Lettors from the “Yalles: Boll No, 17
Ofrice %, 07 4 Com vL,v,
Dalles, 0+T. June 4,/55
Isrec I, Stevens
Cove _ Com ander in Chie¥, Olﬁmﬁia “eT,, Sir:
An express has just arrived from the ‘ez Perce country. [ take
the liberty to tr-nsmit a copy of a communiestion received from “ol.
Cfaig as 1t contains facts whidh w11l perhaps interest vou, Excuse the
briefness of tris a3 the bodﬁ is about to nush off,

I

Very “espectfully, your obdt, servi,

- AJH, Foble, Q7 W.T,V,

Yopy Lapwai,lay 25, 1852

“gad *uarters G5 M T.R. W,T.vols
A.7, Bobie, esq. < ¥ and €6n issary
Dear sir
I embrace the o ~ortunlity of your retum expre: s to drop you a llie,

Ringe are not very qulet in the nelighbor country, The Vez Perces stand

firm, 0ld namiskin was in the “nokene countrs four gays ago on
racruiting se‘vﬁco but i belleve he got no eacouragement, the Swokar:a~

told him to go off, they wished to have a.teik with “ov. Stevens

3
end if he talked sirwvirht they wonll do the same; they also told the
Cayuses that are encrmned with thew that they will say nothian=, *he

1

Srokens will telk for them dhen the Cove comes Upe & are expecting &
visit from the gentry ovcry dey and we are In a very baed fix to
rec‘iﬁe a lerze na~ty, a the ez Perces are seecttercd 411 over the
country, “e haée about forty men and from eight to tev rounds of
smmunition to esch. I am certei:ly much plersed and also the Yez Perces
tohear t hat there is scme sunolies and men on the way io this

country as I ameatirely out of everythin ., ‘here uas a ieg Perce

chief at the Sookens when Kemlakin made 18 8perch to them, He told
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them he had gola “rl-ht just whcre he wanted him, that he had offered
gach chiefl forty blankets , ten vags of flour, sur r and co “ec if
they would nak%e p- ace, but he only wanted to let the(whites know that
he could winip them, ! bDelileve I hove no more news éo Yo& speed Jou on

your way to this nlrco,

52

‘ery Respy. Your
Obd t servt.
“illiam Craip

“seclael agent dez Perces. )
y )
H,0., I sent to the Spokans focr the  epsrtmeat enimals at that

place mncd 1ecceived four =mules and horses 'n misertble conditions



Wash'ton Suptch. Roll 17 Covernor I.I. Stevens, “ir

Learning that you were still at thePalls I thought perhaps you
would like to heer how we sre getting on here before you leave for below,
I also wished to espress my gratificetion at your sefe return from
Wiglla Walla.

‘he Indians here are well contented and I think there 1s no
der ger to be apnrehended from them, or no prorability of thelr goining
. 8 hostile party again, unless they are overawed by & superior force
coninz into the neighborhood, this 1is certulaly the case with the
Vancouver an (fascsde Indiens, I have every confidence in them.

I cen ot judwe 80 well of the old hostile Klicka tats as I have as
yet seen but little of them, but with excention of a little jealousy
between them end the Vencouvers theite demonstretions ave all been
friendly enough and I think they c:n be relied on et least as long as
the military will kecp hostile bands from.molestinc them,

Since the removal up here my Indians all have been out making the
most of the £all af00@0 end of the season, drying berries , cama.
etc. They have nearly all rcturned and informe ion that the
Rlickitats, Lowetock and ﬂpiera [?] bands numbering as near as I
can Judge some 300 will be in, in a fow days most of them will
require thelr whole subsistsnce from government this winter, son as
all are here I @8 shat l procede to ascertaintheir number, condltion ete
and report . L have about 220 Vancouver Indians, 115 Cascades anc the
others will swell the numbers [ think to near 700,

loc a towit an “pencer are anxious to see vou, I have given them
peralt to go up to ba11s . rhey also wish to see the Indians to see
what they can lesrn regsrding truth of rumor we have here of a
meditated attsck on the Dalls, #s you mut have business on yvour hends

1 %111 not occupy m re of your time and remain.

