City Hall

One of the legacies of thée new commission w ll be left by the
present municipal gover:ment is the city hall problem with which
t he council las been laboring for some t ime wi th out muchresult,

if indeed the frame structure being erecteld at the corner
of Pouth lMirst and “alnut streets could be cmsidered sugh.,

Several attempts mve becn made by the city council to
build a city hallb ut alter each me 1Ing at which any action was
taken that action was réversed or nullified in some manner,

:he oouncil went so far as to order the old city hall building
on llorth Yront streeet in front of t he Nor hern Pacific station
thrn down Bnd a new structure erected in i1ts place at a cost of
»15,000 . :'hebuilting was torn down but nothing has since
been done ee0 except erect a barn like structure for
accommodati'm of the police depar tment and the jail at the
corner of First and “alt  Walnut streets. I the meantime the
municipal of ices are scatterd throughout the city as they have been
for some time past and as they are ."_ikély to be fa some time
in the future,

Bar 1y in the yearthe cancil voied to purchase the lot at the
northeast corner of # and First streets and mde arrangements
to BP6l8dd ‘is sue “f’S0,0"OO worth of bonds to purcha:ce the 'Ejroperty
and build thercon a clty hall, despite the fact that
the city owned a site on First and Wglnut strests and also on
F.ront: streets., The ‘mildiﬁg was towm 80 x 120 f et, t hree stories
high with full tasement. This action wa: later rescinded and on
May 19 the city building inspc ctor was ordered to prepare
plans for adding an extra story tothe old city hall on Front
street.

On June 18 the council acdopted a resolution adoping plans and

specifications for remodeling the city hall



on Front street a a cost of ¥15,000, Architect ‘‘eatherwax
having prepared the plans and specifications, the same e ing
ex:amined by the members of the council so t e minutes of
that meeting stated,

’lhfa cierk was ordered to advertise for bids which he did. lhen
it came time to open the bids it was found there were none because
the plans and specifications md not bheen finished and there uas
really nothing to 1d ma. The plans mentioned were anly tentative,

The council thought they @ d complied with thelaw and the city
attarney rhought so too amd i1t was ordered by the body that
the work proceed "nder the direction of the building inspector.

That could not be dme, thecouncil later discovered because
the law had not been complied with in regard tc the bidding.
vhile the bids had been Qu@@d properly advertised for, t ere was
nothing for the bidders to bid on as the plans were not there for
them to examine ard figure on.

I'vve law provides that the city may do suchwork if bids
had been made and re jected. This left tlsuat ter whe're it
stood at t he beginninge Nothing could be done so the council is
letting the nmat ter stand until the new commission shall came

into power=--Yakima Herald, Bopt ember 6, 1911,



C4 ty Council
Cutting and slashing with ruthless hands the ceuncil at its
special session Mondg af ternoon+ha'cked the eftimated money to be
ralilsed by-taxaticn for city expenses in the coming year down to
$134,226,just & 1ittle within the $135,000 w:ich 1t’is surmized
the city will have &% its disposal from the year'a taxes,
“"he council has been given to understami that ;he wailoe of
city 's property will be w1530005000 -on which! the ‘city may levy a ‘tax
of QQ5dpefiedntd 1 1l-2 per cent. 000,
_be council held t he estimated own ’so herd the't it forget to allow
$8,600 for 'the new“auté fire rigWhiech 1t Mms ordered, This was
rot inchded in the estimate of $47,780 that “ssistant Fire:Chier Mck.
D, Lambert presented for t he needs of the fim-department ami which
was cut down to ¥#28,000, ‘Une’ "captaln 8hd’ fow men were elimifmtead
the est imated need of 2,500 fest of Hose' was cut in h&lf, the namber
of rew hydrants was reduced 'fran 30 to 25, the auto chemicalam the
aerial ‘truck-were el iminated and the west side fire fFtation was
cut downfran ¥6,600 to $i4,000," ) L-=, 088,
‘he myoar instructed the cancil to r emember the lad er
truck when it gets back its purchase money after giving up the
South First street si® far a mew city hall,
Tye street department asked for 5.{558,200 and was given
%40,000 on :ccount of the in reased size of the city. This
i1s far team hire, remirs, cleaning etc., and has nothing to do
with pavinge
Items of the estimate include:
Police depe tment ¥12,000,
Fire department ¥%28,00Q.
Street depa tment ¥40,000,
Health dppartment ¥6,000,
City engireer $3,660,



