Bast Hollywool, January, 26, 1910

(/, -=From notes by He Co Bailey
back i

In 1 8 point of . viewl6ver my 1ife, the changes along
all the lines, I think I will have pleasure in writing some of these changes.
I also hope to give from my experience and observations some hints and sug-
gestions that may be in some way helpful to my descentants in whose estima-
tion I feel I stand high.

In taking up this subject I am at & loss how to begin and how to prodeed.
I will Jot down such thoughts as they suggest themselves and in the manner
suggested without any attempt at system or order.

The main end of the work to be attained as planned out in my mind is to
give our desendants as perfect an insight of our hopes, aspirations and ex=-
pectations of our descendants what we believed and what we expected.

In our hearts we always believed ours were above the ordinary. Believing
this there was no sacrifice we were not willimg to make to forward their
interest. To fit them for:rpositions in society we felt assured we never could
try with gold had we so desired. To us it looked out of place to build fine
marble ina common stone wall. Hence we determined to gin polish enough to
reveal the true grain of the material.

In writing along this line, I use the pronoun we to induce two. If
ever two souls struggked toward one common point disregarding all else al=-
lowing nothing po intervene or for a moment from that point toward which =all

energies
the pent uP’Ff two souls were striging.

What a single individual can accompolish when the whole life and energies
of soul are concentra&éd on that one object who can tell. When two are equal~
ly determined and united,so much the greater results may be expected.

The final outcome of our efforts is still largely in the future. While
the present is not all that could be desiredy,I feel there is nothing to be

ashamed of. One thing we never forget and that was that we were once children
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In dealing with my boys I always remembered what I felt when I was a boy.

The average boy is much like a Kentucky bean vine. If watched and train-
ed aught, if will grow into a thing of beauty and utility. But if left to
itself is likely to get into a tangled mass and destroy both beauty gnd
utility.

It is little trouble to direct the tender'shoots aught before it goes
wrong, but a hard and delicate job to get it back on the right track and it
is never so perfect., It was always a real pleasure to me to watch my sons
every day and to keep them on the right track.

So itiseemsto me all parents should find the richest joys of life in
watching the opening development of character in their children, ever watch-
ful to turn the tender shoot aught if imc.lined to go wrong. But it is the
law of our nature that all that is good, noble or great must be obtained by
aac;ifice. Duty and inclination will often come in conflict. Duty is adbways
the safest. Like the little book spoken of in the Bible, It may be bitter
in the mouth, but it will be sweet in the belly. Our family has always been
to me a source of pride, comfort and pleasuré. It has been unique along
many lines,

First and prized most was the good fellowship of all, one to another.
The bond of unselfish love that seemed to act as a charm, bringing all. the
members to a common center with the parents as the laadstone attracting all,
The unselfish emulation of who should do the most to help or shield the
others. The ability to entertain and be entertéined by each other,outride
independent of outside influences (an advantage enjoyed by very few families).
Though friction sometimes arose, it was but as the spring shower that left
the atmosphere all the brighter and sweeter.

So ddep rcoted and grounddd are those family ties that even the marriage
of all but two and the new issues that of necessity must follow inniciating
new members, so far no serious friction has followed.

But the same unflattering and unselfish love seems to flourish strong
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and vigorous as of old. Let one squeal anfi all would rush to the rescwe .

Such is the estimate I feel justified in putting on our family. And
if I am deceived, I sincerely hope I may never be undeceived. I hope to die
in the full faith of all I have written. I Xnow of no language to express
my admiration of a large7loving, harmonious family of boys and girls where
harmony, love and courtesy prevails. Where there is emulation without strife;
where all warts to give the most and receive the least.

