Harney Dspot,
1st May, 1860
My dear mother:
When I last wrote you I wa: at Walla Walla waiting for

my horses to be brought up 88 from the herd-e-I started from this place
(late called Colville depoty since changed b’ our great general to Harney
Depot) the next afternoon and rode 20 miles to the Touchet cregke=-
Capt. and Mrs, Dent escorted me ten miles on my way.

The next day I reached Snake river, 25 miles further, early in
the day when I was detained until late the next day. The evenigg of
the third day went only 12 miles to the Palouse river, fourth day made
48 m'les, fifty day 42 miles to the Spokane river where I met
thg master's agent with a span of horses which I took‘gexchange for

N , leaviq;/
my own stumbling hacks and:h-ilﬁg my serveant with the baggage to come
on at hls leasure, started alone to travel 66 miles in one daye-I
v:ould have arrived quite eerly iM the afternoon but after riding 25 miles
in a brisk canter I fell izn with pr. Bessien and Lt, Harker who had losth
thelr way returning from a party of the boundary survey on the Pend 0'Reile
lake, Lthey had not the least idea where they weres and waere of course
deligh ed to see me., I had to slacken my pace on account of their
tired animals and did not get in until ten o'clock at night although
they were very agreeable and I had no ons to talk to since leaving
the Dents, I would much rathe~ hav: had my ownspeed than their slow company,
-I see 1n the N,Y, paper that Carr is coming across the Rogky

Mountains and over the plains with recruits for our regiment--we want
them badly, fifty of my company including all my own commissioNed
officers will be discharged this sumceRe-few of them will Reenlist, wagas
and projects of agriculture and grazing are so high that the soldiers all
think they can make forfunes~-many of them originally enlisted for the
sake of *getting their ¢transportation to this country or Cziifornia,

We are rather dull here at present, most of the officers having



be'n sent out on d-tached seRvice but we are all w-11 and T rather enjoy
the cuiet, With love to all
Affectionately yours
Jlg‘ Archer

Harney Depot W,T.
L4th June 1860
My dear mother:

Our la~t mx regular expressman disappointed us bringing
only letters from Walla Walla, Dalles and Vancouver, but although we have
no ceftain news from the east,(E::E}:}hich we belleve has come up, that
the Charleston convention has adjourned without dcing anytiing. I regrd
the southern members had good reason for disagrreing, it appears that the
Northern men of béth parties are bent on driving them out of the union,

The climate here is very different from that of Simcoe, ever

cince the breaking up of winter we have been visited by frequent rains
and for the last month no two days have passed withcut a thunder
Bhower, There is promise of an abundant harvest--many acres have beenput
in wheat, oats and barley for which a military post with four companies
the E,glish and American boundary commuissions, with their employes and
mules and horses, will furnish en ample market, Wheat has never since
I have bren here sold for less than four dollars per bushel, salt pork
at from 4O to 50 cents per pound, oats and everything else in proportion,

The country 1s covered with gstrabwerry V@R vines which are now
in full blossom, and give assurance of a plenty of that delicious fruit
80 if you pity my‘ w-~- in strawberry time at home, & can in return
feel most commiserative for you when ¥our strawberries are all gone
and ours are just in prefe tion, The weather has b en and is

perfectly delightful ‘
affectionat ely yours J.@, Archer



Harney Depot, W.T.
25th June, 1860
My dear mother

The ladt mail brought letters from Nannie, Mary,
Sister Hannah and Albert of 2nd, 16th, 29 April and 2 lMay. Wy love
to them and I will write when I hzve leasure time,
Lte. Camp with 20 men of my company ars out on the boundary line,
I will have discharged 50 of my comrany whose term of service has
expired, by the middle of next month so that I will have but about
a dozen left here at the post,
Nothing is doing here but buildi:g and gardening. I ride out frequently
but there 1s no shooting at present, In the course of two weeks now
the shooting season will comrmence with lenty of snipe, @®8CFa and grouse,
I am admirably prepared for it., I have a fine dog given to me by
Major Reynolds and an exceldent gun which I got last winter,
Maj. Lugenbsal may send mé out with my dozen men here to
take command of the escort now with Lt, Camp, I think I would pather go
than not as it would enzble me to visit the summit of the Rocky Mountains
and while there on duty I could take an excursion 150 miles beyond into
the buffalo country.
Three hundred recruits are coming across the plains to Join
our regiment so that in the fall ocur ccmpanies will be full again,
Tell 1ittle Henry that I accept his commission a - captain of his

company provided he will give me leave of :bsence until next fall, a year,

Affectionately Yours

Jeide Archer



The Snipe shooting season has com é&nced, I will be 10 days or so before
the grouse will be fit to shoot so that I expect to have plenty of game

for my table and plenty of sport for my le:zsure time,
I go to the marshes with Lt, Hughes this eveniniarney Depot W.T,

