War Dept. Detters Rec'd. 54-58

Fort Simcoe W.T. September 4,1856 R.S. Garnett igjor 9 Infy. Comdy
post. In relation to Captain F.L. Bowman, 9th infy. 503 B
(AGO)Oct. 29,1856 Recd Sept. 13,1856

Fort Simcoe W.T. September 4,1856
Sir:
gaxraguEd I regret to imfexmxymm report for the information of
the colonel that I have deemed it necessary to send Capt. “owmen 9th
Infy. in to the Dglles tomorrow under the charge of Asst. Surgem
Brown in what I conclude to be a state of partial insanity at ls ast.
My grounds for this believe and action wlill be found in the enclosed
official opinion of the judicial offlicer of this pest. We have nelther
the time to spare nor the means of taking care of him properly here
while his presence here emd particularly his exercise of any command
or authority is exceedingly injurious to discipline. The perusal of
the enclosed proceedings of a ... court martial uarder atthis place by
me on the 25 ult will fully disclose to the colonel the accuracy of
this opinion. Being a part of the records of this post I request that
the proceedings of tecourt mey be retumed to me unless their further
retention 1is deemed necessary by the colonel, I beg leave to say in
conclusion that in my judgment that the trest Xmxwemx interest of the
service no less than those of Capt ain Bowman would be essent ially
advanced if the Catpt. were ordered absent to the eastern states on
an indefinite sick lesave.
I am sir, very respectfully, your etce.
R.S. Garnett
Major 9th Infy. Comdy. post.
Lieut. P.A. Owen
A3y, 9th Infy. USA.
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Fort Simcoe W.T. Septeeber 4,1856, Joseph B, Brown, asst. surgeon
Repa ts the case of Capt. F.L. Bowmen, 9th Infy. 503,13 (AGO)

Oct. 29,1856, Recd. “ept. 12bh/56. Sept.4.
Fort Simcoe, September 4,1856
Sir:

I sm directed by the commanding offlcer of the post to make a
report in the case of Captain Bowman. His condition is such as to
demsnd that he be imme distely relieved from duty. His mind 1s so much
impaired that he cannot retain the command of his compay without
menifest injury to the service. He 1s laboring under the most
remarkable mental hallincinations which entirely unfit him for the
performance of his dutles. From my knowledge of his case for several
months past I am warranted iIn stating that this mental disease has been
gredually coming on and I fear will result in permanent i==jseey Insanity.
His bodily health is In tolerably good coml ition.

Very respectfully

bervt .

Your obt.
Joseph B, Brown
Agst, Surgeon.
Lieut Henry Youglass,

post adjutante.
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237 G Banytown (ﬁ) N.Y. September 12,1856
W1lliem Gaston ®“vt. 2nd Lieut 24 Drag.Acknowledges recpt. snd accepfis

commission etc. (one encbesure) Noted.

Rec. AG0 Sept. 13,1856

Pa,..yton Sept. 12,1856
«esCooper, Adjutant General U.S.A.

Sir:

I have the honor hereby to a&E;ﬁledge the recelipt & to
signify my sccentance of a commission of Byt. 2nd Lieut. Pregoons
Enclosed I send the required oath duly executed. As required by the
regulations I beg leave to inform you thaet my birth place w as
Newbern (?) N.C. my age at present is 22 & six months & my residence
is at Barryton [very plsain this time] Dutchess County, New York.

L am sir very respectfully
Your obedient servant
William Geston
Bvt., 2nd Lt. 24 Drags.
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503 B. Fort Simcoe WI September 19 56 R.S, Garnett Maj.9 Infy
Comdy. post. G.0.H, June 1,57 #mswmxmd Announces the death of Capt.
Prencis L. Bowman 9th Infantry (3 enclosures) Headgs. D. Columbisa,
%iver District,Fort Vancouver, W,7, Sert. 23 1856 Respy. forwarded 9,
right Col. 9 Infy. comdy. fec(AGO) October 29,1856

Bort Simcoe W.T,
Sept., 19,1856

Sir:

The Comful (sic) office desires ..his of announcing (sic)
for the information of the War Department the death under circumstences
singularly distressing of Captain Prancis I. Bowman of the Ninth
Regiment of Infantry. From the best data before me (or us) { should
judge thaet the unfortunate event occurred near sbout the 10th of
September and within about twenty miles of Fort Dglles, 0.7,

The accampenying narrative of Asst. Surgeon Brow (?)prepared by
my direction will convey to you all the information in my possession in
relstion to the circumstances of death. It app ars to have been one of
those instances of fatality or accident which no humen wisdom could foresee

Lieut (?) Douglass (si€) 9th Infy. the subaltern officer of the lite

Capt. Bowman's company and his personal friend has taken charge of
Capt. Bowman's effects and will forward them without delay to his family
at Fort ¥Yalles. I learn that their purpose is to return to the eastern
states (Wilkesbarre, Pa) in October. I am sir

Very

espectfully
Your Obedient Servt.
R.S. Garnett

Ma jor 9 Infy. Comdy. of Post,

Yo the Adjutsnt General of the Army
Waskington City, D.cC.



