe relation to the

Palouse. Puck Hyah *oot's mother and Y ung Smowhala's mother were sisters.
Young Smowhala's wife was named Wa-wWallulamai and she came from

Wallula. In time, gfter Yoump Smowhala's death she became the wife of

Puck-Hyah_+oot.

Harry Smithsin Sohappy, was a brother of Frank Sohappy and a half
brother of PuckxHyah Toot, but was enrolled on the Yakima Reservation
and lived around Parker where his wife lifed. He died July 15,1951land was
buried in the rarker or Shawaway graveyard near Parker . He was related
to the Smiskins in the Kittias Valley

smowhala's song , which he brought back from his "first death"
and Land in the Sky, was a kneeling dance song. 4he song started with
he and th é drummers kneeling and then rising. And this was a very
old form of the Indian religion.

Cy lomalawash's Indian name was Swauk Cum Cum.

Harry lomalawash's Indian name was lweil Ieko. He was crippled when
he was young and thrown from a horse.

Frank Buick is the oldest son of Puck Hyah ‘oot and “ex Buck the
youngest. martha Johnny, daughter, is tke oldest of the three. She is the
chief root gatherer sy in clarge of the feast preparation, for the Wanapum
First Food Feasts.

‘he buckskin dress up or song Jjacket of Young Smowhala had stars
on each sleeve, six pointed stars for the six dayx of the week
legding up to the worship day. Puck Hyah ‘oot also had a Jacket
with these stars. lhey were cut from the Jacket and it was buried with

him/
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L?here wé;éiﬁggaga‘aénus, outspread, on the front of the jackéE}jghﬂkb
Fhese meant,".your life and tle way you live is in your hands. It is up
to you,"how you life. It is your 1ife."(\é¢,3(7&uuv0 “Lt’d*”bg_ﬁ

When Smowhala died, he broughéPack instructions that the men
dincers for the Smowhala washat dance should use white swan feathers.
Women were given eggle tail feathers. lhese are waiveglt o and fro with
the dance-drum rhythm. +he religious leader keeps these old feathers
in a box that was handed down and distributed them before the strt of the
dance, afterwards heg§£§ﬁgj;nem up and returns them to the box.

lhe color of the sun, in beaded work, is white. Fhe color of the moon

is yellow. The color of the seven pointed star is red. Puck Hyah Toot

used yellow as one of his principal colors. In the o0ld days he and others

painted their faces. He painted his face_with stripes of yellow and white
. o ks o tuar L JA Jlogo 5en pwﬁd

earth paint .Zt;::L‘,_)-ﬁ—A—l—“ 0 , {/C""'C Z : Uy e N ﬂdﬂﬂ,«j
Cllat

mowhala was born a crippled, almost like a hunchback.

pp 9 S/M-

He called Puck Hyah’Zoot Ethhe boy's name of ¥E®s Squamie lhala. ot
= MM%W/

Spring salmon, the first, Blue Backs, are called Ca-laugh.
Steelhcad are the next. ihei{%ame is Sho-Shitz. Dog salmon are the
last, they a.e called I'ach. ihe general word for salmon is na-sau.

Ihe name for Hanford was Chan'n'out, "just an Indian name,"

;There was an old gmweyard there and it is close to a part of the town

#,
now and is marked in a way. It is here ihe barents of the Tomg'awash
br thers;re buried. %Q“/}“" /A"I et 2hg < A
ﬁt&. (o3 W » WWL W'M"

Three is a "bigger"[ﬁﬁg%er than the medicine number of five or the
religious number of seven, since the three represents the Sun y Moon and
the Star, it takes all three to make "life,"

B oth Smowhala and Young Smowhala, when they danced, used two

handbells instead of one, at one stage of the dance ringing a bell in

each hand. No one has used two bells since that time,
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It was Smowhala's "law," that preparations for the Sunday
{&'lm
religious feast must be completed before dark“wfhat 1s, people must
arrive at the camp, the food .ust be ready, firewood brought in, and
all chores attended to.

. \\EEQJM . .

