The biggest thing that heppened in the Walla VWella District during 1951

vas the award of a $5%,416,459.50 eentract for construction of the remaining

portions of MclMary Lock and Dem, Bids for this job were opened on Aipril 12,

There were two offerers. Guy 7. Atkinson Company and Ostrander and Jones, kmown

i o A
as $he lNelary Dam Contragtors, bid ihe sbove sum snd subsequently were awarded

the .contrack. The second bidder wasg Columbiz Constructors, Boise, and _§he .o(fer
vas 861, 972,032.00. This tog, was a joint veanture, and there were 11 venturers,
The list locked like a Whot!s Who in the construction business,

$he so-called completion contract consists of subgstructure for 12 maip unitse
=nd supersiructure for all 1k wnits of the 920,000 kw powerhouse; §% spillvay
bays and .ogee seetions for 13 alresdy completed spillway bays, which last were
constructed as part of the first .main step cofferdem contraet, There will be
also a none-overflow section; fishway and fishway collection sygtm; a2 temporary
fish ladder; a pertion of sbutments; upstream sill of navigation lock; railroad
spurs _and access roads; and miscellaneous appurtenances.

The above contract has been referred $o as the largest of its kind in the

Uni ted Statel_. A sidelight on its magnitude is reflected in the following: previous
to this Job, twurs had not used more then 3 Whirly cranes on
eny one project, On the present Job under Contract Fo. 1111, Vhey are #ov using

/

1]l ¥hirlys.

p——

Other comtracts outstanding include procurenent gf turbines, generators,
electrical eguipment and sppurtensnt fixtures; and construction éf levees,
punping plants, and relocstions in the reservolr area. The preoject is shout
45% complete. :

Test pumping of the main 2nd, step cofferdam was begun on Jsnusry 19, 1951,

and testing wes completed by Februsry 26, at which time the McNary Dem Contractors




_$ook over and started unwatering operations of theis an under a supplementary
contract to their comtract No. 20, which latter ineluded the main 2nd sten o6fferdan,
The latter part of April this operation was contirued under terms of the big

58 million dollar m@letion contract No. 1111 on which they bid amstfnuy,

and execavation was commenced preparatory to eonstmtion of substructures for

those 12 mn 0f the powerhouse which uould come within the unwatered ares. The
first 2 wnits were already under construction on the Oregon ghore behind the

Junior cofferdam. It hed been anticipated that the Columbia River wonid rise in

the late spring snd overtop the main 2nd step cofferdam, which would mecessitate
removal of all equipment from the approximately 43 acre incloged area. The wup-
strean wing was overtopned on Hay 10, but even thom’h thhl was a little eariier

than had been anticipeted, all eqnipment was ‘out in tine. ' A month later, ‘0911 No. 52
which was in excess of 60 feet in diameter and ba.llaated with rock, collapsed

during the flood-flow, due $o the great pressure -of hish water and undercutting of
the cellts foundat.ion; It was necegsary to throw = md dan ‘across the gap created by
the washed-out cell, and this was done as soon as thé fiver flow over the upstreanm
wing stopred. In mid-gsumner the space within the cofferdan was unwatered again,

and excavation and substructure construction are well under way.‘

The lcFary Dam Comtractors have been successful bidders on the three .main
contraets offered for construction of KeNary Lock & Dam,  On July '30, 192;«, they
Vere awarded a contract covering the construction of the navigation lock, abutment
embankment, fishways, and appurtenant structures on tﬁo Washington shore. This
contract was awarded on their bid of 91.850 000, On August 5, 19&9, they were

avarded a second contract for construction of Oregon shore coffordams, embankment

abutment, and excavation and construction of mbatmctur- for 2 units of the 1422.7%.

long powerhouse. This second comtract was for $15,835,539.50




Appropriation for licNary Dam for fiscal year 1952 was #42,900,000.
Rivertraffic through MeWary Navigation Lock last November, 1951, amounted
to 51 commercial towboats and 51 barges uwpstream and 51 towboats and 53 comnercial
barges downstream, They hauled a total of 29,359 short tons of gasoline, stove
oil, and Plesel oil upstream and brought down 1,545 tons of whest. ‘

/’ The number of contractors' persomnel a% the dam ham increased from 1620
/
‘,a,f»‘*’to some 3500. This pesk will de maintained for the next year, and then will

teper off graduslly, Incresse of Corps of Enginéers persomnel Will amount, at
peak, %o some 350, from a former total of arowmd 283.

During 1952, the completion contract will be advanced to 90% ecompletion,
cofferdams will be removed and preparations made for raising the pool dehind
Mellary Dem in jopril 1953, Vork on equipment and reservoir construction will con-

tinte during 1952,




