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BoiseCascade1990-5-20 2.jpg Planting the seeds of the future pg2 YHR 5/20/1990 Nelson, Wes 11/16/2016 Yakima Valley Libraries

BoiseCascade1990-5-20_1.jpg Planting the seeds of the future pgl YHR 5/20/1990 Nelson, Wes 11/16/2016 Yakima Valley Libraries
Boise Cascade official will testify on impact YHR

BoiseCascade1990-8-31_1.jpg of 'owl circles' 8/31/1990 Nelson, Wes 11/16/2016 Yakima Valley Libraries
Soggy roads force Boise to shut down YHR

BoiseCascade1991-4-22_1.jpg plywood plant 4/22/1991 anon 11/16/2016 Yakima Valley Libraries

BoiseCascade1991-5-24_1.jpg Budworm spray plan appealed YHR 5/24/1991 Nelson, Wes 11/16/2016 Yakima Valley Libraries

. . . YHR . . .

BoiseCascade1991-6-26_1.jpg Boise Cascade spray plan goes to top court 6/26/1991 Nelson, Wes 11/16/2016 Yakima Valley Libraries
Investigator says copter pilot radioed for YHR

BoiseCascade1991-6-28_1.jpg help before crash 6/28/1991 Nelson, Wes 11/16/2016 Yakima Valley Libraries
Boise Cascade's quality quest: mechanical
and philosophical retoolings change YHR

BoiseCascade1992-11-22_1.jpg direction at mill pgl 11/22/1992 Dudley, Brier 11/16/2016 Yakima Valley Libraries
Boise Cascade's quality quest: mechanical
and philosophical retoolings change YHR

BoiseCascade1992-11-22_2.jpg direction at mill pg2 11/22/1992 Dudley, Brier 11/16/2016 Yakima Valley Libraries
Sawmill cuts back: Boise Cascade YHR

BoiseCascade1993-2-25 1.jpg announces layoffs at Yakima plant pgl 2/25/1993 Dudley, Brier 11/16/2016 Yakima Valley Libraries
Sawmill cuts back: Boise Cascade YHR

BoiseCascade1993-2-25 2.jpg announces layoffs at Yakima plant pg2 2/25/1993 Dudley, Brier 11/16/2016 Yakima Valley Libraries

. . - o YHR . . oo

BoiseCascade1995-3-31_1.jpg Boise fire toll: layoffs, $1 million in damage 3/31/1995 Wasson, David 11/16/2016 Yakima Valley Libraries
Boise bash: company throws a party to YHR

BoiseCascade1995-11-11 1.jpg celebrate new mill, equipment 11/11/1995 de Leon, Virginia 11/16/2016 Yakima Valley Libraries

BoiseCascade1998-7-15 1.jpg External factors affected mill's closure YHR 7/15/1998 Hieger, Jennifer 11/16/2016 Yakima Valley Libraries
Medford mill fire may put shutdown in YHR

BoiseCascade 1998-9-9 1.jpg Yakima on hold 9/9/1998 Hieger, Jennifer 11/16/2016 Yakima Valley Libraries

BoiseCascade1998-11-10_1.jpg Yakima gets extended run of mill YHR 11/10/1998 Lester, David 11/16/2016 Yakima Valley Libraries

BoiseCascade1998-12-28 1.jpg Boise Cascade will rebuild in Medford YHR 12/28/1998 anon 11/16/2016 Yakima Valley Libraries

BoiseCascade1998-12-29 1.jpg Plant's closing still on course YHR 12/29/1998 Roeder, Tom 11/16/2016 Yakima Valley Libraries

BoiseCascade1999-5-27 1.jpg Oregon Fire may - or may not- help here YHR 5/27/1999 anon 11/16/2016 Yakima Valley Libraries

BoiseCascade1999-6-5 1.jpg Boise Cascade Plant to Remain Open YHR 6/5/1999 Rose, Joseph 11/16/2016 Yakima Valley Libraries

BoiseCascade1999-6-17_1.jpg Boise to sell Kittitas Co. timberland YHR 6/17/1999 anon 11/16/2016 Yakima Valley Libraries
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Planting the seeds of the future
Reforestation means s T HE chei ol 5
investing 1n tomorrow &SR N

for timber companies

By WES NELSON

Of the Herakd-Republic

CLE SLUM — Gilbert Estrella reached into a canvas bag strung

aroundhis waste, grabbed a Douglas fir seedling and planted it, gently
aekly.

w:.,ﬁan Lli’r day was over, the 18-year-old from Los Angeles had planted

mere than 1,200 trees along mountainsides owned by the Boise Cascade

cuarp. in the Teanaway area just north and east of here,

In all, Estrella and bis 12 fellow crew members had planted 18,000 trees
by day's end.

Estrella didn't poncern himself with the question of whether it was
enough. Just breathing the fresh mountain air — away from Inner-city
gangs and violence — was enough for him.

The €W, a group Bolse Cascade has hired through a Centralia con-
iracton Worked a 250-acre gection of Boise Cascade's 50,000-acre
Teamway block. Some 115,000 trees would be planted when the week-long

Jroect was finished, said Phil Hess, Boise Cascade's Central Washington
ppef forester.

At 460 trees per acre, the reforestation effort is a typleal example of at
least one private timber comparny's view of the future, Hess said.

The 11.S. Forest Service plants an average of 400 trees per acre on the
Wenatchee National Forest, a Forest Service spokesman snid.

Environmentalists’ clatms that private forest lands have been overcut . : i . .
don't apply here, Hess said. Bolse Cascade harvested about 1,000 acres — : s i . e LT L e -k A SR, ag
9 million board feet — of timber from the Teanaway area in 1989, It will Jose Aguilar fills his .

(See TREES, Page 2) -/ « ihausands of tress Tg:i;ll:régiﬁr:;;:?dllngs and prepares to head oul. He is part of a crew planting

r steps

ior to 1989, Yakima County had one Lo
cases of meningococcus a year. IL
't until there had been seven cases and
euth that Atwond realized the outbreak
ut of control.

cause of last year's devastating
mie, everyone was girding for another

year. Health experts warned the
¢ to expect more cases than usual, but
e knew if that meant more cases than
ear or less.

{See OUTBREAK, Page 2A}
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replant 1,000 acres, he said.

“We want the public to get both
giles, or @ balanced viewpoint, of
forest management in the state of
Washington,” Hess said,

“Our objective in owning this land
is to provide a raw material for our
manufacturing facility in Yakima.
The only way we can serve that pur-
pose 18 to manage this land on a
sustained-yield basis — forever.

: It would certainly be self-
defeating if we overcul these lands,
We'd run out of timber for our mill. It
doesn't make good business sense.
It's not good forest management to
do that,"

“¥ou hear the comment thal peo-
ple say we cut and run and don’t
veplant,” said Jeff Jones, Boise's
Teanaway forester. "“They don't
lnow the whale picture,"

“We've owned this land for 87
vears now,"" Hess said, "*You can see
there are still a lot of trees.””

Hess stopped short of saying all
privale timberland owners share the
same philosophy, although the
Washington Forest Protection
Association In Olympia estimates
that 32 million seedlings will be
planted this vear.

“Private timber landowners are
continuing to invest in the future of
Washington's forests in a big way,"
sald Wiliam Jacobs, WFPA ex-
ecutive director,

“T think most [orest-land owners,
on the average, are on sustained-
vield basis,"” Hess sald. Il gets
down to how you define sustained
yield, and that's where {we) and the

ETCETERA

A baseball card show at St. Paul
School on Sunday, May 20, will
feature a hot dog sale by the Home
Run Baseball Card Club. The show
will be from noon to 4 p.m.

LL L

environmentalist differ.”

Some 4.3 million of the 17.7 million
acres of commercial forests in
Washington are privately owned and
managed. Boise Cascade owns aboul
1.3 million acres in Washington,
Idaho and Oregon, with about 260,000
in Central Washington, Jones said.

