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_ . Miles
....__.t/ Piutes=ow T_ocation-Building-“en/m;fx
b , <
Le ter Record Book 81-82 P 7 of le'ter p 239

“1lbur to “on. !, Price, Yeksma March 31
(report for month of Yarch)

eesSince the 20th I heve becn on the grc nd neakly all the ti e, camping
wth the mmxsxamd men a d directia; the oper: ions. ~ittlemore

waz done the first weck than make a com enc ment so the* nes rly all the
work b as been done from the 2%th to the close of the month, when the
whole force of the Piutes were present, “e have clear d over 50

acre: worth st least $760408®d81@@ w7.50 per acre to clecar, have plounsd
a d seeded the s me, built a substsntial he»vy corral some sixty feet
square, erect d two small buildings, one 18 x 16 znd one 18 x 20 for temse
orary sbore houses and have nearly complted & good :comfortable farm
house 28 x 16 w th wing 20 x 16 , intended for *the employee in cherce
of the Bintes, ;

P 235

ess 7 this connection [ ask indulgence for referring toc a statement

of Gen. Miles deted Jon.,7th addressed to the “ommander of Division of
the Tscific, & cony of which was forwarded me by the Departmont. A fter
referring to the number of Ylutes originally broutht here "ma 'y of whonm
were "always loyal to the govemment" he savs,"Since they haeve been on
that reserveotion they hsve beenlivinz in & wretched coditica, with very
insufficlent food ané clothing‘," etc. No doubt Genersnl #iles repea® d
the informstion orecisely as ¢ mmuniceted to him, but the stat ement is
nevertheless incorrect. * have hot furnished the Piutes with first class
hotel fere, neith' r have I employe: a French cook for t hem, but they hsve
p 237 always had sufficient food. I have not suvplied them with
luxuries, nor given thew flour and beef to scel to the le ¢ fortunste
lakamas, but none of them heve suffered rom hunger. I have ~radust ed

my 1lssues sc cording to my knowlecdpe of the sunplies they had of their

own &d whlle 1t may be posdible thet scmetimes a femilythrongh fallure
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to be present at the issue,mey have been on short rstions for one

or twe days, such csses have e en rare md there ae none who have hsd
"1nsuff* cient food,." When hau]inatheir camps to the new farm I weas
surprised g the emount of flour they hed laic up. Sane camps had no 1el 8
then f ur or five large 135 1b sacks, some two end three and some cne,
but there are & fewthet have a greater or less amount,

Seme possibly wmay e withcout, but if so, it is because they ne gle cted
to harvest the rrain offered thew=, #11 this flowr is besides the regular
weekly issue. ©°s for clothinag,they have had 1t, as I tave had it to give
theme

A number of their camps are women ad chilren, the men having ' een
ki1l d during the war or having ebandoned their famlilles. Some of these
older people aredoubtless in want of clothiang. L have many times
{ssucd clothinz end blankets to such pg 238
8% and perhaps the next day they would come far mo e s& ing thst the
younrer men had robbed them and 1t was impossible to ascertain whe ther
such wes reslly tie case or whether the story was a mere pretense to obtail
a new suppl:\,r_. If they have not sufficimemt clothinz, 1t is owlng to
courses entirely beyond my control. ”hen e‘stimetin:' for su nlies for the
curent fil:cal yenr, the quantity &t “‘alheur wis kept stesdlly in mind and
1 + was not expected the Fiutes would recuire anythins further, so
that no pabticular fererence was mace to them ;rx tlke ectimat 8,

“hen however I was comrelléd to vay mo e than tw thoassend dollsars
for trensferring tro se supnlies for them, the amount remalning
for the Piutes wes considerably éimi ished., “tilltley have received a
ler ge quantity, armd I do not believ nny heve reelly suffered from a lack