Lyone but e crildren are allowea to eat after the evening meal
which is served at dusk.“7here is no late meal and no breakfast. The
"fast " is broken with the serving of the feast bunday after the
dsgnce call is sounded by the bell at high noong.—t Lé‘?‘L’f'%i%Lth

6 Ll jva
{ No one may hunt or fish(on Sunday. 24tgzhﬂﬁ7‘h R s
N o language but the Indian language g spoken inside the long house.

Everyone attending the dance must be attired in Indian clothes,

no "white man"s clothes may be showing. *hey must be covered.

7 .

4

\

wven as late as the '50s Puck Hyah Foot and : kept

/
sets of Indian clothing at the camp and when visitors czue, they had™
= 4
to discard their) white man's shoes etc. and wear s Indian clothingd
}/)/zw\/{u:‘v‘ﬂ( = )
<% someone stole most of the trunks full of theclothing A
S sl iy LB A Rorha | e il b feprd- A.Ihu~A«7’&¢ﬂis uﬁj&fﬁi
lhere is no talking s#c. inside the long house. Children are trained

to obedience. the older men take the boys into a separate room during

[fy}u.,\.,i) ﬁ i /M LW’}Qa(

the morning and explain things to them,

thix is before the Sunday dance.
Persons should not smoke theﬁay before the dance or outside the
long howe if they are participating in the dance.
é;?he oldest men are adwmitted into the long house andgzgjthe proper
side of the dance leader, in order of age, height and importance.
This line uwindled down to the boxs. lhe women aZe arranged opposite,

W lueaily ™

in somewhat the same order. UhtIIZIEnEHt:¥eacsﬂ$he¥=ﬂgfgzﬁg:nnpﬁ“*ﬁf
U fo—r Lt (W Cech frv—ys

solid color wing tip dregggg‘anﬁ=%hese—weFe—g;ouyggﬁgpgefﬁ*r“actnré%ﬂgﬂto
CeetoT+
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(—Women root batherers have t eir own ceremonlal,ééﬁﬁé;;;z;?ﬁongs,(

the—=im lhxﬁe¢are prepared for cooking by women who dlg hem @~ o
panllon pudts O & fRL Ok L Ty g TR 72 v
-gathepad—in a—reclangle arourd a floor uats, lhey are put in certain

baskets and then a procession is held with the head gatherer leading it

singing the women s song. Iken the roots afz;ﬁigzéd in a corneﬁfgg*&WbU4(
await cooking%;ggﬁ:§§§§!§§1 tlen are not allowed to witness this
ceremony, unless they are ill and the very old wi.o are resting inside
the long house. Children are not permit ed to‘&%ggég; this ceremony.
Children, and women , are not allowed to handle the drums.

Ihe head singer is responsible for the drums. before their use he
é€ampens then and then dries them out, either in the sun, outside the
long house, or by the stove, inside, depending on the weather,

Lo R\ *-A-% G
anapums ring hand bell, R&®¥c own, by handle, ahzﬁt’mlddle of the chest.
Yakima religious leaders ring bell, holding it clapper side Up.

Bell is rung three times, then seven times, tnen pause, seven more
times, then pause, seven more times. lhat mean's "come."
lhe people directly to the nortn of the Wanapums were called Wah-Fa_nak,
lhey lived just above Vantage.

Indian tobacco, kinninicick grew around sheep camps and in hills.
White stone for pipe was procured from white Bluffs. It was made with a
bowl ,and a stem protruding past the bowl. There were no tube pipes for
many years.

Black pipes were obtained by trading with the Wenatchipums.

lhe white pipe rock from around white Blufi's was called lip-a-lass.
It comes in big pieces, mostly in one big Plgee there.

Many years ago the people held sun dances,- and they held them
too in the Yakima countryX lhese were endurance dances eagsh in wnich
a dancer cut a slit in his back &8 (had it cut) and loop or rawhide
ran through this and tied to dance pole. dhen danced and danced until

fatigued or pulled out. S me of the old men mad scars in their back
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this, just like the Hackfoot Sun Dance. Bt the men were very old and
have been dead since about Smowhala}iqffffg;fime ‘and these X®WRE men were
young when they danced thesun dance;;{ﬁdicaféa this might have been bout
the time of the Yakima Indian War.
lhe wanapum word for canoe is Wassas. lhe Yakima dialect word is
wasees.,
the wanapum wora for water is Choos. The Yakima word is Chees (Natches)
is literally, Another Water,
ithe people in the Kittitas Valley and out toward Vantage, but inland
from the river, away from Vantage, callea water 'chees."
When Johnny Hick was a young man:

"There was an old man who lived at Cold Creek named What-not-lach
who(?rew yelloYland white corn. He raised it, hoed it and sold it mostly
ét Ellensburg. It was the first corn I sremember seeing and we used to
get it from him.

