Rgelamation

Reclamation develo ment in thé United States has reached a
milestone of great importance with the formulation of -the federal
fact finding commission,s recommeniations made public last night,
lakima's reclamation auhorities feel . Immediate relief on
the Yakima and 27 other Western projects is held necessary and pre
sent recomnendations do not provide for such relief. Further
reclamation development will pe much more successful under the
proposed plan and the existing projects‘will be able teo
operate, to greater advantage under the changes outlined but
immediate relief must come first, local men insist.

A decided disposition on the part of the commission to
aid the water users is clearly shown.
Abolishment of the 20 year repayment plan and substituting
the land's productive power as a basis on annudl payments is
criticized. The plan provides for a payment rate of 5 per cent
over a gross production period of 10 years. The average
construction charge on the Tieton is $6ogoaagedcdededd $5.50 per
acre. Under the five per cent gross plan the rate would be
much higher and would prove an additional burdem rather than a
relief,
Average gross production per acre on th: Tieton and
Sunnyside Units of the Yakima projects is not known. It is
high as shown by the following figures taken from the official
project reports?
fietun gross production per scre 1-22, apples $221.60; small
fru t $200; pears $139.35.
Tieton, 1921--Ap les $287.70; small fruit $231.85; pears
$270.20
Sunnyside--1922 hops $220.55; small fruit $8089dadpp08



$300; Apples $149.85; pears $156.26; pru es $198.k3.

Sun-yside--1921--Hops $750; small fruits $325; apples $309;
pears ¥215; prunes $274.

Sunnyside 1914=$apple-$100; soft fruit $107;
pears $169; prunes $+3k.
At present the r payment is $5 an acre deemed too great a

bur ‘en but according to th prop-sed plan would be more.

Recomendations that the projects be turned over immediately
to the waterusers for their ope ation are not popular here, It is
claimed that the~finafcing of such a step would be difficult and
that the waterusers would cetainly be in danger of suits. Under
the present plan the government is able to take the eesponsibility
and on account of its strength the average individual will not brig
sult so quickly as against a small concern, it is stated. April

11, 1924--The Yakima Daily Republiec.



Indian claims

L.M. Holt, superintendent of the Indian irrigat on se vice is on
the reservation gathering data relative to damages sustained by construction
of reservation irrigation canals,
Holt, “ajor Ivan Estep, superinendent of.the Tonpenish agzency
and William Charley, Yakima Indian, are members of the committee
gathering the data. Twenty—three Indian owners claim d amages.
The work of securing the information is slow and will probably take
at least a month., The finding of the committee will be submitt-d
to the secretary of fthe interior for final consideration.
Abramam Lincoln, an aged Indian, is acting as interpreter. Ihe
claims arise out of alleged damage to old irrigation ditches taken out
of Toppenish and S:mcoe creeks. Construction of the main system of canals and
drains cut through some of the old ditches, destroying their usefulness.,
The Hoptowit ditch, a fording water to some 390 acres is the 1. -'gest
ditch a fected, Ajthough the I-dians have brndemanding the ad justment
for some time it is thought that the final government decision
will not grant the Indians any relief. It cannot be claimed
D9 the Indians have b en injured when the government has given them
better service than previously enjoyed, it is said by officials here..

The Yakima Republic, April 3, 192k,



Wapato Project

Water users on the Wapato, Satus and Ahtanum units of the U:ited
States Indian Reclamation service paid in a total of $52,084.64
during March as compared to $12,637 for the same periocd last year according
to t he monthly report given out bythe office of L.M. Holt, superin endent
todaye

Officials say the decided increcase in payments at this time is due
to the early season. Water was turned in theproject ditches at
least two weeks earlier and much 'of it is being used.