However, much privately owned
foreat land, particularly in Western
Washington, {8 being taken out of
production, the so-called “conver-
slon™ factor, Hess said.

As the base of private forest land
shrinks, reforestation efforts appear
to fall short of sustained-yield objec-
tives, especially when it takes some
50 to 60 years before the young trees
mature, Hess said.

Proposed additional cutbacks in
harvests on national forest land to
protect the northern spotted awl
places additional pressure on private
forests.

“Where do you make up the dif-
ference, if you can?" Hess said,
“You either reduce the amount of
logs wyou use or you (abandon}

gustained-yield on your own land
Anid we don’t want to do either one d
those,"

“The national forests have to o=
tribute their proportion of the pw
material base out there in orde 0
maintain the industry as we knw It
today." '

The 11.8. Fish and Wildlife 5rvice
is to decide by June 23 whetherto list
the owl as & threatened spects. In-
dustry and state employmnt of-
ficials estimate some 18,00 jobs
would be lost under a cientific
panel's recommendation treut 10gg-
ing on federal forest landdy 29 per-
cent if the owl is listed.

Hess sald the timbepindustry is
trying to get a six-mont @xtension of
the review period becsSe additional
information on owl pbitat is being
developed.

“Already these discovering
more owls becanr they're looking in
places they net looked before,”
Hess said. *T® more you look for
owls the more 0U find thern, even on
privately mraged forests.”

Yakima Herald-Republic
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Hess points out that much of the
harvested area in the Teanaway has
old trees and snags remaining.

“Which is important for biodiversi-
ty and wildlife,” Hess sald. "That's
not accidental. That's conscious.”

The Teanaway serves as a perfect
model that a forest can serve hoth
man and wildlife, Hess said, citing
the area’s resource value, its recres-
tional opportunities (Boise main-
tains several campgrounds) and its
wildlife habitat,

Estrella, stabbing a hole in the
earth to make room for another

seedling, said he plans one day Lo br-
ing his children to the Teanaway Lo
show them the trees he planted.

I'll come back and say, ‘That's
what I did,' ' he said with a smile. "'
like the forest. I like nature.’’

OLYMPIA {AP) — There was o
typf the Washington State Lotte
$1 muyjion Lotto drawing, a lottery
B ninto winner will receive
lottery mokesman Richard Paul
laxes.
The jackiai for Wednesday's
Paulson said.
ﬁ,gﬂﬁi :“15}12’35 had five of t
328 snch, were 3,149 tick
Sales for the Lotto tawing wer
Paulson said 32 Quing tickets 1
symbols drawn, paying g sa5 api
symbols matching, worthisg each
Total sales for the Quintoqrawi
The winning cards were tie Te

. Hearts, Queen of Diamonds aid g

Paulsen sald the cards do my
ticket to win,

Here are winnitg numbers sele
Daily Game: 0-04
Lotto: 22-23-32-34-3% 41
Cuinto: Ten of Spathg Three
Diamonds, Four of Diamigs,

amelot
\Cleaners



Boise Cascade official will testi

By WES NELSON
Of the Horalg-Aapubiic

Owl-protection guidelines an-
nounced this week threaten to run
harvest-limiting circles around
privately owned timber, said a Boise
Cascade spokesman who will testify
before a congressional subcom-
mittee today in Olympia.

Brian Boyle, state Commissioner
of Public Lands, said earlier this
week that 389 state and private
operations would be shut down fo
Eﬁ.&msﬁi—ﬁ.ﬂnﬂ&ﬂaﬂ_.

Boyle said he was taking the action
to comply with federal guidelines
designed to protect the owl, which
the U.5. Fish and Wildlife Service
listed as a threatened species July 23
under the federal Endangered
Species Act.

#

Under the action, protection
circles will be drawn around each
known owl nest or owl activity
center. A nest or activity center may
be on state or federal land, bot the
1.B-mile radius drawn around each
one will include some private lands.

Under the new state rules, the
state Department of Natural
Resources will use the State En-
vironmental Policy Act (SEPA) in
evaluating applications for logging
within designated owl-habitat areas.

““This means a full environmental
checklist will be required under
SEPA,” Boyle said.

Bill Howard, a Boise Cascade
forester, said the company expects a
significant impact in its Teanaway
region, where a private survey
recently found 37 owls — 11 nesting
pairs and 15 young birds.

Under the new rules, timber
harvests may end on some 22,000
acres of Boise's 50,000-acre
Teanaway, Howard said Thursday.

Boyle this week complained the
federal government will shift the
burden of providing ample owl
habitat to state and private forests as
it allows logging to increase on
federal lands.

“The statements that have been
made that there will be no impact on
non-federal lands because of owl pro-
tection are not true. There are
substantial impacts,' Boyle said.

“The feds are playing by a dif-
ferent set of rules. Owl habitat is be-
ing logged under congressional
direction to keep the federal timber
harvest up. It's pushing the financial
burden of protecting nesting pairs of

_owls onto adjacent non-federal lands.

It's not right,”’ Boyle said.

Howard, who is one of several to
appear before the Congressional
Agriculture Committee’s [forests,
family farms and energy subcom-
mittee today, said the new rules be-
ing enforced by DNR are confusing.

*and we have a hard time getting
explanations from the DNR on what
they mean,” said Phil Hess, another
Boise Cascade forester.

What is known is that at least 40
percent of the suitable owl habitat
acreage within 1.8 miles (2.2 miles in
the Olympic Peninsula) of a site
must be maintained as available
habitat.

That would be about 2,500 acres of
a 6,308-acre circle.

Also, 50 percent of the acreage
within a 0.7-mile radius of the nest or
activity center (roughly 500 of 1,000

Local History

acres) must be maintained. In addi-
tion, 70 acres of the best owl habitat
encompassing and buffering the nest
itself must be maintained, the state
has ruled.

While Howard and Hess said it's
reasonable to preserve such 70-acre
buffers, it's unrealistic to set aside
thousands of acres in perfect circles
around each nest site.

“It's very evident that owls don't
range in circles,” Howard said.

Boyle expressed doubt thal the
prescribed circular habitat boun-
daries are supported by scientifie
data. “In our opinion, the fact that
people drew a circle just indicates
they knew how to use a compass,” he
said.

Owl surveys will be required out-
side of owl-habitat areas before logg-
ing can occur if evidence of owls is

YAKIMA HERALD REPUBLIC

fy on impact of ‘owl circles’

present. This could include feathers,
young owls or owl feces. ;

While the presence of the owls on
private forest land threatens to
reduce Boise Cascade's harvest, it
also shows that owls not only live but
thrive on managed forest lands,
Howard said.

This contradicts a previous forest
management view that few If any
owls lived within what's cslled the
Cascade’s Interstate %0 corridor,
which includes Boise Cascade's
Teanaway district, Howard said.

The area has been heavily manag-
ed for 80 or more years. The
presence of owls, a5 shown by a
survey conducted for Boise Cascade
by the National Council for Air and
Stream Improvement, suggests that
owls have adapted to managed
forests, Howard said.

7/ BT
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Soggy roads

« Local HIisLOF

force Boise-
“to shut down
plywood Plant

YifiMa HI-HJ-L RERUBLIC

Soggy roads in Boise
Cascade timberlands have
prevented deliveries of ve-
neer logs, forcing a one-
week shutdown of the
company's plywood plant
in Yakima, officials said
Friday.

About 100 employees
will be out of work during
the work curtailment be-
ginning Monday, Boise
Cascade regional forester
Phil Hess said. They will
not be paid for the week
but may use vacation time,
he said,

Such shutdewns are
“not uncommon,” Hess
said, but added none has
occurred in recent memo-
ry. Shutdowns also have
occurred in summer when
pericds of extreme fire
danger stop logging opera-
tions.

