Pheasants

One day this week a flock of Chinose pheasants alighted in
the yard of iBo. Jesse Parish near Jefferson, INarion county, Ogne
- They comnsisted of one male and five p six fedales. The
male bird was perfectly gorgeous in his plumsge having @
heavy top lnot and a very long tail, the fe.thers being vcfy
beautifud amd all the plumage very brilliante
Tne bird 1s one of the most wande ful of the featuered cre:tion
and was introduced f rom China a foew years ago. Boveral pair were
turncd loose on the Ankeny farm in the Santlam bottom#bout 10
miles fram Salem several years ago end the flock mentioned must be

part of the increasc~-The Viashington Faimer, goc. 6, 18844



Bluebhack Run 1886 (1)

The pretty bluebrck salmon hns made its mppesrrnee in the
market agrin,

It is the most graceful of the salmons »rG the most elegant
in color and =lso one of the smellest specles, the m~les rvere
aging about 5 pounds and the females less than 4 pounds in
weight, WNext to the Quinnat or Chinook it is the most volu-ble
of the different speciess and its inBeriority is meinly thet of
size, In ammy places it 1s known as the "red fish", from the
color of its fleshs which is very similar to thet of the Chinook
and 1s preferred by some on aceount of being less oily,

These fish nre the most important on the Fraser rivers
where 1t runs till midsummer, ~nd is known =8 the "sukekeg"s, or
as it 1s more commonly pronounceds the “sock-eye?" They from the
greater poritlon of the fish crnned on the Fraser,

Some are canned on the Columbia, They ~re too smnll to
be taken ln the seins conmonly useds but are csrught principally
at the Cascades in fish wheels and in dip neits, It is a rather
stirring sight to see a number of brrwny fellows standing on =
riece of plank supperted by bolts driven in the rocks overhangin:
the seethings foaming torrent of the Cascedess continually sweep=
ing their long=handled dip nets through some narrow channel or
swirling eddy, sometimgs bringing out four or five of the pretty
bluebnokss and occaslonally a Chinook salmons 2nd then dipping
many times 1in succession without cetehing any,

The blueback has its breeding grounds in W;llawa lakes or
rother in the grovelly beds of two streams which enter the hend
of this lske, After entering this lakes they soon chrnge to
a reddish colors as i3 cammon with meny speciss =t spwning
time,



Blueb-ck Run 1886(2)

They era taken in grest numbers there »nd s-lted for
consumption in thnt section, They used to be considersd a vare
loty of fish peculisr to thent lskes nnd wonderful storiss were
told about the "red trout" of Wallowa Lakes their pumberss
size and exoellenoce,

The fish wheels »t the Cascrdes are likely to considerably
lessen the number of fish renching the lakes although as the
run commences before the water has risen enouzh to set the wheels
in motions @ part of the fish prss free of mole3tation except
from the dip nets, The river is risfhng nows nnd the dippers
are ot works and a sight of them plying their hezardous trrde
over the roaring torrent will repay a visit teo the
Cascade leckse=Portland Oregonian,

w=Northwest Mag-zines June 1886



Couda
if/és

A fight to the Death, The Encounter of a Brave Indian “oy with a
Blood-Thirsty Cougar.

Last week a party of Yakima Indians were encamped on the Tietan(copy)
catching anddrying fish far their winter supplies. Ope of t hem, a lad
of 16 years, had wandered up the stream &bout & mile and a half from
the camp and was buslily engaged in woolng the trout when he heard the
snapping of a twig behind him. Startled, he looked around to have
his undefined fears take & frightful shape for there, not fifteen feet
away, was & huge cougar crouched in that gttitude that preludes the
leap,

With a presence of mind beyond his years the lad kept his eyes on those
of the immense brute, trying to evolve in his mind sane means of
escape.

He had no gun or weapon of any kind so decided the only thing
he could do was to take his chances with & rock but the minute he
took his eyes from thasese of t he cougar to piclk up the rock the cat
made & spring and was upon him, ‘hen commenced & fearful encounter.

