[ 6 =[2-S¢ . Lo udn
opening. Regarding drive results. (O b L 93 pausid =
Recognition: Walter Purdin, Dick Smith, Leslie Snhaw, Mrs. ¢.=E. Udell,
Mrs. Claude Smith, Lois Hoff, Mis. Lockwoosd <

Recognition to the Daughters of Pioneers for the award of Merit
gilven by the Associstion for ®tate end Local History as announced
by Chapin Foster, director, stste historical society, One of 47 given

in entire United Steses, one of four in thestste of “ashington. Pace

setting . : &4
Papex Racegrifiam - pablic Clarnel

I want to touch on two subjects. History an: {indiens. And in my
remarks, Implaenting thoughts, because you are thinking people you can
see why I believe the museum idea ha#&rown anqﬁill fruit,
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Now about history. After trisls and tribulst ions of at tempts to
perpatuate 1t, many of us have reached the same conclusion as Mark
Twain, Pe said, after much historical research and writing, that he was
convinced the Aperican peopls would rather see Lilliesn Russell half
clothed than Genersl U.S. Grant in full uniform.

And there is the old ¥@wim timer I once 88R@® interviewsd who

asked'"What do you want to know absut them fellsrs fer. Fhey -@® air
all dead, ain't they?"

Here I should point out that I'M a plain men & d don't know nothing
abut the dead languages--Latin and Greek... the truth is T'm a little
shaky on the living ones,

I don't belleve that one should go around eating dictioneries and
then set out to<FEEREY scare w8 t he women folks and children with big
words,

Morever, I do my own punctuating. ‘he publishers I have dealt with,

I find, can't punctuate worth a cent.
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And I'11 also add I'm not ﬁ @ politicilan and my other habits are
generally good,

Historw offers g perspective,¥rom our pre sent day vantage point we
can assess 1ts significance accordingly.What has happened 1s not nearly
s lmportant as knowi ng why it happened,

When we meet as we do here as a museum ninded group, we are aware of the
gap between the professional end emateur historisn. It requires a bridge

to close a gap. That bridge is made up of state ard local historical
Soclieties. I think that due consiieration should be given toward
revitalizing the defunct Yakima Countyﬁ{istorical Soclety.

There has been a trend In late years toward closing the gap, Professionals
are helping rather than sitting in isolated splendor with s mental
snobbery tEmm toward the feeble efforts of the beginner., “e have much
@88 more in our favor now than existed 10 or even five years ago,

This leads into what I am going to te‘fy’}efl}ggm‘?’iﬂlﬁnaﬁ:};ion of
history whid is also applicable to museums, The total disre ard

18 & priauti
for proper interpretat ion in historical writing and evaluatcim—.f,’lt may
be unfortunate iSERMeFI thet the U.S. is divided into geogre hical
units which estend to our sta tes and interior reg ons. Mountains and
rivers set up drainage @@ divisions and economic boundaries.

Bach state is jealous and reluctant to recognize history to the
extent of considering its prior right. This » L regret to say, extends
ﬁgtyga?vurbe?gr;ggpts of teaching history and 1into ske museums t,A amoNg’

This subdivision could truly be called "REIZRERE xx Salkanization--as
in Europe » boundaries gggﬁiﬂbh each of which the Sovergnity has
erecte.d 8 blockade that amounté to intellectual taraifgf barriers,

Any local history to be of value should have a connection wl th the

larger pleture...releted movements and parallel events, or 1t is

meaningless,

Mn ‘ﬁheﬁems of history,mined from the depositories and
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polished for displey will only hsve the fullest brilliancy or

meaning if they are placed In a proper setting of utility and
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“£f that 1s not done, historical societies will go on, collecting
A, C_oFF the Folics
relics. "‘hey will xpmed spend thelr time end money , dusm

gEf and loving them, mﬁwﬁ"””i

Hgs it not occured to you that the removsl of these Balkanized

barriers is demonstrated by the 12®m lives and wishes of the late
& cducfanid PIA/(Q_.
“lexander Miller , and by John Miller., They came from snS SPS®-~SRLD

fo oua ()6,\)!97) baRN § 0 Yrean A3 2
snotEee and it was thelr wish,that a living muceum be created here.

411 nistory is local in a sense, EBach region i1s & miniature nation.
But the town or locel historian, working the tailings left by «GBe#
others wsually finds the panning pretty light.

Ang there's another aspect, ?oo much wB@SE8n history is embalmed
You read it or see it weakly interpreted in a museum. It'slike the
tired author elm“ﬂ curatf)r , In his old fashioned process of
embalming, too often%mglg;d) to throw iIn a % of tirdd history.

