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A

December 18, 1967

Mr., Click Relander
3701 Commonwealth
Yakima, Washington98901

Dear Mr. Relander:

~ I want to thank you, first of all, for your kindness in
taking time to write me such a long, informative letter about
books concerning Yakima. I had no expectation of receiving
anything like it. -

) First, I want to say that I lived in Yakima from 1902 un-
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til September 1lst, 1929. I was seven years 0.ld whenl we came to
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Yakima, and I think the population of North Yakima at that tlhme

was about 2500.

My reason for wishing information on Yakima books is this:
I plan to write a novel about Yakima covering roughly the years
from 1900 to 1920. The particular information that I would like
to get would be regarding reclamation projects - the Tieton, for
instance - and land ownership, that 1s, how the railroad lands
were sold off. I think I remember that every other section of
land adjoining the Northern Pacific was given to the railroad.
There is much other economic information that I would undoubted-
ly need. My memory of the town is quite good - I remember the
streets, the houses and the people, but you, being a good deal
of a historian, know how deceiving memory can be. Here in Califor
nia, it is common for the descendants of the old Spanish to err by
one or two generations in attributing certain doings to their an-
cestors. T wouldn't err that much, but I might err by ten years
in some cases. Most of the information I am looking for will have
no place, specifically, in the story, as the story is already
pretty well set .

I received a copy of the Herald of October 29, containing
your story of the two days' tribal conference of the Yakimas
when they met Robert L. Bennet. T npticed that among the names
of members of a certain committee, I knew two family names, Tulee
and Teo (though I thought it was spelled Teio.)

Regarding the name of Tulee, I taught school for one year
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at Satus, and I had three Tulee children 1n my school, Nﬂ}ch wa s
located on Dave Tulee's and his children's allotments. The three
children were Annie, Mary, (who died a year or so later, I under-
stand) and Columbus, who shot his father the next year, went to
Canada, presumably, and wag declared legally dead seven years
afterward., 1 beliebe there was another, older son, named, 1 be-




lieve, Samson Tulee. I am wendering if Clifford Tulee is a grand-
son or even great-grandson of that Talee, who would have been
about 25 or more in 1915,

The Teios, specifically Mabel Teio, were customers of an
automobile firm for whom I worked during most of the 1920's in
Yakima,

Regarding the licWhorter books, I have never seen them, but
I did know Mr. L. V. Mcwhorter. One time in 1914-1915, thé vear
I taught at the Satus school, I caught the train at Satus, and
at Toppenish, I think, Mr. lcwhorter boarded i},sat down beside
me, and told me the story (the Yakima Indian story) of the flood.
How the Big Beaver dammed up the valley by building a big dam
't Union Gap, and, I beliesve, Coyote tore out the da Ir

the story in print. I hope his
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‘ legarding the books you mentioned in your letter, I am writ-
ing to the Gannon Wagon l‘luseum regarding your Strangers on the Land
and also to George M, Martin regarding the Northern Pacificbook.
It may have something that I need. The Northern Pacific was more
important, back in 1902, than most people can realize now., I have
an idea your Dreamers and Drummers would ! | el 1 1
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small collection of Californiana, perhaps a couple
of hundred books, plus quite a number of Historical Society bulletins
and I still buy one once in a while., I Tlike to buy biography and
autobiography of the Los Angeles area, especially up to 1900 or so.
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You probably still have more Californiana than I have.

The Yakima that I knew probably exists only in the memory of a
few people. We were poor, and like many poor people of that time,
we picked hops every fall for eight or ten years. I also packed
peaches, apples and pears each fall for six or eight years., I work-
ed in the telephone office, quitting each fall to pack fruit, for
three or four years. Incidentally, I participated in an operatprs'
strike against Pacific Telephone, in 1917, I think. We wanted ;2
a day! We got it. B efore I was twenty I had done 111 of the abovs
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T-did not know Col. Robertson, but from the time I was twelve

or so, he was one of my idols. T used to see hinm nearly every
’

morning, at a certain period of my life, coming béck to Fhe.i?pupilc
Building from the post office, his arms full of papers, a ?13d§'1
his mouth, three or four more 1in his vest pocket, ng cogt_dng L;s
sleeves rolled up. Nearly always, T looked at phe “epuo;icL ead-
lines, then at the editorials to "see what_the.Qolonel has ?OdSiy
todav." I still compare all small-town ?dltoﬁ%als'Fowh%siréng-EPZ
one }et has equalled him -uswally, big-clUy editorials don't either,




Mr. Relander, I do not expect you to spend time lo‘

. rl;%j¢gr me. 1 wrote to you because I assumed your

were stillin pr

of bou;' articles in Herald. M3 ia‘,_ibg’; in Yakima i'l_._“

has - been rece re-awakened, and I ulu not know of
exis L,u(,u of most of the books you mentioned.
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T cannot express to you how much I appreciate your having
taken the time to write me such a long letter, I am putting it
in my Yakima file and I shall make use of it from time to time.

I'd like to come back to Yakima and go to the Regional Library
and go over the Republic and Herald files. The librarian says they
have them on microfilm from 1899, with some gaps in the early years.

One question, if you_can answer it easily. I saw Theodore
Roosevelt in delma and I think it was in 1904, in the summer.
He spoke from a *randstdnd erected at the corner of Yakima Avenue
and Naches Avenues, I think. Do you have a récord in your office
from which you can easily get the date? If I can geb the date,
I'd like to,get the Library to get me some kind of a tranocrlpt of
either the Herald or the aepubllc's report of Roosevelt's visit.

Thank you again, Mr. Relander, for your kindness in writing

to me,

Yours v y truly

(Mrs. Hlll M. r‘lzrsrs /)

45510 uorkwood
Lancaster, Calif. 93534