to shoot 9th July 1860
My dear mothers

By the last mail I received letters fronm home»lfate and
“ary, dated 12th and 18th May. We did what we could here to cllebrate
the national anrlvervary, Gg{};huns were fired in honor of the occasion=-
I did ®B#€ = «--demolishing a col at the@
played several games of billiards y dined quietly at home and afterwards
tock a ride on horsebuck with Mrs, Lugenbéﬁi on our rsturn found
the mail arrivede-finished the day ==88 reading letters and newspapaers,
Next day Lt. Wilson of the Royal engineers came up from
the Cplumbla, spent the day and dined with me, He is the only officer of
the British Commission B® who has yet ar~ived in our vicinity. They will
be engaged this summer betwsen the Cascade Mouanjns and Lake Pend
Oreille and will winter at temporary quarte~s now in course of construction
ne«r the Hudsonds Bay company trading post, on Columbia river, 15 miles
hence, About the 15tﬁ‘§3§§/1 am directed to procede on a tour of
inspection of the depot of suppl¥es at Lake Pend Oreille and of the
escorts along the boundary 1line., I expect to return by the last of
August. I refret that I could not have gone two weeks earlier
or that I will not remain absent until the middle of September in
order that I m ght have time to go over into the buffale ecountry east of
the Rocky Monntgins,
I hope to get & leave to go east in October of next year., 1 might
Just as well as not have gons when Wickliffe did, but I know 1t was

no use to apply then for a lexve although of all other times in



in ceRtainity my sowvices would have been dispensed with this sumrer
and sumuer is the time I would rather be at home, The whole of the
official correspondence of Gen., Harney ha= been published by
congress and has Just besn received here. I was not before aware that
he was so Justly apprecliated at Washington., General Scott's remarks
published with the correspondence, contains the following, viz:
"This act of the secretary with the that went direct fromhim to

Gen Harney onééi}l}%} it is hoped somewhat latter of the..
notion that he and his principal staff officer (Pleasanton) will
be Nle..4.Washington no matter what blunders either of t! em may
com it officlally” and close withg"I beg permission to add .that the
obligations of my station compsl me to suggest doubt whether it be
safe in respects to our foreign r letions, or just to the gallant
officer and men in the Oregon Deparrment , to leave them longer S0
great a distance subject to the ignorance ...;and caprice of the
present head quarter maste- of the départment,%

Gen, Harney goes home oqﬁ year's leave, has doubtless gone

over this --and Col, Wright sufceeds to the command of the department,
Affectionately. J .9. Archer

Harney Depot W.T.
22nd July 1860

My dear mother:

I received by last mail Nariie's letter of 3rd June,
I am sorry you are not going to Rock Run this summer now, especially as
the place 1s going to be approrriated by others. It would be all very
well I su pose if the place wers for rent and you could no more for it(sile)
as your own reslidence and for 1ts assocliation but I think I would about

soon think of asking anyone to lend me his tooth brush as his home,



That reminds me that I got a letter today from Lt, Harker who has boen
for two months gt Pend Oreille where he has built a log cabin.He will
not be there when I ar~ive about the last of next week and wants to say
that his house will be at my service during the two or thr e days that

I stop there on my way to the Kootenay country~-yester'ay the hottest

- day indeed the first very hot day we have had, I rode out to leok

for 86f grouse which are now large encugh to shoot and while I wes
beating up a thicket which I could not ride through my horse broke his
bridle and went home, lesving ms to walk back five milese~ the worst of
it wes that I did not find a single bird the whole day. Teday I went with
baj, L!ugenba§1 and Dr, Begsien to vigit the British Comu ssion,

The major 4invited them all to dine with him next Wednesday. I have
velunteered to furnish him gsme for the entertainment 1t would be a

hard matter to entertain them decently without it &nd am going out
early tomorvow morning, I am to furnish the grouse and Lt, Hughes the
snire and ducks,

The faymaatek‘ Maj . Regan is expected tomorrow. I have postponed my
trip to Pend Oreille and the Kootenay for his arrival and will be able
to stort next Thirsdayy I will be back by the last of August,

During my absence I expect my house to be plastere’ and otherwise finished,

We are beginning to live pretty well agoin on trout, game and excellent
vegetables, I will make about five hundred bushels of podatoes and other
vegrtables in proportion for my company. The strawbarry season is just
over, the strawberries ware not so abundant as they promised but we had
seversl masses of them.

We heard of the arrival at Port Benton of the party of escerts
for owr vegiment with whon Lt. Carr is coming, but it is uncertain
when they will get here, I will write by the next mail to Nannie, Albert

and Kate. With love to all, affectionately
Je¥e Archer,



:arnay Depot,
31st July, 1860
My dear Hannies
I enclose a paymsster's draft for $100 with which
please pay the smount of Henderson:s bill--go to Webb's watch and Jewelry
store and inquire for a watch which I left with them whan I was at hone
It was ruined by the fire in my wardrobe. I directed them to get new
works for 1t and informe® me when it would be done together vith the price
and keep it for furthe~ orders, Some considersble time after they wrots
me that for {50 difference a new watch exactly like 1t could be furnished
and requested an answer whiqh I neglected to give. I desire you to
tell them now that I want as I distinetly told them before the old case to
be repaired and fitted with excellent new works,
I will then be greatly obliged if you will in some way, if
pessible, that will make no telk and produce no mortification to her,
procure its delivery to its original posse sor, Miss Ellen Gassell.
I eesire you to use your rbest Judgment and the greatest delicacy in this
natter and if you do not see how 1t can be properly accomplished, keep
xhe watch until you hear from me further. If I knew her present address
concerning which I neglected to énquire when I was at home I would
have it sent to Vo by Wells & Fargo's express to Portland s Oregon whence
I could easily get it and then forward it to her myself., I think that would
be the better plan under the circumstances.
If you desire it partéuularly, you may sh v this to Mary,
I want with the wateh a gold key of the pattern in which

?
this ES:E% dovetall Into each other and can be turned only one way, I
fhink 1t is ¢ lled the "drunkard's key."