Yours very resp ctfully 4, Townsend, locsl Indian Apent. White Salmon
Oct 7,1856
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! Copy
Vancouver, wT.
Oct., 14th , 1856
A. Townsend,locsl [ dian agent
Sire Your letter of Oc's 8 came to hand todesy. I am much pleased
at the pros§ect of things on the re:crvation as your letter reports them,
ioday Gov., Ytevens left for the Sound and left iastructions with me to
take the most sefficient means to get together all the friendly lndiens
inall that country on our re ervation that would come in and comply
with the instructions of the Indian DPept. [ will ther- fore request that
you take the proper measures to comrunicate to the indiens in the
Simcoe valley and sll other points in vour nelghborhood to come to
your reservation on condition they submit to the rcquirements of the
Dept gy instructions none of the murderers are to be admitted to any
reservation. L{f t ey come upon it you will have them arrested and
deliver them over to the authoritles to be dealt with sccording to the
laws,
The I~diana who do see proper to come in let.hem bring all t heir
suphlies and stocks with them and if they shoild need more during
the winter the Dent, will furalsh them oa condition they remain at
peace ané friendship snd obey instructions of the Dept, It w11l be
proper to go to the commanding officer of the post at that point and
make lmown to him the instructions of the Ind. Dept that he may be ‘ully
informed of the ma'ter. If you find it 1s 2ot safe for you to go in persor
then send some one to learnthe mind of the Indians and act in the
matter accordinzly. In short, adopt the most efficient measures to
PBABAAd attaln the end before the bad weather com ences Iaveme fully
informed of all matters of moment that I mey kecp Gov. Stevens fully

{nformed of the condition of t hings in this district,.
1

i
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18 at the Dalles, If 8o he can meke such dispositlon of the Indlans
belonging to his ?erritory 88 he in his Judgement mey deem proper,
provided however that does not oompromise any arrangements made with
‘friendly bands on our side of the river, You willc o sider this
canrmunicetion as declining to receive or teke charge of Kliokitats

from “asington ‘erritory. The suggeations of Cyl, VWright thet it would be
well for me to teke cherge of the Indiane et Vangouver is open to the seme

ob Jeotion, as I have no right to interfere with Indians ef that
Territory . The statement that the prisoners in his charge belong to
Tim-i«tas 1s doubtless correct for it is known thet thds ohlef was using
his influence to disaffect the entire Indian population in lower Oregon
and ralsins means to prosecute the wer when he wee arrested amd that his
peonle hed every onportunity to come in and be received with tBel1¢08% iend
~other friendly bands prilor to the Yakima expedition, but they ochose
to joln end remain with the war party, I shall write to the

comriiss ioner of Indian effairs and lay the matter before him and of
@060 course be guided by his instructions in the premises,
Very respectfully ete
[unsigned]

to R.R, Thompson, esqe.
Indian Agent,
Dalies,
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April 17,1358
Sir:

I gssumed charge of the White ®almon I{ndien agency, end of the
property thoreat and of the operat ions then carried on , on the first
instant.

On the 15th instent I received of John Cain Bsq, indian Azent

the Indian Yepartment Property at V

ancouver , snd the balance of

funrds in his hands, ¥784,.,55 applicable to current expenses, for which
i receipt';ed end atthe seme tim™ took charge of G umbia River platrict
end added it to the Dystrict heretofore In my charre,

The condition of the I.dians in the district es t of Cascade
Beuntains and north of Columbia Biver 1s very favorable at this time.
Ihese Indians are at peace amongst themselws, at pence w th the vWhite:o
ané most, 1if not all of them express in words at b ast a strong

desire to continue tho peaceable relations now existing.