Rainstorms &
companied with some
snow earlier in the week
drenched logging roads in
the Cascades and pre-
vented the company [rom
using trucks and heavy
equipment to haul out logs
used for making plywood,
Hess said.

He said some roads be-
came physically impass-
able, and any attempts to
operate equipment over
them could cause environ-
mental damage.

“One of the elements of
dealing with natural re-
sources,”" he said, “is you
have to work with it, not
against it."'
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Budworm spray plan appé led

Locad
ractices Appeals Board in Olympia this weel
By WESLEY,D. NELSON “_-,J_,*_f\“*_-l_*”-}{[ e 1'r.'-=.-ﬁn.'-'r.~: et & bl g0
R e i ! *-!.llrlil- I;:Iljéll't*.rllh'rll of Natural Resources's pre
An appeal of Boise Cascade's Rroposed uge ({Jf illuln:n:'.x approval ‘of the spraving and 'I,II'{.' &
":HI!I'”-\II to SPrRy 11,500 I‘“.Irﬂs of !i[!t'IrL‘{‘I Emf{_ DNR to l!-."il.'h'l;' &n J'!i'mIﬂ'll-;'n':iiZ:.'I|I||[.‘-.:'| SLELE
worm-infested forests near Goldendale could L:][.] ment under the terms of the state Environmental
spray plans this year as well as more trees, Policy Act. CANINA HEFA {

Iray pro

DNR, which approved two smaller s 18910

grams Boise Cascade did in 1980 and
(See BUDWORM, Page 12A)

company officials said Thursday. . !
S1x groups, led by the Washington ’l‘qst Coa-
lition and Washington Environmental Couneil in

Seattle, filed the appeal with the state Forest

Local rlistory

12A—Yakima Herald— Re blic Friday, May 24, 1991
_-_____'___'E‘—"———-—-—_.}__L—h
Budworm/ﬁ-om e

issued a “mitigated determing-

tion of nonsignificance’ April
22 on the proposed spraying of
carbaryl or Sevin,

The forest products company
had hoped to begin spraying
within the first two weeks of
June, but company spokesmen
said a tentative hearing sched-
uled June 27 before g Judge
would effectively kill the spray
program, The company intends
to ask the board to move that
date up.

The western spruce bud-
waorm, blamed for the destrue-
tion of millions of acres of for-
ests in Washington and Oregon
in recent years, is entering a
vulnerable growth stage, said
Phil Hess, chief forester of
Boise Cascade’s Central Wash-
ington Reglon,

Early June is the best time to
hit the pest, he said.

The appeals board is an inde-
pendent quasi-judicial agency
that hears appeals of decisions
made by DNR,

“Aerial application of car-
baryl plus diesel oi] over an
arca of 11,500 acres will have
significant adverse environ-
mental impaets,” contends the
dppeal, filed by Hood River,
Ore., attorney Jay F. Sherrerd,

Other appellants include the
Mid-Columbia Resource Advo-
cates, Columbia River United,
Columbia River Audubon Soei-
EL‘E" and People for Peace and
Life,

Hess expressed dismay over
the timing of the appeal — filed
in the last days of a comment
period. Should Boise Cascade
prevail, it will be for naught
since the Spray program’s “win-
dow of opportunity” will have
closed, Hess said,

"It is a tentative
is a date that
us," he said,

Furthermore, Hess accused
the Washington Environmental
Council of ‘undermining” a
Timber, Fish and Wildlife
agreement the counci] signed

on to four vears ago.

The agreement provides a
framework for resolving forest
practice issues without resort-
ing to lawsuits, The couneil was
Among environmental, triba]
and timber industry groups
agreeing to adhere tp the
agreement's principles, Hess
Said.

"They're obstructionjsts, "
Hess charged, “It's clearly out-
side the spirit and the intent of

date, but it
won't work for

TFw."
Boise Cascade forester Bill
Howard said the company's

proposed spraying more than
meets requirements spelled out
in an environmental impact
statement DNR conducted for
budworm management,
Specifically, Boise has “tri-
pled” the buffer zone for spray-

ing near waterways from the
state-mandated 100 feet to 300
feet, Howard said.

The Washington Toxics Coali-
tion has eited CONCErn over car-
baryl's adverse effects on
aguatic insects, which form the
food source for fish. Addition-
ally, the coalition fears car-
baryl's toxicity would be jn.
creased by the presence of die-
sel in the spray, Boise Caseade
would mix the two 80 the spray
will stick on trees infested by
the budwaorm,

“And the buffers take care of
that,” Hess said, "Nobody is ad-
Vocating the spraying of Sevin
over water,"

As required by law. Boise will
spray a biological agent called
Bt, short for bacillus thuring-
iensis, near waterways. The ap-
pellants prefer Bojse Cascade
use Bt for the entire project,

"I'm very gratefu] that they've
agreed to do that — after pres
sure from the Yakima Indian
Nation to do that, said (he
coalition’s Cha Smith, citing the
tribe’s ohjection last year to
Boise Cascade's plan to spray
Sevin near parts of the 1.3 mil-
lion-acre reservation's south.
western horder.

"It certainly |g Eoing to help
alleviate the impacts to the
water ... but drift is known to
occur more than 300 feet.,” she
added. “It wafts around in air
currents."

Boise Caseade Ingists  cap
baryl is the only answer to g
pest that's affected nearly half
of its 80,000 acres of forest near
Goldendale,

"There’s no good seientific
evidence that Bt would be ef
fective on thig forest, piven the
extent of the damage." Hpass
said,

Az for bypassing the Timher,
Fish and Wildlife agreement
with the appeal, Smith said
Boise Cascade forced the issue,

"I haven't seen forest prae-
tices change significantly sinee

TFW was created” she said
"“You can mitigate around in
cireles only so long.”

Howard threw the blame
baclk.

"We have made attempts tn
communicate with those folks
and have had little success," he
Said.

Smith said the timing of the
appeal had more to do with
appellants' lack of resources
and g burgeoning workload
than with altempts to delay
spraying before a Jjudgment iy
rendered, Furthermore, the 0.
day public comment period -
which began after DNR's initial
approval of Boise Cascade's ap-
plication April 22 _ g set by
law and the timing of the ap-
peal wouldn't haye hastened or
delayed a formal hearing on
the matter, she said,

e ———
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Boise Cascade spray plan goes to top court

By WESLEY D. NELSON
o the Herald Republic

A dispute over Boise Cascade Corp.’s spraying of
an insecticide in Klickitat County to control an
outhreak of the western spruce budworm will
réach the state Supreme Court today.

A Supreme Court commissioner will hear an
anti-pesticide group’s request for an emergency
ruling to overturn a Klickitat County Superior
Court judge’s decision that allowed Boise Cascade
to spray some 6,000 acres Sunday and Monday.

The Washington Toxics Coalition criticized an
after-hour ruling last Friday by Judge Ted Kolba-
ba overturning Administrative Law Judge William
Harrison’s June 14 order stopping the timber
company from spraying, pending a hearing by the
state's Forest Practices Appeals Board.

The coalition opposes Boise Cascade's use of

carbaryl, a chemical that is mixed with diesel fuel
and then sprayed over inlested trees. The group
says the chemical's toxicity is harmful to birds and
fish.

Boise Cascade officials, however, argue that use
of the chemical has been approved by the federal
Environmental Protection Agency, and the state
Department of Natural Resources approved the
company’s plans to spray 11,500 acres north of
Goldendale.

Timber harvested from the company’s Klickitat
County holdings goes to Boise Cascade’s timber
and wood products division in Yakima.

Forester Bill Howard said the spray program
will save thousands of trees. The budworm has
defoliated millions of acres of foresls in Washing-
ton and Oregon in recent years.