Of the total payment $13;913.46 represents water rights charges on the
Wapato unit. Wapato maintenance totals $32,035 ; Satus maintenance $3,07L
and Ahtanum maintenance $2,531.50. Misc llaneous collections

amount to $532.85.--The Yakima Republic, March 31, 1924,



Ahtanum case

Ahtanum water right ligigation proceedings , going on before Marvin
Chase, state hydraulic engineer, in the federal building since January 3,
will close late today or early Tuesday morning. Over 300 witnesses
were summondd, these representing practically every present land

holder in the Ahtanum and many early settlers.
Chase estimates the final cost will be less than the average state
cost for water litigation matters, 18 cents an acre. The total number of
claims handled is 230.
Fnallowing the hearing Cra e will assemble his data and a ter a flew months
of work will turn over his findings to the superior court of Yakima
county.~he county court will study the findin s and will make a decision
either confirming or modifying the decision of the stale engineer. .
Waterusers have the right tHappeal to the state supreme court
Several cases concerning school dand will be appealed to the
state court, it is understood.
This morningis testimony consisted rainly of the history of Soda Springs
at one time the oasis for the entire Yakima valley and still one of
the many popular resorts of the section.
W.T. Dixon , the man wio discovered the Soda Springs in 1882 told
of the early days at the resort . Dixon's brother, Charles E. Dixon, was the i1
owner of the park land.

"My brother built mowt of the buildin'ss on the site. A hotel, dance
platform, spring, store house and stables were all erected by my brother.
There were many private cabins owned by ‘lex Miller and other valley folk,”

Dixon said

“Richard Strobach, who took over the land in 1888 also took the stand
today. Stoobach said he made improvements upon the bath house
and other park buildings. He olimed about 10 aeres of the tract was now

under irrigation. James Biggam is present owner of Spoda S.rings.



Ahtanum Water Case

Tales of early social life on Ahtanum creek some 60 years
ggo were given by fi’e women, wives of deceased pioncer trail blazers
in testimony offered in the water rights litigation h maring going on
in the federal building before Marvin Chas , state hydraulic engineers.

At that time the red man and his squaw dominated with the scattering
white families ih the minority. While the two races intermingled and
squaw men wer commnon, a wrong doer was in danger of a neck=-tie party
the women related.

Mrs. Mary E. Simpson, past her 60th birthday and probably the oldest
pioneer woman on the creek, spent considerable time on the witness
séand Friday.

Mrs., Simpson and her husband, now &ead, took up a homestead near what i
now Wiley City in 1871. Mrs. Simpson is still living there. Four other
pioncer widows to testify and their date s of settlezent are: Felecia
E. Stanton, 1868; Mary A. Splawn, 1867; Rosella Heaton, 1877 and
Sarah Parton 18674, _

Mrs. Parton tells of walking to Yakima from The Dalles, a distance of
some 250 ( Copy) miles.

"I was but a girl then and as the covered wagon i which father
and mother had our few belongings was well crowded, there was little room
for me so I walked. The wvagon was drawn by oxen. I had no trouble in keeping
up," . Mrs., Parton replied when asked if she remembered her com'ng to
the valley.

Mrs, Josephine Parker and Mrs, Alice A;gela , both girls at the time of
the Ahtanum settlement, have also testified &n the hearing. Mrs. Parker is a
daughter of Joe Bowser, who camd to the creek in 1865. Mrs. Parker was given
allotment of land where Toppenish now stands. She also held an allotment of
80 acres near Tonpenish for each of her children.

While many of the women who have come to Yaki a to testify are old they

all have decidedly rugged appearances.



"Whenwe have sufficient inf emationr elating to all
sections and the most practicable projects awaiting execution,
we will beplaced in a position to make & decisive move. Many parties
are now out making investl ations and collecting data to be used by
the bureau.
What is your opinion of the new irrigation law?
"#3 it nav stands it is the most impartant act which has
been passed by cangress in many ;ears. I he far -sighted policy
which led to its passage lms made it a me;yel in legislation
an d an epoch of developmmdnt in this western country.
There are schemes and projects which are too large ard
adventerous for private capital to undertake but our
government with its money and prestige i1s in a p=m ition to
successfully ope ate the most difficult.of the undertakings and f rom
the fact that the federal authorites are backing the scehmes will
prove a drawing card to the .settlers. this whole western country
meds irrigation, meeds reservolrs and high line canals. The water
which in the spring runs o f and goes towaste should be dammed .
up in storage reservoirs and utilized later in the summer,
It is our intention to look into propositions ofthis kind and in
8ll feasible instnces put them through."
How long have you been engaged in ©A® work of this kindf.Mp.
Newsll,
"Personally I have been engaged in work pertaining to
irrigation since 1888, I have prepar edmany reports and
carried on inve ti ations in all parts of the Tnited States. I
_ think it very ,ro able that in time the bureau will enlarge and b ecome
e of the departments of the govermment,
"In the state of "ashingtomg perhaps the rost important
poogect