War Dept. Letters Rec'd. 54-58

226A Yreenville I1l. Sept. 26,56
W.A. Allen Engs. after(sic) (Inquires after ?) Lieut. J.R. Allen
AppRY, Oct. 3,1856 Adt., “enl, Rec. AGO Oct 3,1856

Gpeenville, Pend County,Illinois
Sep. 24,1856
Hon Sir:
Not having received eny news from Lieut. J.R. Allen (9th Infy.
Washingto ’ferritory) for some six months, am becoming very anxious
to lmow sombthing about him either dead or alive & if you are
informed of the same by communicating the ssme to me you will
oblige your humble servant
W.A. Allen, Greenville, Ills,
Hon. Secty. of War,

Washington.
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Ad jutent Generals office

Washington, October 6,1856
Sirs

In answer to your letter of the 24th ultimo to the Secretary of
War which has been xammi® forwarded to this office, you are informed
thet when last heard from July 31,1856, Pecond Lieutenant Jesse K.
Ajlen 9th Infantry was serving in the Yak tma country, Washington
Territory. He was reported well.
I am sir etc,

H(2( Williams, asst. #dt. Genl,

W.A Allen, esq.
Greenville,nend County, Illinoils.
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Fort Simeoe, Washington Territory

October 15, 1856
I trust it will not be deemed officious in me to beg to call

respectfully the attention of the President and Sgcretery of War

to certain evils which I concelve to exist in the present mode of
administeming the duties of the third suditor s office, I am impelled
to this step by the unusual annoyances to which I have been subjected
during the incumbency of the present third auditor and to kix which I
know that meny other officers of the army have also been sub jected. The
matter of which I wish tocompzain is I conceive, his arbitrary rules
of guditing the trensportation accounts of officers of the army traveling
wmder orders. I will 1llustrate the difficulty by citing my own cases,
In 149 I traveled from Baton Rogue La to Washington City with General
Taylor in pursuance of sn order from him"by the western route" that ‘
is by the Mississippi end Ohio rivers, and the Cymberlend road. *n tie
fall of '54 I traveled from Fort Snelling (M or ¥W. *) to New York

and again in '55 I travelled fram St.Louis to Fort Monroce Va., In

each of these caeses the auditor claims that the estimated distances are
to great. It is lmown to all persons connected with the practical
wrking of our gaxaErxmexk quartermaster:s Department that at all the
principel of fices throughout the country they keep tables of the
distences between most of the military posts of the country and
other points usuelly travelled by officers of the army, lhese tables
are teken from those .... published by t he post of fice Dept. of the
govt. end transportation accounts paid under them having once been
audited end settled at the ....”ept. t hey are very justly deemed by the
quartermasters to be approved am correct. But correct or mot, t hey are
the best 1light by which the disbursing officer can go, and on paying
by him, he is ... in good feith to consultthe best interests of the

gvernment. Now upon my own part I heve for several
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years past --and I know it was so in the ceses sbowe cited--been in
the hablt whenever I travelled under orders, of simply presenting my
order upon termination of my journey to tlke quartermaster, and of
requesting him to have my account mede out., I have never e st imated nor
charged eny particular distance myself, but have always accepted what-
ever distance thequartermaster has nemed. Hadhe seen fit im the cases eabove

to say that the "official distance" as the endltor terms 1t between

Fort Snelling and New York City was only one thousend miles iA8e@
instead of some thrteen or fowteen hundred L should have ec cepted it
at once--considering that by long expe rience these officers had better
means of knowing what thdrue distance was then I had, I contend,
therefore, that I adopted the best and only means in my power, and endesavore
in good faith to secure the government against eny error or overcharge,
St111 the auditor claims that an ePfPfor wasmade, and very properly

that the government ought tobe indemified. “ut by whom? It seems to

me that every principal of ‘justice would require that the uovt/

ought tgereimbursed by the person through shose negligence the error
occurred, and I further thinkthat that myx neglligence is directly
braceable to the third auditor:s of fice. It seems to me that there has
been strange inefficlency somewhere. When we lesrn that in the
practicaeble working of a government for upwards of half a century
there is yet no system, no understanding or concert of action between
the disbursing end the accounting of ficers of its treasury. If
inaccuricies in public accounts arise from thds cou rse, 1t 1s but first
reasonable that they should be chamged to that office, which has

the power and means of preventing the ir occurance but which yet falls

to do &t .