Cha Smith of the toxies coalition, however, said
carbaryl threatens forest ecosystems. The group
contends Boise Cascade's spray program should
not be allowed to proceed based on a judge’s
verbal, rather than written, order,

The order, made in a hearing Friday evening,

did not allow for eitizen participation, Smith said.

.::.m totally slimy what's going on. They're ma-
nipulating the law. They're abusing the whole
process,” she said.

Howard and DNR's Sara Crickenberger, how-
ever, said the hearing Friday had been scheduled
for earlier in the afternoon but was delayed to
accommodate the late arrival of legal counsel.

“It wasn't any of our doing,” Howard said.

~ But Crickenberger acknowledged DNR ques-
tioned the oral order. That question was ad-

dressed Tuesday afternoon when Kolbaba issued a
written version of fiis order from Friday, she said.

Howard and Crickenberger added that Har-
rison’s initial order also was verbal.

“1 don’t know why they (the coalition) want
KEolbaba's order in writing and not Harrison's,”
mnﬂma said, :gn_.ammﬂw like a double standard
to me.”

Smith, however, said the whole matter should
have been settled before the Forest Practices
Appeals Board before any spraying occurred.

“The judge couldn't have done much homework
to make that ruling.” she said.

With Kolbaba's issuance of a written order
.—.:mmn_m_. Smith said Boise Cascade will soon

“jump back in ﬁuﬂﬁ. helicopters™ and violate the
law.

&
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for help before cras

By WESLEY D, NELSON
Of the Hersld-Ropubilc

The pilot of & helicopter that

crashed Wednestay while under

contract with the B Cascade
Corp. radioed for help before his
helicopter went | in & for-

ested area northwest of Golden-
dale.

Mike Stockhill, an investigator
from the National Transportation
Safety Board, said the downed
Bell 47G-3B1 was removed from
the crash site Thursday and in-
vestigators will further examine
the wreckage today.

“The pilot had declared a may-
day so the indication was he was
having a problem, but that prob-
lem has not been identified,”
Stockhil] said.

The pilot, James Shreve, 43,
Albany, Ore., and s Boise Cas-
cade employee, Edward Schroe-
der, 38, Yakima, were returning
from surveying an area Boise
Caseade planned to spray with
carbaryl, an insecticide the com-
pany had been using since Sun-
day to control an outbreak of the
western spruce budworm.

Schroeder, a forest analyst who
e ——

was supervising the spray pro-
gram, died in the crash. Shreve
remained in serious econdition
Thursday in a Portland hospital
with head, face and rib injuries,

Timber industry and govern-
ment officials blame the bud-
worm for the defoliation of mil-
lions of acres of forests in Wash-
ington and Oregon in recent
years, Carbaryl is the subject of a
dispute invelving Boise Cascade,
the state Department of Natural
Resources and several environ-
mental and citizen groups that
say carbaryl 15 harmful to the
environment.

Boise Cascade officials say the
chemical is safe to use and the
company has complied with re-
strictions governing its use near
witerways.

The spray program came lo a
halt Wednesday when a state Su-
preme Court commissioner or
dered the matter be heard before
the state Forest Practices Ap-
peals Board. The board will rule
on an appeal by environmental
Broups seeking to stop Boise Cas-
ctde [rom using the chemieal,
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Gary Hull and John Schmidt grade lumber at the Boise Cascade mill: High quality Is the goal, even If It means slowing down the process.

Boise Cascade’s quality quest

Mechanical and philosophical retoolings change direction at mill

By BRIER DUDLEY
©Of tha Herald-Repubile

lekups crowd the parking lot at Bolse Cas-

cade's Central Washington headquarters, a
small wood building dwarfed by three mills rum-
bling and smoking nearby.

It's not exactly the place one would expect Lo
find heady management strategles that sound
more like those of a Japanese automaker than a
Yakima lumber mill.

But an innovative management program has
been In full swing at the mill for a year and a half,
and operations manager Steve Thomas says it has
contributed to the mill's “best year in recent
memory.” He also thinks it's the wave of the
future for American Industry.

Called Taotal Quality, the program Invalves em-
ployees, customers and suppliers in ellorls to
improve quality and service,

The four-tier program begins with satisfied em-
ployees who help improve production processes.
The improvements lead to customer satisfaction,
which Inereases financlal performance.

It may Sound straightforward, but it's new-
fangled for a mill that for years processed logs as

fast as possible. Now the goal is to produce a
high-guality product, even il it means slowing
down the mill to get four square corners and
lewer defects on every board,

“We are learning from other parts of industry
that quality sells. We're trying to change the
eulture (to) where it is a practice and a process,
rather than just a speed,” said Thomas, who
oversees Boise Cascade’s Central Washington op-
erations — 262,000 acres of forests, two sawmills
and a plywood mill that produce enough material
to build 20,000 homes a year.

Total Quality appeared as Boise Cascade pulled
itsell up by the bootstraps alter tough years in the
early 1980s. The company re-evaluated its strate-
gies and retogled for a future in which logs will
be smaller and more costly.

“It's been a slow road back,” Thomas said, “We
are emerging with a whole new way of doing
business,”

JAPANESE-STYLE management strategies have
been adopted by other natural resource industries
emerging from the early 1980s doldrums, accord-
ing to Keith Blatner, a professor at Washington
State University's natural resources science de-

partment.

“The mills are looking for every opportunity to'
enhance recovery,” he said. “A lot of times people
working on the floor can see things or offer
supggestions. IT one in 50 works, it's worth the time
and investment to involve labor."

New managemenl approaches are just ong way
mills have become more efficient in the 19808,
according to forest products analyst Larry Katz of
Pacific Crest Securities in Portland, Ore.

“It's been going on for a long time," he said, “As
your raw material costs became higher than labor
and operating costs, you had to pay more atten-
tion to how much return you got out of the log."

Weyerhasuser and other companies have also
adopted quality-oriented management programs,
Katz said. “Everybody's doing it.-It's just become
a way to do business.”

It may be no coincidence that Thomas came to
Yakima about the same time Total Quality was
introduced in 1980, He is the first manager of a
Boise Cascade mill to have risen from the busi-
ness’s personnel rather than manufacturing side.

Formerly personnel administration manager at

(See BOISE, Page 4G)
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the company's headquarters in ﬁ products ts g single customer:
Boise, Idaho, Thomas has 5 mas- Home Depot, 4

rapidly Erowing

ter's degree in personal guidanee GYDU hEVE‘ got to chain of home improvement me.

and has done Eraduate worlk tp- : Bastores based jp Atlanta,

ward a doctorate ]g philosophy, have pPassion for Home Depot plans to grow from
“I am eomforta le in front of 166 to 500 stores and will open jtg

others,” he said, declining 1o YDUr Custurners and first Washington store in Tacomg

Speculate on {he reason for his

appointment, }'DU have tﬂ “"Je early next year,

"I see that ag the future —

Until Thomas was named pa. H H Eoing to markpt in & more direct
Eional manager in June 1891, the thEl‘f E‘XDECtaTIDnS.Q way for volume aceounts," Tha-
Yakima mil] paid little more than

mas said. Currently 20 (o 23 per-
lip service to Tolal Quality, he "Bs'i“"'ac?:'“m:: cent of the mijlls' Production |s
sald. Now it's gospel - marked Olse Casca exported and much of its dimen.
by a red banner outside that pro- — sional lumber Eoes to window

claims ‘If the customer wins, you
can’t lose' — and Thomas is the technology made them usable, Katz said selling to home im-
local ministey Results of the r estructuring are  provement centers is more repas.

