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The history of the State of Washington is filled with episodes of keen

e

interest, a weelth of drama, and wide variety in the story of this great State of
ours, It dates back to the early exploring Spaniards that ranged our Coast, charting
and landing to take possession of the territory, in formal ceremony in the name of
the King of Spain, as early as 1542, In 1778 Captain James Cook ventured in these
parts searching for the Northwest Passage, Then followed the Fur Traders who came by
sea, men like Robert Gray whose explorstion of the mouth of the Columbia River was the
foundation of the United States cleim of this region, Ceorge Vancouver, the British
Naval Captain and great geographer, surveyed our inland waters meticulously in 1792,
In 1805~6 the Lewis and Clark expecdition followed  the course of the Snake and
Columbia Rivers and led the overland movement, They, in turn, were followed by the
great Fur Companies; the Actorians, the Northwest Fur Company, the Hudson Bay Company;
Americans, Scots, and French Canadians establishing forts and trading posts in the
remote wilds of an undeveloped country, After the Fur Traders came the Missionaries;
the emigrants and settlers in a swelling stream; the Indian wars; the Territory of
Washington and, finally, - - Statehood,

It is a rich, fine, colorful history, this history of ours, a history that is
well worth remembering and preserving, Throughout the State these historical sites
are indelibly linked together,

One of the most importent periods in the history of the State in acquisition
and preservation of historical sites has been the years of 1949 and 1950,

Following the recommendations as set forth in the Washington Planning Council
survey that was completed and published in 1941 and also at the insistence of lir,
Aubrey L, White, civic leader and beloved citizen of the City of Spokane, {50,000
was placed in the 1949 biennial budget of the Stote Parks and Recrestion Commission
as e starter in a long-range historical preservation program,

After the Legislature endorsed and earmarked these funds the Commission
appointed fifteen members of the State's most eminent Historians, Anthropologists and
frchaeologists to serve as a Board of Research experts to recommend the expenditure
of these funds, The Advisory Board members are:

‘rof, . T, Becher, Chr,{\ Historian, John Rogers High School, Spokane

Dr, Keith Murrey, Vice C §§> listorian, fcstern Woshington College of Educstion,
Bellingham

Mes, Florence D, Reed, Secretary Director, Eastern Washington Historical Society,
Spokane X

Mrs, liary W, Avery Historian, Vashington State College, Pullman
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Prof. C. Frank Brockman Author and Naturalist, College of Forestry,
University of W. shington, Seattle

Prof, George F, Bqck Geologist and Historian, Central llashington
College of Education, Ellensburg

Judge William C, Brown Historian, Okanogan, Washington

The Rev, Fcther Vm, Bischoff, S,J, Historian, Gonzaga University, Spokane

Dr, Robert Comegys Historian, Whitman College, Walla Walla

Prof, Albert Culverwell Historian, Whitworth College, Spokane

Mr, Chapin D, Foster Director, llashington State Historical Society,
Tacoma

Dr, Erna Gunther Anthropologist and Author, University of l/ashingto:
Seattle

Nevman Deulseh

Mr. AtFamrHoSmith Anthropologist, lashington State College, Pullman

Mr, Welter J. Purdin Representing Pioneers Society, Yakima

Mr, George Umbaugh Representing Pioneers Society, Kelse

After the bosic policy had been evolved by this Advisory Board, study to
determine priority of sites was undertaken by them, Eight meetings of this Advisory
Board have been held in various parts of the State. During these two years of study,
countless days of research have been made and this research has guided the State Park
and Recreation Commission in the expenditure of this $50,000,

The number of projects that have come up for considerstion has been staggering
but after their merit was weighed and discussed a group of the most important sites
have been selected and passed upon by both the Advisory Board and the State Parks
and Recreation Commission,

SITES ON WiICH DEVELO'1ENTS HAVE BEEN lADE
Nos 1 OLD MAN HOUSE -~ Kitsap County near Agate Pass Bridge.

