3701 Commonwealth Rd.,
LI108000001770777777

April 13,1964
Mys.Cuarles B.nimball,
beattle,Washi.

Dear irs. Kimball:

Your project of cornhusk bags 1s a large one,
and certainly a subject which has not received a proper amount of
attention. I have never gone into the subject, specifically, but

I have had the general feeling that the "origin' might be linked
pretty close to the Flathead before spreading to the Nez Perce.

I have been expecting to see the Shawaways , and therefore
have not a specific age at this tiwe. I nowever believe she is
now about 57 years old.That is my recollection, without digging up
a big carton of notebooks still "in transit! Jeveral months ago we
began a rather gigantic task of moving, my tirst move here in 15 years,
and now In a suitable location, with library space, files, writing
roomystudio etcs I am still "stralghtening" around. And for that
same reason so.e of the family backgrounds will be missing at this time,
although I'1l1l catch up as I can on tihen.

Shawaway 1s the corirect spelling of Nettie and aAlba. Her Indian
name is Toonestonmy. She is an enrolled Warm Springs womwan.
Alba's Indian name is, as he spelis it on agency records and nis
oan spelling, Kooatyakhen., This 1s spelled by Mooney and cthers in
some half a dozen or more ways, Cootiaken, etc. He 1s the son of the
now dead Alex Cootlaken Shawaway, who was the son of Kooatyakhen or
Cootiaken, a contemporary of Smownalla. (Reference to t.is Kooatyakhen
in Mooney, who has the relationships with others somewhat mixed.

The Showaway or Snawaway family neardission on the Umatilla
heserVation, according to both Alba and Mrs. Loulse Showaway or
Shawaway, 1s ao relation. Jim Billy is dead. veath date not determined,

ihe Showaway Colieahkun mentioned in Drumme:s and Dreamers is
Alba. Alex and Alba , before Alex' death gave it that way. when
Alex died and after Alba mads Cotieanrun a matter of record on
his enroliment, he usedit Kooatyakhen.

Alba's mother was a Yakima .

At present I do not specifically know Mrs. Julia Sochappy's age,
but will find out from a daughter when i1 see er. As to her
famliy, this particular group has b.en "reticent" to being pinned
down on that gyestion and 1've not pres8ed. 4+nis is because of
the various government claims cases, some still active, and the
various anthropclogists, ethnologists and attorneys who have worked
either for tribes or the governmwent, and cautioned them against
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swers to specific questions. This has been one of the
igggéiégogg things fog "amategrs" to work against or for students who
are seeking specific answers to specific questions._In other words
some enrolled Yakimas are the required one-fourth Yakima, might be
one-fourth Nez Perce, and one-forth"Colville" They are still playing
the cards to see where the government payoffs cocie. Of course the
matter of changing enrolluments from one reservation o another is
becoming complicated. For instance, many Yakimas havg necessary blood
degres for enroliment as Warm Springs, but the Warm Springs tribe won't
accept them although they 'd like to change to obtain,that $800 or
more a ye.r per capita, paid nct on a monthly basis. +here are other
land claims and compensations to be paid, heirship lands etc. that make
this inguiry into specific blood lines a delicate matter. My note books
are ful%of informaution given voiuntarily by indivi uzals, and other
informat.on from enrollment officers. And one enrollment officer, if
I can catch him by himself, can answer some of the questions., I will
try and remember to do so.

Frank Sohappuy is not the son of George Sohappy. 1here was a relatiunship
here but not too close. Hereagain you get into a matier of muX polygauy
as exercis.d and practiced in the old days, or of the custom of g
man falling heir to a brother 's wives. For instance, it would take
a long study to unravel the relatlionship of the several souns of
Kamiakin, most of them sons by different wives, and soue of the wives
were sisters.

