Wov. 3,1988
Mrs., LauraD, Wllck,
14547 Diokens 8troet,
Sherman Qaks, “alif.

Dear wrs. Wilek:
=3 collaborator and I tave encountered an early problem
on the "Civil War" msterial I have mentioned.

Of course I am presuming that somethlng of 8 ch magnitude will have
interest to you. And while we do not wish to "put you on any spots"
I belisve 1t would help get us o« f to & goodstart,

The problem is: To whet extent should we use names of actual
Individualé in th 8 novel, The na=és would involve such persons s
Grent, Sheridm , Archer, Garnett, ! ickett, Johnson and half a dozen
gnd -qre men who were trained in the Ngrthwasb helped build or ocommanded
suoh forts as Port Simecos n the Yakim Valley, Yort Vancouver, Fors
Dalles, Fort Walla vallam, Yort Ya=hill, ort Yolville. :

I believe we should use thelr na-es ut in dealing with their
"agssociates  should use fictional nemes: IR: The sweetheasrt of Archer,
the two prinecipasls in the plot., (He never married end there are no
descendants of the fawily that we have bren able to contact in aome
two yeers)

Perhaps we should use "£iction® nares for Apgher and h's sweethesrt
and other charscters, and lesve in na es of othar notables.

The sstting of the nowel would hex in in XB47 (The war With ”exioo)
and centipue throush until 1868 or 1870)

“rolonge: reseerch that has continued for yaavs has unearthad
8 weslith of. s06d sourc¢e material that has never bsea towoched upon,
The sction weuld origingte in aryland and New Yexlz, swing into ~exico,
hack to the west cosst and Yorthwest and then baoik to "aryland and
the scuthh, Tt hds terrifis possibilities. The plot would be solid, fron
start to finish. . :

I¢ {8 pcoraible the collaborator would, in connectionwith speoilal
studies, spend so=me tive for atmoapher*c“ observatlions and studles
in Heryland., I would do the m!litery sspects or at lesst make .my
resesrch ,incliding =much miorefils, areilable to her. Put as you know,
while tnese characters hae been living Iin cur =minds for some time,
if they are to be the kind of real and genuine ones necessary for a
good work, we want to st rt thinking of them NOW as certain people by
gertain naves wlth certein beck grounda and surrounded by certain
gituations,



[Downtown box; 736]

February 8,1959
Laura n, Wilck,Literary Agecyr,
14647 Dickens Streect,
" Shorman Oaks, Ualif. ’
Dear Mrs, Elliott:
Just to keen you informed of prorress.
You will-recall that last December 1 estiinted and rave you a nrobable
delivery dnte for the ccllege 1ife (with 1ibido) of February 15,

I am pieased to info*m‘you that you may expect the wmanuscript ither
lato this -eckk or oarly next week depending upon the time required to
tyre thie last two chapters and retype QbOHt 15 papes to make corrections

neatly.

The collaborator slowed u; soewhat due to an ove cvst (just below
the eve) ...whlich is the darndest thiw"brcauso In t e origingl mscnt,
Ter: Ann had an inflamed and sore eye that made her studying toughees
but I believe it is slons as far as we can bring ite It's a rather
simple story, quite a. chionpe of nace from The Lonely Rosd. And prrhanﬁa
worth considerntion for a -anerback lf.it doesnit gain much interest .
elsewhore, ‘

However it has the 20891bility of a d rn swell t' eme song in the

pinning ceremony,where the sorority girls stand iq.a circle and »nass
a lirhted candle 'and the one who has becn n'nned blows out the candle
when 1% roaches her,

I've also put in a lot of work on The Ionely foade It has a good

plot, or at leust more sound than the collepe | ife deal.



Managing Editor, : Nov. 14,1959
onarch Books, Incs,

capitsl Bullding, Perby, Yonn.

Doar Sir:

Two things cam® to mind tonight after resding Jailbalt Stre et

1-(Don't'th’nk 1@ presumptions, since I'm a city editor end have
my daily round with typos)

1 noted two in Jallbait. You've probaly caught the .. Oue 1s
p. 76, 9th graph, ro for got. The second is p. 89, 4th -graph, he for
the,. |

Tre second is I've just written an agenf (Laura %Wilck) who 1 do not
¥now perso ally but who has had one of my manuscripts. After seeing
gecond draft she had publisher and movie producars wantiﬁg a good look.
bbhe's had it four months and I've hesrd only once, and then about another
manuscript on which I was working,

TYie mannscriﬂt,AGS,OOO, is a collsege life deal, “orority Row. Vie
fHurley my ftlend here who has sold 250,000 Tre Parthian to Fleet 1'kes
it, It's the story of girls wasting their time in college imugkxr husb nd
hurtiag etc. 18t ad of gottinz an education'aﬁd deals with a subject
and trend constantly moving Into prominence, like Atlant;c's current

Sex and the C-llege Girl, I don't know who Laura “ilck has contacted
or the reaction, but if something lilke thut appoals to you, serioualy,

1 cen retrieve it or you csn write to her at Shermen Oaks, Calif,,
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