But if I understand the third auditor correctly in a conversationwhich
I Bdddddd&Bdfidd had with him last winter on the subject, these
account s are dis allowed because the distances nsmed are not now

the“official distances."of present "shortest mail route." I do not
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not kmow that he claims that they were not the correctMofficial
distences "at the time at which they journies were performed. It
is unnecessary to say enything against the fallacy of such 2 .... pximé
pramt principal as this. ¥ith such a rule there would be no finality
of government for by the continual increase of railroads"the shortest
routes" are almost da 11y Emimgxshkamkm® becoming shorter and there
could thefefore be no settlement of an account which would be
pertuslly correct. #s an indication of the 4if ficulties Into whch the
principal would lead, the case of Co1, Wright 9th Infy may be mentioned,
Ilearn that he @8 has had a transportation account disallowed by the
present auditor which was paid by Capt., Day, I think, some xkma ten
or fifteen years ago on the ground that the distance charged iis
"not the shortest xmg% mail route.,"

If there is not something wrmg £n this system of auditing
accounts, there 1s at least, it seems to me, something very unusual
gbout it. I have been flfteen years in service, snd at no period of
the time have I known of such general camplaing in he army ageinst
the action of any of the accounting of ficers of the treasury as I have
o all sides against the present Third Auditor. Ir any new rules for
mill taryeccounts have been Instilled , 1t is but just that the

disbursing
siffaxens officers, and Indeed all officers of the army should kmow

of 1it.
L beg to say in eonclusion that I do not submit this communication
W th any hope or exm ctation of relieving my self of the disallowances
against me but with the trust that the President and Hon., becretary
of VWar will deem the subject to be of sufficient importance to
order to be established in the 3d Auditor:s Officd ,and to be made known,
such uniform rules for the settlement of transportatim accounts
of officers of the army as will effectusl 1y secure them from

ennoyances , and the government inconveniences wh ch it seems that no
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precaution on theilr part can now avert,

L have the honor to be
Very Respectfully, SfLr,
Your Obt. Servt.
R. Garnett )Sic)
Mg jor 9 Infantry
‘o the adjutent general of the Army,

Washington C1ty, D.C.

316 G Fort Simcoe, Washington Ty. Oct. 15, 1856.
Referred to Qr Gen. for his views on the within. Jeffn. Davis, °ecre’cay
of “ar, Rec. AGO December 1,1856,
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a 600 ¥ W,T.0ct. 20/56
hashiagton Territory (governor of Ennounceé the close of the
‘ndian war in that country. “ece Dec. 31, 1856,
General Orders o, 7
Headquarters Vi, T, Vols,
Olympia v,T, Oct, 30, 1856
Lst. The Volunteers of ﬁas"xington Territory, of both starf and line, are
hereby disbanded,
2d.The ad jutant Géuerﬂ., “uarter Mester 2 Commissary Genersl, with such
officers and employees -as they may require to perfect and fin sh
the nuster rolls and accounts, erc retained in servior t111 further
orders,
3d. 411 officers commanding campenies will be dischar ged, upon
rendition of thelr muster rollsat the office of the #djutant Genersal,
and the settlement of their accowmts for public prope ty with Qr. “aster
& Commissary Goneral,
4th, The senior officers of the late 2d eciment ¥.T. Volunteors
and the Milltary Clerk to the comnanddnein-chief, will e retained in
service till further orders,
5th-No purchases of property or supplies after this date, wl 1l
be made by any officer or employee without special arders from the Qre
Master Generasl,
6the=The Commander-in-“hief desires me to expre.s to the officers
and men of the Right ¥ing of the 2d Beriment commmded by Lieut. Col,
bhn', the Horthern Bettalion com-aded by ¥ajor Van Bokkelin, the
Southern by lajor Maxon and the Yentrel by Hajor ﬁlankenship, his most
cordial thanks for the signal gallantry , resolute endurance, and
excellent discipline they have displayed and maintaie d during thelr
8ix months arducus faithful amd efficlent service,.
The nature of the vast region of coun try t raversed, the wily and

resolute character of the savage- overawed or subdued, end the privations
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endured by the citizen-soldlery of the 2d hbgiment, are woll known and
apprecieted by the inhabitants of “ashington Territory, who will
know how to honor, for &l1 future time, the devoted and feerless men
who have maintalned the foothold of civilization upcn this remote
front ler,