“Our mission {s done when that  already Showing. A fourth shift slon-proof than selling into the
cuslomer places the next order, was recently aﬂdedtin the ply- new-homa construction market,
because then we know we were Wood mill, inereasing employ- oo different standards apply.
iy cessful the first time," he sajg  ment from 480 last year to 520.  wpo cant in the consumer market,
“You have got to have passion for Thomas estimates 10993 sales will it's more appearance,” he sajd.
[oar Customers and you have 15 be $100 million, up from $80 mil- Boise Cascade {s already a pre.
live their eXpectations. If yoy lion in 199) and $75 million in ferred supplier to Home Depot,
don't, you'll be out of business.” 1991. :

With that kind of attitude in Boise Cascade’s 3p building quality produpts,

manufacturers,

pPlace, he gaid, *1 think you're products mills haye actually We have raised our standards
£oing to get paybacks far in ex- boosted the torporate balance quite a bit, In a bgd market, we
cess of capital Improvements,* sheets, posting income in 199; Will get the business ir our gual-

and through September 1992, but 4, 5 high," Thomas said, “Ip &
NOT THAT capmaL Improve.  Boise Cascade’s Paper and paper good market, they wil come to ug
ments aren't  important. Boise products segments have shown first (and) maybe they will pay
Cascade has spent $25 Million up-  losses that haye dragged down more for the product.”
grading the 150-aere Yakima  the company gveral). Also, he said, “If yoy coneen-
complex gince 19g7 A second The company and its subsidiar- trate op quality, manulacturing
sawmill was added énd the ply- les showed a totg| operaling in- Processes become Quicker and
Wwood mill was retooled to handle come loss of about $82.5 million sales averages become higher,”
smaller logs, over the first nine months of Another goal is to Mmake operg-
Plywood is made by peeling 1092, dccording to a Bojge Cas-  tions efficient enough to harvest
logs into thin sheets using a giant cade sharcholders report Paper 4 tree, process it and ship the
lathe. The sheels are glued to- products Posted a nearly $153 finished products within 50 days,
gether and eut intg pnnef;. million logs jn Operating income, That will enabla the mill to re.
Another $2 milllon-plus wiy] be while building products showed a Spond even faster tq orders and
sPent next summer on g lathe gain of $84 million, market fluctuations,
five times faster and able to pee] i "The whole goa] is to becoma
S-lnch diameter logs — IncIuding MORE CHANGES are in store very, very efficient in scheduling
iree tops that in the Past were for the Yakima operations, which and the manufacturing process,”

left to rot in the forest befors eventually could e[| most of its Thomas sald,



cuts back

Boise Cascade

announces layoffs
at Yakima plant

By BRIER DUDLEY
Of tho Hernld-Republic P ey - ] :

Dwindling supplies of large pine trees will - - e R ' ed
force Bolse Cascade to lay off 45 to 50 em- |5 . '
ployees at its Yakima sawmill March 26,
company officials said Wednesday,

Employees were lold last week that one of
the two shilts on Boise's large sawmill will
be eurtailed “for the foresecable future,"
according to Steve Thomas, mansger of
Boise Cascade’s Central Washinglon opera-
tions.

The move will cut nearly 10 percent of the T ™ - | . g .

322 current jobs at the 150-acre [facility, - A : —- i — - S LT
Yakima County's second largest private em- S A . = 4 s
ployer.

Mill workers were aware of the large log
shortage and anticipated layaffs last year,
Rick Heilman of Industrial Workers Local - ——

2739 said. Mill wages average just under $10 {Staif photo by Kirk Miraln)
per hour, he said. The Boise Cascade mill in Yakima will be laying off about 50 people, roughly 10 percent of its workers, at the
end of March. It's the first major layoff at the plant since 1982. Dwindling timber supplies are blamed for the
(See MILL, Page 2A) cutbacks. Dowty Aerospace Yakima and Noel Foods alsa announced maior lavatfs recantiv
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who have vet to make good:

m Morris John MeCleary,
former head of Home Plan Sav-
ings and Loan Association in
lowa who admitted stealing near-
Iy %2 million from his thrift, has
been paying just $30 a month to-
ward the $1.85 million in restitu-
tion he was ordered to pay in
1689. He served two years, two
months in prison under a plea
agreement that spared him from
a maximum of five years in pris-
on,

® Jack Dean Franks, a consult-
ant convicted of helping swindle
the failed State Federal Savings
and Loan in Corvallis, Ore., has

AL ERAAAE A LA R RE WS SRS e
gign of ils success in prosecuting
S&L cases.

For instance, Justice boasted
in its 1981 report to Congress
that Oklahoma banker Gary
Hobbs was penalized with a 7va-
year jail term and a $10.2 million
restitution order for defrauding a
thrift. But the 1962 Justice docu-
ment shows that Hobbs has re-
paid just $204 830,

Ira Raphaelson, the former
Justice Department special pros-
ecutor who coordinated the gov-
ernment’s attack on S&L fraud,
eonceded, It misleads the publie
to suggest that there will be a
substantial recovery.”

Mulroney/ som page 1a

to set a date, probably sometime
this fall,

Mulroney's tenure was torpe-
doed by his failure to come to
prips with Canada’s economic
erisis, its soaring debt and an un-
employment rate over 11 percent,
He also was unable to resolve the
constitutional erisis fired by
French-speaking Quebec's desire
for special status.

Mulroney's [fellow Tories -—
keenly aware of what happened
to Mulroney's close political ally
George Bush — breathed a deep
eich al ralief at the nows.

friend and partner of the United
States, and I wish him well.”

Waiting in the wings are many
conservatives anxious to take
over the top spot, including De-
fense Minister Kim Campbell,
Trade Minister Michael Wilson,
Communications Minister Perrin
Beatty and Environment Minister
Jean Charest

But the Tories’ most respected
politician, Constitutional Affairs
Minister Joe Clark, reiterated his
weekend announcement that he
was resigning from politics and

tors worried about home-state in-
terests attacked President
Clinton's proposed energy Lax
Wednesday as lobbyists opposed
to the measure lined the halls
outside the hearing room.

The chairman of the Senate
Energy Committee, Sen. Bennett
Johnston, D-La., led the panel in
questioning the levy, which
would raise the price of gasoline
an estimated 72 cents a gallon
and an average home electrie bill
by $2.25 a month. He called for a
national sales tax on most goods
and services instead.

“I'm angered this administra-

gald ben, Larry wraig, he-idano.
The tax, he said, “will ba very
destructive to many economies in
this country.”

“The economy of the Northwest
would collapse,” added Sen.
Mark Hatlield, R-Ore.

The broadsides (rom both sides
of the aisle came as Senate Mi-
nority Leader Bob Dole, R-Kan,,
told reporters he believed the
overall economic program was in
jeopardy.

“They know the package is in
trouble," Dole said,

That comment drew a wither-
ing reply from Clinton,

Call sdy Ulal, LUk I 3
during the last 12 ye:
other presidents and
gress quadrupled the
deht, Clinton told 1
“I'm trying to do someth
it and turn it around &
the opposite direction.”
Sen. Dale Bumpers
said the criticism shows
nearly impossible to
major defleit-reductic
“The hallways are li
people out here” opp
energy tax, and if some
ferent were proposed,
there would be a differe

Mill/ from Page 1A

The last major layoflf at the mill was in

1982,

“It's a tragedy and one that could be easily

mill," he said,

“] don't see us ever shutting down the large

diverted ... there's plenty of wood in the for-
est” Thomas said, partly altributing the
shortage to environmental restrictions on gov-
ernment timber sales.

Another factor is the changing mix of trees
in area forests, where [ir species have over-
taken stands of pine, Thomas sajd.

State foresters confirmed Central Washing-
ton timber sales will drop from 40 million to
17 million board feet this year.

But sales should return to normal levels in
16895, when spotted owl habitat areas have
been mapped and compensated lor, ac-

The 90«ear-old large mill produces di-
mensional lumber, including knot-free mate-
rial sold to molding manufacturers. Thomas
said it may have the largest capacity of any
sawmill in Washington state.

Curtalling the large mill reflects a new era
for the lumber industry, in which mills must
be more efficient and use smaller, farm-
raised timber, Thomas said.