Frank Sohapyy's mother was a Yakima. You ask "what tribe?" The
Yaklmas as a tribe were one thing, various bands of Yakimas, or
family clans was Something else. The Wanapum or Priest Rapids were
a band 1t would be assumed, although t ey were undoubtedly Sokuiks
of the Lewis and Clark reference, but they were all Yakimas. So far as
1 know there has never been a clear cut definition as to tribe or
band. Here you get into villages, chieftainships, heredity, etc. etc,
And how far back can you trace a cortiain group, band or tribe before
it loses its ldentity, or in reverse? You are bordering on a ground
that is still, and will for some time be a matter of determination by
various government claims courts. Ethnologists, historiena, anthropologists
etc. have argued these matters and sulmitted thousands of words in
substantiation of their & eories, and they are only theories, and in
courts of claim are accepted as such and the merits broven axxXexsR on
such grounds. From that you go into the classification of your
"tribes" by root stock and linguistics, and that 's another big field.
I am merely trying to explaln why the variables and why some of
these mstters cannot be pinpolnted as a professocr would wish them
to be, sometizes because these beople themselves camnot gain the
information,

Specifically Frank Sohappy's mother, to the old way of thinking
and the Indian way , was a Chamnapum. ihese wer. Yakimas. They lived ,
AS you no doubt know, at the confluence of the Yakima River witn the
Columbia. The older Indians would call it Chamnapum, here you get
your pum, or people, the pa or pah such as Skeinpah (down near
Celilo, 1s a locative. Even now some of the old timers wilil call
a Palouse a Palousepum.

You can dig up dozens of names of groups living along the
Columbia which aie unknown to all but a few very old people today,
and you can dig up dozens of descendants of these people, and they
are all Yakimase
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I have b:en thoroughly disgusted at timesto find that the
Mast" old man or woman of one of these groups y Who I hav: had contact
with, has died. I hgve fragmentary material from several and I have
often felt that the University of Oregon, now working in the country,
the University of Washington, Washington State University etc. , had
they worked the fieid more intensively 10 and 20 ye:rs ago instiad of
other regions, would have done a fine service tc all. But for some
reason or other "coast" Indians ete. appealed Onare, whereas in reality
coast Indians were so badly inteimixed that it has been many years
excepting in rare cases where such close links with the past as existed
among. the Yakima, Umatilla, Colville etc. in later years, existed.
Facial characteristics alone show that, ao .do cosvumes, hand craft

knowledge etce.
4s tc cornhusk bags:

1 would suspect they were called Nez Perce bags because of trade.
Don't forget that Celilo was the trading mart for the Northwest
interior. When Celilc went, all main links with the past c(rade also
went. ihis was .ore than a gathering place. 1t was an industrial.
trading center. *he trade entended to the coast, into the Colville
country and 1orth, into Caiifornia, and into the Nez Perce country,.
Your ' shaptaki" or Nez Ferce"suitcases'" the  arafleche WOTrk, HEE were
a parallel so to speak of tne Nez rerce bag, and here you have
the Flathead and especially the Blsckfoot influence, which by
"theory indicates the innovation from the Flathead and Blackfoot
country?

I,dian ear or husk corn was unknown to the Yakimas. I have
stories of Heller's invasion of the Yakima countiy ana the battle
of “oppenish Creek, 1855, in which the Yakima warriors slashed the
bags of mule-packs, during the running battle and whem wmules were
captured, and seeing grains of corn or the k. rnels spout out, were
frightened, thinking they were teeth of dead people.

There are accounts in old Wanapum stor.es frow Priest napids
where explorers and fur traders, the first known along rriest Rapids,
which would place the date frorm 1811 (alexander Noss) and later,
left camp sites. These were snaken down by the Indians afte. the
departure, and againappears reference to fright at corn kernels, thought
at first to be teeth of dead persons.

iet on the other hand, in the Wenas country, north of Yakiua,
when Doty, and “mmm also A.J. Iolon came ‘through, before the
Ireaty of 1855 (year be.ore ) accounts of squash, potytues, corn
being grown there, This branch of the Yakima traded with the
Hudson's Bay C.. post at Vancouver. So corn was not unknown, although
it was apparently not well knowne.