Ha

My de:r Nanrie: Harrsy Depct,32st July, 1860

I start tomcrrow morning for Lake Pend Oreille and the
Kootenay country. I have postponed my departure a long time awaiting the
arrival of the paymaster with whom I had business and sirce his arrival
for several days waitl: g for the eastern rail which is due new but
.e.Pend Oreille, I think no more than 60 miles off, 18 150 by the
most prlﬂ*icable tralls, It , as well as the Kootenay valley is represented
as swarm ng with mosquitoes, worse even than tle Opoyoos where we
were last summer, We are however well protected ageinst them, taught by
last sumrer's experiences, I made a requisition for m squito bars for the
whole comma,d under which we ¢ n sleep in peace and until bed time wd will
wear gloves and veils, These articles, which at home we ue are
accustomed <to regard as badges of effiminancy are however not necessary
he~e when the mosquitoes are not more troublessome than they are at Rock
Run, I shall take my dog and gun with me and fishing tackle and expect
to have a pleacant jaunt,
The commanding officer's state dinner to the Gritish Commission
passed off very agrseably to every body,
”i.greatly regret the resignation of Col., Steptoe, not only on account
o f his high character and my great esteem and liking for him but
also because his placels to be filled by the promction to our regiment
of Capt. Ketecham who is in every respect of the very littlest specimens
of humanity. Carr will soon be with us, He has been, during his leave
of absence, all over Europe, has -een the battle of Solfesine and Lord, hb
how he wlll espotulate when he comes,.I think of Sending out a small
d-putation of officers to meet him a fevw days Journey in order that he
may talk h’ self down to a more moderate flow of eloquence bafore he

reaches me, With love to all, Affecticnately J.g, Archer

1st Aug. My pack mules have been gone some two or three hours, I

am just mounting my horse to follow,onr mail not yet arrived.



Linyakwatun, W.T.
9th August, 1860
My dcar mother:

I left Harney Depot on the morning of the lst inst.,
traveled nearly south the first day to Spokane river, thence east up the
Spokane to a point nearly south of this and thence to this place whare
I arrived on the 6th, ti:e whole route, except except about 50 miles of
prairie on the Séokane being through heavy timbered country.
Linyakwatun 1s a depot of suprlies at the crossing of the Pend Orsille
and Clarks Fork of the Columbia about 12 miles below Lake Pend Oreille.
1t 1s pretty and WEBEER® situated on a grassy point of land jutting
out to the river and the breeze that sweeps over it keeps us free of
gnatts and mosquitoes and although I found it so delightful a place,
that I have stopped here until now to wait for my mail, answer my
letters and ?7 my animals, Yester-ay the expressman came in bringing a
letter fpom Nanrie dated June 18th, She mentions of receiving my letter
from Walla dux Walla but no mention of having receiv 4 one
the first of lMay which I sent by Pony Express. No mention is made either
of what you intend to do this summer, I should conclude that you intend
roasting of stewing your shins for the rest of the sumrer in the citye.
1 found no one here but a half dozen soldiers (the depot guard) and
for the first day had the whole place to myself, The sergeant gave me
the key of iarker's cabin vhere I found tabler and chairs and in fact
everything I could think of wanting. Dr., Kennedy and kr, King, the
naturalist and quartermaster of the survey eame in from the north and
extended the hosritality of the place . I have just sent out my little
train, consisting of a ssrveant @2 a packer and three pack mules,

I will leave at daybrezk tom rrow and overtake them before they reuch
the next skopping place,
My course hence is nearly north, 100 miles to the 49th parallel

thence about forty mile e-~t where I mxpect to find Harris' observatory



and thence if I have time I don't know how much further east to Mr,
Gardner's staticn at the summit of the R';,cky Mountains

With love to all

affettionately yours
J .3. Argher



Camp Kouyie (or

Konju} British Cclumbia
16th August, 1860

My dear mother:

The evening of the 9th instant I left Lenyakwatun(The
depot cn the Pend Oreille or Clark,.s Fork of Célumbia River--my two men whom
I ha? Bent on in the morning with the pack mules, with directions to stop
for me when the trail turns off to the north, found the river, passed
by the halting place without observing it; I dididn't discover their
.error until it was too late to turn back and had to push on twenty miles
further before they could recch grass for pasture. I arrived at the
appointed camping place at dusk- I rode on as fast as the ground
would permit and as long as there remained light enough to see
the tra'l, It soon became quite dark and I had %o bring my horse down
to a walk-=I could always tell yhan I got off the trail by the simple
fact that the timber was so dense--i-mense pines and cedars as large
agaln as your largest chestnuts--and so much obstructicn by fallen trees
that it was Jjust impossible to proceed any wheme else. I kept on slowly
in this groping manner until nesr 12 o'clock when my horse refused to
to go on and whenever I spurred hiu,@EE¥HIU would strike off from
thet-all and get tangled up in the timber, I then waited an hour
for the moon to rise, but when it came, its light could A6 make but
little impression on the derpdarkness of this forest . So I tisd my horse
to a tree and lying down by a log slept soundly until morning when I started
on at the earliest daylight and by 9 o'clock reached my next halting
place., Here my animals had a good rest and pasture until next morningee
lith, crossed the Kootenay river at a point called Chelenta, 64
miles from Lenyaskwatun--12th travelled a little west of north
25 miles down the Kootenay over one of the worst of trails, gener:zlly high
upo the snow hilis, up end down and around and across the most rugged