How long it lasted 1t is impossible to say, the boy claiming
thi@mt it was an hour and a half's duration but probably his
terror over the awful situation in which he found himself made the
minutes seem of interminable length.

Twice did the boy bresk fram the clutches of the beast anmd jump
into the stream only to be dragged out and forced to go through
the struggle again.V‘orn out and terribly lacerated he spurred
himself to make one mare attempt for nis life, Again he broke
avay and dashed into the stream, this time rushing out into the deeper
water.

The cougar, thirsting for the bl od it had already tasted boldly plunged
in and grappled with the brave lad but this time he was at & dis-.

advantage.
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and relate his thrilling experience. The father of the boy and some
other Indians went to the peint designated and teok the cougar

from the water and strinped the carcass of the skin, Charley Olney,
an educated Indian, related this story to a Herald reporter the

other day, and Captain Priestley, agent of the Yakimas,

corroborated 1t so far as stating that the account was current on the
reservation and tlmat he had seen theboy, who was in a sad plight, his
breast being shockingly torn and lacerated and his left hand and
armf se badly injured as te be permanently disabled, if it was

not lost altegether, In ether ways the young hero showed evidence

of the superhuman struggled through which he had passed--Yakima
Herald, North Yakima, Washington Territory, June 20, 1889,



Ground Squirrels

Among the advantages Yakima has over other sub-divisions
of the state is that it is nractically free from the squirrel
pest for these annoving and destroving rodents can get
no substantial foothold in an irrigated country,

Over in Yarfield crunty the commissioners nraid %2,400

in bounties for squirrel scalps for %pril and theestimate

for Way is $5,000. '
Iwo cents a scalp 1is paid and thenumber turned in last month

w=s %120,000--Yakima Herald, Vay 18, 1893,



Mountain Lions

Dillie, the l2-year-cld daughter of Jghn Flock, an Asotin

farmer, narrovly escaped attack from a mountain lion,

At a sharp turn in the trail the girl came in full viw of
a large and ugly looking lion, It slowly advanced toward her,
when she called for her dog. The dog appeared upon &hé scene
and made for the lion, but kept out of reach of the animal's
sharp claws, The dog kept worrying and tormenting the beast
to at ract its attention from the child until the 1little girl
was out of harm's vay, when it, too, left for the home of its

master--Yakima Hepald, March 8, 184,



Rattlesnakes

Speaking of rattlesnakes and Cowychee's girl champion in tie war of
extermination there being waged, the report is brought in
that Albert Jaquith, a 15-year-old boy in the same valley last week
killed 75 of these dangerous reptiles in three days.
Cowychee seems to have more than her share of this animal;
and there are no applications in from other sections for a division so

far as heard from--fakima Herald, July 19 , 1894,



Wild Life

Much ha s been printed and scatterd&d broadcast for the i nfomation
of settlers des riprive of the resources..agricultural lands,mines,
forests of ceder, fir, hemlock, tamarack, white and yellow pine
etc. the lardlockrd archipeligo of Puget sound,climate, grazing lands
etc. but little has been told of the -1:1yriads of game that make
thelr haunts amid our wilds,...

While the buffalo and antelope are long since numbered as un-
mown, quantities on the Yestern slope of the Rocky mountain, lar ge
game is abundant in the forest districts emgrac .ng the true
grizzley, tie R;cky Mountain grey,the meammoth cinnamon, the black
and bald faced bear, pmma, lynx, wi ldcat, mountain lion, cougar,
wolverine, cayote, grey and b lack wolf, beaver, ermine suillael,
fisher, seal, otter, grey, bkack and red fox, grey, black ard
red squirrel, raccoon, muskrat, mar tin, mink, weasel, blue grouse,
fool hen, golden and bQ& bald eagle, snip, polver, geese, brant,
ducks, swan, trout, salmon, true rock eod, smelt, herring, hailbut
greyling, claims, oysuers etce.