History will present the fact w! th credit and homr to the voluntcer
force, that during the s 1x months ofsctiwe service of one thousand of
the citigens of Washington Territory, not @ single friendly Indian
has been harmed in a Volunter camp or s coutje-no lndian has been

plundered or molested, and the captured property of defeated s avares has
| been inovery case, t umed over to the propor officers, ard faithfully
accounted for by theme

?o the efflioclent staff, commissioned and non-comtissioned, both
personal, and of trensportation and supply, the Comnander-in-Chief
begs to make his hearty acknow edgements,

Devotion to the service, ailded by the patriotism s d generosity of
tie cltlzens has enabled a widely scattered community of seventeen
hundred American citigens to keep on foot, feed, clothe. arm and partly
mount , one thousend efficint and ssrviceable troops, :

Withthese facts for the future historian, the w ar 1856 , & though
disastrous in materisal prosperity, is rich in honorable achivements
and will be dwelt upon by the descende ts of tie troops nowreturing
to their avocations of pe ce, with nride smd exultrtion,

Jomes T1lton

Adjutent Genersl W,T, Vol's,



War Dept, Letters Rec'd., 54-58 Fort Simcoe W.T,
Nov, 1,1856
Pirs
¥r, Thomas P, Chiffelle of Vancouver, W,T. has been nominated
and recommended by the post Council of administration for the
appointment of :Post Sutler by the Hon Secretary of War as prescribed
in par. 379 regulations ofthe Army,
"L'has nomination and recommendation have be en approved by me and I
have now the horr to submit his name f a@ the actlon of the Secretary
of Wapr,
I am sir
Very respectfully
Your obt. servt,
R,s. Garnett
Major 9 Infy.
Comdy. post

‘o the #djutant general

of the Army

Washington City, ID.gC.
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Executive Office ?er. Washy,
Olympia Nov., 21st, 1856
Hon. Jeff. Davis,
Secretary of War, Washington City, D,.cC,

Sir:

As a part of the history of Indian relst ions in this Territory
the past two years I enclose a copy of a letter which lesrning that
Genl, Wool nas just arrived st Vancoiver I addressed him on the 22nd
day of May, 1855, the second day after mysrrival at Walla Walla last
year,and some sSix days befiore going into the council which resulted in
greaties of Cession from the Nez Perces, Yakimas, Cayuses, Walla
Wallas and ymatillas,

Genl., ool however returned to San Fhancisco where my lstter
reached him and I passed on to the sources of the Missouri. I have
never received any answer to the letter,

I had previously in a letter to you dwelt upon the importance of
the ®® occupation of the Walla walla

i1 am sir, very r espectfully
Your most obedient (sic)
Isaac I, Stevens

Gov, & Supt.
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Proceedings of the Post Youncil of Administration ,which
assembls d at Fort Palles 0.T. pursuant to the following order
Headquarters Fort Dalles 0.T.
December 14th 1856

Order
No. 99

The post council of administration to consist of Byt, Major
P. Lugenbeel, Captain F.T. Dent, First Lieut I. Ven Voast 9th Infantry
will assemble at 11 o'clock tomoerow morning for the purpose of
nominating a post sutler end farwardimgxsuszkxmemixzxtisx transacting
such other business as may be presented.

Py order of Colonel Wright.
Signed P.T. Owen
2nd Lieut., 9th Infy. adjutant

Fort Dalles 0.T. 11 a.m. Dec. 15,1856 . The Councid met pursuent
to the above order, ell the memberspresent, and proceeded to the
business before 1t.

The colonel commdy. having submitted the application of the
followlng persons,
J.F. Noble
Samuel H. Green

T.P., Chiffelle
this
and B,H. Morse for t he appointment of sutler at thkm post . The

¥

counc il after delibera ions nominated Samuel H, Green as sutler for “ort

Dglles, 0.T. Signed Jas 'an Vost. Sigmd. P. Lugenbeel
1st lieut 9th infy, Bages spt. & Bvt. Major 9th
recorder resident of Council

Head quarters Fort Dalles, 0.T.. Dgcember 15, 1856. The

foregoing proceedings are approved, Signed G. Wright. “ol. 9th infy.

comdy., Hd. qrs. Fort Palles 0.T. June 21,1481 Official P.A, Owen
sic 2nd 1t. adjutant
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