MRS. GUY M. TRAVIS

Box 574 - Prosser, Washington
D e JH, 1981







Prosser,VWash
Dec.20,1952
Dear Sir:

Yes,I am the Helga Anderson Travis of "The Umatilla
Trailn, I havehggfghurchill sreak of you quite often. As
far as I've been able to learn the sales of the book have
been very good,considering the limited appeal. And when
my second batch of royalties come in, (due any day) will

have a wmmch better idea.as to amount of sales. People have

been wonderful to me.

You asked how extensive it's publication was. I had
stipul ted number of books,sale
2500 copies printed,the contract wasximxEREXEmEMXELX
priced, that

¥ the book would be published in six months-
and royalties 40%. As you no doubt,know,we paid to have
the book published. We found Exposition very fair to deal
with,kk® do a good job(84 regular publishing houses have
told me),put out 100 books on their own for publicity and
Gdve me 200 copies to do as I see fi#§ith)
to promote sales etc. I think the speed with which they
(altho it took a little longer than six months.
get the job done is a big factor in choosing this company.
At the end of the first four mohths we had sold about 1000.

I am glad that I wrote you regarding Simcoe. In view of the
amount of interest already worked up in books and megs,l can see
that I really don't have a great deal new to offer. But I am
going to hang on to my notes,and ideas,if for no other reason
than our own interest as a family in Fort Simcoe. We saw 1t
for the first time last Easter /hwhen it was opened to the
public,andl#ﬁgiamazed how little we knew of itt's history. So
went to work,digging. It has been interesting,anyway. My

knowledge,and upportunities, for reaearch are rather limited




compared to men like Mr.Guief and yourself. I had hoped to
get some assistance from Frank Lenzie,but he is a busy man,
and I do not see him often. If available though,I would
very much like to have pictures of Ft.Simcoe,an older one
and a modern one. The day we were up there it was dull and
cloudy so my little camera was not of much service. I am
deeply igterested in the place and will continue diggingh

from the angle of the people who wefe there at various

times,etc. and not so much in the way of telling of father

Wilbur's reign.And I shall be looking forward to your book.
Thank you so much for all the information,notes, and
your kind letter,and when I am in ¥akima with a little
time on my hands wiilild be glad to see any material on
Washington history,it fascinates me.
Best wishes for the holiday season,

Sincerely,

~ .
&5 )
C/ \j/ﬁxizfaév
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Prosser, Yash
April 2,1953
Dear Mr.Relander:

Thank you for the clippings. I was interested also
in the bit about the statuettes. Is that a hobby of yours?

My husband and I did so enjoy the day at Simcoe. I
don't know how much good we accomplished in the way of research,'
but it wes nice to become ecquainted with such an interesting
and busy group. We had a wonderful day,and we got Mr.Alexander
to the bus with three minutes to sparel

I hate to admit to being so ignorant,but I can't as
yet make any decision about the specific lines I'd like to

work on about Simcoe. It is all sc absorbing,and I feel that

the rest are away ahead of me in knowing how to go about doing

that type of work. So if you have any suggestions,I'd Dbe
to consider them. In the meantime I'1l keep pegging along-keeping
anything that comes my way.

T saw Mr.Lenzle,he drove by and stopped to thank me
for inviting him to atéend the Field day which he was unable
to attend. We had a good talk. It seems he was stationed for
years at Spokane as a sort of trouble shooter for the western
Tndian district. He was one of those who found two of Pather
wilbur's record books and had them placed in safe keeping at
the Toppenish agency some years back. I hope to contact him
fpequently for he has a lot of interesting things to tell.Our

trouble is we get off on too many linesl! Can't Keep to subject!




¥areh 22,0ne of these days soon.

Will send notes taken
Am including a few things today that Mr.lenzie mentioned.
The camera shots taken that day will not be of any value
for the files will they? Most of them,like mine,are probably
amateur work and with too simple a camera for good effects.

Thanks again for your letters and clippings,

sincerely,

Mrs.Guy Travis

Notes from Mr.Lenzie

There was an old Indian woman who accompanied some
of the businessmen who took a trip across the Columbia river
while surveyors and engineers were planning Bonneville dam.
Her name was Sarah Umli. She spoke excellent English. Mr.L.
asked her how she happened to speak so well and she told him
that as a girl she had wforked for Mrs.James Wilbur and so
had a pretty good education. She embarrassed them by telling
in front of some of the government officials that ﬁather
Wilbur was the only honest agent the Indians ever hadl
Mr.Lenzie seemed to think if she was living that she would
have pictures or some relics of interest-zlso data. But I
didn't learn-or dop't remember where she lived.Probably The Dalles.
He also mentioned farry Dooligtle of Spokane,he is m%rried
to another of the Erwin girls,so probabfy you know ﬁim already.