With regerd to the Columbla ®iver District I have to say thdat
with the exception of the “hite ®almon “gency and the indiens near by
1t, I am unable to stste whatmay be the condition of the Indisns ,
not heving had time or op» rtunity to visit them and ascertain
their wants and wishes., S0 soon as possible I will visit all the
*ndlans in the district lately occupied by “gent Cain, and will
report upon their condition more fully,

Plows and other agricultural tools, potatoes and seed have been
extenzively distribu ed to the Indians of my olé district, and
t those at and near ¥ite Sulmon Agency. These distributions have
been gquite up to the demand of the Indians, they are grectly pleased with
such aid to asriculture snd pld nly show a stron; disposition to

culti a te the soil Largely the present sesson; their individual

narcels will be small but numerous,
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Subsistence is yet partially afforded to the Indlens at and near
“hite Yalmon, Their losses during the late war, t heir removal from
their old homes west of the Yazcade Mountains, and t eir poverty require
this assistance; but it is hoped that they mey soon br able to »nrocure
most if not all of their focd, when salmon shall come into the €olumbia
and camas and other roots are ripe. These, with t heir culti ated crops
will relieve the Department from the necessity of feedins them the
ensuinz winter, as I now confidently hope. No reductim of force
{n the district just vaceted by “gent Vain 18 allowable; iﬁdeed the
district now camaxizxmx occupled by me is so enlargecd, exte ding from
Pacific Occan d ong the Cplumbia River, up to and onposite Fort
Colvile, I shell need to have increased assistance to enable me to
serve the department succes: fully in guiding and controliing s maay and
various tribes,
I am sir your obedient servant,
R,11, Lansdale

“ndien 4gent, 9g T,

Hon J,w. Nesmith
Superintendent Indian “ffairs,

Salem, Oregon,
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Portland, Anril 27, 1858

Sir

I arrived here last nisht to procure suppllies for Indien
service 6tn Columbia ﬂiver L&strict ¢ That bus i1ess accomplished
I shall visit the Indiens in thet part of the district lying west of
Yancouver [sic]

L rerret to say the Isdications of an Indian outbr ak in the usper
country are grrater than when [ last wrote you. I have good reacon to
believe many of the Indians in the upper nart of my district ere
decidedly hostile, having crossed the Cgolumbia ®iver to join the bad
Indians in the Paloose country, Looney , sn influentisl chicf just
cbove John Vays River, eand who took part apainst us in the labse war

lndians

has sent me gmix=EXuaword his heart 1s yet good and thet the bad
had driven off some of his horses because he war B not join them, I
not a.are of disaffection having =688£8 extended west of John
Days River, but am using all the wrtchfulness the times demand.,

I do not know of missionapies havin: penetrsted west of "hite
Salmon “gency but think it nrobable they mey have tempered with the
thdians on Puget S~und, at least it would be a wise precaution were

the Indian officers in thet pimsx part of the country put upon their

guard,
f

/

, The army herders and stock have been withdran from Klickitat
\\plockhouae a3 a precaution against sursnrise.
Immediately upon my return to “hite “almon Agency I will
write you , should there be new develo-ments or anvtfing worthy your
attention.
I have promised Mr, Meligs to again bring the subject of his license
to your notice, as he is desirous of berinning trade.
I am slr, very respectfully, your obt servant

