Ctn this date, 84 years ago, Yakima county was officlally created
and its predecessor, Ferguson county, passed into limbo. The original
Yakima county took in the whole sweep of the valley but even so its popu-
lation numbered only about 3,620 whites. Since its establishment the
county has increased in population by 273 times though Kittltas and Benton
countises have been taken from the original vast empire. In 1865 no pionesr,
however daring, could have dreamed of a city such as Yakima nor could he
have imagined a time when a single highway leading into Yakima would carry,
in but a single day, more people than there were settlers in 1865. 1It's
good to know that some traits, such as the zeal to make the future better
than the past, have not changed. 1It's guaranty that 84 years hence in the
year 2033 Yakima will undoubtedly be far better than the wisest among us

can envision nowe ~ee-=-The Yakima Republic, Jan. 10, '49 (SiI. Anthon)
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Cou.nty division

They came from far and wide to attend the meeting in the

Commercial club rooms in the Masonic building last even ing, called
bp0@ far a discussion of the proposed county difdsion plans.
Riverside county as proposed, Simcoe county as suggested and Yakima
county as she is were represented by by orators a8 reknown and ability,
Badinage, repartee and good natured raillery and in one case tle
cetort courteous were brought into play @ll of which made the meeting
a very interesting one and at times most excitingl

Ira P, Englehart called the meeting to arder shortlyafter 8 o'clock
and appointed H.R. “atson as secretary., From that moment formarly two
hours there was not & minute when any person fell lonesome

After the smoke had cleared itwas found that the gist of thea ction
taken was the passage of the followirg resolution which had been affered
by H.J. Snively.

"Resolted that it be declared the sentient ofthe meeting
that t here be no division of Yakima county at the present timee..".
The Yekima Herald, Feb., 14, 1913,



Younty divis ion

OplL July 30 at 2 o'clock as per call a mass meeting represented
by some thing over 100 people fran nearly all parts of the county
met at Rich's hall in Prosser,

Mgbtonwas repre ented by L’eor ge Davenport and Sam
pl"owler. Sunnyside by a delegation sele’ted at & mass meeting of
citizens of Sunnyside considting of James Hendérson; “illiam
Hitchcock, H.H, Wende, Joseph Lannin, JOSEPh_KunZ,“J.H. Ueorye,
A,D, Cafferty, F.H. McCoy and H.D. Jorye. M.D. Clarke s &

minority delegate,

Kiona was represented by M.W. Smibth, Harry v

anHorn, N. Travis, V,L,
Dimmick and Jose_ h L'-g. Prosser by a full delegation of citizens
and Rattlesnake by F. Sampéon.

Hone llelson fich presided over the mecting and was €dpddhted
apparent from the beginning tha t & unanimous feeling for county
division prevailed,provided the boundary line could be decided
upon «

4 committee consisting of one delegate frameach precint was
appointed todefinite the boundary lines for the proposed new
county and af ter being out over an how brought in a repart as
follows:

Beginning a t a point in the middle of the Columbia river where the
range line between 21 and 22 crosses the river, thence north six miles
to the first standard parallel, west on first s tandard parallel
to the r ange line,thence north o range line between 20 and 21
to the north line of 5-20 and 21 to the north line of 5-20,
thence west on said line to Pine Creeir, thence following Pime
creek far a natural boundary to a point whem said Pire creek
crosses the range lime between townships 19 and 20, thence north
on said lime to the south line of the Yakima Indian reservation,

t hence east along said line to therange lims betwesn 20and 21.



thence north 12 miles thence east two miles, thence north 18

miles to the northwest corner of section 4, township 11, range 21,

thence east ontownship line tosection 1 township 11, range 23

east, thence na th on said line to the Columbia river, t hence down the

’ middle of the main channel of the Cgolumbia to the point of begimiinge
"_Lhecormnittee'-s report was favorably receivédarrl adopted with very

littls discussidn. 1 he vote was ‘nemrly unanimous only tiiree diss=-

e nting votes, *‘he secretary then réad the minutes of the meeting

which were accepted as read, “verbody present- seem’d perfectly

‘sdtisfied to fight for county division upon the Iines adopted, the

meeting adjourned--Yakima “erald, #ugat 5, 1902,



County division

Boosters for county division have calle. a convention
to be held in Toppenish May 17 . *he convention will be
a.tended by lower valley delegates who are intere  ted in
having Yakima county divided by act of the state legislatiure
into two counties, the 1line of division running through
Union Gape. .