rocks and ravines; for the most part shut in from any view



by having timber, but occasionally from some high rock beholding a scene
of great grandeur--a vast solitude, miles and m(les of the broad,

slow river with 1ts islands, lakes and sloughs bounded by ranges

of high wooded mountaing,

It was at one of these open spaces where the winds long ageo had swept
down the trees and left a spot where gruss could grow and near a cold
“pring that I stopped for the night--spent the eveniig pleasantly
strolling around the rocks ‘hich afforded the best view--dined
heartily on grouse on which I killed from one to half a dozen a day.
The\gxggégé/was delightful temrerature and clear. I went to sleepf with
the perfect assurance of a sound right but about 10 o'clock w-s awakened
by the most terrific storm I eve- witnessed., The mountain seemed afire
with almost continuous blaze of lightning and with the roar of thunder
an” crashing of great trees formed a scene of submlimity to which in
my opinion the ridiculous is vios ly preferable.--13th, left the river
traveli g a little east of north 20 miles, :~rived =t Mr, Gardner's
astronomical station in time f£o dine with him--Gardner broke up
his ¢ mp the next day and proceded toward his next station
on the sumn t of tho Rocky Mountains. I should 1like to have gone with
him but on account of t he circuit he has to tﬁﬁiéfkthe north
which makes the distance 250 miles from Konyie instead of 150 as I had
surrosed it was, I wlll not have time. I have come up here to his fiﬂgt
traveling camp with him, He {8=88#5 goes on tomorrow while I remain

here two or thr o days to recruit? my animels, shoot and catch trout

in the Monyle river. I will finish my letter when I get back to Colville

WP OGP e e WD s S e W A W e

Lenyakwatun, W,T. 26th Ajgust. Arrived here 22nd, found Mr. King the
Quartermaster of the commission. This place is I think one of the most

agreeable in the whole of Washington territory. The river is wide and deep

with many low points projeeting into the stream--the water has



fallen more than 15 feet but instead of a margin of base mud to -=--the
banks, green beautiful gra-s has grown up as fast as the water has receded=~-
If I had my books with me as well as my fishing tackle I would rather
svend a month here than atan eastern awaiting place... I hgggeto day by
a different rout® which was not passable when I first ceme out here
on account of the high water which covered many points of the trail
I will cross again to the north bank of the river thence down the
river fifty miles to 8t. Ignatious mission--cr ss again to the left

bank and thence across the mountains 45 miles to Colville.

Colville depot

_ 2n4 Sept., 1860
Left Lenyakwatu 26th alto , traveled ten Miles the first day and
camped at mouth of Varmillion river--nest day 20 miles, camped

on Pend Oreille=-next day camped at the mission at an Indian village
of about 100 Indians--next day Q0® 29th Indians canoed me over and
troveled 15 miles to Summit of Pend Oreille mountains , six fmOQ6s
thousand feet high, next day 30 august 30 miles to Cclville=-stopred at
1l o'clock at a ecreek at the foot of the mountzin and let my horses
ané mules graze for kwmt three hours, bathed in the cool stream-
shot a half dozen grouse, dined saddled up and startgd egain, got into ¢
Colville at & o'clock p.m. found my REBSEE house finished, plastered,
painted, nicely floored.

The settlers in the valley in the midst of their whe=t harvest
Everything and everybody looks well,
Affectionately yours
J.J. Archer,



Colville depot, W.T,
17th %a:t,1860

My dear mother:

I received Nannie's letter of 17th and Mary's of 2nd
July by the last mall, one less than were due as I had not recsived a
letter from you b either of the two previous maills,

I had just got ready and wac: about starting to the Coeur déAlense
Mission(about 15 miles beyound Lake Coeur d'Alene and about 150 miles
from her ) to secure and bring to C§1ville, a WEE3A detachment of
150 rocruits., They are en route across the plains and Rocky Mountains
and form a portion of a larger body of recruits for the different
regiments in Oregon and Washington territories, Coeur de'Alene is the
point on the route nearest to this point. I was just about star ting
when an expressmen came in from Major Black who is in command of the
recruits saying thet on his arrival at Coeur de Alens he would detach
four officers to conduct the recruits into Colville so of course there was
np reason for me to go--If PO 1t were not for the American and British
commission which will both winter here we would I fear have a
rather lonely time. Capts. Fletcher angd *razer and Lt. Camp and
darker and Dr, Bemsin have all aprliijé:or 1%9ve of absence and

oast]
d Carr will be dAue soon .

will all get ite~ Wickcliffe, VanVorst
Carr had started with the recrults but & a rumor reazched us that he met
with an accident while ceming upthe Migsouri river which obliged him

to return and possibly may detain him until spring.