Also, I don't know what the Whitman and Spalding "agricultural"
accounts show regarding corn. Both had mills as you know, but whether
for just wheat alone I do not knows I would suspect note.

Corn was grown , to a small extent, by soldiers under Maj.Robert
Selden Uarnett, and later Capt. James J. Archer at Fort Simcoe, and
grain and corn, both, were purchased "in the field" when the
military tumed the fort over to become an indian agency in 1859,

So with the I dian agent era at Fort Simeoe, and agricultural records
starting not long afterwards and lore specifically in 1860, 61 and 62
corn was grown there, at Simcoe. ; .



I have never seen, in all my reading of_day books, Indian
reports, agency reports eiCe, to my recollection, any -eference to
corn belng issued as annultly goods.

As for false embroidery, and while I've never lookeua for it on
old bags, I don't see wny the Yakimas, if courn husk bags were very
old among thew, did not mse tLhe colorea porcupine quills as they did
for thel. ‘'capes'" and buckskins. If you knowof this use on bag
dec.rations, I shouid thinkit w uld be a good lead as to "dating" the
LUSagee

lpe hop twine (specimsn of some, c£averal years oid, not over
sixg,enclosed, 1 know nothing of except zccou.ts of lrndians who haveﬁ
long worked for hop rowers. One man, now dead eight years, worked for
one grower 48  ars., He worked throughout the hcp season, tying
the Lop vines when they started, to the hop poles or trellises. i've
never tried to "date''use of ho.p twine, or origin, but it has been
used since neur the origin of commercial hop growing, requiring
Indian labor, in the Yakima Valley. Does the rare kzra meeker, Hop
Culture boo:, published around 1870 give you any clues? This is the
top keeker item. I foolishlyx "traded" off wy copy for some $30
worth of other books about ten years zgo, have never seen another
since, but the U must have une in thelibrary. You would have sone
good mate iaul there on Fruyallup hops, since this is, as 1 noted, the
top Mecker itew and far from the level of his other works, and 1s so
recognized.

I would sus.ect 1t is the common manila hemp. ‘he hoo twine of
1 ter years, and which I've seen used in bags if nae like a he.vy
cord. Hardwsre stores all over here sell it but I don 't .now their
source, nor do I think it o uwld be narrowed to "one source.'

I have encountered use of cornhusk bags, "Klickitat" or imbricated
baskets, and Yakima baskets in gather .ng roots, bitterroots, wild
D.tatoes, wild carrots, the varicus varieties of camas. Chok ciierries ,
(dried) were stored in them, They were also used for picking, carrying
and storing huckleberries, but the basket was prefer.ed, snd the old_
limers used the cedar bark basket with conface bottom .

Ceremonies

. As to ¥ive_away distributions. ihere was no set time. rrimariiy
"wouen's things" such as bags, but not always, were distributed to
women., The time depended upon circumstances. Sometimes it is
immedlately after the fumeral, when the mourners .eturn to the

long house, or the home. ihey are Bsually given as & ki.d of payment
Lo relatives, being kept in the family., they , as you know, are not
used until they are brought out and displayed at a later

memorial dinner or lamentation feast. 4hen they may be used,

If the family is not "financially" able at the time of death to

%@9 "pay" other obligations adequately, there is usualiy jus a dinner.
hen at some community gathering, a fovorite tiwe is Fpurth of July
at White Swan, familles provide the dinner, s.veral being the spoasors.
Bags and such, even horses are brought out and displayed and tnen
become the _roperty to be used in public, of the recipient. Tepees

or tipis are even handled in this manner, an empty tipi of the dead

msn or wo.an being set up and left unoccupied until after the memorial

dinner. ind the dinner is augmented by newly uyurchased shawls,

Liankets and yardage or piece goods, beads and what have you to pay

relatives, close and distant and friends according to service renderad;
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Dollar bills or %5 bills, silver money etc. is sometimes ad.ed.