Of deer there are five va ieties the large muley with ears as
large as a mule's ears, fhce and brush tale be ing black and
specimens are met with as large as an elk of 640804 400 pounds;
Another variety is the silver grey with whitish face and body,

a very trim gazelle like creature of as much grace as the
vpring bock and its antlers a perfection of symmetry. Then there are
spotted and @OE0& pure whi e deer. lhe commonwhite tail deer is
very numerous. loogse, elk and cariboo are of ten entountered,

Ire pure white mountain goat with small s harp black horns and
gyes of a deep blak lustre , fa  excelling those of the Spanish sa
sénorita abound among the c rags of t he hghest mountains,

“bout the Bpitishboumary armd fromthere north the genuine’ ibex



and reindeer are encountered in large bands

The jack raboit, quite similar to the great hare of England
Aystralia and Texes are super abundant and afedfd the molly
cotton or sage rabbit are as common as house flies,

1t may be mentioned that in the coiuntry bordering Puget ®ound
the black bear does not hibernate, hole up, in winter as he does
incolder regions byt roams at large,

Ihe hair of t s white goat, six inchesg long, is spunt and woven
by the Ird ianwomen amd knitted into blanke ts by a primitive
Process, '

M;untain sheep, commonly so called, is classified in na tural
history as the big Horn., :hey are common in portions of this
territory and their mutton is only excelled by that of the
native goat, |

The cou.nt_less millions of fur animals andwater fowl would
require & volume to describe them,

It is worth of of note in connection W th our article on
celery in another columr; that the water fow;l_ prefer the wild
celeby along the sea shores, bays andlakes of the
territory to almost any other food=-The “Washington l:armer,
“ece 25, 1894,
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game is abundant in the forest districts emgrac ng the true
grizzley, the R;ck‘y Mourntain grey,the mammoth cinnamon, the black
end bald faced bear, pmma, lynx, wildcat, mountain lion, cougar,
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and r'eindeer ars encountered in large band s

The jack robbit, quite similar tothe great hare of “ngland
Australia and Texas are super abundant and aP8dé the molly
cotton or sage rabblt are as common as house flies,

1t may be mentioned that in the co ntry bordering Puget ound
the black bear doss not hibernate, hole up, in winter as he does
incolder reglons bpt roams at large.

The hair of t ke white goat, six inches long, is spunt and woven
by the Ird ianwomen ard knitted into blankets by a primitive
process,

: M;untain sheep, commonly so called, is classified in natiral
history as the Big Hopn, ‘hey are common in portions of this
territory and their mutton is only excelled by that of the
native goate. ;

The countless millions of fur animals endwter fowl would
require a volume to. des ribe them,

It 18 worth off of note irn connection with our article on
celery in another column that the water fowl prefer the W.'L.ld
celeby along the sea sho-es, bays sndlakes of the
torritory to almost any other foodm-The “Washington J';armer,
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Rabbits

? new industry is promised for Yakima and while it is yet in its
infaney, if it developes acco ' ing to expectations of its promoters iw
may become a very important one in the valley.

Thenew industry is that of breeding and growing the Pelgian or

fnglish hare for market.

“lready there are quite a numver of these innocent 1 oking little
createres in the wvalley and the number is increasing. Dre. Gordon
has a herd of 13 and Sydney licble and H.J. S,ively each are the owners
of a ;pair. Cut at Aptemesia J. Peck,who by the way was the first
to inboduce the little animal to Yakima, i1s the owner of quite a
number as is also W,T, Clark, his neighbar ¢----The Yakima Democrat,

March 17, 1900,



Jackrabbits

A new delicacy is soon to be introduced into the Northwest markets,
It is In the shaps of canned jackrabbits.

Not the product of the docils Belginn hare, whose advent into this
section sta rted a get-rich-quick fever, but the gamey Jacks who cav-
ort through the sage brush ami alfalfa fields o the inlard
empire, #n Echo, Oregon man is promoting a cannery that is expected
to m terialized within 30 days and has figured out im ense profits in
the enterprise.

