Click Relander
Minutes,in part of Dec, 9 afternoon, 1llth annual Conference of

Indisans of ' ashington,in Chinoolk *over, P-rt, especislly relating to
"comrunicat o s," =néd roads.

Willism Re Cormac), mssistant comml-sioner, Burcau of Indian agfairs,
com ﬁﬁity servicesey=«"Commu ication i8 the most important si-gle q.ality
humen beings hove. lone of our nssets ic as important., *h s is the way
_w2-orgo'ize. We can share experiencer through cowmunicstion,

"Wneu T get a task too large for me, I go out and get others. We sit
srou 4 a toble, communicatigg, to solive our problem...'two heads sr bette
tisn one.s.’ |

"I believe in groun activity. All of our ~ccurulated knowledge hag &nd
progress has developed through cooperstione--through com unication,

“here ‘s no single thing as serling to cveryone of us as com unicotion.

"eool" communication, as far as I 'mow, nothing knev has been
added to comrunicrtion from the very old components, One of these is
credibility. A stroteme~t thet » nercon ma%es ha: to be accepted as credible,
as possible.

YAnd the second, more important, is our belief in the honesty of the
person naking the st-tement,

"(experiences cited.e.e0j@e.."l remember one example, A man came to
sel’ me insursnce, lie vas o nerfect salesman, He had 211 tne immediste
ansvers to my meony questions on his tounge's point, Ile wee well-dressed,
courteous and precented convincing arguments, But I didn't buy sny insurcnce

¥I~sked myself, 'why?' What vec wrong with his approach?
"Ihen s friend , who was in the 7nsu ~nce business c-me alonge He
had to fubble throurh his folders to comeup with the answers to my
imple ouectionr, ke woe j st dro ced brdi arily snd he veen t too
geurtesyy well mannered, But I had 'mown him a ‘ong time. I bought

insursnce from him,
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in what he seid. “here was my answer, lhere was the answer to good

communications."

(Relender<Communications, “Yase of 4. pritorial Gov, Isaac I. Stevens,
Indians!' lack of confidence, Poor Indian and non-Indian communications
cause imredistely for the war, more impobtantly the cause for 211 the
later.year and presentedey difficulties over fisheries, treaties, etc,
Lack of communicatione} Examplecs of poor comrunication, mytass ipat
no In“ian c=n hold his liquorg that government s nds checks to Indians
like pensio s when checks sent out are tribal revenue checks, ‘hat
the goVernment pays for tn¥ing ca' e .of Indian timber (when 10 per cent
of timber sales is decucted for timber managemdnt, Thot Indians pay
" no taxes, *hat Indisns are responsible for depletion of salmon =nd other
fish, vhen the Indien portion of the annual "hervest" is § to 6 per cent
of the totsl cntch, That Indians control thelr assets such as lénd, etc,
when the U.S. government is the guardian of Indien affairs etc,

Sumation
Robert J.lrier, chicf branch of roads, U,S. Burcau of Indian
Affeirs, introduced by Antoine Skahen, cheirman of Yskim: Iribal Council.
irier on panel off communication bu’ not ealled on till concl sion,
"I am callcd on to talk occasionally on the subjcet of roads , ete, This
mceting is 2 new cxperience, I may have to tread lightly,

¥I feel like a2 country dog in the cityess

"ipe most imnortant road matter in the st-te of Washi gton at this
time is that of an Interstate through the Yakims Reservations

"You =are probably aware that the st-te has decided to plow bight fh ougt
the reservation, and that the interestate is like theGreat Wall of China
only a great deal longer,

“lhings to me seem to be getting topsy turvy. In all of our times
ve have had peace or war, We have had a wer o poverty, In 2 senrce
the highvay program is a wer,involving thousands of casualties,

(more )



"Every year 50,(00 menywomen and chil ren are horr<bly killed on our
highvays,

"If you saved up the bodies and put them in hearses after one year,
1t would make a New Year's day procession extending from Washi'gton D.C.
to “_iesgo Illinois, If one half of the persons in Yakima vere killed by
mid-year, it would be only half the number, end if everyone in Yakime
vere killed in o e yesr it would be the ssme number killed thro ghout 'he
nation on our highwayse. And this is Jjuct one yesr, lpe b ghway slaughter
goes on, year after yesr,