R.H, Lansdale, Indian Asent, %,T,
Hon J.W. ¥ © smi th ,



wash'ton Suptcy. Roll o, 17 White “almon Indian Agencw, ¥.T,
Mgy 10, 1858
®ir:
Having returned from & visit to the Indians of the north slice of
the Columbia Tiver and west of thés agency I have to report them all
at peace amongst themselves and towards the whites, f They sall
make their 1living by fishing, huntlag and working for the whites. I
could not lcarn of one being enzared in tillin the soil, and of but
one who wes supposed to be disposed that way,
411 these Indimns 1live well &n the selmon season, but in winter they
are much d ependant upon the employment and the charity of‘the whites;
They are sadly dizinished in numbers within my own knowledge;
excesive sexual license,dru kenness ad the foul end fatal disesses lowl:
fron these and similar immoralities have for many years msk prevented
precreation smd finally lessens thelr numbers,
The aritation of the Cascade and Klikitat Indisns brought about
by rumors and reports from the bad Indians d&n the Paloose resion has
subsided, Emissaries from the Paloose having been forbidden to bring -
further mes ages anc reports from those badly disposed, it 1s hoped
their quiletness and isdsskrissanezx industrious pursults msy not be
further disturbed,
I have no actual informétion as to what is actually transpiring
east of the Columbia “iver 586 Col, Steptoe was to have left
*ort Walla Walla with three coupanies of dragoons on the 3d instent,
on 8 scout north of “nakr River but we have no positive knowléddpge
of his having marched.
Having by your direction bcen placed in charze of the district
lately ocecunied by Jno VYain, ndisn agent end liaving no positive knowl ed
of thd limits thereof, I have to espply toyou for instructions upon that

PO int.
I em sir, very respectfully, yvour obt. sarvant,

R, . Lansdale, I d, Agt, W.T. ol. HBiver Pistrict.(To J.%. Hewsmith )
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White Palmon Indian “gency ,T,

September 20,1858
Sir: .

Some 10 deys since an [ndien colled Xamiaksn's slave brought
to the Indisn cemp on "hite ®almon river eight horses representing
them as helnr~ i-tended for the purchase of favors of them snd such
leritimate trade. Upon his lesving, however, he r€fused all nay
for the horses and then said they were -resentsfrom the hostile
chlefs in the Palouse countrw,miwatax and Spencer, leadin- chiefs of
the Klicklitats to meke thelr hesrts sood towsrds the hostile
Indisns and bad towards the whites,

I have taken theahorses andé hold them subject to your order,
thinkine thet with ‘our permission they “ad better be glven to such Indian
a3 are undoubtedly friendly to the whites,

I am very respectfully

‘our obt s vant

R.H, Lansdale, Indian bgent, W,T.
J.%. Hewsmith,

Sunt,. Indian “#ffalrs, “alen, Orsgon.

(Copy)

Head GQusrters Dept. of the Pacific, Fort Vancoaver, ", T, Sept. 19,1858
Special Orders Vo, 146

Lieut ',7, Walker aide de camp will nroceed to .the Dalies
and tive orders tc the com andi g officer to atttempt the capture
of an Indlan sgent of Kamiakin snd some rorses belo-ginz to that
chief.

£y com and of Brig, Yeneral Clarke

H. S].‘. "lalkf“r’

1st Lt. &th Infy.
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fhite “almon Indisn fgency #.T,

Septemter 20, 1858

&
{=to

I have to inform yau thit the horses about w«hich 1 wrote
$o you on the 20th inst. were demnandcd of- me and.taken possession
of by Lieut. “alker, side de camp of “eneral Clarke, on the 21st insteht
I dellivered seven only, however, §hief Opencer having Jjust
st rted on one of them for Fort Vancouver,
I have wri!ten to General Clerke upon the subject, and upon h's
becoming possezsed of the facts, I have no douﬁt but he v1ll return
the horses to my nossession, subject to vour dispos 1, I forwsrd a
copy of my l-tter to the general, as also a copy of orders to Lt. “alker,
I am sir
Véry respcetfully, your obt. servent, R,!. Lanscele, Indien #gent W,T,