Ahtanum case

Ahtanum water right ligigation proceedings , going on before Marvin
Chase, state hydraulic engineer, in the federal building since Januvary 3,
will close late today or early Tuesday morning. Over 300 witnesses
were summoned, these representing practically every present land

holder in the Ahtanum and many early settlerse.
Chace estimates the final cost will be less than the average state
cost for water litigation matters, 18 cents an acre. The total number of
claims handled is 230.
Following the hearing Cra e will assemble his data and a ter a flew months
of work will turn over his findings to the superior court of Yakima
county.the county court will study the findin s and will make a decision
gither confirming or modifying the decision of the state engineer. .
Waterusers have the right Happeal to the state supreme court
Several. cases concerning school dand will be appealed to the
state court, it 1s understood.
This morningjs testimony consisted rmainly of the history of Soda Springs
at one time the oasis for the entire Yakima valley and still one of
the many popular resorts of the scction.
W.T. Dixon , the man who discovered. the Soda Springs in 1882 told
of the early days at the resort . Dixon's brother, Charles E. Dixon, was the [
owner of the park land.

"My brother built mowt of the buildin ss on the site. A hotel, dance
platform, spring, store house and stables were all erected by my brother.
There were many private cabins owned by ilex Miller and other valley folk,”

Dixon said

4Richard Strobach, who took over the land in 1888 also took the stand
today. Stpobach said he made improvements upon the bath house
and other park buildings. Hg climed about 10 g.res of the tract was now

under irrigation. James Biggam is present owner of Spda Springs.



In the early days Strobach hauled the soda water from the springs to
Yakima ' in a water wagon. Fred Parker, pioncer at orney declares Soda Springs
Egsthe oy playground of ever, person in the valley during the early
dayse.

"I will never forget the Fpurth of July cel-bration at Soda Shfings in
1887," Parker com ents. Watson C. Squire, governor of Washinzton
territory; Judge George Turner, John B. Allen, U.S. senator; J.B.

Reavis, supreme judge; Hiram Dustin, district U.S. attorney and Parker
were members of a speecial party at the S,rings.

"There had been a big legal case on here in Yakima and all of the
mo uls were here. OREG® I drove the party to the 8prin-s on the even of
thw Foueth. On account of the jovernor being being there the place was
unusually popular. There were some 1500 persons at the event. Dustin was
the hit of the day with his famous left handed fiddling," Parker tells.
Judge Turner, Parker and Gov. Squire are the only members of the party
still alive.

While s688 only some of the 300 witnesses have been called if
the actual number of times persons testified in the hearing was recorded
the number would total more than 1000, 81d =-timers each testified in
many cases. Ploneers to appear in the court , day after day, are Wallace
Wiley, John Linder, Ben C. Ejgin, Thomas B. Nelson, Felica Stanton, Mary A.

Splawn, John Wetsel, Taylor Hughes, Wil iam Hughes and Mary E.

Simpson. Yakima Republic, January 28, 1924,



Ahtanum Water Case

Tales of early social life on Ahtanum creek some 60 years
ago were given by fi'e women, wives of deceased pioneer trail blazers
in testimony offered in the water rights litigation h earing going on
in the federal building before Marvin Chas , state hydraulic engineers.

At that time the red man and his squaw dominated with the scattering
white families th the minority. While the two races intermingled and
squaw men wer common, a wrong doer was in danger of a neck-tie party
the women related.

Mrs. Mary E. Simpson, past her 60th birthday and probably the oldest
ploneer woman on the creek, spent considerable time on the witness
siand Friday.,.