"Do you think worki g to fight a ver to stop this is worth it?
You d~mn right it is,

"When highways like this are built everyone enjoys driving over it
and benefits the the safety. No one wants a highwey 1 his backysrd, not
only in Yekims but a1l over,

"When your govVernment gets into var, we don't 1li%e to i -ve to go, but
we have to go to war, by getting drafted,

"Wgr is like this, here are two choices, We ean volunteer and talk

it over or we can sit back and get drafted

"T havebeen in close touch with this situ tlon, I hiave talked with the
Ya¥%imes snd the highvay commission and highway department, I have fou d
out th~t the highwvay pecple are good people,y They would like to negotiate
etc. They vrnt to hear you. But these people are working under certasin
laws, “hese laws tell what they can do and cennot doe

"Normelly they go to a person whose pronerty is involved, Ihey explain
the tn%ing vslue and makm him an of fer, When all things fail then they
ean go to courts, Coirts are set up to protect the people, and to
p otect the government,.

"In the metter of eminent domain a goVernment agency c¢sn meke a trking,
This is done by going iato courts and the courts will esrcfully acpralse

the provertye.



"Two types of Indian lands are 1 volved,

"lhe area under dircussion extends about 25 miles and covers
ap-roximately 800 -cres, All except 240 acres are allotments (later 3
corrected )

"Now when ihe matters like this get to a hesring, KExuwxIXxExpimimx lhe
" reason for the teking will be rxplsi‘ed, etco lvery owner will be
aprroached and then he vill be mede an offer, If this is not acceptable;
then 8ll probsbillty it will go to court, ﬂ\
"From my mxperience, Idisn allo ed lands czn go into stote courts,

"As I understand it th-re are 240 acres of tribsl lend,

(Hovis inj ctio thot state cannot condemn Indiesn land ~ccording to
court decisions).

(further discussion b¢tieen two, onc admitting he was not an englieer,
the other he ves not an asttorney) i

Trier=--However the law sbout Interst-ies prepared by Congre:s
co-tains s pwovision for the possibility, It stipulates that they cen
¢s11 on the federsl government through th Bureau of Federsl Roads and:
Department of Commerce and federsl govVernme:t and go to court under
st-te awarene = etc, Cited cace of Pima reserv-tion in Arizona vhcre {
the stote rerched similiar affairs, and after a time the st-te called iﬁ
the federal govt, lle prepared letters for Commissioner of Indlan Affailrs
and he acting through the Secretsry of Commerce told him in his opinion
the nighwey should be deleyeds After s vernl delays the Pima Council
and Arizona arrived at an agreement,

"T have kxXked advised the Y-izimas th=t if negotliations breeck down
the séte would 091demn. I have also esdvised them th=t a better settleme 't
ean be reached nov than if i1t goes to condemnation,

“I heve talked with the state and they are very interested, and they

horve ~one to a reasonable degree to see to 1t every consideration is shown



"Careful rccords hrve been wept of highway deaths. there is a fu ther
connection between in erstrtes sand injuries,.."
Louis Cloud, Y~'ime ¢rint lribr1 Councilman asked...
"Yax Can you pive more clarifieation, You say the fi-dersl government
con codenn federsl land held under trust by the government?"
Irier-This 1s = ouestion a lawyer should answer,
ses thiere “s 8 la* which permits =t-tes to o te federnl government
to ask the federal government to teke & property ete. I have seen ~nd talked

of
to lawyers and been advised ORxtxmm federal condemnation of 1 dian lands for

highvays ctcs Yhere are two e~ces of I dian lend taki g. “he chief
counsel of the Bureau ~f Public Boads is of pretty elesrr oninion
¥sx that the federal gover ment could toke this "and under recgulations
bu t this is the owninion of an ongincer ,

Cloud, how this woild be ro sible under /rticle IIT of
Yakims *resty"(and provided . ihat, if necess2ry for the public
convenience (953) ronds may be run through the said reservationg and on the
otner iand, the right of wav, with free nccess from the seme to the
nearest ovublic highwsy is secured to themng 2= elso the right in
comrmon vith citizens of the United Stat s to travel upon =11 -ublic
highvays eee)" (Cloud 's questior, why woe the route necéssery through
the recerv-tion)