Charecters hewe to be more than ghosts. 'l'hey have to be persmaealities,
set ;1n a time snd plece. Tinkering with facts )however) muddies history
like)disfigurement of a tombstone.

What has prompted us to fm ourselves with the museum. "e
love the west end the *akime 'alle Yo

Alon;; the streams we see the primitive 1life of the past., On the

ridges we see the Ydc imas pacsing.%We find an arrowhead and it becomes

The cowboy, the gold hunter".)" e s, blue coated
drag’goons and the cattleman end the early irrigetépnists-- they people
our world, They tear assuncder the dust cmvered drapes of the impassable
yoars,

They move against the grest backdrop of sagebrush plains and

valleys and mountains the still echo tothe shouts and whilspers
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and cursing s»d prayinz~--the whine of dry axels.. the boom of cap end
ball,

Al)l are dust yet they rise from dust through the magic of the dayolAnarrn
asssm of the youngster end imagination and iInterpretda iomm of the
adult, And arising from dust @@ in aAuseum such as we contemplate
gives them a richness of 1ife. That is me the responsibility we have
cesumea. TS dRive (S paly The PoLude,

I confess to being an antiquarisn, £lint end steel interest me
more than the everlasting match, I prefer the muzzle loader to & machine-gu
and I can get more exclited over a wagon train then a jet plane. Lhe
tribesmen ,the original occupants of the Yakimavalley--and our forebesar s
who settled it, possessing land to which they had only the vestage of
a right or title, stay in my mind after the boys oftke wild blue yonder
have le ft 1t.

The great men of the past are too often made to sppear spotless.
Yrefection 1is something we strive for but no one ever attains, and thank
goodness for that, #s one old timer sald:"I've tried sinning and not
sinning s»d I confess I 1like sinning the best."

Ben ‘mes %illiams orc e wrote:

"There is no pest. The past 1is now?m only those who have lived

posiess .
the facts of history an Athe magic of @@ the..fO ation can know

, _ dof et - quum@«.s L,
what he meant.Ww? /(o @ S e ‘ hoblo. Off—
I8ve a few words now abowt’ *ndians. ;/° FW?,;,_,;:;:?WJ
¥ i LUA,O J " g I AA 73 SRY) mn.a..q/
hﬂnse fathers and grandparents/\lived in the Valley when

Lee=tt FAaiVo Ut
the “ed 1 efi. frzntically seeking to fi@dgd preserve a fcothold and

his m@ai@édd Indianhood, end were subjected to the Indian scares, gnd
ay-wife,; have much in common, il h";] A"79‘-

It heppens that I am mixed up to my neck in the Indlan situation.
W-en my friends descend upon our house--frequently about the time we are

ready to leave for a show or to keep a dinner engagement, my wife feels
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the same as your forebears) As 1 said, my wife and the setllers had

Wik,
gomekEme In common in regand to Indims,

So does our orphened cat and our 12 year old dog. I'hey have to glve
up the ir easy chairs--the preferred locations in the house--when
company arrives., #nd we discuss problems--the loss of a traditional
fishery that the state of washingt:cm , which not so long ago passed a
special law permitting my brothers to fish for salmon--a2 livlihood and
their sacred salmon for thelr traditionsl fessts feels must not now be
used by the Indias--another expansion by the Yakimafiring centr,
overlapping the graveyard of the people aslong the Yolumbia R1ver;
the necessity for obtaining easgle feathers to perpetuate the traditional

end relizdous dances . /ﬁ/ﬁi’/\o ?; Les -

Now in this regard,(explain-treaty and non treaty
byc Gvd These Pevpls |

Syffice it to say have much In common--the disregard of
morel richts and a1l other rights in this present day.

My especial friends are the Wanap'm or FPriest Rg 1ds Peonle,
whose "home was, and still is, at Priet Rapid:s.“'fheix- Eader was
Smowhala, the prophet, who died in 1895 after living 82 years. e was
%prophet who foresaw the extingulshment of {ngien richt to lands,
the bullding of dams and he ple aded with his peoble to retain the
egeless culture of the old days. “ome did. Others went onto the
reservation or interma ried there. Now of his band and the
true bellevers of afsith he founded, building 1t upon precepts of
an older Indien faith, only eight remain.

These ar e homeless and forgotten people.fhey 11ve' by sufferance
along along the Columbia River,smsi”acre by acre it waé{q’%‘;;s:%é%?rom
their occupancy util all the remainsftl is the Priest Rapids village
of “hoptalok at P'\f}:;:“; _t he site of thlét.g;iést!éapids Dam,

?rue they have v’r’E‘EB kind ear, but not yet the full and ne cessary

su-nort of Congressman Hal Holmes and Senators Warren G. Measnuson and
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Henry Jackson, that some relief for them may be forthcoming. They
have no fully legal right, being non-{gff treaty people, but they
have a grester rikht upon which the very foundatlon of this nation
SPeoRestis was %ﬂt,:ﬁ(ﬁé@al r ight to worship as they pleased, dwe 2aan e,
%‘II;A ;n?ill tvake some p:gt:gu;ag ement from people like you to bring this
(oout, through congre sional leglslation or Presidential R=GNANd
proclamation.