I have seen a plle of such material five feet high distributed
im.ediately after a funeral, although it is not used until a
laxmentaticn feast six months later. And I have known such feasts to
be delayed fcr one or twWwo yearse

the "ygresiding man" usually the religious leader, stands up and
orates, telling of the life of the dead one; then he holds up
item by item. Seated women will cry and wail into handkerchiefs,
the lo.der the more respect they show for the dead. lhen helpers will
take the item and pass it Lo intended person who has heen designated.

1f it 1s tne clothing of a child, or bags belonging to g girl,
soms chlld the same size will be "hired" to wear that clothing and
carry the bags in a procession around the Long hcuse; someone wili
be "hired" to ride a norsec of the dead person around the "parade"
gro nds. And for the past five years automobiles have been added to
the things in a parade, although I have noticed that there is apoarently
no taboo on use of the car or horse of a decad person. The gener 1
rule is thut tnls ¥ lving" is delayed untii the famiiy can handle it
su.tably. And such dinners have become "social intercourse" occasions
for Indlans. There seems to be a misconceptlon here bstwcen this type
of "giveaway" and the coast potlatch and 1t would take several pages
toe speli the difference out, and I woula be handicapped by lack of
sufficient knowleage on a true potlatch . But the old Indians here
did not look ona potlatch as the same .,

(bkapping buek to  Indians and hopss From my interviews, 1 know
use of I dians as ho. werkers existed since at least the mid “Cs,
and probably to a smaller extent before. lhe use rcached its height
after 1900 and the decline started in the 1930s ana 1940s and
drop,ed sharply with advent of the mechanical hop picker. The Yakima
Chief Rench at Mapton Dr. William Gannon is managger (he is

B1l Gannon who has the mabton Wagon iuseum. And if you've not seen
thut, 1t is worth the visit, sometime, Incidentally he tock his
doctorate a few years ago at Iowa I beileve, stagecocaches, art
history of aeforation etc. And he woulé I am sure answer some
quéstlions that night cecur to you. He m ght alsc have sore irformation
on "bags." In conuection with the wagon useum, he has a sales
outlet in the front of the building asnd the best buys I know of.
Incidentall , too, he has scme regular museunm pleces, with specific
histories for nhis own, Nez rerce saddles he acqulred from the Idaho
country, probably the largest collection in existence, costumes and
relics of ristorice Indians etc.)

Doi 'tknow how irs. Sohappy and urs, Shawawgy des@ribed tLhe
"baby gift" ceremony, but the gecount in Strangers is from the
Priest Hapids ,eople and the group noted for following the old
customs It paralleled the account of the late sophla WakWak who kept
the old custo s and was a granddauchter of hamliakin. Snhc has been
deau s veral years, I'd have to check my poles, bul I think at least
aight years,

Concerning distributibkn at naming ceremonies: Sometines ves,
sometiues no. I've seen naming cercmonies at which no gifts were
distributed. Bat here again the general rule of women's things for
wgmen w§s followed. (Exception: I've seen a son of an old woman,
where there was no daughter or other closely related women
receive "women's things." Generally, it is xkept in the famﬁi%%"



lhere are bags made for "sale", ang apparentliy navs been Sor sone
time; made for trade , and that has been the case for years; and
then there were other bags , with no design that wa. explanable too
~oll, but regarded as "heirloom! bags. lhese luatler were igentifigble
by others as the sToperty of so and so. And in times of stress, even
thesekind found and find treir way into stores like ibe Lincolnts
5t *oppenish, as pawn material. People 1.ke that wiil tell you of
an heirloom bag or costume they've loaned money on a doaen times ovep
& yeur or two years time. Khey keep those kind to be Tedeeuwed as to
sell them would lose the Indiun business., and sometimes {ne “owner!"
diss while t.e bags , costumcs, or beads are "in hoeck, ¥ ‘here 's no
pawn tickets involved, just a knw ledge of the store owner and his
customer. 1. was the same at Lhe Dalles Irading Post, salth (fon tiknow
his £irst neme) 4.d a back room full of such C.ings. 1 often wohdered
how these things were taken care of al'ter his deatih and the rocm full
passed into an estats!