Boise Cascade's other Yakima operations
— g small sawmill and plywood mill added in
1987 for $25 million — are geared for smaller
logs and are not facing layofls, Thomas said.
Another $2 million will be spent in July on




Boise fire

oll: layoffs,

$1 million
in damage

By DAVID WASSON

Of the Herald-Rapuhlic

It could be two months before an estimated 51
million in damage to Boise Cascade’s northeast Yaki-
ma plywood plant can be fully repaired, meaning
temporary layolfs are ahead, company officials said
Thursday. ;

The 180 workers employed in the plywood opera-
tion are helpWig with cleanup efforts and as many as
possible will be used in the repair phase as well,
said Dick Just, the company’s Washington regional
manager. Butl two-thirds or more likely will be with-
out jobs until the plant is operating again, he said

“Strictly guessing, it will be a month before we can
be running part time and two months before we're
back full time.” Jusl said

A devastating fire that started in one of the com-
pany’s four veneer dryers Weidnesday evening swepl
through the southern end of the massive plywood
plant. The resl of the company’s sprawling complex,
which includes two sawmills, was untouched and
remains fully operational.

The dryer fire shot up into the rafters and above
the plywood plant’s {ire-control sprinkler system, de-
stroying the industrial wiring that serves all four of
the driers. said Yakima plant manager Bob MaGrud-
er: '
The machinery itsell’ appears to have escaped any
major structural damage, Just said. The motors and
other mechanical parts connected to the machines
have yet to be fully inspected, he added

Just and MaGruder credited quick-thinking work-
ers in Lhe plywood plant with preventing a far worse
disaster.

“Our employees did a marvelous job in knocking
that (fire) down,™ said Just, who arrived in Yakima
today from Lhe company’s regional headguarters in
Kettle Falls. “They did their best ... and when the
sprinkler system kicked in, they sounded the general
alarm and evervbody except those involved in fight-

MAE 31 1835

and caused an estimated $1 million damage.

ing the fires evacuated.” Yakima firefighters, joined
by erews from several surrounding departments, took
over the battle. MaGrder said the firefighters were

1= to contain the blaze before il broke completely
thirough the roof and spread beyond the dryer opera-
tions

But while officials nole the fire could have been
worse, they acimowledge the damage itsell is bad
enough,

Without operalional veneer driers, whith heal
wood strips at lemperatures of 350 degrees Lo 400
degrees lo remove sap and other moisture, the entire
plywood operation is shut down.

Production of unfilled plywood orders held by the
Yakima plant will be transferred to other Boise Cas-
cade operations, Just said The company has three
other plywood plants across the Northwest,

Just said tontative plans are to have one or two of
the veneer dryers operating within a month, which
would enable the plant to partially reopen, he said.
Workers will begin receiving recall notices based on
seniority once operalions resume

Although small fires in veneer dryers are relatively

(Stalf photo by Gordon King)
Boise Cascade employees, including Larry Baughman, left, and Ellis Ranta, spent Thursday
cleaning up the aftermath of a fire that burned a hole in the roof of the plant’s plywood shop

Local History

¥ ARA HERALD REPUELE

common, company officials said they have no idea
why Wednesday's blaze erupted out of control. An
investigation is being conducted to determine what
went wrong. they said.

“Thig, for some reason, was not a normal dryer
fire," Just said.

Meanwhile, the Yakima County Health Department
said Thursday that initial concerns about possible
contamination to shallow wells from the runofl’ water
used to battle the blaze appear unfounded.

Skip Steinmetz, environmental health director,
said most of the neighborhood is served by city water
and that an investigation Thursday found no con-
taminants in the ground water.

“It’s safe to drink now, as is." he said. “No alert
will be issued.”

Boise Cascade is Yakima County's second-largest
private employer, with a total work force of about
500 and a $16 million annual payroll. The Yakima
plant produces enough lumber each year to build
about 25,000 houses.

Employvees with questions about the slatus of their
jobs or the rebuilding efforts can call the company’s
information line at 457-T200.



Boise bas

Company throws a party

By VIRGINIA de LEON
o the Hll'mbllc

With its newly renovated plant and a $3
million investment on new equipment and
training, Boise Cascade Corp. in Yakima
has reason to celebrate, said Dick J ust,
manager of the company’s Washington pe-
gion,

"Our costs are on their way down and our
production is up,” he said. “Our employees
are making an oulstanding effort, "

To thank the 480 Rojse Cascade em-
ployvees and their families, the company
held u party — Family Appreciation Day —
Friday afternoon at its main office on
North Seventh and Easi H streets,

Friday's event was also the first time fam-
ilies were invited to tour the mill and learn
more about Boise Cascade, sgid Erin Nux-
oll, the company’s human resources coordi-
nator,

Despite the rain and freezing tem-
perature, employees and their families hud-
dled beneath tents mnd ate corn dogs, el-
ephant ears and other carnival-type treals.
Kids played games and got their faces
painted. The younger ones played with the

e —

BOIsSE CHSHDE
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clown or jumped into the baby-sized pool
filled with popearn

“We just wanted to Bive our employees g
chance to go through the mill, have a little
fun and to celebrate, " Just said,

With training and the com PAny's new
equipment, Boise Caseace emplovees have
changed the way they approach their Jjobs,
he said,

“We've become more technical,” said
Gary Hamilton, an electrician wha has
Worked at Boise Cascade for 31 vears, "Ey-
ervthing is computer-driven, It's made work
enjoyable, We have better tools and trouhle-
shooting aides."

Bul there's still more work Lo do, Just
said. He said the company is in the middle
of a “"huge re-engineering project” and stil|
needs to explore ways to improve jts efs
ficieney,

The Yakima facility consists of two saw-
mill plants and ong plywood mill, Tt is one
of 30 Boise Cascade farilities across the
nation and the state’s second largest lum-
ber mill, Boise Cascade 18 hased in Boise,
Idaho,

{_L'hli { ||'.:‘-"-" T (O
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to celebrate new mill, equipment

DICK JUST
« BN outatanding afise”
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GORDON KINGYakima Harals-Regubillo tis

Joise Cascade plywood operator Otis King sorts wood In a 1995 photo. A combination of factors, Including a fire at Bolse's mill in
Aedford, Ore., and improved efficlency at the Yakima plant, has extended employment for the Yakima workers.

Yakima Gets Extended Run of Mill

3oise Cascade will keep
Yakima plywood plant

roing to end of 1999

iy DAVID LESTER
AM IS, HERALD-REPLIRLIC

A three-month reprieve is turn-
ng into a full year for employees
f Boise Cascade's plywood mill
n Yakima,

The Boise, Idaho-based wood-
roduets firm announced Monday
ylans to continue operating the
lant through the end of next year,
“he decision maintains the jobs
f 220 employees an additional
line months,

Employees were informed of the
lecision Monday, Company offi-
ials made the decision Friday,

The mill originally was sched-
led to close late next month. But
he closure was extended to April

in the aftermath of a fire thal
lestroved Boise's Medford, Ore.,
Iywood plant in September.

Dick Just, a Boise Cascade
regional manager in Kettle Falls,
said the plant is being kept open
tofill customer orders that would
have been lost otherwise. It is the
second extenslon is being made
due to the Oregon fire.

“Because we are still tryving to
figure out how or if to rebuild
Medford, we want to maintain
relationships with customers,”
Just said Monday. “Within the
company, it would have been hard
to do that if Yakima was closed
down."

Just added, however, the exten-
sion would not have been possi-
ble without improved production
performance that has made the
plant more efficient.

“While the decision to extend
the closure date is so we can con-
tinue to meet our customer
requirements, had the economic
penalty been as severe as il was
eight months ago, we wouldn't
have made that decision,” he said.
“Things have gotlen better. We

MILL/ ‘Slgnal That Thmgs are Changing’

Continued from Page 1A

ees earn wages that average $12.80

per hour

i)

have the Aexibility o exlend the
closure and serve those customer
requirements.”

