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Review and meeting Irving Petite

e..llow, "4he Eiderberry iree.

Because he writes with a knowable intimacy concerning the flora, the
faunt, ana the outdoors, all of which araw cawpers ana hikers to our
Northwest forests and mountains, may be one xf reason Living recite 's
newly-published "The Elderberry lree", is ulreauy nigh on 1'eaqing +iS.LSa

Ihe Issaquah autnor and substitute uwai. carrier is coming co Yakiuma
Sept. 19 for a symposium sponsorea by the Yak ua Hranch of the National
League cf Awmerican ren Women. {‘he symposium, at 1:30p.w. in che +own
and Gown HRoow at Yakiuwa Valley Coliege, will be followea by an autographing
party. hrs. Gwen Walker, president of the Yakiuwa rMranch announced that Mrs,
Cormac fhompson of Prosser y stale presiaent, will De in Yakima for tne
Symposiulll,

"ihe blderberry lrce" needs none of ine best-sesller Tecognition and other

honors acnieved Fetite'!s heart-warming "mr?qﬁkxg B.,"" lissued in 1963 by

the same publisher, Youbleday & Company, to estabiisn it as a work of

art about nature. lhere are references in the latest boox to the little beax
orphanec bear which the author fosterea until it was kil.ea by a hunter,
naturally a part of the current work.

"ilhe Blderberry 4ree" is a well_nit collection of personal ocbservationx

stories or wildlife. Bach 1s a vehicle for a characterization of birds,
aniuals, trees or some kind of wild life. lney are deftly brought into the
scope of loveable personalities , whether they are about a coyote (on the
roof); little pigs, a porcupiie which stores, a caterpillar, pesky wood
rats or a mink in the sink.

Mrs. Jean W. Petite, tlie author 's wotlher, is the illustrator.

(mor :)



first &id.

Petite is no stranger to Yakiwa and the Valley, his story searching
grounds for prolifit magazine articles. His genuine interest in people and
personalities has been as unfaltering as his following of n.ture.

A feeling of the native 's love and respect for the iand and its
occupantis in all forms, such as he could have obtained aem at any of the
many Yakiua Indian first foods feasts he attended is reflected.

He writes:

"For in spite of what the calendar way tell us, every day in the year
is Laster; there is, with every dawning, a rolling away of the stone, a
rising anewes."

About a mountain beaver he com.ents:"You aon't have to be mighty or
even clever in order to _.revail. Just keep on making hay." (Yood aavice
for Pen Women,)

An. he has pickea up bits about Piloneering w. ich even astue researchers

fhave uverl oked, noting that stumps were left on some logged off land, so the
lana couia not be assessed and taxea as clexzred land,

"ihe Elderberry <4r.e" is based on an actual tree at Rekim Petite 's
woods home on Lliger Mountain in Western Washington. lne tree, persistent and
fruitful, sywbolizes human hope and determination.in its eatirety it is
a nature revealation of what most persons seek to find and learn of wild
things, yet lack the patience and understanding to see, hear or interpret.

Like good music 1s easy to listen to, "lhe Elaerberry 4ree" is easy to read.




Irving Petite will appear Sept. 19, 1:30 p.m. Town and Gown Room for

~ symposium sponsored by the Ysakima Brench of the National League of

American Pen Women. Following his t=1lk, an autographing party
is pl=anned.

Mrs. Gwen Walker is president of the Yakim= Branch

Mrs. Cormac Thompson of Prosser is state president snd will be in

Yakima for the symposium.
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outdoors which draws

he g
"hG6 campers and hikers to our Northwest forests and mountains may be=the

reason Irving Petite! s(xlhe Elderberry iree" is already high on reading
lists,.
lhe Issaquah author and substitute mail carrier is coming to
Yakima Sept. 19 for a symposium sponsored by the Yakima Branch of the
National League of éem®d American Pen Women. Fhe symposium, at
1:30 p.m. in the lown and Gown Room at Yakima Valley College will be
followed by an autographing party. Mrs. Gwen Walker,# president of
the Yakima Branch announced that Mrs. Cormac Thompson of Prosser,
state president, will be in Yakima for the symposium.
"The Elderberry Tree" needs none of the fame best-seller recognition
cheart-warmlng
and other honors accorded Petite 's> "Mr, B," RakELERRG issued in 1963
by the same pullisher, Loubleday & Company to establish it as a work of
_ th Qlor hook
00 art about nature. %mmeg, There are‘referencesfz; the??little bear cub
~ /M’o&
which the author fostered wuptil it was kil.ed by a huntegltnzfﬁﬁ.
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"lhe Elderberry Iiree" is a well-knit collection of d@éded. personal