0ld Man House, on a lovely Kitsap County beach from which the lights

of Scattle may be viewed in the evening, is believed to have been the

largest Indian dwelling on Puget Sound, This building is said by some

to have been 900 feet long and to have typified the nature of the original

Indian culture 1in this region, Since its construction many years ago,

there has been much conjecture as to its size and actual location, It

was the traditional residence of Chief Sealth (for whom Seattle was

nemed), Its unequalled history mekes it an ideal site for the display

of early Indian culture of this region, The State Parks and Recreation

Commission purchased three waterfront lots which include a portion of the

original house site, It secured additional footage of waterfront by

obtaining title to an adjoining country road right-of-way, It authorized
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preliminary Archaeological excavation for determinotion of the exact
location, extent and character of the old Indian dwelling as well as the
search for artifacts., This work was done under the supervision of the
Department of Anthropology of the University of Washington, The plan

for future development is an interpretive exhibit explaining the signifi=-
cance of Old Man House and related subjects to the public, Parking space,
trail to house site, end an interpretive marker are all now included in
this development,

FORT COLUMBIA - Pacific County near mouth of Columbia River,

This was one of three military establishments built during the Spanish
American Wer, and 240 acres of virgin’forests with numerous buildings, gun
emplacements, and similar facilities were turned over to the State Parks
and Recreation Commission by the Federal government for an Historical Stete
Park, Since it was no longer used for militery purposes no cost was involved
in the acquisition, Its location on the Columbia River is across from
Astoria, Oregon, approxinately 100 miles west of Vancouver, Fort Vancouver
was the site of the Hudson Bay headquarters in the western part of the
State, and was known as the "eapitol" of the Noxthwest for many years,

Fort Columbia was the site of an old Indian village where Lewis and

Clerk stayed for a time, It was also on this bluff where Chief Comcomly
lived for many years and his crew of red men guided the fur traders over
the treacherous ber of the Columbia River, In setting up the plan thet
was recommended to the State Parks and R.creation Commission by the
National Park Service when it was given to the State as an Historical

site it is necessary for the Commission to meke an interpretive museum

out of one of the Fort buildings, The Doughters of the American
Rovolution are emberking upon a program of refurnishing the Commanding

Officer's home reminiscent of early days., This, also, will be open to

the public as a museum building, The Fort itself will be preserved by the

State Parks and Recrection Commission for posterity, An imposing morker will
be placed on the highway st the entrance of the l'1or1:.

INDIAN PAINTED ROCK = Yakima County on Highway 410 neer Yakima,

These pictogrephs are the oldest markings found in the State of Washington,
Their meaning is obscure, They are typicel of similar peintings found

in numerous places in eastern Vizshington, Idaho, Oregon, and British

Columbia, In adcdition to their inherent interest as work of former
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inhabitants of this area they are very occessible to the highway, Upon

the recommendation of the Advisory Board, Archaeological excavetion was
made by the Anthropology Department of the University of Washington,

They removed accumuleted earth from the cliff's face, upon which these
paintings are found, in the process of which additional figures were
discovered, The paintings were then sprayed with a preservative to prevent
fading. A trail was constructed from the highway to the ¢liff, and
directional signs on the highway, as well as an explenatory sign at the
paintings, is the program for development,

IIDIAN PAINTED ROCK - Little Spokene River above the confluence with
the Spoksne River,

A gift of a parcel of land surrounding these ancient pictographs wes
made by Profezsor and lirs, Ilenry M, IHart, Upon rccommendction of the
Advisory Board a protective grill was placed in front of these ancient
and beautiful peintings. A parking area wes provided on the highway e¢nd
a troil from the highway to the rocks wes built, The trail itself was
fenced from the adjoining field, end a desecriptive sign placed in the
immediate vicinity,

FORT OKANOGAN = At the confluence of the Okanogen end Columbia Rivers,
near Brewster, Washington,

Here, on land owned by the Washington Historical Society, are found

the sites of two early fur treding posts. One on the left bank of the
Okanogen River was built in 1811 by Lctor'!s Pacific Fur Compeny, an
American fur company, and is said to be the first site where the American
flag was flown in vhet is now the State of Vishington., 1hen Astor's
partner found it necesscry to sell Astoria to the British in 1813 this
posat was included in the deal, end hence the site was taken over by the
Northwest Company and operoted by it until 1816 vhen a newer establishment
was developed cbout one mile distant., This newer post changed its name
to the Hudson Bey Compeny shortly efter 1821 vhen the two Companies
combined and the Hudson Bay Company operacted it until 1860, Nothing of
the originel Fort or Stockaede remains althouzh there is some evidence of
habitation at the originel American post in the way of cellar and ramps
raided from the boat lendings et the water's edze. The Commission is

at present in the process of meking an accurate survey of the areas and
placing flagpoles and other explanatory markers designed to explein the

significence of both of these historical trading posts,



Page 5

Nos 6

No. 7

JACKSON HOUSE - Lewis County on Highway 99,

This is one of the most historical buildings standing in the State of
Washington; it was built in 1845 by John R, Jackson, As it stands today
it is a portion of the original structure that was the first home
constructed north of the Columbia River, In it were entertained many
notables of the early days and the original meeting concerning the
formation of T'ashington territory was held there. The Advisory Board
recommendation has included funds to rehabilitate the existing building,
erasing vandelism of the pest yeers, and meking the interior presentable
so the public may be invited to enter this early doy cébin home,

