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GIANT PONDEROSA,..This huge tree,QEUoSuNupm
breaker Ponderosa Pine, was a sapling hundreds of years ago. (GNP

Large numbers of trees of this type are found in the Yakima Forest.
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vndreds of people late each suvmmer to ecamp and pick huckleberries,

Huckleberry .Potato Hill on the slopes of 4R Mount Adams
»
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% THE YAKIMA INDIAN FOREST

the eastern slope of the Cascade Mowitain Range, at elevations

O to 7,000 feel mense—sesTdwwsd the Valiima Indian Foresht oceounics
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slopeg are long and comparatively gentle, the high ridges and peaks are rounded rather

Hion—aasnense—Alihon b Ee&FLalf—million Acres jesset, W mountalinous,

than sharp or jagged, and an estimated() Joillion feet of merchantable timber softens
the harsh skeletal shape of the land. The scenic effect is soothing and_peacéful
rather than spectacular and fearful.

For untold generations before the encroa0ﬂment of our modern world, the Yakima
Indians found in the forest both material and spiritusl values., OFf the matgrial value
food was of major concern; wood products were secondary. Beginning in the early spring
at lover elevations, valuable root plants such as the bitterroot, camas, and a host of
others provided a source of food for the diggihg. The green shoots of these plants
signaling the end of winter, the beginning of a new cycle of life, brought forth the

Red amen
bzniuuiuu e o ann] anuuﬁ] migration of the B=ddsms to the mountains and the forest.

CT%ls mlnrptlon continued to higher elevations as the season advenced, seeking grme

such as elk and deer, and ended finally almost at timber line in the autumn af—tise

tecth the doad Guest
ovsteaie harvest of the bountiful huclkleberri This annual sdgmstg=n was a rythmic,

cyclic !qg'of life in tune with nature and &f deep significance because of the inter—
weaving of spiritual with material values. Harvesting of £he products of the forest,
the roots and the berries,wefé preceded by significant and appropriate religious
cerenonies; the forest was revered in the feeling that the earth was the wother and
he trees were the mother's hair or covering, and neither were to be destroyed or
injured.
Pattegn

This weywab=le and this sense of values, disiniekes diminishing in intensity
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has continued to the nresent time. Tew material values have developed and Lhe ma e
Rl

F

i ol



(2

product of tie forest is now timber. Notwithstanding, the brilliant but brief sprin
fecd Voots

flowering of the heshemssmedymmderamess finds many EEews journeying to tihe accustomed

bocks ,
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root digging me=y, travelling by motor car rather than by horse, remaining perhaps
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only briéfly, but feeling again the strong pulse of awakening life at the end of
InFLUGrn (R
winter and relaxing in the smeweesR=tw% soothing and spiritual ‘== of their forest,
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Change in the character of the forest during the century which has elapsed, since

signing of‘ﬂm&?ﬁeaty} » has been surprisingly
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limited. Fire, historically unrecorded but recurrent with the final burn occuq%ng

ldtetciefbosisefed
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in 1918, owsgde=treiy destroyed a portion of the forest in the norlhwest corner of the
reservation, the present famous Potato Hill huckleberry areaffigégs spectacular bub
hugely destructive was an epideiic of the pine butterfly which, centered in the Cedar
Valley region, destroyed hundreds of nillions of feet of ponderosas pine over a hundred
thousand acre area during the latter part of the last century. Older Indians remember
the clouds of these tiny white butterflies hovering over the forest during the course
of the epidemic. The Cedar Valley arca today is characterized by a heavily stocked

S/ , | L e
stand of young ronderesaf@me under a scattered overstory of mature pine which survived
the insect attack and scrved as seed trees to replenish the forest,

By far the greatest change in forest character has come about by the see:ing
paradox of adequate fire protection. Fire protection effort has been so successful
for almost a half century that large amounts of heavy fuels have accumulated, and tree
reproduction has not only eliminated most of the open grassy pine areas but is convertin
the pine stands to fir type. Originally fires were recurrent throughout the forest,
often by intentional origin on the part of the Indians who burned usually in the fall
6ccaRKen(e
of the year when danger of fire damage was low. The frequent eeememre= of fires
prevented accumulation of large amounts of fuel and ceasesseddy resulted in light burns
+oo, 2t
of relatively little damagexgggslénknowiugly, prevented invasion of pine areas by less
‘ wheeh mesults

desirable species such as fir,and prevented as well the stagnation neswkbass from over-—

stocking @ the land with reproduction.
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Despite all this