They are a historic people, s1d walite cognate with other
interior bends and tribes they have a way of 1life that because of 1lts
culture is worth preserving .

I haﬁe operated a one-man Indien agency long enough and the time is
coming when I must turn to you for petition and aid. And I hope 1t will
be forthcoming.

We hear much about partnerships--the government, the administration
and the people , having the initiative.So we Wanapums are proposing
a partnership.

The government has the land. And we the Wanapums have the f ree
enterprise

Look at it this way. In Yakime(émnty there are 2,734,720 acres of
land.

Of this 1,839,102 is federal land. close to 70 per cemt.

Only 895,618 acres 1s prdviate lend. Think of %}tﬂﬁto

We ~ “s small bit of this should be restorsd to the Wanapums
in t heir home area, the land they kno: that 1s made up of the
blood a1 d bones of their forebears mixed with thef mother the earth,

A land ®® saturated with an old culture, The ll/bn-qzu,,m %m M

we think that in time when the development that"% coming to

the r iver flourishes, that these people not be forgotten and that

the historic place, bearing one of the earlest named locatlons

in the northwest-Friest Rapids, nare d in 1811, be perpetuated.



7
“e think it entirely proper theat a true partnershlp be considered
and that the ““anapums, through Congress.!ional le gisla tion or
Pres idential proclamation, receive a small bit of their home, to call
the ir own, énd live thereon to dle out their sheo rt lives wh ile they
finish writing the 1nterest§.. pages of theilr Wwﬂ period of his tary.
Congress has been operating too many federal groceries whille the
Wenapums and others have been harrassed and distressed too much
by those who wish to wrest the final acreages of God-given land from
the original possessors.
When we see a brother going down a hill, 1et:s not give him a
push. “et us rather seize him by his coat talls and pull him back,
And like the Daughters of Pioneers and their perservance which
won them natlonal recognition, we'11l fight till there's nd hing
left of us but our little toes, and even they shall deflantly wiggle.
%d we are hopeful ad trus’lcam in the 880 fairness of tle
great heart of the' bmericen people #® believe that many will join
with us and demand that relief be given.

Now I 1ike to keep at pesce with all mankind ( &d women folk too §60
especially as vfs\r as Lorraine (that_s my wife;s sir name) is concerned.
Like the old pioneers I wzi t/o/u;i/.ft the “mllsn seige. Now zZranted
for ;he sake of en argument wgg@y< are brohher s--but my wife Insists WJ
M as well, @& sisters, emr wlves and c®r uncles and be

ia-b all mg:—@_ﬁ-s relations,

/‘hereﬂ}i mucéh :nor'e t&jo(@i“yo?ll hear more sbout the "anapums
and their Wﬁﬁ% small acreage along the
Columbia River. #nd you'll hear much about the f ight against
hopeless odds of the Year imas and other grest confederacles of

¢k

Indian tribes w th enrollment of 4,500 or more persons, (An77
sde Gtlowcanda, dopa oy byt g Ui -
Somay I leave this previously oxpressed fhought with you,
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A grest American, a comparatively few short years ago sailad:
"We want an America that will hasve no sense of 1nsecurit§pwhich will
make it possible for all groups, regardless of race, creed or color

to live in friendship, tobe real neighbors,

This man, 889 far removed from the west was an

G & TS 811G 038 iR
inspiration , a living memorial .ﬁ#e sought yand did throw light on
the important issues of his day. The Indian peoples of this cantry
need a man like °i1dney Hillman to give them the endurance and
perservance they need against the odds that confront them.
His inspiration was born in the east but spread westward, wlth a
fuller development of the country.

May I leave this previously expressed thought with you?

ob ject
Indian hunting.. . é/austing across the pleins

He thought it is an animal.

N i

earer,,. .an e enemy, must hide so can slygy him or be slain,
The ob ject approached closer and he saw 1t was an Indian on a horse,

a member of his own tribe.

Apnd then the rider drew close by. He saw the man was his own brother,
;/f o when we hear of these problems,jEndian or othemwise, if
we approach close enough, we usually find out we a e face to face
with a brother., “ot an snimal,
Not en enemy

|

| Not merely another fellow man, a member of our own tribe,

|

\ but in reality, s brother.