The sceptic may say such homes are a myth, but I have seen many that
met all the reguirements of such a home; and have yet to see a bad man or
bad woman come out of such a home, -

These facts should incite all parents to strive to make their homes
attractive, whether rich or poor. Of the very rich or poor,

I know but little but by observation. But my medicine great wealth
is not prolific in producing such homes. Neither are they excluded by
noverty. Some of the best contented and happiest homes, I ever saw were
among the moderately poor. The self sacrifice often made in such homes by
different members often reach the heroic and often approaches the sublime.

In order to create and maintain such a home there are great udderlying
principles that must be rigidly maintained and enforced. There is where
individuél liberty has its truth which is the foundati on of our government
and the fundémental hope of its perpetuity. I have studied closdand long
the individuality and personality of you all and find but little similarity
between any two of you, yet harmony prevails.

I attribute it largely to the spitit of according to all what each o
claimed for themselves.

I have always to the best of my ability tried to impress this idea and
feel satisfield with the result. All children have rights that shculd be as
sacredly observed and maintained as those of the elders, and I believe fell
and risen quite as quick. To injure their rights has a depressing and dis-~

courages aspirations to try to do better. It is no use the child it
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is all the same and the result is the child fellows its own inclination to
resent and go wrong. .

A few words of praise and encouragement given at the right time and in
the right spirit is worth more than volumes of scolding and instrmetion.

I was always first, last and all the time for children's rights.

T will now take up the subject I -have had in my mind and that caused
the writing of these the last suggestions for tke future of our family,

While I live there will be a kind of common center teoward which you
will all naturally gravitate., But in the course of nature will soon go and
then the last common tie will be gone. ‘

¥hat I most desire and hope in a meamure to help is that the same
feeling and fellowship may go one not only to the end of your lives but that
you will as far as you can, inculcate the same feeling in your children even
to the third generation,

One proposition Ma and I never disagreed on and that was that all elgse
must yield to what would forward your interest.

I never felt I got a fair daal out of this world but had to fight against
more than ordinary hard conditions. I have always believed that in our family
there was more than the ordinary worth and ta(ient had conditions been favor-
able for its developments I am still of that faith and have strong hopes
that in the second generation to a degree, my expectation may be realized.

Not along financial lines, though they are alright if not abused, but along
nobler and grapder lines.

There are greatand vital issues and political to he settled in
the near future; issuee that may try men's souls.

- Either the good or the bad must prevail to an entirety in the near
future. ‘I hope one and all of you will t& e pains to impress right amd 1
patriotic principles on your childrenknd'iﬁ is never too soon to begin if

opportunity offers. Also to'impreas on them they all belong to one family



- muy

Bailey 5.

atock and are of the same flesh and blood and should have a common pride in
the whole and as far as possible keep in touch with each other., So if they
meet in any land or country, they may know from whence they came.

It seems to me it should be a work of love, both pleasant and profit-
able to all and if any member gets a kenning wrong, don't drive such a one
off, but use all kind means fo win them back to the fields I know it may
e a little hard but it is the best way. The pride and boast of my heart
is our grand children. And I love to contemplate the future I can nevef S€e.

But I venture the prediction that out of our band will arise men and
women to fill useful and important ﬁcsitions in life along many lines. There
is no position in life that can not be filled with credit and honor and made
alike useful to all who comes within the circle of such a life.

Some 1iwes shed sunshine where ever they goj strive for such and though
full success may not come, no harm can and some good may be expected.

One other suggestion and I am done. Teach your children to ever remem-
ber they are free born American citizens and are justly entitled to all the
privileges that confers. .

Love of countdy is next to love of God and family.

1 feel like apologizing for the rough way this is written, but it is the
vest I could do. I hope it is plain enough to enable you to get the meaning
and you can afford to pass over the imperfections. Sufely it is not intended
as an artistic production, but simply a labour of love and I feel well as-
sured I will be reqeived in the same spirit it is offered.

And if the doctrine of guardian angels is true, I anticipate much joy
in watching all your developments for good to yourselves and to the glory
of our great creator in the end.

H He Co B&ileYo