of clothinz durine the past wintersasee
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made., I was prej“\:ed for a gre&t loss of stﬂc but it was even
greater than I had anticipated.
“ig should have by the papers 2112 head. “e only found 987 shead
showing a loss of 1125 which added to 138 repor ted for March
mke the entire loss during the winter Iblurred) or about 60 per
cont of the herde see ees Of this loss may be traced directly to
the course pnrsued by inspector Pollock willbe the subject of a
future comsmunicatione
Interest & the school continues unabated and the progress of the
pupils has been highly satisfactory. I have ma de arrangements to s tart
up the steam mill early in May. During the winter sveral of the
more industrious Indisns were busily engaged getting logs to the
mill and there are enough now on hand,nearly all belonging to the
Indians, to keep the mill employed at least two mo ths.
Yheshops hawe e en busy repairing wagons, stocking plows,
making harrows etce Ag cq siderable doubt has been expressed in a cer-
tain quarter withre:pect to the accounting of my estimate of the
smount of wheat raised on the Beservation, I may day that the
Mille.:f', Mr. Hoss, who took charge on the 1lst of Sept. last repa ts
the amount ground at the Department Mill since he took charge
as follows:?
Fran Sept lst to pec 31st 1880 10,400 bushe.
= Jan 1st to Mar 31lst 1881 1662 bush.
Note auring the lst qua 1881 the roads were for a great part of
the e.impassable so that scarcely any p 804 wheat was brought
forward till nearly the middle of March.
Smount ground foom April 1 to April 30, 580 bush making in
all 1265 bushels ground for I“dians. I have purchased from I dians
179 bushelse. +he employees lave purchased about 50 bushels for their
own personal use, making ne rly 13000 bushels from the Indians
beside +the amt ground in A ugust whichcould not well be less than

9.000 bushels. The amount taken to the mills at Yakima and
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Antanum and theamouht fed the stock am sowed » S0 t hat the total
amount cannot fall bar below my estimate of 5,500 bmmka} bushels
for last year.

“he informatinn relative to the sanitary condition I

restpfully refer to the report of the agency physician

Etc.

W3 lbur



H.J.Swinney is quite scholarly, knows hnis research.,

He is director of the Idaho Historical Society, Boise, Idaho.

There is reference, by letters from Idaho "governors Tegarding Pdduidgd
Paiutes from the Yakima Reservation in the Btuneauy country.

It is possible some Idaho Historical Quarterly, mf which would be indexed,

had historical Duck Valley story with names (these articles are footnoted

for reference sake),

And as he corresponded with the Washington Territorial Governor
of that period Tegarding the Paiutes y flequently calleqd "Snakes,"
in that Tegion, therein might be your Peferences. I don't Tecollect Seeing
anything especlally in material at Olympia in Inpdian War cannister,
which I scanned hurriedly once, and which there might be a reference or

S0 in the kxrdrxr Paiute binder.



i Relander
October 8,1963 Click a

mate rial on loan:

1-Binder, typescript copies of Paiute material , Yakima Letter fecord
Books, War of Rebellion, miscellaneous sources.

2-Book. Sarah Hopkins(Winnemucca) Life among the Piutes.(rare book)
3~Book. Brimlow. The Bannock War. Out of print book.

4_Book. Brimlow. Harney County, Oregon. Out of print book.

5-Clipping. Yakima Republic,May 12,1955. Agency records called into archive
files. (Reference to National Archives repository should be construed
as 'In Channel.' Routine, as explained upon my inguiry at that time and
recollection was a-Yo Seattle. b-To St. Louis.c-Eventually, as called in

weeded out ete. for conversion into microfilm, to Washington D.C.,

National Archives)

For Informative:
I have had on order, and expect arrival of the same through
California Book Dealer in near future
Messages and Documents, 1880-81, Interior Department, r.rt 1.
lhis contains, .ccording to dealer who is obtaining it from some of his
sources, 321 pps. of Ileport of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
Also on order of long standing, book expected before long:

Vol 2, for 1881-82 which contains Indian Affairs.






Oftice Yakima Ind. 4gency

Ft. simcoe, W.T, Feb, 34 1879

.

Hon E«A. Hayt, commissioner: Sir,

543 Snake and Pjute I,dians arrivéd yesterday without official
notice of their coming in a destitute comdition, nearly naked.

Some thing must be done immediately to &kmk feed and clothe them.

dnswer by telegram.

James H. W, lbur, 7U.S. Iﬁd.*‘gent.
Py Akl =

Office Yakima Indian #gency, ¥t. Simcoe, W.T. Feb, 6, 1878

Hon E.A. Hayt, commissioner :

Dir;

I ha e the honor to report the arrival of “aptain W.W. Winters

l1st cavalry with the ®©nake prisoners and the Piutes, five hundred

- and forty three, Seeing tdMid they wre on the road to this agency
and having no instructons from the Department that it was the design
to remove them here, I took my head chief , interpreter and one
police man and went out 60 miles to meet them and then for the
first time learning from the captain's papers the orders and destination
of said I, dians they arrived 30 miles below the station on the
evening of the 2d. The captain desired to turn them over to me at
once, but being wholly unprepared to receive and take care of them
I ggreed to receive them on tle 10th at his camp. I mmmedic tely
returnedhome , selecting a place for t heir temporary location,
engaged eight I,dians men with their teams to go the next day
to the s®86 steam saw mill and get lumber to beild a shelter. The
lumber was drawn o the 45h amd on the &6th I put men to work
building their houses and they completed a house in one day of 150
feet long and 17 feet wide which will give them comfortable quarters

