Z@12 NE 84th St,

Seattle 15, Wash,
Aoril €, 1964,

Mr. Click:Relander, City Editor
Yakima Daily Republic

Republic Publishing €Co.,

114 No. Fourth ©t.

Yakima, Wash.

Dear Mr. Relander,

T am an adult student of anthronology and art history here at
the University of Washington, and for the npast two years have heen
doing research for .a detailed study of the cornhusk bags made by
the Szhapntin tribes znd their neighbors. Dr. ‘Erna Gunther is my
adviser on this project.

Some good friends, Mr. and Mrs. Ted Weld, loaned me their
cooy of Drummers and Dreamers, which you had sutographed for them,
shortly before Mrs. Weldts tragic death a year ‘ago. - Last summer L
purchased ‘a cony of Strangers on the ‘Land, and have found hoth books
invaluable as baeckeground material on the Wanapums, Yakimas, etec.,
and also beceuse you mention the uses and manufacture of cornhusk
bags snecifically in“8everal places. . I wonder if you would mind 1.f
1 quoted these passages, giving you full credit of course, in " my
forthcoming paper?

I also have some guestions regarding the ceremonies at which
cornhusk bags were given for gifts that perhaps you can enswer. Mr,
Dean:Guie was kind enough to renly to my letter to him several years
ago, and ‘suggested that you might be able to snswer some.Qf the
guestions he was not positive about. Mrs. Weld directed me to Mrs.
Alba (Nettie) Showaway and Mrs . Prank (Tu“l() Sohappy vhen I needed
first-hénd information on the making of cornhusk bags. I snent &
very pleasant and' interesting afternoon with each of them, and they
weresvery generous in telling me what they conld remember. Eince
this was my first exnerience in interviewing Indian women about
their culture, I was somewhat bashful in asking about their family
and thelrages, so did not 'get all.the inFormation that is desir-
able in & standerd ethnclogic report. Therefore I find I. have a
1ist of questions to:isend you, and regret there are so many.

However, to make things more convenient I have listed them
on a separate sheet of paver with spaece between for your reoly, If
you have a chance to answer them it would certainly 'be'a preat heln
in making my report fuller &nd more aceurate. 'I know we share 8
great interest in recording and ‘explaining'the culture, beliefs, and
accomnlishments of the Plateau people bhefore it dis too late.

I am also enclosing a stamped self-addressed envelope. If you
would prefer to reply by nhone vou can reach me at my home vphone
collect, LA 5-3728, during the day or evening. Hope this. is not a
great inconvenience, and will leook~forward toihéaring from. you,

Yours truly,

Z#ndg AJwaé ,;ﬂﬁé,cxaaasf;)

il




CENEALOGICAL INFORMATION
Showaways

el

Could vou give me an approximate ‘age for Mre. Nettie Showaway?

Is she the narrator you identify in Drummers and Dreamers @s
Showaway: Umatilla, daughter: of (Jim) Billy?

Who is the Mrs. Louise Bhovwaway interviewed at Mission, Ore.
in Aug. 1951 %2 -=is this Nettie, her mother, or someone else?

1 met Nettie's mother briefly when 1 stopnned at Parker. a second
time.,  She:is from the Warmsprings Reservation; but I'didn't get
her fiame, tribe, or age. Do you know these?

she Showaway Cotieahkun mentioned in Drummers
ie's hushand ‘Alba Showaway?
Alba Showaway & son of, Cotieahkun?
To vhat tribe did Alba Showaway'!'s mother belong?

Which 18 the more correct snelling, Showaway or Shawgway--T've
both nced?

Sohanoys

To What tribe did Julia Sohavpy's mother and father.belong?

Could you give me an avproximate age for Mrs. Julia Sohanny? (I know
che end her husband celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary not
too long ago)

Is Frank Sohapny the son of George Sohanpy, or what relationshin
is he to George ‘Sohappy?

To what tribe did Frank Sohappy'!s mother belong?
QUESTIONS ON BAGS~ AND. MATERIALS
Were the Nez Perce the first to nse cornhusk for false emhroidery

on bags?---Any ideds as to how, when, and where the Indians got the
idea of doing this?

Were ecornhusk bags called Nez Perce bags becanse the Nez

Perce made




them first, made the best . or. for comé other reason?

Do vou know when and where the first corn was grown in the
Yakima - area?

What was "hop cord" or "hon twine" used for tying un the
vines (and by the Indians for the warp or meft of bhags) made
of, and do you know the manufacturer?

When did the hop growers begin using Indlans as pickers,
both in the Yakima area and Puysllun?

Were cornhusk bags used in root collection as well as root
storage?

That roots besides bitterroot would be stored in a
husk bag?

(I have received conflicting revorts concerning the aboves belew-
questions and would very mugh appreciate your opinions, al-
though I realize it may be difficult to give & definite an-
swer to many of these. You can Just leave the ones blank

you don't want to bother with or don'!t have any information

on. This papver; althoughia 1little hard to write ‘on, is the

erasable kind.) QUESTIONS ON ‘CERTMONIES

Were a deceased woman'!s cornhusk bags distributed after her
death either after the funeral, at & memorialk feast, or.in some
other manner?

Was the baby gift giving or marriage validation ceremony mentioned
in Strangers on the'Land (p.Zl) the same or a different ceremony
than the one where gifts are exchanged zfter marriage (deseribed
to me by Mrs. Sohappy and Mrs. Showaway) ?

Were cornhusk bags distributed at naming ceremonies, a
st the ceremony of a2 girl only, or to women present at

nd if so
either tyne?