An enterprising genius has i perfected a device Bar catching
your rabbit and there 1s sald tobe no lack of raw material
for a big business, the prauct is asserted by a correspondent to
taste like canned chicken but a re dy market is figured on at 30
cents a pound,

the new industry will prove & double header in that, while
big profits are in sight, 1t will also rid the farmers of &
troublesome pest--West Coast Trade, Yebruary, 1903



Uoyotes

fhe big coyote round up which is to take place below
“1l1lah ﬁaturday December 16 premises to be & very exciting affair,
The round up willhbe goneral a nd free for all, especially for t hose
having trainsd hounds,

Ther: w 11 be ne lack of quarry. ‘he coyotes areunusually
Dumerous this year. It is reparted that one Indian alone living
on the reservation has killed more than 400 coyotes in ti® last two
months, colleocting a bounty of $2 on each,

The committe in clarge of the round up 1is receiving communications
from all over the county asking that the writers names be
recorded for a place in the ringe. It 13 intended that forthe f irst .
day 8 drive the peopls fram Ora ger will follow down the river and
&long the mountains. Lhe o“tl 'k cont ingent will

cross”nipes mountain in a sout heasterly direction while the
Sunnyside boys will £i11 tie rig east and south.@0€A6eThose from
Belma am Mabton will drive nowrhwest following up the
river until the circle is caupleted when the game will be
rounded up, some where about section 9 or 16 in range 9,

The following are committeemen: James Henderson, Suanyside;
Dean and “oods, Granger, R.J, Beckett, Mabton; Martin Jackson,
lgbton; R.F. D. .3 Clarence ° aylor, Outlook; “Q0 Adelbert van Viinkle,
Riverside, *he Yakima ﬂex-ald Dec. 6, 1905,



Mpouncaln i,1ons

Seme unknown animal is commi ting depredations upon tle
cattle on the Nyle amd a range on the Mattlesnake,
Frequently cattle are attacked and mengled, always in the r egiono
of the right flank. ® number have been fatally injured. Many
have the ir talls bitten of fo It 18 the belief of some
that the work is don e by mountain lions,
lhe attackshave been of fr.quent occurence since last fall
and are becaning more and more frequent. Mp., Able is making

strenuous effort to discover the animal mnuradars--‘l'he

Yekima He:ald, April 18, 1906,



Construction work on the north bank railroad now buidding through
Hover was suddenly stepped Sunday "hile one of the bigsteam
shovels at work on the grade in one of the rock cuts rorth o
the village was throwig dirt tot he dumpers, the dipper picked up a
whole nest of rattlesnake:, ‘he snakes wriggled to the top of t he

earth as the shovel moved and se eral fell on the men beneath the
mach ine,

Two ran down the mrane past Cranesman Carlson who ha tily Jumped to
the ground to be brought face to face with a rattler coiled ready for
the fatal strike,

The engineer of the shovel, not umderstanding the cammotion among
the men moved the levers and the bucket dumped a couple of yards
of earth and scveral reptile into the car adjoining
the donkey engine run by ngineer Warren of ®pokane,

One large snake and & small one in their efforts to escape fell
into the cab of the locmmotive and the engineer went out through the
front of his cab #nto the running bard. Brakeman employed on the train
killed the snakes and work was resumed. later in the day while Engineer
hi!.gg;in:a was olling the steam machinery he found an unusually large
rattler colled ebart the tool chest of the machine,

This snake had eleven rattles and a button-The Yakima Herald, July
25, 1906/



Unconcerned and without fear» a mountain lion trotted along
Narth Sixth street ‘riday morning. fhe animel was seen by Mr.
and Mrs. W,L. Dgvis at 5:30 o'clock as it pacsed their i sidence. It
jusgéd an irrigation ditch and then took to the st reet. Itwent up
north sixth strebt toward the hills.
Zhis is the first lion seen here for some time within the city limits
4 ghort while ago occasionally one was seen near the river at the
end of ®ixth street but very seldom had they enterca the resldence
districte.
There are usually no lions inthe hills near the city emd a man
who has done considerable hunting s tated that it would la ve t.o come &
at least 30 miles,
& poy was attacked by & mountain lion a bout a year ago near the
Cascade mills,
4 pumber of old-timers tell of mountain lions being
gseen close to the city at various time- and do not consider
the incident greatly out of the ordinary--lhe Yakima Herald,
4pril 10, 1907.