» the abortive efforts of homesteaders to fari. forest
lands in the Cedar Valley arca which, through error in orlginal boundary surveys was
1ot included as part of the reservation until early in the present century, the pattern
of the forest upon the land has changed lillle rore than shining lt. Adsms, standing
sentinel-like upon the western edge, has changed in the past century. The forest still
clothes the nobher earth,

The pattern of the forest upon the land is deterrined by moisture. Above the
lush irrigeted valleys with annual precipitation of only seven or eight inches, parched
foothills extend to an irregular line where an snnual fourbeen or fifteen inches of
precipitation enable trees to grow, Garryyﬂgg constitutes tiie timber firinge at the

(4

lower elevation. Proceeding westward as both elevation and precipitation increased,
- meRiyes
with fir and, in a limiled portion of

the oak nerges wilh vonderosa pinex'f}w pine

the western portion where annual precipitation of fifty or sixty inches occur® the fir
st coast foresl Dbype,

' OR
constitutes the rain or u [ols ssociate specieg\hfjtesterﬂ

= w.f?‘/p
hemlock and western red cedar sone mixture throushout of western larch,

western white pine, and Englemann/ﬁ;ruce, 7ith pure lodgerole pine type, generally

at hicher eleVﬁhionsufandzztﬂn\kwﬁoxm sub=alpine spaciles reachiemy to timberline on
, : =
the east slope of it. Adams and t'e high points at the crest of the Cascades.
/

‘blun of the. ¥

The earliesy known of Micisd

conteined im\a/leller of Ocholer Y60 fron Idward

Affsirs and Washingbon dressed Lo the ComMisslioner of Indialy Affzirs.
(al 3
Cousmenting ekima Reservelfipn, Superintenden!. Sdary stated:
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menyyloned biber solely it

rious Agenbs and Superintendents, are a good source for ‘such
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U”der dete ¢f January 2, 1862, F. F. Kendall, Suveriptendent of\ Indian Lfgairs,

1

w&Shl#SQOH Terrjtory, repopted thay he "found a bawmill fhich had b erected by

|
Agent\LansdalP

—- =" Unddr date/ of August 28, 0863, Agent Bancroft rerortefl the

¥

s, ehc.;" and iy Y664 H. C. Thompson, \feporting on fgrm actiyities, wrote:

"A o wve, ab diffegent times during thefpeslt year, been engag, gebting
saw-logg ¥o the sawnill; theflwmber to be used in/making dwelling housep, dut-houses,

threshing floors, etc., andfaftey being frnished with \proper tools, sfiitable team
and wager\, they have made #hrifty\work of it."
the small Agency sawm{lls contimyed to be oNerated to f time eadily

e \nenory of the plder ¥akima people, fhese operatipns werefsinzll, producing
of no

for their owr] and for Agengy use, fand the impact\upon ffhe forest wa

ther than fhat stands of fine ypung growth have \develloped upon thd small

areas of these \early cutking operations,

Other localluse opdrations producing Yoles, posts and fuelwod likewise had\little
p (&1 2 (]

0]

ffect upon the {drest. Interestiq}y, howevd§r, some evidence of and occupancy\can

be found in almost &very part of the forest. .

etates .

Grazing use opemes—ee=sz Daclk €mr beyond the signing of Lhe'ﬂ?eaty*gﬁ:&nﬂﬁﬂ,
125%, ~ven fhe forest provided swaner range for bhe vash horse herds of that day when
tiie people counted their wealth by the nutee——®mmZee horse® they owmed. Grazing

: . B o NVow
values have continued, domestic livestock replacing the horse reds., and aq—sresest
two-thirds of the range capscity is used by Indian owned du====Fr Ewestock, pr1n01§1J
R .
cattle, The bted=mmee is sold under grazing permit, mostly for sheep grazing, to non-
J% Indian stoclmens Grezing is a managed integrated part of tlie forest use.
Although the potentials of commercial timber utilization and development of
- _ : becaunse
revenues thereflroi became apparent edrly in the present century, values were low dze

aF the comparatively inaccessable location of the lorest in terss of transportation

methods then existing. The Indians, their way of life and their spirituel values sg

Permit  Fimber Cut f‘”‘%x
closely interwoven with their forest, were reluctant to Lwwe tro—tisbaa ewb t was
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not until 1941 that the Yakima Tribe, in a General Council on June 20 of that year,
Commercrat

gave consent to Autilization and development of their timber through a sgale program.