I have information on cornhusks being used at first foods feasts,
baby gift giving and/or marriage ceremonies, memorial feasts, and
sometimes nlaced in burials. Are there any other ceremonies (bhe-
sideg the naming one asked in the previous guestion) in which they
were used or played a part?

which ceremonial situations would the bhags normally be 115ad
' with roots,; other thap the:firgt.foods fedsts, where 'of

he case?

course this was t

In anv of these e ‘es were the bags filled with other
things, and if vhick emonies, and what articles?

P.S. 'If you get this far, thank you wery much for your helvo!
From all the inguiries D Gunther gets, I know questions like
this can sometimes be & Since
you are one’of on: the cultureiof the
Indians in. the Yakima area, I thought you might be interested

in hearing of this project. 1If &ll goes well; the summary of my
study plus the effortsof Mr. Dick"Conn at the Bastern Vash.
State Historical Society Museum in Spokane may be combined for

an article in Ameriean Indien Tradition Magazine, vossibly illus<
trated by the excellent photos Mri:and Mrs., TiM, VWidrig of Seattle
toek of the Showaways: demonstrating cornhusk bag making, snd pub-
lished in the Seattle Times Pictorial Section on, Sunday, Jan. 12
of this year. None of us are getting eny money for this, but we
are having fun, and would apnreciate your co-overation!




461& NE 84th St.
Seattle 15, Wash.
April 22,1964

Dear Mr, :Relander,

Thank you so much for your very interesting and ‘informative
letter. I'm sorry that I didn't leave more room on the sheets |
sent, g0 ‘you had te type all those pages, but as you said, you
answered all my questions énd then some. ' The information will be
a greet help to me din making my vaper aeccurate and interesting,
and I will be sure to give you credit as the source of that ma-
terials

There certainly are a lot of groups . that are now lumned
under ‘the category of "Yakima" Indians.! Your E£trangers on the
Lend and Mr. Guie's Tribal Days.of the. Yakimas have been narti-
cularly heloful in identifying and locating these grouns so I
could understand the names used in other literzture. The revorint
of  the’' Yakima Treaty. of 1855 wds ‘also the first i such cony I had
seen &nd very interesting because of the list of grouns sisnineg
it, . end the original houndaries of the Yakima Reservatiori I muist
confess that my reading at thé University Libraryv-ge far hes been
mainly among. the ethnogranhies; so.I*have not searched ont.many
of the government documents. The ones I havé.located have not
been too nertinent in regard to cornhusk bags!

The anthronologists here at the Uniwersityv have: often men-
tioned to us how they wished they had been able to devote more
time O studying the Plateau.  Dr. Jdecobsigot Fflle cabinets full:
of linguistic and folklore information in the '20s whiech he has
not-had time . to publish. ' He says he still:hones to be zgble’ to
do s0, but if he.can't, at least the materisal ‘has been recorded
for.students to sort ‘out in the future. Dr. Ray fs: in the same.-
nosition, .as he was gidetracked for meny yvears by studies in
Mexico, and administrative. and anthropological society duties,
but he is now back working full-time on Platean material.'  He
just published the ‘information he' got on the Modoc in 1936 or
thereabouts, '‘and I think plans to have something on the Umatilla
end then Nez Perce:.next. Dr. Gunther did some field work among
the Umatilla in the 1940's, and I know feels that much more
should be done:.on Plateau material culture, one reason why cghe
suggested this particular tovie to me. Fortunately the archaco-
logicel work by Osborne, Daugherty, Greengo, Swanson, €ressmen;
etc. in the Plateau:and adjacent areas has nointed unithe need
for equating what is known of the Indian cultures since white
contact with what the archaeologists are finding from earlier
levels. A lot of the archasology students here who have been
on digs in the Plateau seem to be very interested in obtaining
g broader pnicture of the Plateau cultures.  For the life of me
I ean't understand why there isn't a spnecific course on the
Plateau, aslthough we do pet mentions of the ares. in coursesion
Primitive Art,' Technélopy, &md Literature, Arcéhaeology, Limguis-
ties,;. eto.

If you see the Shawaways 'and the Sohannys in the nezr
future, please give them my warmest gréetings. ' The‘reason T
haven't kept in closer touch with them since 1962 when I met them




)
is that I became opregnant not long after and subsecuently .the maother
of twins, surprising not only my husband and myself but also my doc-
tor, who had not X-rayed me before the:day of delivery. . The twins
were born nine weeks early and required a lot of care both. before
end after coming home., They and their five year o0ld brother have
keot me housge-bound for guite some time now so I haven't been able
to get over to Yakima since.my first "field trinp", which was nretty
short at that, However, the babies, Christonher znd Bhristine
(Chris and Tina &re their nicknames} are now fourteen months old
end doing beautifully, so we hone to be 'able to do more traveling
this: summer. I just want the Shawaways and Sohannys to know how
much I .enjoyed talking with them and what a heln they were to' me,
I am so glad that you and other articulate znéd influential vpeonle
in the ared are trying to help them nrotect their rights.

After reading about the abuses and exploitation they have
suffered in the past, I am overwhelmed that they eould be so
hospitable and friendly to .a stranger.  Good luck to yvou  in
further efforts on itheir behalf and thenk you so much for your
letter,

Yours truly,

’ i

” Wl
| wla umbalh

PLS. If you do happen to find out the apediof Mrs. Sohanny

end Mrs. Shawaway, I would be interested in recording them for
the paper, but what you've zlready told me is actually suffi-
cient to pive a good descrintion of their family background.
imagine they are not so coy about giving their ages as the
general run of women in our youth-oriented societyl