Affectionately

Yours, J.{. Archer



Colville pepot, W.T.
5th October 1860
ily dear mother:

The last mail anxiously looked for brought no letter from
home., We are brightening up a little here. Several of the grntlemen of the
commission are here. Lts, “arker, Van Voast (sic) and Wickcliffe and wifs
are expect d today and the officers of the British comnission make us
frequent visits--generally they arevery agreeable people, aespecially
Mr, Lord and Dr, Lysl hoth of whom have been mostly all over the
entire world, the latter on Arctic and Antarctic expeditions.

The winter has commenced but not with any thing like the severity
of la-t season, Today after a snow storm the weather has grown quite
warm. All well, With love to all at houe,

Affe tionately
J .g. Archer
P.S. I enclose a draft for $100 for the year 1860 for newspapers and
periodicals as follows:
To be sent to me at Colville Depcrt] WaTa: Blackwood's magazine,
Baltimor- Weekly Exchange and Pichmond Enquirer (Visekly)
To be s'nt to Nannie: Blackwood's magazine,
To Willie Smithsin The Ijlustrated London News or if that is not
interesting as I suspect it is, send something that 1is.

Comranding officer C§ I, 9th infantry; Colville Depot: London y EA@BAC
Edinburgh, Westm'nister and Brithsh,

Harper's Monthly and Weekly,.
London Illustrated News,

New York Herald, Weekly. New Ycrk Times (do)

The balance of draft to be kept for further orders.



Colville Depot, W.T.
5th October, 1860

My dear Mother:

Lts. Kautz, Hardin an® Carleton arrived 30th ulto with the
detachment of reeruits of whom I wrote in my last letter. They came by
steamboat to Fprt Benton on the upper M:ssouri s thence Lt. Mullan's new
emlgrant waggon road across the Rocky Mountainsto the Coeur de Alene
Mission and thence leaving the main body of the ™s@®f recruits who pro=
ceded direct to Walls galla came on here over the Indian trail.,

They sreak of their march as a very pleacsant one. The Rocky Mountains from
all I havebeen able to learn about them are a very small affair, The
pass by which the detachment crossed as well as other pacsses further
south is so gradual that for the course of the streams you would never
know you were ascending ofl®@ on the one side or descending on the othsr,
They are as nothing to the Casca‘e range in comparison with those high
8ierras, Lt, Kautz who has just returned from his Eyropean trip says the
Alps are not to be mentioned ror is Mt . Blaine to be thought of
when you look upon the gre:t peaks of Mcunt Baker or Adams, ,Ralnier, St,
Helens, Hood or Jefferson, The Cascades and not the Rocky lMountains are
raally the grest mountains of America axtending in a continuous
under the different names of the Andes orCordilleras in S;uth America,
the Slerra lmdwmrMadra 1n Mexico, the Sisrra N-vada in California and
the Cascades hers from the south of "South to ths north of North America
including in their range all the lofty peaks and volcanoes of the

continent,



Kautz, Hardin (sic) and Carleton left us day before yesterday
en roite for their respective regiments and companies, Major Lugenbeel
left 30th Sept. and Capt and Mrs, F,etcher 3rd Inst so that Capt Frazer,
Lt. Hughes and Dr. Besnin (sic ...this time légible and clear)
are the only officer left with me,

The entertainment of our gus-ts, the arrival of the recruits
qttenbion to fhe work of the unfl ished post and the preparation of the
monthly papers for the mail have kept me pretty busy for the last few '
days. I will have more leasure when I next write. Give my lofe
to all at home. Tell B ob I was glad to learn by the newspapers
that he is the Breckerridge and not the Déuglass wing. I would know
vary little of Maryland affairs if it were not for the newspapers

I remaln, my dear mother,

very affectionately yours

The departure of so many officers for the east this fall
reminds me a 1itt1§ toc much of hew pleasant =zsuch a trip would be for
me. But 1 t 1s well I did not apply for as there will be so many
other officers of my com any , I could not have obtal ed a leave-=neither
cen I hope for one next summer as Col. Wright, in command of the
deportment, has decided that none will be given during the -sesson
for field operations,



Ceolville Depot, W.T.
22rd Octoher, 1860
My dear mother:
«.Major Lguganbeel return-d last Thuwrsday accompanied by Bvt,
Lt, Colonel Emory of the Cavalry,acting inspector general who completed his
inspection of the post and was away agaiN by 1l oqclock the next day.
Dr, Hammoné of the coast came in from the Rocky Mountains a wesk ago,
We have since heard from the easter -most party of the boundary
survey that they do not expect to get of 7 the summit of the mountains
before the last of October. They are likely to have a severe time coming in and
I would not be surprised they should lose some of their men JEEESURH
through intense cold and snow,
Lt. Camp who 1s with the party and who has a keave of absence
to com ence from his return here, will not, I am afraid, be able to get
home this winter. Carr has not been heard from si:ce he came back sick from
the detachment of recruits at Fort Benton,
You wil! have heard before this of the massacre of emigrants on the
road from Salt Lake to Walla Walla, We know very little about
this except that it was a terrible affair and that Capt . Dent
has been sent out on the road with his company and about 40
dragoons,
This event, will I think, ensure the erection of a post somewhere
in the neighborhood of Boise river which emptiesinto Snake or Lewls
river of the COlumbla about 300 miles due south from C_lville.
It is probable that in the spring the boundary comm ssion having finished
bts survey, that this post will be reduced by one or two companies
which may be sent to bulld and garrison the new post in the Boisee(sic)
country. It 1s represented as the most desolate and most extensive
of all the deserts west of th Rocky Mountains. Nobody is anxious for the
lot to fall to himéelf. We have been enfoying delightful Indian