Hon J,%W. Neamith

Superintendent Indi-n #ffeirs, Yelem, Ore,. .
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of the Cascadex mountains and the Indisns on tthe Keservations
west of those mountains nor do { epnrehend that the Indians on those
reservatioqs will resort to arms unless compelled to by reason of
having their supplies of subsistence discontinued a contingency which
18 bound to occur as soon as the appropridions for the present fiscal
year are exhausted which will be early in the coming winter. The
1 structions contained in vour letterprohibiting my excuding (?°?)
the approprigt ions for the present fiscal year will be complied with by
myself and I shall ceate to give the I.dians guarded upon the
reservations rations after the the hagztation becomes equal to the amount
appropriated.
AS to the results likely to flow from instructlions contained in your
letter of the 4th Puzust I beg leave to refer you to my com unication
on the subject under date of May 15th and to which up to ! his date I
have received no reply.
Very respectfully etc.
J.W, Neamith
Supt. Ind. 4ff,
Hon Charles E, Mix
Commissioner Ind., Affrs,

Weshington, D.C,
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eeolhne case is differr{t #1th the Walle %alles and “Yayuses. The
oldtreaty shoild be ratified at once, or a new treaty be made
imsedintely., The whites will settle then in larcer nunbers, soon
even against the wish of the military 1n occupation , and of the I-dilans
and collisions wilk certaiily ensue, Besd4des these Indians have
forfelted their lands by reason of their hrstilities weged a-ainst
our people,

The case is agaln different with the larger country north and wcst
of the Columbla river, and east of the Cascade mruntains celled the
Yakima country, many tribes and bands have interests angd their homes
in this extensive district of which the undersigned is now ectiag
as agent,

Of all these tribes, the fakima chiefs, Kawakin, “kloom a1 d Ovhi were
the only ones present at the "alla Walls Council in 1855 who signed
the treaty canveying =all fhe vast district included.

Yhe 1njustice and simplicity (%9 of wusing(?) uoon the
lands of severcl tribecs becasuse their I ading men falsely signed
a treaty ceding lands that did not belong to them will be
a~arent when it is plainly seen that the followinc trives have
g great Interest at stake as the Yak imas, the only people
represented as hefore stated and falsely represented mt best,

Klickatats 589
Loce ted on "hite ®almon and Klickitat Rivers and on Columbis River a
"hite Salnon “gency,

Columbia Byver *ndlans- 900
Located on Columbia River from Klickitat River eastward to opposite
mouth of J-hn Yays river and made up of Klickéatets, “ishem end Skin
trives,

The frieadly Yakime {ndians amount to about 500 souls. The
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(Copy)

“hite Salmon Indian Agency %.7.
September 24th, 1858
Sip:

UpO" e denand nade on the 21st inst. by your gide de camp, Lieut
walzer, I deliver to your nossession seven horses that had, a few days
since, been talken possession of by me, as property scent by hostile
tndians to the friendly indisns near the agency forimproper p:rposes.

Iynese horses I held , prilor toyour demand, in perfectly safe
keepl g , subject to the order of the Superintendent of Indlan Affrirs
with whom I had comrunicated upon the sub ject.

Upon vour coming into possession of sll the facts in the case , I
ho~e you =111 conclude to return the harses to this agency, for the

dispossl of the legltlimate authority of the lndi n Deps tment,

I sam sir,
Very recpectfully
Your obt. scrvaant
R.H, Lansdale, Indlan Agent. #,T,
!y Brig. Yenl. Clerke.
Comdp, Pacific Yepsbtrent