Future needs given consideration by the Board is the reconstruction of
additional rooms as it appeared in its heyday as a momento of early
pioneer homes of western Vashington,

SAINT PAUL'S MISSION - Stevens County near Colville on the shores of
Roosevelt Lake, overlooking the site of Ksttle Fslls, now inundated,

This was the second Jesuit liission erected in the area now included

in the State of Vashington and was used until 1869, However, the
original structure was rebuilt in 1938 and is an exact replica of the orie
ginal building including the use of wooden pegs; neither nails nor iron
were used in the original construction, Because of its inimitable
location from the standpoint of scenery, to say nothing of its historical
significance, it has long been the envy of public spirited citizens

of northeastern Washington and its acquisition by the State Parks and
Recrcation Commission by recommendation of the Advisory Board in
cooperﬁtion with the Catholic dlocesc was a prime piece of goed fortune,
On the grounds of the !iission now stends a monument which formerly
stood at the site of Fort Colville, one of the early fur trading

posts, The Fort site is now under the waters of Roosevelt Lake below
the Mission, The Kettle Fclls region hod been onc of the main sources
of food for the Indiens for ages, They gathered there for salmon runs,
hence this historical site is a happy combination of an ancient

Indian campground, a fur trading posty, and an early Mission, The
Advisory Board's recommendation will be further carried out by placing
windows and doors in this now boarded-up structure and preserving it

for posterity, A highway marker will be placed near the church giving
the interpretive history of this Mission,



No, 8 STEPTOE BATTLEFIELD - Near the Spokane-Pullman Highway, adjoining
the city limits of the town of Rosalia,

It was here thet the Sookane, Coeur d'Alcne, and Polouse Indiens
engaged the American troops under the command of Captain E, J, Steptoe
in 1858 and forced them to flee in secret at night with the remnants
of the force, This dramatic defeat prompted the United State Army to
send Colonel George Vright Qith a larger and better equipped force,
which in turn resulted in complete subjection of the tribes involved,
Because of the prominent Butte some thirty miles to the south which
was later called Steptoe Butte a great deal of confusion has developed
in the minds of the public, leading many to think that the battle
occurred on Steptoe Butte, The Daughters of the Amcrican Revolution
erected one of the finest monuments commemorating this battlefield
many years ago, This property, consisting of several acres, has been
deeded to the State Parks and Recreatioh Commission by the D.A.R.,

and the road leading to the site has been resurfaced, the grounds adjacent
to the monument will be secded, adequate parking areas provided and
highway markers sufficicntly explanatory will be erected ot both
entrances of the town of Rosalia,

No, 9 OLD SPOKANE IIQUSE - Spokane County at the conflucnce of the Spokane
and Little Spokene Rivers,

This was the site of the first British and American busincss establishe
ment in Vashington or Ore:on. The British Northwest Compony built a
Post there in 1810 and two years later Astor's Pacific Fur Compeny
built a rival establishment nearby, 4s in the case of Fort Okanogen,
the American Post was turned over to the British Northwest Company
as part of the deel included in the istoria sale, The Northwest
Company opcrated this until its merger with the Hudson Bay Company at
which time the latter abandoned the fort and the post was moved to
Kettle Falls some ninety miles to the north in 1825, Its Stockade
and builcings disappcarcd ond the exact location of the two Stockades
has long been a matter of conjecturc, This sitc was also an Indian
campground long before the coming of the white man, Only a portion
of this historical site is in the Riverside State Park area, On the
portion owmed by the State there is an Indien barn built of logs and
1.00 wooden pegs, perheps the oldest building standing in eastcrn Washington,
This year the State Perks and Recrecotion Commission, on the recommcndation

of the Advisory Board, authorized to finance archacological excavation



Page 7

No, 10

No, 11

for the purpose of the possible dotcrmination of the site of the

fur trading nost, Experts of the Hational Park Service were

employed ond it is significant of their coxpert training within

the coursc of one month's time they had completcly uncovered onc of the
large origincl Stockadss, presumably Old Spokene llousc, The 148=ycor
old Stockade uncovered showcd a building of 132 feot by 123; many
important artifacts were token from the arca and arc now houscd in

the castorn 'oshington Historical Soeiecty museum building in Spokanc,

In the long=-renge plen to develop this site there will be the re-routing
of the roed, a lerge deseriptive sign, additional Archocologicel
excavetions, interprctive muscum, and o hope of the acquisition of
additional nceccssery lend,