summer weather for the last three weeks « All well, Love to all

affoctionatsely Your=- J.&. Arfher,



Fort Cplville, W.T.
27th Janvery, 1860
My dear mother:
By the last express I ~eceived letters fro: Aqybert and
B8ister of 28th Gct and from Nannie of 3d and 27 November
I am surpriseq&ou should not be avare of the change made last spring
in the mail arrangements I@Bm for California, which accounted for the
apparent irregularity of my letters hcme,
Tkpve 1s a w=ckly overland mail from San Francisco by which

I believe all the lettsrs are sent--but the mail is carried only twice a

B ATy ——

month, TEE gEETd There 1s also a pony express from San Francisco which

carries letters in a much shorter time for $5 a half ounce, I have
only sent one by that way. We have only just received the results of the
presidential ele-tion, The permanent sectiona#kéaority has now control

of the executive branch of the government and will maintain it to the
end--1t will socn have congrecss and the federal judiciary pass any acts
whatever decided them to be constitutiocnal by the judges and emecute

them by the president at the head of the whole ph sic 1 force of the
country=-~ Agai st such an array the £@ minority of its state will be
completely at the mercy of the majority --in fact enslaved b it., The
minority, the south, will secede for the ri ght of secession is all that
1= left. T!'e result may be a peaceful establishmentof a southern
republic, the North may try to force the secedi:g states back into the union or
after peacseful secession a reunion may come to pass with a new and better
constitution which will ro what the old constitution intended

y preserve the rights of e:uch state against the power of the absclute
control of the majority. I think ahd hope the latter may be the rasult,
by this;time you will probably know, I await with gre t anxiety the

action of Maryland my firs t and last duty is to be with her if she secedes, then
the moment she dces I throw up my commission i1 the USA, return home

and offer my services to the gove—nor, Rgcoived letters from Carr and
Harvie. 17th. Nov. oth married. first tn Miss Witts of RPoannaka. nthar tn



Fort c.lville, W,T,
17th kKarch, 1861

My dear mother:
By last mail I receilv 4 Mary and Nan:ie's letters ,
dated 7th and 18th of January.

It scems wonderful how calmly they can ignore the great events that
are transpiring around them. I do not think they would take so little
notice of it if it were only a thuhder shower gulded by a kind providence
but here wd have a revolution? wiéh the. and black republicanism
v Beeesl /11111523

I 30 not carf so much about their opn opinions on the su Ject but

I want to know what part all our friends and relatives are taking-=-
what would I not give to be in Maryland now,

The cource of Karyland is so plain I cannot comprehend how she should
nobe be annoncmcus. The constitution was destroyed the moment a permanent
majority was organized, able to control eventually every branch of the
government . The union was destroyed b the consequent secesesion of the
southern st=tes, The question is, shall we take advanta;e of these events
to make a permenent harmonous reunion of equal states or not. It can be
done but not by the adoptio of any (:::>some radical change 1s necessary.

Something that willS®®U give sccurity for all time to come against the
agplution rowers of the majority , for all parties and for all se tlons,

IEvery state, whether North or South, which values 1ts rights, should
secede and remain out of the union until const tutional powers werse
adopted that would require at le st three fourths of the electorial
college to ¥ name a BIAdd president and the same or nearly the same
prop rtion of senators to pass a law. I woule almost favor a veto on the
passage of laws placed in the hands of the senators from any one state.

Nothing much short of this will restore harmony and a feeling of
gecurity to the country, no pe:c» that is not made on some such basis

can be lasting, It woul’ be a pitty for letting the opportunity pass by for
correcting the mistakes of the old constitution.. With love to all



Fort ¥olville, W.T.

14th April, 1861
My dear mother?

Mary's letter of January 28th and Nannie's of February 8

were both receive? together by the mail before the last,

I was absent when they came=--20th , on information of an affray
betwe n some miners and Indians cn the Columbia near the mouth of
the Pend d'Orielle in which five Indians and three whites were killed, I was
sent up'withJGO men of my company. I left here the same day at
10 “'clock and ~esched the post of the British com:ission at 014
Colville in time to cross the river with my company ané back animals
before sunset. I then dilnedin the mess of the officers of the commnissicn whic
occupled me until 9 o'clock when I went across again to my company. I had
scarcely wrapped myself in my blankets when it com'enced raining, It
centinued to rain, snow sleet or hail almost without interm ssion
8 for five days and as we went out without tents our blankets an? clothes
were wel during all thet time. Arrived at mouth of the Pend Orielle
22 gbout 12 o'clock. Distance marched from here 63 miles=-remained
at Pend Orielle until 3 Inst during which time theore wsre only two days
without rain or snowe When I arrived at the Pend Orielle the Indians to the nu
number of 50 had assembled at the mouth of the Xootenay 35 m’les
flurthe~ up the C~lumbia and the same distance north cof our cundary, entirely
out of my reech . I was glad afterwards that 1t wa- so when on
investigation I had lecrned that the affray had been a whiskey fight and
confined to the partles engaged of from ten to a dczen on each side,
It took my ﬁessanger whom I sent up to the Indian camp to summon the
chiefs to meet me more than a day to march it, traveling as he was
obliged to do on snow shoes while the chiefs came down to my camp in their

birch bark cances in between four and five hours., The matter was

settled to the satisfaction of all parties.