Mrs. Simpson and her husband, now é@ead, took up a homestead near what
now Wiley City in 1871. Mrs. Simpson is still living there. Four other
pioncer widows to testify and their date s of settlerent are: Felecia
E. Stanton, 1868; Mary A. Splawn, 1867; Rosella Heaton, 1877 and
Sarah Parton 1864, _

Mrs. Parton tells of walking to Yakima from The Dalles, a distance of
some 250 ( Copy) miles,

"I was but a girl then and as the covered wagon i which father
and mother had our few belongings was well crowded, there was little room
for me so I walked. ‘he vagon was drawn by oxen., I had no trouble in keeping
up,” . Mrs., Parton replied when asked if she remembered her coming to
the valley.

Mrs. Josephine Parker and Mrs., Alice A;gela , both girls at the time of
the Ahtanum settlement, have also testified an the hearing. Mrs, Parker is a
daughter of Joe Bowser, who ¢amé to the creek in 1865. Mrs., Parker was give
allotment of land where Toppenish now stands. She also held an allotment of
80 acres near Tonpenish for each of her children,

While many of the women who have come to Yaki a to testify are old they

all have drcidedly rugged apnearances.



"Tn the faces of these wormen rests a certain kindness that must be inter
in tribute to Ameic n womanhood. These brave women, amo g the first to
ome West, have made it possible for our women of today to have the
luxuries they now enjoy. To them we owe a real tribute," coments Chase,
"The same is true of the men. I can see a glimmer if every -ye of these old
pioneers. Many of them retain a perfect memory of the early days. They love
talk over old times. Yhile ~1d in years they are still young men and
women i heart. The state calls this a 1 tigation h zring. To the e 1y
settle s who are called as witnesses it is a pionrers' picnic filled with cc
and romance," the engineer continues.
John Lindsey, a settler of 1865 , is considered the oldest living
man on the Ahtanum. He has a perfect memory and is one of the most
valued witnesses, "Chase says. Nathan Olney came in the same year as
Lindsey. Tho as B. Nelson came through the valley in 1857 with an ox teamn.
Helatter settled in the Antanum.
The total cost of the Ahtanum hegring is estimated at $1500. There are
10,200 acres ‘nvolved in the case.
The case will be going on for thr e weeks and will continue
at least two wekks mre. Some 100 witnesses have been called and at
least 176 more are to be summoned. There are 250 claims to be
settled. At the termination of court last night 119 claims had been heard.
Chase left last night for Olympia to be one day in his office.
The proceedines hme bren discontinued from Friday evening until Monday
morning. Monday, Holden Shumate & Cheney will start on the first of 53 clair
The average holdings on He later settled on the Ahtanum (Copy)
The Yakima Daily Republic, January 19, 1924,



Sunnyside Project

Growers on the Sunnyside reclamation unit thi season produced
crops returning on ah.avorage $97.06 per acre, a gain of 23 per cent
over the average acre return a year ago which was $78.14% according to
the annual crop report complet d Thursday by J.L. Lytel, USRS
project manager.
this total esti ated return on the project is $7,766,000 while
the 1922 return was but $6,309,919 , a gain of $1,456,487, During the
past season there was a reduction of 745 acres in the amount of land
cropped.
These be Volstead days but even so the humbled h op was the most
profitable crop grown on the pro ect. It yielded $464.35 per acre
Second alace goes to the smdll fruits which averaged $400 per
acre and third to pears$323.67 an acre.
The least profitable crop was the sugar beet which on account
of the blight returned but $12.31 per acre.
Apples lead when it comes to total crop production. The fruit
which caused Tve's downfall and which some growers have been incliheé———Zi:
to curse during the past season returned $2,998,485 to the project farmersSy—
bringing them $299.52 per acre.98dcontPdstadd Alfalfa was second with a crop
$1,730,n37 . The acreage return is low, being but $45.72 this season
as contrasted with $54.07 for a year ago. Low as the return is the
season conditions among the hay growers have been worse. In 1921
the ave age return was $34% per acre. Sunnyside formers went in strong for
potatoes , planting 6,21p acres to the humble tuber and ge’ting
$4$884,213 or $142.39 per acre in return.
Time- may be hard among t.e farmers of the Sunnyside district but
there are 681 more automobiles on the unit than there were a year ago and a
decli e of 85 in the number of horses. The Sunnyside ranchers, if they could

all sell their cars at a fair valuetion, would have #%1,188,161 to bank.