GOLDLNDALE BLDCKHOUSE - Kittites Highway lo, 97, ncer Goldendale,

This Blockhouse originelly built in 1856 on the trail from Fort Dallas
(Orcgon Torritory) to Fort Simecoe (Vashington Territory), has been
moved scverel tiics as its verious sites worc needed for other purposcs,
/% the rccommondotion of the Advisory Board the Statc Parks ané
Recrcation Commission in coopcration with civie lcaders of Goldendels
dismhntled ﬁhc structurc and removed the logs to what will be its
permancnt home et the ontrance of Brooks! liemorial Statc Perk on

Satus Pass some fiftcen nmilcs north of Goldendale, The building will
be robuilt in its orizinal statc and an cxplanatory sign crccted pointing
to the significencc of the building,

GINKGO ST.IE I'/RK -~ Highway ilo, 10 ncar Ventagc on the Columbia River,
Owing to thc prchistoric naturc of this largest petrificd forcst in

the world, the idvisory 3oord hos tckon kcen intercst ih the dcvelop-
ment and prescrvotion of this arca that includcs some 300 spccics of
potrificd wood, 23 of vhich arc prchistoric, On thc rccommendation of
the Advisory Boord a wing on the prescnt muscum overlooking the Columbia
River on the bluff will be startcd the carly port of this ycar, Iloncy
has been apprepricted for cxeavating logs and bringing them down into
the arca where they arc casily accossible to the public, It is also
the rccommendetion thot additional spceimens be polished, and
interprective display of the original arca placcd in the ncw wing

by thc Archacologists and Geologists of our Statc Universitics and
Collcges, A largc cxplanatory sipn has olso boen ordcrcd for the

cntrance to this park,
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COLOMEL WILLIAIN HENSCON WALLACE'S GRAVE - Picrce County in Steilacoom
Comctery,

Coloncl Vallacc was the first Commandor of Fort Stoilocoom, first
American militery cstablishment in western Woshington; thc third
Territorial Governor of Washington; and the first Governor of the Stite
of Idaho, It was recommended by the Advisory Board that a proper
morking be placed at Coloncl Wallace's grave and on the highway
entronce to the cometery,

GRAVE OF RANALD MACDONALD = On the Kettle River ncar the town of Toreda,
north of Republic,

In this picturcsque small country comctory lics bﬁried one of
Washington's most romantic citizons, the only son of Archibald
MueDonald, Hudson Bay furricr, who married Miss Spokanc, becautiful
daughter of Chicf Comcomly, the fomous Chicf of the Chinooks, At en
oerly ege ho was sont cast to be cducated, and as a young man he ran
avay to sca and bocamc embreiled in an unbelievable venture including
a planncd shipwrcck on the shores of Japan boforc Jenen was opencd to
the whitc man and it was compulscry to put white intruders to death,
Hc staycd there for scven ycars and bceeome the {irst tcacher of
English to the Japancse and endcorcd himsclf to the poople there,
flistory rovcals thot becausc of his work Admiral P.rry's expedition
into Japan was successful, In leter years he returned to Fort Colville
where his father had becen a chicf factor and played such an important
part in the carly history of fur traders. The State Parks and
Recrcetion Commission, on the recommendation of the Advisory Board,
will place a small appropriate marker at the grave of this distinguished
pcrsonage as soon as the local communitics come into possession of the
unmarked grave where hec is now buried,
MARKERS
The marking of thec above sites, as well as several additional arcas that
are not mentioned, will be donc by the State Parks and Rcereation Commission
furnishing the money for ﬁhese morkers, and the Stote Highway liarker Comme
ission installing the markers, The list of number onc historical sites in
the State is lorge and it is hoped that future appropriations by the
Legislature will continue this important work,

Ruth E, Pceler, Vice Chairman

State Parks and Reocrecation Commission
Chairmgn, Historicel Sub-Committee