Fort Vancouver, #,T,
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' Klickatat,eoluﬁbia Zxztmnx River Indians and the number of
lakkimas mentioned are all friendly since the pacification of 1856
a1d all al 1ke interested in the country ceded without thelr consent in
1855, *hey shcoild alike be consulted when the whites ask for the
benefactions
larger part of thelr ccountry end should sharc slike in the BEEABEIXX
o' the governmnent .
Ag by mutual actlon of the militery and Indian euthorities
inthe two territories, as wilth the assent of our people ..., nart of
the district 1s oven to settlement, 8 delay of a year or thereabonts
would work esn injury to any partv. I confidently and earnestly recom end
thet the oldtreaty of 1855 by se'! maside and that comuiss ioners
be spredily azthorized to make a new treasty for the distriet indicated
and with all the tribes and peoples interested,
To take up your sugzestion x;ééigkxnnxixi for the number of
Indlians in =y charge I gggggr you to to the number just given and
to the reports of locel arents lownsand and Specisl “gent Roble, 1857,
The character of the country ceded is made of grassy hills, plateaus
snd velleys with fir, nine and oak timber ... the highest hills
and mountains and with cotton wood and w! llows on the waters. ‘he
part rese ved is centrsl and is the better part , a fime large
reservetion . *he Indiens of this district have been slightly
diminished s ince 1855,
pursued
The policy now belinpg pressed 18 a temrorasry one In which the Indiahs
are partiallyassisted in meking s precariocus llving 'nd helped and end
ese. 8 little 869 sround and to raise cattle, "hen a new tresty
made the policy would be changed by definite snd permenent relations
b tween the whites and Indlans, ‘we I dians woul have a permanent
reservation and could be more rapidly advanced In sgriculture,

domestic husbandry end in the preparatory educstion for ...

civilization and would heve all the advaentages of mills, schools,
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_ “hite Salmon ndien Agency, Wash T,
January 1, 1359
Pir:
iy & former report I indulged the hope that the Indlans of the
Uolumbias River Yrstrict %mmis would not be given lsrre bExeLEEXEFE
benefactions from the sovernment for prosisioans and clothing during the
present winter. lhese hopes have been rcalized asto those tribes
denominated the Columbis River tribes and who live alonz the Columbila
east of the Klickitat. In the last month 1 was informed by several
leading chiefs of those tribes thet their people would not likely need
the assistance of povernment in providing food this winterbut at the
same time expressed a strong hope of assistance in farming and
gardening next sesson. They also represented the cattle distributed
to them as belnc fat end doing well.

When last et Fort Simcoe , the army officers assured me all L/
the Indians near thet point, some 300 or 400 people , would be o:t of
provisions by the first ofhzgismonth 57 AL acpordiqgly furnished some
ten barrels of pickled pork and six tonas of flour end a smgll suiply
of blankets and warm clothing to be distributed 'y the officerfd in
comnand during the wintere. The Indlans packed out the coodsyrior
to the first storm in the/mountains between this agency and Simcoe

aad dince, [ hae 1ot le arned thitt they need fresh su plies,
Considering the number of indlans and the goods alresdy
distributed, I should think the Yakimas woulc require yet more
assistance before the ccoming of ihe first roots, as some of them
are greatly impoverished by having their cattle and horses driven
off and sold by Indians connected with “ajor “arnett's expedition

ddddddddddddddd as
last sumner, wnlle those stolen from were red ly a friendly and
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friendly and as good as * se who depredated upon them.

The Klickitats residing nesar this agency are not so well provided
for thls winter as I hoped they would be. ‘his ismostly attributeble
to thefnft that during the hostilities of last sum-er b tween the
Smtdésex soldiers anﬁ the Indiens of the upper country, the
ickitets » like frichtened partridges, would not venturs mmk far out
from the sgency to hunt and to get berries and roots, lest they should

be pounced unon by the soldiers and chastised with the hostiles. Many
of the Klickitats byreeson of their hostilities in 1855 cot such a bAAHs
bad name that they ene extremely wary lest they should do something
that would again make the whites think them unfriendly, fn addltion

to this they were as fearful of the hostile Indians coming down upon
them and stceling the few horses they have, as they wercof offending
the whites,

Lately, howcver, some of them have dispersed to thelr o0ld hunting
grounds and are killing game to supply their larders ancd the white
scttlements, ?hese left at the agency are very poor and destitute
and hungry and I have directed the smalles possible issues of

provisions and clothing to save them from starving snd freezing,

Vory Rgapectfully
Ycur Obt, Servaeat
R.H. Lansdale

*adien Agent, W, T,

Cole Je%. Hesmith

Supt. Ind, Affairs, Selem, Oregon.
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