Polo Agullera

‘He Was
'a Real
Voice’

LOCAL HivTowy
Community activist
| Polo Aguilera dies
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He was a community bridge,
the kind of persan who connect-
ed people, whether it was in this
cily, this country or in Mexico.

Polo Aguilera died early
Thursday from cnmulluﬂum of
colan cancer; he was 44,

“He was a giant, full of com-
‘passion and vision nmpsned

ma County.

“He was a real voice for the
community,” agreed John Baule,
Yllin\flllwlmm diree-

n 1980,
Bazan Guitierez zaid Aguil-
| SEE AGUILERA PAGE 84

AGUILERA/‘'We Love and Miss Him’
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| era had been hospitalized several days ago after
i suffering complications from chemotherapy.

He is survived by his wife, Terry. Agulkn
Fleming, two daughters and his parents, all of’
Yakima.

Community activist, business owner, musi-
cian and religious leader, Aguilera was well
known throughout the Valley. In 1891 his shop,
La Petunia, was the first Hispanic-owned bak-
ery Lo open in the Yakima.

He was president of the Yakima/Morelia Sis-
ter City Association, served on the Institute for
Mexicans Abroad, was on {he board of the Yaki-
ma County Development Association and was
an officer for Grupo Mexico.

“He was s0 willing to give of himself to make
the community a henarylm " said Mary Place,
‘Yakima City Council member.

Aguilers came to Yakima in 1067 as a Jesuit

sucha every-
body smd Felip Hnlhmok, one of Aguilera's
many friends in Yakima.
Holbrook mel Aguilera when the former was
ul Cathedral

music director at St Pa and the lat-
g;:avﬂ in & similar capacity at St Joseph

“He thgh:gln 50 well spoken and so
pating in the community,”

| interested in partici
said Hﬂihmnnoké vice president of the Yakima

Sympl
The

! emergency iwo months ago.

and
saved the day for us” said Creswell.
Just 13 days before a concert was scheduled

it -hm-mmm with Morelia,
the Mi

lichoacén conductor canceled his appear-

s-nhuloreummnlv
businassman Polo Awbn.wmdu
Thursday at the age of 44, are
To honor his
cmmhuu!mn
trust fund al Banner Bank to benefit his

mmbniwmurmwu
wite, Terry Agullera-Fleming.

Creswell wuglltwlmdlen, who started

woﬁcingthep
The day bef um the concert, Aguilera called
Cr”uwellnndmkl.‘myoumhmkand
rall?
He had lined up Luis Jaime Cortez, one of
Mexico's foremost contemporary composers.
Aguilera contributed to the art world, too, He
was instrumental in helping bring the current
exhibit of traditional arts oflﬂmeill tothe
Ymmnmunnm.,sald
Aguilera Lsﬁ'ﬂulhn-ndawm
mmlpmon,-lutos le depended on
hlm.”m}d&axn uttierez,
and Aguilera were working on two proj-
'nseﬂier %t;ormeu'aan
of fire trucks to Micl n and setting up a
monimﬁjl-:umd e
Thase projects — and Aguilera's legacy —
will predicied
’lluwwﬂhlluvwdumium
mimmdn,"she
Describing Agﬂllanublmdoﬂ)mr
Chavez and Martin Luther King Jr., Perez
added, “We Jove and miss him dearly.”