These delegates are to be chosen at caucuses to bs
held May 11 in the precincts below the Gap- Yakima Republis,
May 6, 1910, |

The movement to divide this county does mot meet with
unanimous approval among thee who are supposed to be _
urging A1 1sion is indicated by the statement made *hursday
by “harles S. Bilger of Yapato, Mr. Bilger 1s one of the best
known c1ti_ens in that town and knows if anyons does the
prevailing sentiment there,

"It is a mistake to sx;ppos-.a that Wapato wants diviaion"'
he aaid."gapato 1s well content to leave things as they are
and 18 not advooating division. *he general sentiment there
is opposed to division." :
In‘view of the fact that Wapato was named as the prospective
seat of the new county this assertion fram Mr. Silger
as to 1ts feelings in the matter descredits to a large measure

the strength of the movement--The Yakima “‘epublic, May 6, 1910,



Sunnyside

County division

Sunnyside, Dec. 18-- “he delegate cmvention to consider
and f ormulate plans looking tovard the county division
met pursuant to call in the 0dd Fellow's Halla t 1 p.m.
and organized by the election of F.,H, Gloyd of Prosser, chairman
and H.E. Perrin of bunnysi‘:“ie, secretary.

«+The number of delegates pre ent at an earlier mesting, Dec.
3 inclwd ed: Synunyside 10; Bedrock 2; Prosser 8; K ona, 5; Mabton,
8; Alder Creek 1; “attlesnake 3; Patterson postoffice 1; east half
41]1lah precinct 6; Klickitat B--total number of delegates
present 40, Bgged on on delegate for every 20 votes and fraction
major fagction thereof cast by each precinct at the last election,
also one delegae at large from ead precinct--for the purpose
of framing a suitable bill for establishment of the new countye.

It was voted that a com ittee of three, consisting of
Attorneys C.E. Woods and H. Wende of “unnyside and J.E. Moore of
Prosser be emp wered to draw up a bill for county dlvision on
the lines described in the call fort he ¢ onvention and report
at as ear ly a date aspossible, thua the sams be presented to
the legislature o the s tate, carried 37 ayes , nays 6o

Upon motion of Dr, #ngus 1t was voted that the chailrman

appoint a cammittee of five to look a ter the preparation and
8 curing the signing of petitions to the legislature. The
grop adjouned on motion of Jos. Lannine.-¥Ya}§ima Herald, Dec. 23,

1902,



County division.

Gpanger, June 21--# packed convention discussed county division
with a strong sentiment in favor of asking for a division of
Ygkima county a the next meeting of the legislature, at Granger
today on the occasion of the meeting of a conwvention on county
division composed of 72 delegates rrom the various sections of Yakim
county lyiig below what is commonly known as the Union Gap, a
c oxiflud@d pd DnGuAcHsOthe U AAandGd@d point about sixmiles beLow
gouthea t of North Yakima which delegates were selected by the
vario.s délegaGesd@é granges, taxpayers'! leagues, comercial clubs
and civic bouiese.

Ihree plans of division were submitted to the meeting, one by
delegates from liabton who proposed to include inthe new county
a strip of Klickitat county 27 miles in width running eact to the
Columbia river, one by the delegates from “unnyside who
proposed a county comprdsing about 15 sectioms with Sunriyside
almost in the iImmediate center thereof, and & tnird by delezates
from To.penish who suggested that the boundaries of thenew county
be the Ahtanum hills and the Rattlesnake hills on the west, north and
east and Klickitat county on the southwest which contains a territory
commonly known as the Cranger basin.

The loppenish plan inclwled a mile mare tha one=half of the
present county with a population o 16,000 people and an assessed
valuati on of *Q6. $14,000,000, The ®unnyside
plan inc Lided an area of XBO 16 townships with an assessed valuation
of $10ku00,000 and & population of 12,0000, The population and
valuation of the area proposed by Mabta was not stated.

Yakima Herald, June 26, 1912,



County Division

Newspapers

the Prosser Record came outboldly in favor of reopening the
que stion of county divisions.
The Bgurier idea is that the time is not ripe
for division and thls section cannot be depended on for any

assistance in the ma tter-Kenewick Courier, Julyk 1902,
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