Once decided upon a course of '101’101’], the tribe has wholeheartedly supported and

& pwaise ancl P""""""""“":~ ,g_;g-!-e-.‘f"
voriked toward development oJ’:‘ twe forest nmanagement program even to the pesrt of partial

financingaf eng TS, FIRST )’“4'-&:)(2 € al e @

The first sale of timber of any consequence was made to the Cascade Luuber Company,
of Yakime, LEE=metagy under a conbract approved larch 30, 1944, and a second sale was
made to the sae company in 1945, These were comparatively small sales, involving only
9 million feet of ponderosa pine timber on 2,600 acres of tribal land, and at low
stumpage rates of 42.75 per M feet B.il. on the [irst sale and §3¢&8 on the second.
Cutting under these contracts was completed in 1946,

It was not until August 1948, when sale was made of the Sumnit Creek logzing Unit,
that a major timber sale program got under way. DBy that time timber values and deiand
had increased treiendously, and prices received hgsse grestly exceeded original estimates

The following summaery shows the development of the timber sa.];e prograx to the end

) A-f-fre.ren'r‘ a/nffer valies
of 1954. Bawstmp—faptber inflalden, receipts will continue at about the 1954 level but
annual volute cut will be increased by a few million feet:

CALENDAR YEAR RFCORD OF VOLUME & VALUE® BY LAND STATUS
OF TIMBIER CUT UNDER TT.BE: SALE PROGRAM

- YAKTMA TNDIAN T““ERV”TI oI

}d (,; ) a ¢
Tribal - | Hllobbed ~& Total”

Year Volume Value Volume Value Volume Value
1944~46 9,171 1 423,614 - - - 9,171 M 23,614
1949 5,268 70,749 2,817 M $39,420 8,085 110,169
1950 23,212 282,516 6,532 78,760 29, Tht 361,276
1951 32,707 552,711 74263 137,212 39,970 690,023
1952 32,177 826,796 75 T2 Ll 495 99599 998,291
1953 36,369 1,032,888 21,960 593,096 58,329 1,625,984,
1954, 37,203 990,966 23,092 611,855 60,295 1,602,821
TOTALS  176,107M $3,780,24,0 69,406M  $1,631,938 245,513 $5,412,178

#Values shown are full values, and the lO deduction for administrative costs
must be made to arrive at the net walue accruing to the tribe and to allottees.
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Income from sale of timber constitutes the major source of tribal revenue and
has enabled the tribe to develop and finance teZysd activities ame=prozr==s of
increasing 1upowthce.

Timber harvesting and forest ma-awenené\ﬁs conducted under the principles of

sustzinad yield. Trees are destgmrrerm rmarked for cutbting by techmical foresters
m=izr the selection method of cutting which removes the old mature and weal trees and
lenves the younger thrifty trees to stock the land. Under this method of cutting all
*
forest values, including that of watershed which is of inecreasing imporbance in
irrigeting the potentially rich tillable lands of the valleys, .are fully protected,
U g
The earth renains clothed by the forest, and the Indian owners zad foresters have a
cormon objective designed to prevent either injury or destruction te the earth or
(=} [ e o e
the forest. ; '
Ualued ot £67,000,000 5B
he value of the destructible resources of the forest arca are estimabed at
267,0005000, and protection frow fire is of basic importance and of increasing con-
cern becruse of the large accumlation of heavy fuel and of the dense stands of
coniferous reproduction. ZLogging and silvicultural practices are slowly improving
&
this situvation and can be expocted eventu r to bring it into belbter ba lancefﬂ Two
. . a o . .
wild and roadless areas, totaling /3 3,99 acpas, have been established and, being
2 (=] 7 3 ©
roadless, add to fire protection difficulty due to inacecessibility. Although the
average annual nuuber of fires is only 34, lightning is a conbinuous threat gs—tn

and more than forty fires hsve occurred as bthe result of a single

storm.,.