City eRN@Anel6PO¥ clerk ¥2,370,
“ity attarney $2,200,
0pd §d abiddeydd Police judge ¥650,
City treasurer %1,550.
Building inspector $1,550,
Library $2,250, :
Bater ard, light ¥ 17,300,

Maintensnce of public buildings ¥1,000,

L}
Fire statian ¥8,000, L3
0BaA®l, total $126,020.
Present  indebtedness ¥34,186, Interest on bonds $10,920.
Print ing ¥2,0004.
Finel total $173,126,
Aside from taxation the sources of revenue are estiimatd by
‘:ity Clerk Justus C. Brooker as follows:

L]

Police fines and bai ls ¥12,000; licenses ¥25,000; .

buillding ins pgctor ¥1,500; treasurer ¥400, lotal ¥38,900. *o.be

raised by taxation ¥134,226.-~Yakima nepubl:&c,bept. 94729106



City Finances
The undersigned special committee fo whom was referred themessarge
of our mayor regarding the fihancial condition of our citv and the
estimated needs for the,ensuing year , have the honor to renort as
follows; ‘
We have made a careful estimate of receipts and “isbursements as it
is possible at this time to do.
The receipts from all mources we estimate as follows, to wit:
'From taxstion $13,000: from liquor licenses , #3,00", from
sundry licenses%600, total $16,00n.
The -bove estimate of $13,000 to come in from the assessment
of real and personal rronerty is based unon the valuation of #1,250,0M
as shown from the assessor's books for the rast year, together
with an =d7itional $50,000 for te ritory taken into the city since the
assessment was made,

Our estimated disbursements follew?®

To water comnany, nine months $2,250; electric 1lighting nine
months $750:in¢erest on reFOnAfd8& funded indebtedness #30,707" at
6 per cent $7,800; estimated cost of police department $3,00n:
estimated cost of street work, trees, ditches etc. together with
salafies in this department , $3,270 ; fire department, $2,000;
extra hose 3800;0fficers salaries #1,500; treasurer s feas, $600;
incidentals $2,500, park aopropriation, $75n, total $19,350,

I® matters are carefully guarded the re need never be a recurrence
of the spect cle of our city w-rrants bejng unsalsble even at 20 ver
cent discount as has been the casé in thepast,

The ascessed vatuation can be increased -bout 20 ner cent so
the total valuation will arnrxoimate %$1,700,000.Whether this is
advisegble is a question as last year's assessment was fully 20 rer-cét

per cent of actual value, if not more and when business of all kinds



was more active than at present the real provertv was certainly worth
25 per cent more than it is today.

Requce the expenses by $3,007 to $4+,000,,..Carefully studied and
respectful’y submitied: G.W.Jones, W,A, Cox, B.P. Young, Ordered
printed by council, F.M. Svain, city clerk,



City growth
“ouneil
A ermrinication was read at the council mecting from “apt,

J.H. Thomas that if the city contemplated making 1hatohe termed a grand
thoroughfare from the main or business portion of the city to the fair
grounds and would choos: his route, that he would put down a
good substantial side alk from the southwest corner of block 216
Home addition, to the southwest corner of his ranch, free fro-
all expenses to the city. The walk would be fully a quarter of a mile
in length, he com unication was referred to the comrittee on s'reets
and ditches,

The city on streets and ditches reported fhey had heeled in
429 trees to be used in the park and on the streets.

Ordinance No-- providing for fissmance of search warrants
to search for and seize any gamblin apraratus used or kept in
any unlawful zambling house or building or place -resorted to for the
purpos of gami g and jroviding for the destructio of said gaming
appratus, was read ond laid over to the next regular mceting,

Ordinance No--pertaining ‘o the keeping of minors

within doors after 9 p.m., was read first and second times and
laid over,

A telephone was ordered i at the city hall becaucse of the
lowering of the rates from $4+ to $2,50 per month,

Twenty stamped bal ots were found in a desk by Counecilman
Kuechler and the inspector, jud-es and clerks of precinct