The miners, who had bsen much frightened and were all =bout le ving the
country resumed their work and the Indians dispatched to their hunting
ground,

I had fine weather on my way back and being in no hurry toock my
time and did not arrive until the 6th

I 'an completely disgusted with the dilatcry course of Maryland,
Haveapplied for a leave of absence which may poss’'bly enable me to
lesve in six weeks, W41l resign as soon as I lsarn that Maryland
has learned at la-=t what she o ght to have done already and will be compelled
to do. |

The vnion is at an end--the on 'y question(if it is a question* for Maryland
is the choice batween the s ctions,

With love to all
affectionately J.g. Archer



Fort Colville, W,T.
lst #uy, 1861
iy dear Mother:
1 wrote you in my last that I had applierd (sic) for a
leave of asbence ard that it wa possible that I mi ht get it by
the 1st June. It is scarcely possible I can get 1t before July
as there is no other officers present with my com’anye. And the probability
1s that I will not get it before Novem er for it is a general rule not to
grant le ves during the sumrer and early fall months. For s mor.th past
I have been holding drill every morning at 5 le2 o'clock and breakfasting
t7
Capts, Fletche~ and Frager and Lts, Carr, Harvie and Alexarder of our
rege. have resigned. They @66 were tn e ve at the east at the time,
(Harvie married Miss Meade near Richmond)(Carr married
Miss Watts of Roanoke)
I am so thoroughly di-gusted with the shameful attitude of liaryland
in the impending crisis that I forbear to say a word on the subject.
Oh that I could have b =n at home from tha day of the presidential

ea i
“leection until now that I ecould have joined my GSRE—mEREEmi-ovoice

to the call &BFs Bgrowikho seemed to see and appreciate the
interest and honor of laryland,
With love to all of yocug

J.@L Archer,



Fort Yamhill,
12th July, 1661
My dear brother?
It seems 1dle for me to write on the questions

which now abﬂ-rl;all the interest of every man in the whole country. Before
my letters rerch you the events to which they relate with their

immediate congequences have becore history as indead they already have,
before tidi gs of them come to cadden, to mortify and humiliéte me in my
remote solituds.

I had sent forwa d my resignation before I Beceived yoir letter

advisi g me not to resign. I sent it with the utmost honor and
righteous indignitation against the isms of the north peorle and the base and
eee.s. Who are upholding them in Maryland., Napoleon 1s reported tc have
said rhat Providence always was with that side which had the heaviest
artillery but I humbly believe that the battle is not always to the
gstrong nor the race to the swiftest. Maryland wlll sometime

stan again and 1t is awful to contemplate the just vengeance she
will visit upon those of her sons who have betrayed her to her foes.

How much have Gov, BE@€#d Hicks and hié party to answer for in

suffering the constitutional voice of Maryland in this
gOVG"nmént--only let a ccnvention cf her peorle have spoken and it would

have been cheyed whatever it might have ccunselleds

I arrived here today and expect, as Col. Wright promised me, to be
relieyed from the com and of the fort in a few days as socn perhaps as 1 can
complets the complete the papers comensurate with turning over the
company.--ordnance, comn’' ssary and cuartermaster store of the
post meking out mustering and pay rolls etc.

Yours truly,
J.g, Archer



Eo gt Yamhiii, ore,
1@th July, 1861
Ry dear mother: Arrived at Fort Dalles 7th inst and received orders to
continue to Fort Yamhill and arsume comrand of that post. There was neo
choice except to obey except leave my company en rnute without an officer
Proceded next day b Steamboat down the C. umbia and up the Willamette and
to Yamhill W88~ thence to Dayton, thence marched 36 mlles to Fort Yamhill
where I arrived 12 o'clock, ﬁkis is the most beautiful , 4delightful and des-
irable post cn the Pacific coast, Tig country is fertile and whell cult*vated.
The post isself situated on a hill overlooking the Yamhill river which is
here about the size of Peeré?reak. The view from my gqyarters is very like
that from Biestford but more GgRE beautiful. Everything af®d on which
it can rest for many mile: distant is green as emersld, the faint green
paling into blus in the distance, the coast ran e mountains,
A low gap Iin 1ts mountains lets the delightful ses breeze from the
@gse®] Pacific ocean whieh is only fifteen miles off.
o In coman of this post with no one to interfer with me I know of no
-éituation which under ordinary circumstances could have bren SErfaEhita
more agresable to me; In all human probability too I would have bran
left quietly here during the war but by here it would en=zble the U,S,
government to send other officers to fight against my peopde and when I
get home I will be able to fight for them, I have Just turned over
the command of my post and company and® all the govt. property to Lt,
Sheridan of the Wth infty and tomorrow I leave for the east, I have
obtalred fron @@, Gen, Sumner a lesve of absence of sixt: days based
on my TEs@@dm -resignation which I sent off about the 10th of May
last €@-so I am ro lon er a U.,S, officar,
Fort Vancouver, W.T. q23rd July
I am hsre as the guest of Capt. Black. The officers here treat me with
great kindness and hospitality, especially Black, Capt. Mo row and Col, Wright
add his f nlly. The colonel gave me duplicates of his photograph



taken on visiting cards, lirs, Wright asked me to send one of them to
Nannie with her love
. San Francisco, July 23
..t ere are so many fe~deral officers going east in the stesamers that I