Because of the high value of the resources and of the high I[ire danger, lhe
tribe closes the fores® area Lo the general public. The result is bthat the number

ires within the forest has been neglizible,

s
{ands
The reservationYsre privele rather than ;n.l.’a;wli.c:J:E:_-wt, unlike

tonal /W‘\.;, and are for Lhe exclusive use of Lheir Indion

Lional Forests "—'l,-d),Z

owners; and publie funds are nyt availalle for providing public facilities and use.

b =
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The forest menagenent program is financed by a deduclion of 4=n ier(c:ml, e ———

gross tlaber receipts.

The nundred yerrs elapsing sincs the Trealy have brought forth

11 upon the Yakina Indirn PForest. Although

cct has been s

corviercial utilization ard develorment s e, Nas now comuenced, the forest

ﬂl 1

can under sound menagement practices be perpetualtindefinitely with no lessening
eithier of spirituval or material values. fidau measurss life in the span of generatiouns

but the life span of a wisely managed forest is endless.



. YARKTMA TRIBAL CLAIMS AGAINST THE UNITED STATES

i @P&€r to settle these long—standing claims)Gongress‘ by Act of Avgust 13,
due
19&6.(60 Stat. 101;9) created the Indian Claims Commission, and SEimc—Emi=%o it

RSN

authority to settle finally all of these ¥v@Essm tribal claims.
The Yakima Tribe, through its attorney, Paul M. Niebell, G=outsms of Washington,
D. C., has filed the following claims before the Indian Claims Commissionfm
— M {
B

_ 1. CASE NO. 47y or the boundary claim, involves a question of
whetheT The present boundaries of the Yakima Reservation eonform to
the boundaries described in the Yakima Treaty.oét—Smm ..
Certain additional areas are claimed along the northern, western,
southwestern, and eastern boundaries of the ‘Weservation. A
decision of the Indian Claims Commission has awarded a finding of
liability against the United States for the value of 48,428.15
acres which by error were excluded from the Yakime Reservation.

@ ~— GASE 0. 1WA involves a claim for the depletion of the

salmon Tuns in the Columbia River and its tributaries, caused by the
construction of Bonneville and other dams, and the consequent loss
of income to @ Yakima Ixmdgem fishermen.

3. CASE NO. 160 involves a claim for the diversion of the waters
of the Ahtanum, and the consequent loss of irrigation waters to Indian

ovned lands within the Deundesbeseed—tim—¥aldige Heservation, hoyn dakies

L, CASE NO. 161 presents a claim for the true value of 10,8&5,000

acres of lands in 1855, which the Yakima Tribe was forced to cede to
the United States under the Treaty of June 9, 1855, for i(irecmembenl o
consgideration of less than five cents an acre.

té. CASE NO. 162)presents a claim for the true value of 23, 060

acres of land in- 1894 known as the Wenatshapam Fishery tract which

the Yakima Tribe was forced to cede to the United States.in 1894 for
the'nominal ¢omsideration of $20,000., or about &7 cents an acre. This
tract was reserved to the Yakima Tribe by Article 10 of the Yakima Treaty
sy X85, and consisted of one township of land located at Lake
Wenatchee, and including part of that lake and Fish Lake.

6. OCASE I\IO 16 requests an accounting of the Kx/vernment's disburse-

ments made in fulfillment of its obligations to the Yakima Tribe under the
terms of the “fmximm Treaty oS —mse—o—I35s.




CASE NO. 16Usinvolves a claim for the lands lost to the Yakima

Tribe through the erroneous allotments of #éservation lands to
persons who were not of the blood of the tribes which compose the
Yakima Tribe. These errors were made by allotting agents of the United
States.

. CASE NO. 16R)involves a claim for and on behalf of the Wishram

Tribe for property lost during the Yakima War of 1856. The camp of
these friendly Indians was destroyed by the United States troovs by
error and the value of the proverty thus lost by this tribe was never
paid to them.

The sswe cases could result in a money judgment only against the United States,
if the Imddmrf¥sdme Commission decides the issues in favor of the Yakima Tribe.

In cases involving lands no titles will be disturbed in the hands of the present
land owmers, nor will they be required to defend their titles-in the ﬂ%urts. The

disputes will be settled solely between the United States and the Yakima Tribe.
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