He eredited emplovees [or the
improved performance

Lori Johanson, Boise's senior
human resource coordinator in
Yakima, said the plant has become
more productive by making sure
more of the raw wood produc|
ends up in a piece of plywaood,

“The hetter numbers we have

received in the last couple of

months are because emplovees
have worked hard at doing their
Jobs as efficiently and elfectively
as possible," she said.

Sherry Scott of Yakima, business

agenl for the Western Couneil of

Industrial Workers Local 2739,
said the extension had been
rumaored for some time,
“Certainly, from a union stand
point, we are looking at il as a pos-
itive in that it gives us thal much
more time to continue to make
necessary improvements to make
the plant more efficient and more
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profitable to extend beyond next
year,” she said.

Seott spid the plant is receiving
a belter log supply and that is
helping the plant be more effi-
crent

"Right now they are getting
some really good logs and that
helps as much as anything,” Scott
gaid. *1t's hard to identify some
real speecifie improvements. It's
more of a teamwork attitude
where people are working
together”

Plant efficiency was one of the
issues that prompted Boise to
announce the plant closure. Other
issues were dwindling timber sup-
plies, rising costs, and increasing
inventories of finished produet.

“some of our operaling ineffi-
ciencies have improved for a short
period of time,” Johanson said.
“We still have some of those {ssues
o deal with to a varying degree."”

The 220 plywood plant employ-

FLEASE SEE MILL PAGE 94

duecing aboul 375 million feet of
plywood annually. much of it the
same construction-grade plywood

A local economic development
official said he hopes the decision
means the company istaking a dif:
ferent look at the Yakima mill and
its future,

"While it was only announced
the plant will stay open through
19949, it has given us a signal that
things are changing,” said Dave
McFadden, executive director of
the Yakima County Development
\ssociation. “The produetivity is
up atthe mill, and combined with
other factors like the Medford fire
and a slight improvement in ply-
wood markets, it is hopeful this
can be turned around.”

The Medford plant was the com-
pany's largest plywood plant, pro-

sanded, finished plywood,

produced in the Yakima mill. The
Medford mill also produced

The Yakima mill's annual pro
duction is about 225 million foet,

scott said there will be some
level of frustration among plant
employees who would prefer o
have some cerlainty about theip
lutures, Some are trving to make
plans to return to school or enter
training programs for a new
career S TERY

A0 L




SO |
RPORBTIOR)
YAAIMA HERALD REPUBLIC

LOCAL HISTORY

s [R-B¥-FX

Boise Cascade
Will Rebuild
in Medford

MEDFORD, Ore, (AP) — Boise
Cascade’s announcement last
week that it will rebuild part of
its burned-down plywood plant
was greeted with a mix of opti-
mism and caution,

Business leaders and loeal gov-
ernment officials praised the
wood products compamy's rebuilt
operation, which will retain at
least one-third, and as many ns
three-quarters, of the 450 employ-
ees Lthal worked at the plant
before il was destroved by a
Labor Day fire.

“From Boise Cascade, it's an
early Christmas present,” said
Gordon Safley, executive direetor
of the Southern Oregon Region:l
Economic Development Ine, “The
beneficiaries will be not only the
Boise Cascade employees who
lost their jobs, but also the sup-
pliers that will regain a signifi-
cant portion of their business.”

Some employess who were
thrown out of work by the fire —
particularly those who were far
down on the seniority list — still
were unsure about their inime-
diate futures.

“1 had heard rumors they would
rebuild, but I'm going to have 1o
call to see what's going on,” said
Manuel Rios, wha worked al the
plant for two years, “But I'd love
to go back. If they hire up to 300,
that would give me a chanee.”

“1 don’t know whether I should
get excited or depressed about
it,” said Ron Spielbusch of Med-
ford, who started his 34th vear
with Boise Cascade the month
before the fire. "I've got about
eight years left before retirement
Unlike my son, who's worked
there 12 years but can starl
another career, I am too old to
start over. | need the retirement,
insurance and other benefits,”

Boise Cascade announced on
Christmas Eve that il would
rebuild part of the plant to pro-
duce dry veneer — the sheels
used to make plywood — and pre-
pare the panels it uses at its
White City mill to make |ami-
nated veneer lumhber,

Of the plant’s 450 employeeas,
about 50 still are working in
cleanup and salvage and will
gradually be shifted over to the
reconstruction projéet in the
spring, said Bob Smith, employes
relations manager lor Boige Cas-
cade's western Oregon region.
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FAKIMA HERALD-REPLISLC

Boise Cascade Corp. E:Ihil.l'l
loned plans Friday to :'Iusl.-r_ﬂﬁ
Yakima plywood plant, prompting
t collective sigh of relief ['rn_]'n
ommunity leaders and the zz_u
‘mployees who faced losing their
obs at year's end,

The i‘hri.‘}.f'. ldaho-hased timber
ompany said operations at its

Cascad

Yakima plant, targeted I!'I.‘r!“ closure
last summer as part of & massive
restructuring plan, now will con-
tinue indefinitely,

“Indefinitely is about as per-
manent as you get in I.h:l_ timber
industry these days,” said _Mlk:-
Tracy, vice-president of the
Yakima County Development
Association, which was usl;al'.n
lished to retain and attract |'rlllr_-l-
ness. “This is wonderful news,

Boise Cascade officials H“.‘j
two factors changed the plant's
late: Signs the facility is running
more efficiently and a fire |h:31.
gutted parts of Boise Cascade’s
Elgin, Ore., plywood plant last
weelk. : i

“Continued operation of the
Yakima plant now has _jm-rf-mfvd
importance in supplying Hu:.w'sl:
Cascade's plywood customers.
said company spokeswoman Lori

Johanson. .

Yakima's plywood plant earlier
had won a reprieve due to fire.

Last year, a blaze destr't}ye_d
Boise Cascade's plywood mill in
Medford, Ore., which the company
is rebuilding, In response, Ul'ﬁ{:lills
rf.frla;red for a vear the Yakima
plant’s elosure, originally slated
for the end of 1998,

When the latest news wag
announced during Friday's morn-
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end loaders at the
YEars and has a wife ang three
to know vou'l have a job and keep
making money, "

Boise Cascade also delivered
good news 1o Elgin, where Jast
week’s fire left 170 workers with-
out jobs. The company said it will
continue operations at the lown's
sawmill indefinitely, “"Repair of
the Elgin (plywood) plant wil]
begin soon," Johanson said
The company announced lgst
July that it planned Lo close the
sawmill, the Yakimsg plywood
Plant and severg) other facilities,
saying they had underperformed
for vears
In terms of job losses, Yakima
Was going lo be the biggest lospr
in the company’s restructuring
The chanees of getling Boise Cys.
cade (o reverse jts decision looked
dim,

Bul after months of saying the
facility was an economic liabilily,
the company now says things are
changing “( Jperating efficiencies
within the Yakima plywood plant
have been improving,” John Ben-
der, vice president of Boize Cas-
cade’s Timber and Wood Prod-
uet’s Division, said ina statement

"That trend must conlinue to

PLANT/Workers Cheer An

plant for eight

children at home. "It’s a big rolier

make the plant more competitive
within the industry,"

Bender also said timber sup.-
plies will “remain sufficient” to
keep the plant operating in the
immediate future, but his com-
ments alse seemed to come with
d warning, He said increasing the
availability of timber from U8,
forest lands is essential for long
term operations,

Nevertheless Yakima city
Manager Richard Zais said the
company “deserves a |p| of acen-
lades far continuing to work on
this issue ... and exploring al|
oplions to keep” the plant oper-
ating,

While the company's Yakima
sawmill and its 155 jobhs wera
Boing to be left Intact, the loss of
the plywood plant still would have
stripped the community of one of
its most important economic pijl-
lars, Zais said.