Aren't those large glass globes on the mantel of the hall

at Simcoe chimneys of the lanterns used to light the parade

grounds. I believe Mr.Lenzie knows where a complete lantern is.

It has been electrified,he said but did not volunteer more

information.




Prosser,Wash
April 13,1983
Dear Mr.Relander:
I am sending you the notes I took on the Field trip,

but as most of them are from Mrs.Bartholet,I'm afraid they
are old stuff to you and other researchers. However,here they
are anyway. I just could not tear myself away,she had so many
human interest things to tell and I could not get them down as
I don't know short hand! In fact that was the way everywhere
that day. My husband probably has a few more things to add,but
so far he's been too busy to sit down and talk them over with me.

Then yesterday,we were down to make our last trip to the
site of 0ld Fort Walla ﬁalla. In trying to classify some of the

or near
rocks we found,I noticed mention of artifacts found aﬁAFort

Simcoe in my reference book. You probably have them aléo,but 5
was easy to make a carbon,so am including a copy. You can throw
them in the waste basket if they have no impottance. In spite of
the terrific,cold wind blowing,there was a large attendance at
Fort Walla ﬁalla all day. There were four speskers who told some
of the history of the site and people hunted for soyvenirs all
day. Joe Cummings,a "21lula pioneer (died last year) was born

one of
in one of the rooms of the fort,his descendant,zxmeiws Mrs.

Chester Morgan of Prosseq,was present=at the farewell gathering

vesterday. Makes one feel a little sad. Believe it or not,it was
my first look at the mouth of the Walla ﬁalla river where it entgrs
the Columbia,altho the fort site has been a familiar spot to us for
years.

Am cataloguing my clippings (scrapbook) sbout Simcoe.It

probably won't be extensive,but who knows? Just sort of marking \
time until we can decide where to work next. Sincerely,;7¢tma/zi |




Notes kept from field trip March 22,1953 at Fort Simcoe

Werren Erwin,son of Judge Erwin,was 12 years old when his father
arrived at the fort,having been appointed as judge by Grover

Cleveland when Hock Smith of georgia was Secretary of the Interior.

The apple orchard was bearing well,and there wefe many varieties to choose
from. There was plenty for all the residents. Wild geese swam

on the creek.

On the smooth carriage drive in front of the Agency house the boys

had foot races. Later when bicycles came into use the Erwin boys

rode the bikes around the square for fun. (Seven children in Erwin

family. The bannisters dngthe stairway leading up were wonderful
for sliding.
Auadrilles and the Virginia Reel were danced in the front hall,and to

the children it was one of the largest rooms infthe worldl

Notes from Mrs.Bartholet
The Erwine came to the post in 1893 and left in the summer
of 1897. Accustomed to servants,it was rather a problem to keep
or find servants. The family were rather unpopular for this reason
at first,sw southern people were not accustomed to depen?ing on
themselves, ..#e/ ,£22£¥ﬁ Jt7£¢~“—.14;ﬂavzk—au-2 ‘éi«4£ﬁ%ﬁﬂbu2“«/7
‘Leading from halleon southewas the parlor,here the jufige
merried Indian couples in front of window alcove, to tr&g€ht of
alcove was the piano where Mrs.Erwin played for the dancing and for
weekly song fests.There were fine rugs on the floor which in summer
was replaced by matting
Father Wilburt's private office was in the noetheast corner,
and clerks offices were over it upstairs and could be reached by
outside entrance.
£1lso opening from the hall was the room which was originally

the room of Major arnett's young bride. Leading from it was her




private chapel(In later times a bathroom) There are four
cathedral shaped smell windows and anggggw opening to the outside
had &he smme shape of window in top section. It is thought by
some,according to Mrs.Bartholet,that as Mrs.Y%ametts grave,and that
of her baby,has never been loc&déd it might be under the floor
of this little private chapel. It was often the custom in the
south for members of a family to be buried under the altar of the
family
chapel.