during the winter., It affords me pleasure to say the I dians of the
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agency did not revoit but took hold with a wili to help locate and

mke them comfortanle, hauling the lumber and wood without charge. On
the 8th I go down to the camp @mn *opnish where the 2 companies of
soldiers are with 18 or 20 I dian teams and waggns to receive

the Indians arm move them within six miles of the station where I
can exercise a personal supervision over them and if possible open a
school. I gave you a telegram sent two days ago soms account of

the ir destitute and immediate ev@®#it® wants which I doubt not you will
take imrediate measure to alieve., p 113

Ogpah Winnemucca came in with the soldiers as their inter preter
receiving a salary of five hundred dollars per annum. I must ke@dp
her for a time at least as interpreter and if I can open & school
may use hér as a teacher and interpreter. I must feel my way

along emong the “nakes until I get to know them.

The teamsters anmd Indian teams that I employ in moving s aid Indians
I shall have to pay about five dollars per team.

#g soon as I get them settled my p@doaO&dd #dd plan is to put as
many to work as possible, that they may have the double advantage
of experience in work and pay for t he same.

I am etce
114

Office, ‘akima Irdian a gency
Ft. simcoe, W.T. ¥eb, 20th 1879
Gen. 0.0. Hyward, Lommander of the Department of the Columbia,
Sirg
I have the honor to request the two companies of cavalry
now in camp on the Topnish upon the Yakima agency, W.T. may be
ordered to remain on, or about the reservation until the ®nakes and .
Piutes become permanently settled on the reservation and until
Chief lpses and his people are settled on sSome agencye

I deem the presence of the so!diers at this particular time



impor tant as keefmng peace between the whité’\bnd the I dians.
I am sir, etce
P. 118

Office Yakima Indlan *“gency
Ft. simcoe, w.T. Feb. 24th 1879
Hon E.A, Hayt, comriissioner s
Sirs T have the honor to inform you that with the addition of the
Snake, Piute and Sﬁohalla Indians that hawe recently been moved to
this agency it became necessary fa me to make a purchase of
flouwr. I purchased three tons of sumér .....with the privilege
of three tons more at Six &0 dollars per :bll. also fifty bbls
of P.T. Gervis at the same place. The purchase was made in open
market at the cash price and since -the purchase was made,flour has

advanced one dollar per bbl. I respectfullye...

p:120
Office Yakims Indian #gency, Ft. Simcoe W.T. Feb 26, 1879
Hon E.5, Hayt, com issioner
Sirs
I have the honor to inform you that we are getting out of

supplies for our schools, shops, mills and hospital. I am

- pleasued to say we have funds on hand to make purchases tc the

smount of fifteen hurdred dollars. I ask permission to purchase
such things as we are under the necessity of having immediately,
in open market,

I am sir,etc,
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Orfice 'Yakima Indian Agency,

Ft. Simcoe, W,.T, Feb. 28th 1879
Hon E.A., Hayt, commissioner.

Sirg

I have the honor to if8dd submit my report for this month,

On the 2d of the month (“aptain Winters of the 1lst Uavalry arrived
with the ®nake and Piute Ipdians on the lower part of the reservation,
wishing me to take immediate charge of them. I received them on the
10th and moved them within six miles of the station where I have

be en taking care of them, issuing daily rations . On the mght
of the 10th we had a very heavy fall of snow and it continued far
96 hours and covered the valley with about three feet of s now. The
providing for the attle amd horses of theagency with the Indians
above named took all the men I... pe 122 lay under construction.

The snow lasted two weeks and t hen went off rapidly raising the
eighteen
strecms of theggency highert than I have knovm them in nimskmsn
years ..by putting men at the water mills and cutting a channel
above the dams so as to let a flood of water out of the streams we
saved the dams and mills, Our bridges were washed away and great
danger was done to our roads. “ith constant effort we saved our

stock. I had laid up straw far three years and gave the Indians
who were not provided with pay, free access to the straw stacks
which saved their stock with but little loss. The two companies of
cavalry that brought in the “nake and Piute Indians are here at
G

the statione. I requested “en. 0.0. Howard to order them kept on,

or about the reservation until the “nake & Piute I, dians with Chief
Moses people and the “moholla bands were permanently settled upon
the agencye. “Lhis order has bsen given. page 123

After receiv ing your telegram to send Moses to Yashington with

Agent Connoyer from the Umatilla agency, I allowsed loses toreturn

to his people with a promise that he would be back in thirty days
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and sooner if I (™Mt for him to go to ¥ashin_ Jon., He seemed plegsed

to go and I think will keep his promise and bring his peopl®s to

this agency. This he has most faithfully promised to do and I was
persuaded I could not get him and his people here without allowing
him this privilege. I shall send out my interpreter and one of my
reliable men in two da ys to have him return and then T shall kmow
whether he keeps good faith or whe ther tiere is trouble in having
him and his people settlse according to promise.