Friday's announcement came
85 8 surprise to both Zais and
Tracy, who said the g rea's chron-
ically weak economy has avoided
at least for the foreseeahle
future — a painfu) blow,
“'E"wn-huurrr'vd-pitm Family
wage jobs are staying,” Tracy said
What's more, the Plywood mill
won't become an abandoned shel|
of a building and tax dollars that
would have been spent on retrain-

YA

nouncement -
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OCeL b
HIE programs can be ysod for
other things, he said
Workers at the plywood plant
said they had begun to brace for
the closure by squirreling away
extra money, putting off major
purchases and signing up foryg
reiraining Program at Perpy
Technical Institute
Some joked {hai they were
thinking or applying lor jobs at
MeDonald's,
Une man said he Plans to buy
a boat this weekend, now that he
knows his job is maore than tem-
porary, Others said they planned
to keep saving money, just in case
the plant is clogad down the road.

But even workers who eom
plained that “indefinitely” was too
much of a gray ares 1o feel secure
said it was hard not to smile.

Rick Causey, 42 g shift super-
visor who has worked al the plant
tor 20 years, said the plant's new
life will relieve his family's sf ress
over the once-impending closure.

“"We've trying to keep the faith,
holding out hope that it would stay
open,” he said. “When | £el home,
my wife and [ are Eoing to go oul
and celebrate

B Heporter Joseph Rose can he
reached by phone oy S77-T628, or by

el ot frose akima frerald, com

B =P

ing shift, workers eclapped,
cheered and howled elatedly.
Many employees said not know-
ing whether the plant would
remain open after 1889 had _udldc:d
a great deal of stress to their fam-
FIYes,
R '!WF were hanging on the Edge
for a long time,"” said I{uhwll Bis-
coner, 38, who has operated front-

PLEASE SEE PLANT PAGE o4
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Kittitas Co.
Timberland
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C L]_. ELUM (AP} — Boise Cas-
cade Corp, will sell timberland in
the Teanaway and Cabin Creek
areas to U.S5. Timberlands for
about $60 million,

The sale involves 56 000 acres:
51,000 acres in the Teanaway and
5,000 acres in Cabin Creek.

“We're selling virtually all of
our holdings in those areas,"” said
Doug Bartels, information officer
for Boise Cascade. "We're going
to take the proceeds and reduce
our debl.” Bartels said the land
is no longer necessary to supply
Boise's operations.

115, Timberlands owns 615,000
acres of timberland in Oregon,
east of the Cascade Range,

Boise Cascade, or ils predeces-
sor company, has owned the
Teanaway land since 1903, said
Jeff Jones, chief unit forester for
Boise Cascade,

The Teanaway Valley is
renowned for its scenie gualities,
in large part created by the jux-
taposition of farm and forest land,
Boise Cascade has played a role
in that by never clear-cutting the
Teanaway.

Greg Byrne, chief finaneial offi-
cer for U.S. Timberlands, said he
could not comment on the com-
pany's land management strategy
for Teanaway and Cabin Cresk,

In & news release from U5,
Timberlands, the company's
chairman and CECQ John Rudey
stated said the properties will add
about 480 million board feel of
timber, principally Douglas fir
and Ponderosa pine, to the com-
pany,

The tract being sold represents
4 percent of Boise Cascade’s fee-
owned timberland in the North-
west.
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Dried wood veneer Is once again bein
veneer operation. Wednesday morning,

{Stall pholo by Gordon King)

produced at Boise Cascade's Yakima plant after a March 29 fire that shut down the
is West sorts according to grade veneer dried in dryer No. 2,

Plant’s almost back to normal

Boise Cascade lumbers

into operation after fire

By JOSEPH ROSE
Of the Harald-Republio

Log chips are (lying and steaming veneer
dryvers are rumbling again at Boise Cas-
cade’s massive northeast Yakima plywood
plant

Three months alter a devastating fire
caused $1.1 million in damage and resulted
in 130 temporary layoffs, the company says
the plant should be back to full operation
within the next weelk.

“IU's bastcally the same place it was be-
fore,! sald Boise Caseade spokeswoman
Erin Nuxoll of the plant’s renovations, "We
didn’t add anvihing, we just lixed things
up.

Meanwhile, company oflficials are explor-
ing ways to improve the fire-control sprin-
kler system that falled to contain the fire.
which swepl through a 100-fool-by-300-foot
section of the building on March 29,

A tour of the plant Wednesday showed few
signs of the blaze,

Destroyed beams and industrial wiring in
the building's rafters had been replaced,
And Nuxoll said all of the workers have
heen hired back, even though 12 of the
plant's 180 jobs are expected to be elimi-
nated this month

Plant manager Bob MaGruder said the fa-
cility also is operating better than it was
batore the blaze. At full operation, the plant
produces 5,000 panels per eight-hour shifl,

“The fire gave us & chance to upgrade the

egquipment,” MaGruder said. “The plant is
running strong. O course, 'd prefer not to
have to upgrade this way again,”

The company’s four 3-year-old veneer dry-
ors eseaped major structural damage but the
motors, wiring and some other mechanical
parts had to be replaced, he said,

The last of the damaged machines 18 un-
dergoing the final stages of s upgrade, and
will be ready for operation within the noext
week, MaGruder said,

On the down side of the Ore’s aftermath,
Boise Cascade expects to lose more than 51
million in revenue in addition to $1.1 million
in renovation and repair costs, The plant's
ustal production of about 60 million board
feel a year will be down by about 13 million
this year due to the shutdewn from March 30
to June 1, MaGruder said

But Nuxoll said neither the lost vevenue
nor the repair costs had anything to do with
the company's decision last month Lo trim 24
jobs in Yakima, The cuthacks, she said, are
due to the company's desire to streamline
operations.

MNuxoll said 12 jobs at the plywood plant
will be eliminated permanently through early
retirement plans, effective July 10

After the cutbacks, Boise Cascade — Yaki-
ma County’s second-largest private employer
— will have a total work force of 446 com-
pared with 320 a yvear ago. The company has a
216 million annual payroll

“The ecutbacks in the last year have been
through attrition,” Nuxoll said

On Wednesday, the company held a barbe-
cue outside the plant for relurning employees.
Nuxoll safd 50 emplovees were kepl on for
the cleanup and repair phases,

The plant Is part of Beise Cascade’s three-
mill Yakima complex, the state’s second-
largest wood-products manufacturing lacility.
The fire burned one-third of the plywood-
manufucturing building, located near North
Seventh and East H streets,

Muxoll said the company still does not know
how the fire started, only that it was sparked
in one of the drvers,

Most of the damage came from [Dames
elimbing above the sprinkler system — which
reporiedly kicked in immediately after the
fire started — and destroving the rafter wir-
ing that serves the machinery,

The rest of the company's sprawling com-
plex, which includes two sawmills, was un-
touched and remained fully operational, No
injuries were reported from the fire,

Without operational veneer dryers, which
heat wood strips ol temperglures up to 400
degrees to remove sap and other moisture,
the entire plywood operation came to a hall

Dryer operator Wayne Hapey said small
fires in the dryers are relatively commmaon, but
he had no idea why the March blaze erupted
out of control, “Dryer fires happen, but that
was a rare incident,” he said, “There's nol
mueh we're doing different.’”

Morton & Sons Bark, Livestock Bedding &
Firewood Sales Ine. of Yakima said the
plant’s temporary closure also put a strain on
its supply of landscaping bark, which is re-
eveled from the logs Boise Cascade uses for
plywood,

“We were oul of bark for a long time after
the fire,” said Morton & Sons employee Dar-
lene Keller. “We finally had to bring a ship-
ment over from the coast. (The plywood plant)
starting up again has definitely helped us.”
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