And there are "naming ceremonies" and naming ceremonies. Sometiues
these take place at "initiation" dances and tnese are at such
gatherings as the Wnite wwan Fourth of vuly deal., *nis always opens
with a Memorial sinner. The second 48y ther. are initiation dances,
dances for young People making their first damnce appearance, lie
gene =1 pattern 1s followed at he Wishington “rihday celebration
at To,pen;sh, held this ysur at'Wapato because e 4oppenish Long
House burned down in 1960,

IThen there m ght be an occasion like Hxx. Frankg bohapuy's
S5oth wedding annivesary (1 don't kuow where thatl idea cawe fiom)
end soue family will hola 8 naming coremony, in typical ola style,
&8s a part of one of thro alght festivities.,

As to other ceremonies,which it appears you lmve pretty well
lined out, 1 have seen bags used at funerals, by that I mean
actually placed in coffins, before burial of the body. Souwetimes
Just plain bags (in men's, woman's or child 's cofiin), and sometiues
with beads in trem, never food. 0 e time the bug contained the
man's hair combings, here a_ain a ?engthy deal. Coubed hair is
not destroyed from the old-timer's viewpoint by anythin. but
fire, and as tre ola men comb out their braios sng they grow thin,
the cowbings are kept n a cornhusk or leather bag, and buriec with
them, 2ut this custom was fallowed in only a few cases, of the
real believers in tne oid taings,

And if you wish to gall gambling a cereiLony, corn husk bags
were usec, and sonetimes still are, as wagers. Money is nma ched,
dollar for dollar ang I've seen bays put up the same way. (otick ana
bone games) and in wouen's card blaying, Monte and poker or dice,
And I've sesn tlem used for pLayment of shamans or medicine men,
Inoxc one case I asay bags, blankets and 8addle, also some money
used to pay a medicine Lane. snd a weex later wnen ihe nan who was
111 was up WOrking and cut himself wWith a hep knife ana developed
an .nfection, he came tc ne to borrow $6. It .as used to pay a medical
doctor in Y kima for a penincilin (sp) shot. i1 know, bscause I went
with him to the doctor! This latter is an example of the Indian way
of thinking and doing things [ guess. Enough of sumch ways of
doing things and aftier 8 while you realize that tney are very
practicable and have more knowlec.ge of various thingsthan we realize;
that they apprecia te both cultures; and that many perpetuations of
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old cultures are efforts to find occasions for "togetherness® I

personally think that one of the most regretable situations confronting
Indians on reservations and those on peritieters of reservations is

that when reservation: are sold off and broken up, and socialization

is ended, thaat the future of the people 1s glum, Where are they going
to meet those of their kKind, gel acquainted, become married, ete?

In beer Jcints, where many have already drifted? At schools where few

white girls would accept or be perwlitted to accept Indian youths as

boy friends and allowed to ta :ry them? Even'"gamblingl the danc-s ete.
(Indian dances) have their place _n socialization.

Sorry I can't be specific about tle questions you've asked but
hope I've explalned wiy. Sorry too I ve rawbled on andon but T think
you'll find a good deal you asked covered hereln, and more besides.
Iour project is a good one. The magazine article sounds interesting.
I hope I hayve been of some small help to jou. Lel me know how things
come out,

Sincerely

Click Relancer

3701 Comnonwealth Koad,
Yakina,Wachington,