Back of Father Wilburs office wwas the kitchen and brick
ovens. “ere sometimes the Erwin children were albowed to bake
the loaves of bread and usually resulted in being burned black
on the outside and raw inside as they did not know how to
regulate the heat. Much of the cooking was done on a huge Monarch
range,however.

The grapevines were allowed to grow as they wished during the
term of the Erwins and climbed over the front porch in profusion.
It was cut down severely when the Lynch's returnedéio replace
Hr.Erwiﬁ} She also cut down theoiﬁvely big cabbage rose that
grew by the south fence,and the tree knownn as the Chief's tree.

Upstairs in the southeast room company wes welcomed and the
room called the "company room". Beside it was the tiny cubby
that was Martin Doyle's room. He had came from Georgia with the

Erwins and served them as gardner and handy man.In the southwest

room Grandma Erwin stayed fo® six months and it was designated

as "Grandmethers room." Bgfé&e her rocker was a smaller one for

Sue.
The clerKs office,the smaller one,was the only room upstairs
that had a stove,and herethe children liked to dress on cold

mornings.




Judge Frwins offiee was in the cottage that faces
Father Wilburs apple tree in the southwest corner of square.
Next to his office was the offices of Dr.Kuykendall. At the
rear was the strong room and the jail with its two large
south windows.

Tomsxoikexk The Kuykendalls lived in the house next
to the Agency house on the south. There was an apple tree
near the pump where they got their water(Judge Kuykendall told
this) It was not good for eating but made wonderful sauce and
pies.Mrs.Kuykendall called the apples the "pump apples.m

The old brick welk that led to the front porch off the

Agency house was beginning to show signs of wear,Mrs.Lynch had

it replaced by the present concrete one.

Indian women came to the grove to pick up scorns for

food. They were very bitter,and would sullen tell the Erwin
children to Clatawah! -
Just inside the gate a jail was built. Not long ago the huge key

was found buried in the dirt.




relics A
References to Fort Simcoe from Aerheology of the Yekima

Valley from book"Anthropclogical §apers fmerican Museum of Matural

History Veol.Vl,Part 1.

Pgge 8-Remains of underground house
p.10-Site of gimcoe
p.18-pitgnear fort

p.22-blue paint found in grave near fort and is in Mrs/ILyncht's collection.
more about this on p.l1l7

Elks teeth found
p.37 xEskiIm gray lave disk for holding food
p.&8 relic found in a grave near Fort Simcoe. Janeck collection
p.45-pestle found at Simcoe-York's collection
p.49-50. basalt pestle or roller found 1 mile east of fort
p.5% pit,winter house site(p.8) sometimes called a fort.

p.87-88. comb washed out of a grave at_Ft.Simcoe

e, T
p.94 pendant found 2% miles south of s¥mecoe

b.ll5.pipe given to Mrs.iay Lynch by Chief Moses
116.pipe found 4 miles southeast of fort
p.127 pendant from ridge 25 miles south of fort,collection of Mrs.Lynch

p.139 grave found with sleleton of man and child. Copper hmad=x
necklace in the grave also.

p.162 pestle description

p.171 relic from old village site near Fort Simcoe. Spinden collection.




Prosser,Wash
April 26,1953
Dear Mr.Relander:

Some of our neighbors,two families,who have taken

C’/;zyiarztﬂs/nurrz
O/ficia[ /[[o wen
City of FProssenSimecoe last Sunday and were thrilled with the spot.

memberships in the Restoration Society visited

But they were horrified by the thought of what would happen
in case some one was careless and a fire was started.
They also asked me why,when funds were needed,wasn't
a slight charge of admission levied,for it is so well
worth seeing. They said at least 500 people must have visited

Simcoe that day and it was not a special ocassion either.

I did not have the answer,but thought I'd Jjust tell you

the suggestion which seems to be fairly general from
reports. I imagine you've heard it already from many sides.
We had our usual Stampede Amateur rodeo thisl§:Zkend
for a two-day affair. A number of Indians came for the
event and had three or four tepees on the grounds. We were
sp pleased to have them,and there was a great deal of
comment on their beautiful costumes and dances. Prosser
is honored to have them,and I hope they will come again
for the Treaty Day celebration,as they did last year.
e jb“jy Iawer

Mrs.Travis

Sincerely,




pESEr  yash
May 11,1953
Dear Mr.Relander:
When I returned home from the conference in
Tacoma I found a copy of the ?aily Wenatchee World
Chwsanthemum in my mail box sent me by T.Y.Browlow. It is a

gZﬁ;iézzizcombined centennial and Progress edition. Probably
you have a copy,but just in case you do not,for the

file there are two mentions of Fort Simcoe in the edition.