The watsr is subsiding-~-the snow is gone through the valley~--the
ground im some places is getting dry enough to plow new lands and
our Indian men are making fence and some of t hem plowing
P. 124

the work of this agency is going fine, as well as could be expeac ted
with the pressure we hawe had with snow andwagter,

I rOmd0aO&0dd am sir, etc,
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A
Office Yakima I jan Agency

Ft. Simcoe, W.T. March 5th, 1879
'“On E.A. Hayt, commissioner
Sirg

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
dated January l4wh with claims in favor of Bart Cush(?) and
P.C. Davis ¥725 and $805.,40 respectfully for depredations alleged
to have been caniitted by the Bannock and Piute Indians on or about
the 1lst of July, 1878, Requesting me to make a full and thorough
investigation of these claims in accordance with department rules
and regulations, submitting the sume to the I,dians in council and
repart the proceedings to your office.
I have to informm you that I am at least 200 miles (P 126
fran the place mentioned where said depredations are alleged to
hgve been committed--that it has been impossible for me to
ee..l called the I dlans into council and from them cannot gain
any information.
The depredations at the places mentioned ..
they s tate they neitle r de@dréd stole property or killed whites

iln thet vicinity (rest illegible.) (looks like Fire Valley)
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Office Yakima Iydian f£gency.
Ft. Simcoe, W.T ,March 5, 1879
G'en.O.O. Howard,
Brigadier Yen. Comdg. Vept,

Sir:

I have the horor to ackiowledge the recp't

of your official letter of Feb. 26th re lating to the preamer
leader QOites and te Indian prisoners claiming that a mistake
had been made in s6deddingddfd selection of the bad Indians,
I have no inforrmation in regard to the bad, ard but little in
reference to the good in the past. I imve consulted Capt, ¥inters
and he informs me that he sees no reason to change his mind
fromw hat he explained to you when at the DPalies when the prisoners

were turned over to you.

I am sir, etc,
132

Office Yakima Indian #gency
¥y, Simcoe, W.T. Ma ch 7th 1879
Capt. John Smith, U.S. Indian “gent.
Sir s
I am in recpt of your letter with yO6Q one you recd fram
Gen., 0.0, Howard. Gen request that Hey-ha-ny and Walsack may be
pernitted to return to the Warm Springs 4gency. I have no objections

and you may take your own course in getting them there.
| I am sir,
Yours truly
James H. Wilbur, U.S. Ind., Agehte
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Office Yekima Indian “gency, Ft. Simcoe, W.T. March 31, 1879

General 0.0. Howard, Commander of the Department of the Columbia
S,rs

Ak

I hadg the honor on the 20th of feb. to request you to order the
two companies of cavalry then in camp on the Topnish to remsin on
ar about the Reservation until the Snake and Piute Inds. become
permanently settled and until Cpief MOsesand his people were settldd
upon said agsncye

"Lhe inclemency of the weather rendered the comnand in camp very
sncomfor table, The comrand was moved with my consent to the station
and have remained here during the inclement season. ‘he snow is
gone, the weather is warm, the grass is good and the ground is
becoming dry so the command would pg 158
now be quite as comfor table in camp as here at the Station and
if moved would essentially a.ccpmmodate our service as I want the
place occupied by the soldiers for employes of the agency. Gen.,.
will please give us the room at your earliest convenience,

L am sir , etce

Cattle 159

Office Yakima Indian agency, Ft. Simcoe, W,T. March 31, 1879

Jack Morgan, ¥sqe

Dir: Something over two weeks ago I wrote you that the moving f0
of Bhe Indians fran other agencies made it necessary that we should
have this reservation clear ? I requested you at your earliest
convenience to leave your reservation with your stock

I am persuaded this season of the yesar is the time for you to make
new arrangements so you might lay up hay for the winter. I expect
to builld a farm house at your place this summer. Trusting you will
respond dgmediately, & I am sir

Your obedient servant

Jame s H., Wilbur, U.S. Ind.“gent



Lob
Office Yakima Ind '@ gency, Ft, Simcos, Wasd.'ﬁ", Mc, 31, 1879

Hon E.A, Hayt, commissioner:

I herebY¥ request authority for the payment to the following
named per the amounts annexed to their rames for transportation

of Piutes and for hauling wood, lumber etc. said payments tobe
made on the "Civilization Fund.

