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Remembenng Yakima By Those Who Were There
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Each week the YAKIMA VALLEY SUN presents a feature about a Yakima plonear.

Nona Anderson Was in the Vanguard of Local Volunteers

By Patricia Brown
Forty years of volunteer work put Nona
Alldlrsall in the vanguard of senior citizens’

Anderson joined Agenda Club shortly after
moving to the Yakima Valley in 1935, and it was
that took the local lead in out to

Agenda
include senior citizens within the sphere of communi
activities. The idea for such a club was inch

among for community service projects
from the Federation of Women's Clubs, and it struck
home with several Agenda members who knew older
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The club project, Golden Age, opened its doors
on Bq:lmbn 19, 1951, in the social room of St.
Michacl's (13 ch at the comer of East
\’l.Hmalnle"-'huanllﬁ

The result was amazing. 'llwunumphhndnl
sthing,” recalled los Agenda mem|

;! they. began 1o

jladies who attended this and other Golden Age
gatherings told of “sitting In their (wo-by-four
‘apartments all day and looking out the window.'*

When they left St. Michael's that afternoon,
these same women headed downtown to buy their own
sets of the standard parlor games that life had
somehow left out of their experience until Golden Age
filled in the gaps. Before the club, they had known
ncither dominoes nor. the social mechanisms for
mecting people.

Nona Anderson spent hours working with and
for Golden Agers, Twq decades before the need for
senior programs emerged s a national priority in the
arena of social services, Anderson and other Agenda
members shared their tme with Yakima's elderly
population.

Years following found Nona Anderson serving
as secretary for the firy meeting of Yakima's chapter
of the American of Retired People and

the town opened its first
he old Harrison house at the
molmwmunmmuum

scnior center as she was of planning dances and
:lmmnln. tours for the center's honored guests.

‘When Yakima's new Senior dl{zmn Center
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wpcned its doors on Scptember 21, 1973, Nona
Anderson continued her work there ns long as her

health. pmm
qunin; «club work on through to
m:mbeﬂhip on the Yakima County Council on Agin;

“but I had worked with
them I'or 50 long that I felt like I was one of them.""
lona Anderson now resides in Yakima Convale-
scent. Mumr.