Efforts of the Sunnyside Commercial club to increace the amount
of dairy stock on the unit are apparently successful.
The init gained 248 head of dairy cattle and now has $743,688
worth of the mi'k producers chewins their cuds in the alfalfa fields.
In addition thers are 5,798 h-ad of sheep, 19,211 porkers and
$184,258 worth of poultry=--The Yakima Daily Republic, Friday, January
18, 1924,



Pomona=-Artesian

Another gusher, this time in the Pomona district is reported
by Henry R. Linse with a flow e timated at from 1,500 to 2,000
gallons a minute steadily.

The striking of the flow was the result of six months steady
work during wnid two shafts were sunk and in each case a considerable
thickness of rock penetrated. .
“he Linse well is sbout 2 1-2 miles east of Pomona. station and 1 1-2
miles east of the “ast “elah school housc. It 1s situated on an ac e
of land belonging to Mr. Linse but only a dhort distance fram
a tract of 920 acres belonging to Mre Linse and his partner, HEpe
‘enry Froemke.

Sinkinf of t he shaft was started on Yanuary 15. At a depth
of 115 feet much ol it through rock and cre ice wock a  that, it was
foumd necescary to pull the drills and begin again,

The second time rock was again encountered. In all 120 feet of rock
was plerced by the drill. Or the 120 feet, 40 feet cons ks ted
of obstinate and difficult crevice., # 12 inch hole was sunk to a
depth of 120 feet am from that point dowvn & nine inch hole,

Twice before the fl owingwater was found strata of wate were
encountersd but ther wasno pressure, fgain at a depth of
550 reet water was encountere but there was no pressure and it
would not fbw fram the mouth of the w 11,

At 420 feet , however, af ter the drill had gone t hraigh

the har rock andthramgh a layer of muck it came to t b8 sand and
gravel and the flow be ane.
Mre Linse estimted tha the well will easily water 250 acres,
He says the stream is larger than the stream furnished for Li6 tonwat er
users far 300 acres. It 1s the intention to sink further wells

until they a & able to water the entire tract from wells,



The gusher is the s cond to be struck in that vicinity.
Ihe first ae is L hat of CeA. Clark which i sa bout 800 feet
away fran the new welle, It is though,however, that he two
wells tap different layers of water forthe reason that the
Linse flow come s from s and amd gravel while the flow of t he Clark
well comss from porus rock.

Mr. Linse already hes & pum ing well whid was sunk a year ago to a
depth of 600 f'ee t. *he pumping, propositio i, however was
considered too expensive for irriga tionandwill be abandoned if
artesian flow «an be secured in sufficient quantity. The Yakima
Herald,Jhly 17, 1912,



| UNC fleclamati on

Hopes far cmstruction by the government of t he Kittitas,Vapato and
“enton reclamation yroject within the next f'ive years hae been
wiped out iy the report of the boar:i of army engineers and its
apy oval by the mresident,given out at Washington last nighte
Out of a total of $45,000,000 estimated receipts for t he next

five years including a s cial approm iation of “f’B0,000,000
“ashingtan mrgects are to receive but ¥1,928,000, the bulk of
t® money gozlng to other states,

¥o r the completion of the Sunnyside unit §1,250,000 is
gilven, for the 1jeton ¥665,000 and for the Kkanogan ¥13,000,
4 special dispatch to the Mepublic sayss
Washingtm, Yec. 27-0yt of $45,000,000 allccated by Pre i dent
Taft for c&rrying on government irrigati on work during the next fis
yars Oregon receives $925,000; Montana apir oximately :8,00\),000;
Idaho #7,000,000; "yoming over ¥6,000,000; Colorade ¥5,000,000
ard theRio Urande projcct partly in Mexico ami partly in Texas
gets ¥7,000,000. Texas and Mexico contributed nothing to the
re clama tion funds.

Nearly QRGOGOOOGGADOA 2,000,000 1is allocated to the Yakima
projécte.

”pecifically the pre sident set apart %1,250,000 for the Synnyside
unit and ¥70#665,000 far the ‘ieton unit of the Yakima
project. These al lotments like those for Or egon proj;cts bear
irterest at 3 per cent.

I, addition the president sets aside ¥13,000, to complete the
Okanogan vroject which is now in an advanced stage.