HHe lived five miles up Cold Springs from the Cold sSprings foundup
Corrals. _@H

11\'lhe Indians boiled corn. They called it Sum Mah Na Iéb Billy Splawn
used to have lots of wild horses in that part of the country. Lihe
I ndians used to run down wild horses. One of the best at doing this
was George Sohapuy.

Billy Peters who 1lived around Kittitas , six miles from

Ellensburg, ma ried a Wanapum @ghd woman. Her Kittitas name was
Ho Ow Ani. Her Wanapum name was Twé%%eelia, that mean's woman doctor.
She had another Indian name, Teh Nupt. Her father was a Wanapug
doctor. He used hot water and sucked to draw things out through the

blood. She treated sick people the same way as her father, with hot water

and sucking.

Wah Noke at White Bluffs was where the Indians used to get
white earth, used +to paint witl and te=pgaZxt drums.
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It is on the river by the stuart of Wahluke Slope. Some of the
wanapum things were cached there, mortars and things like that, a canoe,
also mats.

wWa_leel-Kas was a place five miles or more over the hills.from
the Wahluke oSlope. ‘there was a camping place there. It was on the way
to the Palouse country.

Skunk cabbgge, found in the Little Naches, was called Me Moan and was
used for medicine, for rheumatism.

lhe mountains east of Raven's Roost were where the wanapums went
in late July and August for huckleberries. lhe place was callea Pee Haut loo.
lne huckleberry field on the slopes of Ifaven's Roost was like an island.
It was called amow Wee, Like an Island.

On the other side, to the north, we.e other fields. lhese were called
Wow Shee *oo Nas. Lo the north, to ard We Nat Cha, called Wale_Nie.
Tcha, means water comesup , spouts up.

Lupin was calle d wd0@6éQdDdOddsu Wa Pee Lata, it was not good to eat.
Kinninikik, found in the same area as the huckleberry fields. It was
called Saba_lwa Toose. It is a Wanapum word.

Blueberries at Mlaches, calleu Cha-@hak, were dired and eaten.

Cougar was calleu Qua Yow-Ie. He and wolf were among strongest
medicine.

Chipmunk-Called Mus=-Sis.

Wolf-Howlish. (Same all over)

Iurtle-A-la -Shick.
Canoes were seldom made along Priest Rapids unless right kind of
lag floated down. Ihere were no canoes made up and down the river for 50

miles from Priest Rapids.
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Lhey were made about 1o miles above Vantage, or little higher.

ihey were made of cedar and fir logs. ‘he log was chipyed out a little and
three fires were built in it and they were watched carefully so they
would not burn out the side. lhen it was chipped out again and wore
fires were burnea. When the canoe was nearly finished the Indians
hitched a norse to the log and pulled it down the side of the mountain
and finished building there beside the river and then put it into
the water. Sometimes no fires were used in making a canoe. 0l1d days used
sharp rocks, mauls to chip out, later day, iron.

Two or three men rode in a canoe. *hey were from 2¢0 feet to Y4p feet
long. Poles were used mostly, paddles seldom.

The trip to White Bluff took unle day from Priest Rapids; the trip
to Pasco another day. The trip up took a week at least. It was hard
polling against the current.

Later, steamboats brought the canoes up the river, charging %2
hauling clarges. They loagded them on below. It took twu or three days
because the boats stopped along the river, sometimes half a day at a place.

The canoes weighed 300 to 600 or 700 pounds. It took une .onth

of work to make them.