Bear that should I go that way I will be recognized. I leave this evaning
by steamboat for Sacramento thence by overland mail stage to St. Lo.
Should I find on arrival at Fort Kearney that I will not be able to get
throigh M ssouri I will get horses and ride across outsids the
Kansas se*tlement into Arkansas,

Col. Wright's parting with me was very kind. He expressed regl
regret at my le ving his regiment but not a word of disaprroval of

my course. I think he was satisfiled I was right although he could rot

69 say so,
Naskville, Tenn
24th Aug, 1861
or
Arrivad here last @ ight en routs 1 Richmond Va, I had thought of

going ---- and reporting to Pillow but am anxious to 1 can directly be in the h
help of liaryla d, besides I want to be ne:r Bob whom I was told in

8an Francisco is in the C.S. army in V:rginia.

Louiseville, KY
23rd Aug,1861
My dear lother
Arrived here yesterday after coming ovarland from
San Francisco, Ran the gantlet all the way from St Joseph
‘through camps of Northern so diers and travelled in the same cars
with companies of men from the north, Was not regognized and met with
no other danger than t e inspesction of my bagagnage in 1&35333&0

Indiana opposite this place,



Whenever you write to me send your letters under oover dire ted
to Major John Copenton, Louispville KY ., I am as yet
undocided a” er arriving in Nashville, Tenn., I will go to ®m4ichmond cr to
southern lissorri whichever I may corclude will bs best for the causa,
God help the people of poor, HMaryland, Evermore, my de rast

mcther, wit™ -- of love, your son, J.G. Archer,

Richmord, Va, 27th Aug, 1861
My dear Bob:

I sent in my resignatéion dated 10th May waited for an answer from
from Dept. hot and sterted off on seven days ceave to report myself to
Gen.Summers aB a passenger going =-roing--rode down to Ft. Walla
Walla (210 ) miles amd found that my company was ordered to Ft. Dalles
Oregon’/, As I had left my companyvvithout an officer and as there was
no of ficer at Colville available for the duty, I raturned to Colville
and brought my company down., On the way I meceived orders
to take my company to F;rt Yamhill. There was no option but to obey or

else laave the company en route without an officer



Richmond Va, 27th Sept,
1860

My dear brother:

I have not been able tc get = majority for vou
but Gov, Letcher has promised to give you the Lt, C.lonelcy vacated
by my resignation which I teondered to him on that cendition==my purpose and
expectaticn in of fering my resignation wes to fall back on my confederate
army rank and cerve as a volunteer aidl I filed my resignation yesterday
and this mornirg much to my surprise recrived a premition
cflonel in the provisional army with orders to take com: and of the
16 companies of Texans which have lately arrived here. I have met with
many kind friends here, chief among them Gen Anderson, late of the
U.S. Senate from Tennesse, Phil &andridge whom I thin has been my most effective
friend and anAd Dandrecge's friends all of whom treat me as their own.
1 @esire you when you mee* Majo» Carr to remember t at he is my espscial
"riend, the same Carr who was called ¥ Tampeco Car when Wwe were in New
York. Capt. Pickes, late 9th infantry now Col 1s in com and of the
digstrict where you are going. he is a strict diseiplinarian but most kind to
you. Col, liallor your immediate commander you wiol find as kind as
podsible, You mus accept the Ltl Ccloneley., I will try to get you
orders to report to Col. Mallory in time toc send them up to Yairfax Station
so that you c¢'n meet them thers

Call at the post offlice when you come to Richmond, If you
A0 not find a letter from me cal on Maj. Weston at Exchange

dotel
Jegs Archer



Richmond Va, 1lst Oct, 1861

My de:r Boh
Myﬁﬁaﬁéd The governor has appointed you a Lte. Col, of
Virginia Voluntee s. I wroteyou befc re that I could : ot get you
a majority, You will be with my friends, Cole. Picket and Col.
Mallory . Your orders I have sent to Fairfox station, Care of Maj.
“punni r?

(

You are order d by the Sect of War to report to Cpl. Mallory at Tappahannock
near Fredericksburg, Va, Col, Pickett wic com ands t em and Col,

Mallory are beth my friends,
J9A.

Richmond, Va, 29th Aug, 1867

My dear brothe~:

I have entirely recovered my health and today
mobed all my baggage to camp, I had scarcely got comfortably fixed be ore
Gen Wigfold® in whose brigage the 4th and # Sth Texans are included
sent for the firld officers of hhe T xans to coms in to see him,.
He expects the president to allow him to take over rgt. up to the
Potomac day after tomorrow,. .

I saw Garnett who told me he had seen yoW at Fredericksburg, also