observation stories of wildlife. Each is a vehicle for a characterlzatlon
of birds and anlmals, trees and all kindsor wild life hz;g;gin:a::tﬁem

into the scope qggggggggggggna* loveable personalities, whether they &ma-s
about a coyote (on the roof); little pigs, gosndd a p.rcupine
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Petite is no stranger to Yakima and the Valley, his story searching
/ 'S (mdEasit Ferainve st
grounds in years past,(aﬂ&zhg:iﬂ:aﬁ:iﬂ%é?ﬁgﬁﬁd in people and personalities
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y = and Tespect
A feeling of the native's love)for the land and its occupants im I~

all forms, such as he could have obtained at any of the many ISSEER0
Yakima Indian first foods feasts he attended is e:iﬂsﬂgi“ﬁaﬁJﬁé writes:
"For in spite of what the calendar may tell us, every day in the year
is Easter ; there is , with every dawning, a rolling away of the
stone, a rising anew.,-%nd/the_premee—of~evea/me¥e-raﬂiaﬁt~risingsr”
About a mountain begver he comments:"You don 't hagve to be mighty
or even clever in order to prevail. Just keep on making hay."
And he has picked up little bits about pioneering which even astute
researchers have overlooked, noting that stumps were left on D8EEOA some

logged over land, so the land could nét be assessed and taxed as

cleared land.
is
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1A~ Petite! é‘;éiiq whieh human hope and determinatlun

In its entirety it ®3= is a nature revealation of what most ef- Q@e

#s seek to find and BBEd learn of wild things, yet l,ck the patience
and understanding to seey—all-shomt—ass Asar, azkuﬁbybﬁﬁj'a
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Adventures at Astoria,1810-1814% by Gabriel Franchere. Translated
and Edited by Hoyt C. Franchere. University of Uklahoma Press, 190 pps.
illustratea, indexed,®5.99.

ihe notable chronicle of personal involvement in the first Anerican
settlement in the Far West i1s now available to all. Heretufore, only scarce
books printed long ago, or sketchy,incomplete later_day fragments habe
been the reader's source.

A young and venturesome Gabriel Franchere of ldontreal kept a diary in
1810-181%, telling of the venture of John Jacob astor's fur traders.

Now a great grandsom, Dr. Hoyt C. Franchere of Portland State Cyllege,
after a penetrating exam. nation of eariier translations, and utilizing
mate ial from fam ly sources, all with an emphasis on accuracy, has produced
a readable, up-to-date account.

Ross Cox, alexander Rosx ana Washington Irving (the latter was never
at the scene) have written reports of the fur traders which the 1967
bock parallels and at times outruns.

ine young Franchere, laust survivor of tne mxx notable astorians, died
in 1863. His descendant presents a clear account of the traders and much
about the Indians along tne Co.umbia, especially the Lower niver Chinoouks,
extinct now except for thin-drawn blood lines. Here,too, is alisting of
some of the dead language words.

‘he life of the trader in those days was no world of easy living and
regular meals. and the I..dians were not always the hap y, friendly people
some writers of the day told about. 4ney ®Xexsg respected only superior,
armed forces, as they resisted the first prongs of a way of life
which was to be soon imposed upon tnen.

(more)



first ad.frgnchere review

Franchere observes:

"...In spitk of the vices with which one can reproach the Columbia
River people, I bclieve xmmyx tiem closer to a civilized state than any
of the tribes living east of the rnocky MountainSeee "

Dangers, real, constant and severe, by sea and land unfold
as this great chapter was being lived, and are brought cleaily to view.

No dull reading,thise. an gbundance of footnotks can be ignored,if

xxex desilred, in the University of Oklahoma*s Press' Volume 53 in the

Averican &xploration ana Travel Series.



Indian Legends from the Northern =sockies, by BElla clizabetll Clark.
Un.versity of Oklshoma Press: Norman. xxv,350 pp. Notes,bibliography
and index. lilustrated.