Jounny Buck and the loﬁ§§%wash brothers worked on the Wanapum
canoe. It was "comiunity property like." pnyone of them could use ite
lhey used to cross the rapids to the island in it to fish, would put
it in up stream and come down stream.,

Sémetimes they brought bo.ies of those who died away from howe down

the river, hauling them to Vantage by wagon or buggy.

as Johnny Buck figured it the canoe was made 'gbout " 50 years ago,
maybe not so long as that. lhe Wanapums had two other canoes at White

B luffs, three but one wasn't very good. lhey "disappeared'" when

the project was built.



Wanapum (brief)

The Wanapum Indians, for whom Wanapum Dam was named, are a historic
people. They occupled villages from near vantage southward eighty miles
to Pasco. Their name ls taken from Wana, River and Pum, People.

Lewis and Clark met some of the River People near the mouth of the
Snake “tiver :n 1805 and called them the Sokulks. Thelir number was estimated
at 3,000. David Thompson, fur traper and geographer cnarted Priest Haplds
ijn 1811, the same year it w.s named by the Alexander Hoss fur trading party.

The Wanaspums made no compact with the government in treaty making days
preceding the Yakima Indilan War of 1855-58, but wsere always frlendly and
refused to engage in war,

Their culture 18 very ancient. *heir religion traces back to a leader
named Shuwapsa before 1800. Priest Rapids was the home of their great
religious leader, fmowhala the Prophet. He .dded his own beliefs to an
older religiocn and it has been perpetuated to this day . The religion
recognizes a Bupreme Being as the Creator of the world and its inhabitants.

Smowhala died in Mareh,1895, He was succeeded by his son, Little
Smowhala who was frozen to death in 1917. Puck Hyah Toot, a direct des_
cendant became the successor and wuzs the leader until his death, Sept. 11,
1956,

A few of the Wanapums continue to live at their ancestral home,
rriest Rapids, and two work for the Grant County PUD Other Wanapum relatives
live on the Yakima, Colville and Umatilla reservations.

Puck Hyah 4oot's youngest son has taken the name of his father, as
was customary.

Wanapur Dam was named by the Public Utility District of Grant Couity
in honor of the River People. It is 18 miles upstream from Pricst
Rapids Dam, which with .anapum Dam constitutes the Priest Rapids

Hydroelectric Project,
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wnzze here were beaver along the lMiddle Columbia ana $nake

dets mste (sh fé;
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_Fw&sﬂi“w5f3?%%?‘tOﬁﬁecilﬁgifiaa&ﬁg—pcstHT ansther regson—itrematned
—ie-iselation for so long.
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for fooq/aﬁrthe fisheries, in the swamps along the river, the small

«ns had everything they neede

streams ap@fi and the hillsides. J~here were deer and ekxk other game,
and well worn trails to berrying grounds in the“Upper Naches, andﬂm*L
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Uloo ana ¢ He do jen utﬂf»tﬂv_2t4u«ug, Colladd SHwRYCR L Aqleal Qo b
to root dlgglng grounds @& “at WatervilTe) e hillsides provxied jg
“horse grazing , sfter the horse was acquired by Northwest tribes, ﬁg
sometime before 1750. Andk the people were naturally (uadEy sedéntigry J Q
88- except for the food wandering quests by seasons .
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~ slow-unfo.ding period , furerunningéﬁggfrontler opening by
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the traders gnd the missionari:s;miter=

andiiﬁg later-days
laying steel pathways for homesteaders“{Smowhala the Prophet was born.

suxe the cattlemen ’
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Lthere were no records to chronicle his birth at W.llula, eighty miles

downstream where the @§640d6d0éPd0dDdd inhabitants also were river people.
He was born at a time the strong id0d0éfidé religious influence of

a little -known but greatly felt Prophet called ~huwapsa was strong

in influence and blood lines of the River Peoplelt is only known that

ohuwapsa lived and preached before any non-Indians came into the

land of the Indians and he‘also was a dreamer , having 'died" and returned

the Indians and still are heard at religious services called the Washét.
It would seem possible that Shuwapsa died and was buried at

Priest Rapidseven before ededoipdddandoad Dgvid ‘hompson or Alexander

“‘0oss and their cOmpd@doOnd venturesome companions passed along the river.

with songs from the Creator land which had their influence upon qi
lhis is indicated because Smowhala introduced other dream songs and . %%

inovati
lons to the Indian rel@g@ddangd Teligion wiich was old even before e
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