No specific allotment s ar @nﬁd-e“ ,far' t he Kittitags, vapato,
or Benton units of the Yakima mroject which means that their

cons truction must be postponed until after 1916, Plans are prepared



for thes tlree mojects but evident.y the board and the
president took the position that Yashington would be a dequately
cared for by the exlsting projects,

The allotment for Sunnyside will complete the canal down to

Prosser and the allotment to the I

jeton will complete the
water system including the conwrsion of two lakes into
permanent stoi’age' regservolirs and Will canplete such work as
remains to be done on thedistribution system of this unit,

H.B. S cudder of the Yakima High Liﬁe Ditch association who s
been taking a very unselfish interest in the promotion of that
great project felt much aggrieved when he was inf armed by a
represcnta t.ive of the fepblic of the appropriation made by the boa @d

of army engineers and the presideht of tmrec],am;.tio;1 funds .

He regarded the appropriationeas a great injastice to the s tate
of "ashington and tothe people of the Yakima,
Kittitas vdlleys and B.enton county/

Mr., Scudder pointed out that the granting to the reclamation
service of tH® an extension of three years in the timé vrhén tﬁe
government may have absolute control of t he waters 'of the Yakima
Water shed prevents the full development of a ny project in
the whole Yakima valley, including Bittitag, Yakima and Dentorl
counties until such time as the fovermment completes the
re servolr systems. ""his he says is taking unfair advangage of
the effort which was made to clear the way for the government .inasmuch
as but for the original agreemern in the 1imitiné of private water
rights neither the Sunnyside , Tieton, “apato, Kittitas or Penton
projects would ¥® mave beon possible.....takima Eepazblic,

Yec,30, 1910,



M;\_/{; g % ﬂ/c/ n‘e clamsa t ion /T"’;'.’»--c Aa -

ork of the season has been pructically completed, *ngineer
Swigart said “aturday after returning fram Easton where he
had ims pected the waork being done by “:gineer Baldwin for
the reclamation service,

Mpo Swigart said that aside fromthe placing of a small
portion of the concrete for the big canduit from Lake Kaches (copy)
which 1t was hoped to install before severe winter weather, the
working farce would shortly be redesed to the minimum,

j’he work whch the reclamation sevice is douing in the Yakima

watershed for the development of the available water sup 1ly is
immens e e

Temyofary work has beengoing on for years but first step in the
permanent developmentOofd@iedawdAdbdecwd befdsdgd of the laying of
this conduit is really the first step in the permanent developmente.
Mre. Swigart says that during the winter final plans will be
perfected that bids for ythe dam caastruction can be agked for next
spring e

“he outlet of the lake which has been heretofore and is

stil. in use is so high that a wvast quantity of the water in the
lake has becn unavailable but the condufit now being laid
will make it possible to take water 30 feet deeper from the lake
than now and the contemplated dam will raise the water 37
feet ab@@ddd above the present level, adding another vast
quantlity to the water available for lrrigation in the Kittitas
and Yakima valleys,

"his conduit is 12 feet in diameter and 2,500 feet long to the
damsite and 500 feet in lengthfrom the dam to t he point where it
connects with the river bed,

In the season of 1911 there will be avai able in storage

reservoirs 40,000 acre feet more than in the last season and in the



following year an additional 20,000 acre feete

:"he past season a total of 66,000 acre feet has been
available but even the addition of 40,000 the coming
season armd 20,000 in 1912 is n6O but a beginning &s can be seen
from the s tatement that the total amount which is avalidable
of development at ‘ake Kachess is 210,000 acre feet and at lake
Cle Eilum 425,000 acre feet, the total of whicha dded to the .3&,000

feet developed at Pumping Iake the past season and now

available makes a grand total of 811,000. Yet Kittitas and Yakime
valleys that asOQ€ Supervising Hnginser Swigart expresses

it "when all this water is available there will btill be
thousands of acres of dry land in these valleys,

Dyp ing the past season 100 men have been employed in excavation
work at lake Raches and if the con tract be let for the dam
gseveral hundred men will be required there next season. Further
development work depends upon the allotments to the Yakima
project of moneys available for reclarmtion Work--':he Yakima -

Republic, ~ec. 16, 1910.