Trier==Th*s locstion wss eelec*ed *n depth by the engineers who
h-ve rules undsr which they oper-te when “cngres  apnropri-‘ed
money, And Congrese provides watch dogs to see thot thc government
gets full value,

Cioud="I then if -ou go to any court it can be nroven this
is not necessary, Therc ars alre~dv three roads serving thc arqa,
ineluding Hig vay 3Z, run ing narsllel to this route,"

Trier-That is a good . estions Wish I had a good answer, Bu the

Interstate is = new tyme of highusay, built with a special purpose to srve
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..forced tc tare, may be beneficisl but this resentnent may not be \

of the best, I feel the way you do, Mr. Bennett does anc Mr, Udsll doesﬁ

too. Ebt, building a nev highway like this mey iivolve even your ¥

own life," \\\\
Jemes J-ckson, president, Quinault iribe \\

Asked if =bandoned road on GQuinsult reservetion system c~n be

returned to the tribe, County gbandoned the rosade.

Ipier's answer-You have to éeal with the peorle , é¥d€id from vhom
the land +as acruired., It can-ot be return ¢ directly to the tribe, Ve
got it ac en eesement, Any of the land teken is an easement ond vhen
that expires, it goes back to the peonlé who mrkg origir aldy owned it,
jndividuals or the tribed’®0 I have b en tryirg to get the Indien
Buresu out of the land busi.ess,

Question of Cape Elizabeth roade Yess The allottees h-ve the
ownership interest,

Mrs. Dells Frailey, Wapato, Indian Ppogressive f8ssociation, not
deleg-te

"I vo der if during the procers of condemnation could say we are
brealring our tresby by not allowing = rosd to go through. "

Trier «"I t'ink I understsnd vour auec ion., But I don't 'now the
anwser. (il en afterthought) Inis may be possible."

Ciaud Hiher, observer, - goverument progr-m mupxoyeyr worker,
rsised point ®bout Mhmmi imorovement. Old road case, ‘any times
brought uvn, Grndually being reclaimed by the oceen, “ngineers have
det-rmined it is not economically fe-sible, It will rrndually be
peaedednaeaemeddd recleimed from shore protection,”

Hovis, Ya'dms “ribel attorney., I thin it very a propriate if the
highway commission Ymows, éo you ¥now »f any cases filed vhere tribs1l

s1loted lands vere condet net."



&rier.No, I do not and am quite sure none has, only cace if that
in Arizona. |

SkahaneMr. lrier, vhere did the federsl highway get authority to
cordernn indien land or land on the reservstions?

Ansver-U.S., Congrecs, Title 23, It has been found in courts the federal
govVernment c=n condemn and usually does dammdsnx condemn about what *t
wsnts,"

Swaha: “he reason , citing letter from Solicitor and Seneca *ribe,
In ezch Gase Congress was asked to go through a speeific procedure,
When highvays esme in, cnch c¢asc was separate,

Hovis interceded to explain Seetion 107, not in de'ail but to refer
to it, Lghway co demnation, sub section D, provides negotiation,
directed to ¢(? vith secvetnry, etc,

IpieraI want to make it clear these are my opinicns and I am
an engineer.
Hovis-~We ave asking the Ya-imas to rawe a decision , whether the
road is good or bad etc. We are not ssking them to make s decision
on vwhether the dfé€éd state con or ean not ¢ ndemn, and go from there,"

Explanations 240 scres tribal land, tribal land aprroxirately 84 of
vhich is cultivated...correction (unexplain d difference) 83 1/2 acrcs or
10 per cent tribel land (I thinlk that is the correct figure).

Tom Albert, Iribel Councilmai--this rosd matter w-s rece sed . on the
table. felive the ¢ airman will gct.and pt it up to 2 vote, It 's up
to the land owners. I esn't speak for thbm, 1he iribal Council
was instructed b resolution to fight agein-t this route (i dic-ted but
not made cle=r, the original route).

Hovis=If ve look fori-rd to the yeor 2,000 wve will see fiture highways
bigger with bigger problems than we have today.¥e should give a real

herd Jook into the future vhen things will be in gre-ter magnitude