Look at 2 map of the United States. The area represented in
viiss Blla Cliark's writing is large.

duch of the area is stillw very wuch western land, cdespite population
movewents. 1he people are proud of this. lhe survivak, sna 1in instances
even wultiplying tribes and bands of Awerican Indians are proud of their
remnant culture. Well preserved or fragments cof one phase cf their culture,
their stories, are proudly retained by the grandfather storytellers who
share them frealy wi.a those recognized as fri.ndse.

This is the tnird instance in which iiss Clark, retirec prufessor of
En.lish at washington State University, has produced a bouk Gealllg witlh
A.erican Indian legends. *he newest production is the most extensive a.d
i% well edited, Ifhe reader is provided with a loglcal, informative
format in the stories gathered from the source and in re ositeories, cealing
with 12 major Indian groups representing six linguistic branches.

Preceding each sequence of stories is an account of the particular
veonle, well-flavored with anthropolegical researcn and seasoned with
historic bits which add background and extra inherest.

Ovviously wore than a sticks and stones acquqintginship with the
people and treir culture has heen Trequired o assewble and present thie
stor:es in a methcdical yvet altogether ente. taining uvanner.

Some of the couutry where these pecpyle's ancestors roaied, hunted
anG set up winter villages, agfter followliz a food guest pactern,
season after scason, is now well settled. Boue has becowe natlonal
Forest or Natiocnal Park land. A pitiful small acicage is Indian feservalion.
and theRe are awerican Indlans 1living throughout the land anu non
Indisns living on the Reservations.

(nore)



2-= Inaian lLegends from tne Northern Rockies

But in reality 1t has been only a short time, as history is reckcned,
sliuce the days when these I.dian groups were distinctive. Jne, the
~lacrfect, exciuded the white wan from coming ontu the land they held for

viCoit uvne wven lie wost daring of tre fur trappers and mountain aen

aXe HNow re-tuld and with pride.

/6f @special Liveresy are other mistoric tales, true experiences, such
as tuexk first weeting witn the explorers, Lewis and Clark, 161 yesars
ag0. denoiars and students are well gecquainted wich the explorers'! journals
ana thetlr writings about the tribesmen, but Indian accounts ave scarce.
iie writer nuws pe.formed a wajor service in gathering soue of these
tales, thougl. v.ey be hand-me-dcwns, before they are warped by time,.

llhere are stories reflecting the superstitions of the old days
and apprehnension ol what was to come. 4lso there are stories about tne
nysterLous unu powel_enduwedu wiltle ‘eople, known throuvghout the entire
Angian Countly.

.athropologists and ethnologists lock for other features in Indian
legendry Luan iiiss Clark has searched out for the greater majority of
"Inalan faus,."

The publisher issued the first voluwe of The Civilization of the swmerlcan
Indian Series 3H years ago. This is the 82nd of a deserving andé particular

iield,

Click Relander

Yakima, Washington
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“~Rags, Riches and Anarchy , Howard J. Altice. Stiff colored vraps, 3vo,
206 ppse Published by Franklin Press Inc., Ya&ima, 92,.95.

Howard J. Altice of Ellensburg calls a b=/publication he has
authored "a chronicle of Twentieth Century Aierica,

Hg says he has drawn on h°s own rersonal reeords and has spent three
years assembling the akmrial writing.

Altice. who has spent 50 of h-s 75 years 1n dairy farming and cattle
raisins, and now lives at 311 S, Walnut, Ellensburg undertsok the
work to inform the younger generation ~bout per‘ods of Ameriea with wh-ch
they had no contaect.

Ihe book, he save, is ®a story of' people capable or great individual

dignity; thrifty, but mxt gener-us to a fault when occasion derandeds
individualistic, yet able to coorerate with one another in war or reace.®
HeOk@sx The author has experienced exposure to varisus peri-ds of
history and has used documentary mat-rial to combine with h's own
personal knowledge.
The lack of footnotes compells the reader, t» trust the author
for want of references gnd this is not easy to do in these timese.
But mndamkiediy there's some meat, here and there, wh®ch bHHOAREAA6TEO
AOgh80dIdR might send a vouthful reader on a ocuect fHor documented facts,
‘he ¥Fran 1in Press' ze artist, Ralph lhompson designed the

cover, at the direct’'on of the author.-=CcR
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