“lmrley ©lim 5 days at 3, *15?

Hobtowit 6 days at $3 ¥18

Edward 6 days at 3, ¥18; Homer James 3 days at $3,%9;

Peer, 5 days at $3%9; Joe Stwire 3 days at ¥3 9; “ack with

?? $5, $5; Thomas Cree 6 days at ¥3; Peter ;(lickitat 3 days at

$3; Yesmowit o days at #3; Jno Lumly 3 days at $3; Billy “htanum 2
dgys at $3; chilllens 3 days at %3 p 169

Stick Joe 2 days at $3; Gearge ,oone 4 hours 2 days 8t $5;

Jim Sattas 1 12 days at $35; Yewy Settas 1 1-2 days at $3; Wbraham
2 days at $3; Peter "euben 2 days at $3; Charley Manp 2 days at &%S;I
Tom 3 days at $3; L.ttle Henry 2 days at $3; Snelling Peter 2 days
at 3; Sam 1 1l-2 days at $3,

The services were rendered necessa y from the fact thatthe

Piutes were , in midwinter, turned over to me at the Government
ranch on the Topnish 25 miles below the agency at a place where it
was Ilmpossible to feed them and wie re no shelter could be provided
and where wood was very scarce. “hey were transported to the school
Farm near the agency towhich place wood and lumber had to be

hauled to make provision for their comfort. It i1s perhaps needless
tostate tha t the srvices rendered were abéolutely necessary in
arder to prevent suffering.,.

Your obedient servant

Jame s H. Wilbur etc.
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Office Yakima Ipndian “gency
Fto Simcoe Wer, ppril 17, 1879
Hon Ee<A. Hayt, commissioner:

Sips
I have the honor to inform you that I have opened a school

7 miles from this station for the Piutes, recently moved to this
agency and employsd tev, George Waters, a native preach as teacher
at a salary of five hundred dollars per annum.

Water was educated here in our school yea's ago and I believe will
do well. The school was opened on the lst day of “pril with 35
schollars. Not as yet a boarding school as we have not the
accommoda tions.

Please apmrove his appointment amd let his services begin 4‘prid
1st at said s alary.

Efce



224

Office Yakima I,dian #gency

Ft. Simcoe W,T, June 5th, 1879

Hon E«A. Hayt, commissionsr, sir:s

I have the honor to call your attention to a letter from this
oftice dated feb. 6th , 1879 announcing the arrival of the

Piute and Baniock Inde and requesting permission to keep Sarah
Winnemucky and educated Indian woman as interpreter and if I
could open a school f or sald Indians I could use her in the double
capacity of interpreter and teacher and to pay her at the rate of
five hundred dollars per annum.

The school has been opened (see report of Sept. of teaching)

and Sarah is so employed. I again request she may be approved

as tacher axd paid from the fund appropriated for the support of
schools fram this 10 day of Feb, 1879. If not p 225

aprroved as teacher , let her be approved as interpreter and
inform me what fund I s hall use in paying her.

An answer is requested gnd requested immediately that I may

pay at the end of the quarter.

I an sir, your etce
226

Orfic <Yakima Indian #“gency, Ft. Simcoe W.T. June 5th, 1879, Hon.
E.A. Hayt ,commissioner, Sir:

I have the honor to request the approval of an open market
purchase of flour of six tons not to cost more than six and a half
dollars per bble. afp answer by telegram is requested as we are

now near out and the Piutes armd &

anrnock Indians require rations
with our schools dai ly. I am sir, etce

P.S. The sixbty barrels would cost three hundred and ninety dollars,
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July 9th, 1879
Hon E.A. Hayt, commissioner
Sir.
I have the honor to call your attention to a letter written to

you on the 6th of lMarch and your reply dated March 17th, 1879,

You say the matter in regard to the employment of Sarah Winnemucea (sic)
as Interpreter anmd teacher will form the subject of an ahbther
commnication ,"that other communication has not been rec'd."

Spe was employed on the 10 day of Feb at a Salary of Five hundred
dollars per annum out of what fund is she tob e paid? Spe has done
a noble work in the school room, out at the schcol, instructing

the Piute women and girls how to cut and male garments for

the children of the Piute school and themselves and doing me
essential service as interpreter.

Please approve her appointment or rather her employment at said
salary and imtruct me out of what fund Ishall pay. I want the
instructions SO she may be properly reported with my quar terly
papers now being made up,

I am sir, etc,