One is a brief story of Haller and the other is the mag

section tfat tells of the mountains of that vicinity. Beore

on page 5 it says thait by 1820 Fort Simcoe had been
established in the Yakima Valley. Isn't that earlier than
most authorities name? Yhat is all it says.

I was sorry to miss meeting Dr,Deutech Saturday,
but as neither Mrs.Speck or myself drive,we had to be at
certain places at specified times in order to have
transportation,so we missed seeing you after luncheon. T
enjoyed the meeting immensely,although I missed the first
panel speaker,and I think I will know much more of how to
go about getting materials from now on. Or rather maybe I
should say I'll find the nerve to ask more favors in that
line. I appreciate having had notice of the conference,even
though I do not know to whom thanks are due.

Sincerely,




Prosser,Wash
May 16,1953
Dear Mr.Relander:

I hope you won't think I'm being a pest,but I'd
like some information,and thought you'd probably
know the answers.

Juvenile

I have used the name of Okasque in a story of
the adopted children of the Whitmans. Then I read
some clippings that have me all confused. Is Chief
01ld Bones of the Palouse,Umtippe,and Okasque one
and the same? He is the one who is said to have brought
the body of Alice Clarissa Whitman out of the river
and was a good friend of the mission folk. Chute
said(from clipping) that he is a descendant of Kam-i-
akin. Is that the Yakima chief,yamiskin,or another
relative? Beforey my story goed into publication
I want to be sure of my man. Or I should say,if it

goes to publication.

Thanking you for your patience,

Sincerely,

S0 By R
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Hometown Prints




Box 574,Prosser,¥ash
May 22,1957
Dear Mr Relander:
T missed seeing you at the history conference at fullmen
and Moscow last month,was sorry not to hear you on the Endian

panel. Never-the-less,it was still very interesting end + enjoyed

meeting so meny brilliant people. grna Guenthers style show of

pioneer and Indian q;othlng was well recieved and informative.
This year,the ‘rosser Homen's club has chosen as 1%

year of study,The Amerlcen ;ndian. Some of the ladies wondered

if you would consiéer talking on ﬁrummers and dreamers a nd

T was delegated to ask if you would find it convenient. Nong

of them except myself have rcad the book and I know they are‘

missing a real bet. The date is Feb.20,and the subject fits

into the program which is ong Literature,and the time allowed

(50!01005\

for a speaker is about 35-45 minutes, I noted that on many of

your appearances you brought ilex Saluskin and others with

you. The club is small,so I am afraid that you might find it

a great deal of trouble to come so far for such a small

audience,1l2-20,however I'm hoping. I was much interested in

your sculptured pieces in the book. Please let me know so

that the subject may be ready for the yearbooks in case of

a change. I realize your time is valuable,so I sincerely

hope you will not think I'm being presumptious in asking.
Heven't done much writing this spring,too many diversions.

But still I have not been idle,either. Have had & moist

growing season,some of our rye is over six feet tall-never

heard of such a thing! The grandchildren are always br%ziuggﬁw
2 o))

in
record breaking stalks-the wheat isy real tell, to0,one

7

wonders what to do with all that straw!
gincerely,




HMas. guy M. Travis
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MRS. GUY M. TRAVIS

Box 574 - Prosser, Washington

June 18,
Mr .Relander:

You remember in Judge Kuykendallls article

he mentioned Wilhur grock, a playmate at Simcoe.

Mr.Brockts parents,John W. and Phoebe grock were

teachers at Fort Simcoe during 1879-1880. In a

note book of Phoebe grockfw@s this notation n

Pa
Father Wilnur,agent,John Brock, superintendent of
Education. resigned at Fort Simecoe in 1880. we
bdth getyp, )salary and save $1000 in the year we
spent in school. Work confining and in some ways
diffficult.Rovella Butler taught children of employees.n

Mrs.Wilbur Brock,1218 So.4th St.,Pasco has this

.igte book,ané she tells of how before Wilbur Brock!s
death in 1950 he and Judge Kuykendall visited the

fort and found the remains on a hillside of a playhouse

the two boys had built seventy years bgfore.
This may not be important, but its interesting.

“ope to visit Mrs.Brock some time when I'm down

that way,and learn more. HMT
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