No. 2 were ordered to appear at the next regular meeting to cxplain

thei: presence i the drawer noted--Yekima Herald, March 22, 1894,



Workers are engaged in seeding to blue gra-s and clover the
city park, Trees will also be planted this spring and the pequired
$500 expended in improvements of this character--Yakima Herald,

March 29, 1894,



North-Yakisa

historical

On last Wednesday the citizens of North Yakima, ursuant to
call , in Shull's lame tent an Frant street forthe
purpose of devising ways and means of protecting the gerneral
health and welfare of ithe citye

Mre JoTeV, Crark was nominated chairman and af teyr a few
remarks introduced Wre. Faul Ychulze whomede a strong appeal to the
clti ens to take some imm diate steps toard keeping up good
. sanitary roegulations in the town, intimating that the
campany which e repre ented would §6d6dd do all in its power to
agsiste

liis remarks wremst with general approval. I i3 proposed, in the
intere-t of gererd hea lt of the people, to adopt for
privies the dry earth system while it will prevent impc:"tin'g
impurities to the wolls. It belR@OhoOcddd beirg deemed
necessury to have police protection and in view of the fset that
a corvoration ca mot be ef fected until October, it was moved that
a power placed in them by the cliizens to act as & provisjional
clty goverment,

Dr, BeT. Mouser addressed the meeting, explained the methods
that-many eastﬂfnanri Colorado tovns Il adopted in sanitany
ma tters , shaved how necogsary it w3 to have a healthy town
by all means as good health was the main promoter of business,
enorgy and happinesas. Igwas s-hcwn how impossible it was tohg e
& healthy town vhen the out houses and wells fra which
water was used ws e scatteredpromisciloualy throughout the towm,
the 1 tter being deepest drained the former,thus sewing
breadcast the dgeeds of diphtheria, melaria 08 etce It was further
advised to take action en t he sA me asure s atonce, for when the

so 1l once gets saturated, with this death dealing seepage,
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1t-18 'impossi 1= to cbtain up re water within the town limits
graln,

he committes of five to act as & ccuncil in accordanc with
the wishes aof citizens on ell ra .ters pertaining to the town
wa: ap roved and al opted. .

The gentlemen appointed for the corviittee by the chairman
unanimously & ccepted by the mesting were Jo' . Yeates, Walter
Milroy, Yre Marrisa, JeW. Shull amd tre Local a®D
Land “gent re presenting the HPRRCO.

4 vote of tanks ves extended to tlk® chairman and the meeting

adjorned sine dica.

ee.At & meeting held March 11, 1885 ursuant to & call of the
citizons and property holders of I rth Yakima Yaki a county W,7,
the following presmble arml resolutions were
Khunanimously adopte ds
.k\\. “hereas the town of North Yakima "ashing ton ‘erritory is now withb
."”"qroperly authoriaed municipal or othe » government and,
.“\;teas it is very desirable and necessary for the pu.mlic.;.
.n'prospemty ard interest of t e cltizens and proyperty
{‘ te said town that a2 mode or means of selfl
Ye inst ituted ami
2 necessary gevernmeni as provided by the law canuot
Q! the next meding of the legislature of %his
wer rext amd |
r gdang - rigiht as citizens to organize for the
ife and property, it 1s ther ofore
that we s the citizens and rroperty holders of North Yakima

Y F¥2 e Ld -
akima county, ~asirx.m;g;ton *_irritcry in rmss meeting assembled m
this 11th day of March » 1885, do hereby unanimously agree nd
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bind'é}lm selves jointly and = verally to cooperate with and
assistﬁmd abide by the rules and regulstions and methads af
government which may be adopted and provided by a committee of
five citizens ap ointed by the ciamrna at this me: ting said
commbttee con alsting of the agent of the lyr thern Farific
Reilroad lLand “epartrient a t North Yakima, Dr. WeF, Morrison,
W.Je Milroy, Ee®. Yontes and JV. Shulle

T.T.V. Clark, chairman
Citizens meat inge This resolution was largely signed by citizens
and property holders-— Washinton ‘armer, March 14, 1885,



City Growth

The city fathers shonld rass an ordinance comrelling all
property owners to clean up all rubbish before their premises
once a week to be rauled away b the c¢ity scavenger, Nur broad streets
with their rows of shade trees, are one of the principal features
that attract the eye of str ngers and should rot be marred by rubbish
of any character--Yakima Ferald, Merch 20, 1890,





