Umatilla Indian agency. Commissioner of Indian affairs, 1874

September 17, 1874.
Sir: I have the honor to submit my annual report as agent Bor t he
Walla-"alla, Cayuse and Tmatilla tribes 'of Indians.
Tn Janvary last I took an accurate census of these Indlans which
I found to oe as follows:
Walla “alla, 29 men, 53 women, 24 boys, 22 girls, 128 total.
Cayuses, 88 men, 138 women, 88 boys, 71 girls, 585 total.
Umatillass 40 men, 71 women, 35 boys, 25 girls, 169 total.
Uprmd totals: 157 men, <262 women, 147 boys, 116 girls, 689 in all,
Thems are all living on the Umatilla reservation. In addition
to th3 number there are about 150 Indians who occasionally come upon
the reservation and remain a short time but do not make it their per-
mane nt home. Nearly all who permame ntly reside upon the reservation
cultivate the soil; anda majority of them have, to a grater
Q@ less extent, adopted the dress of the whites,. A 1though these Iidians
are possessed of large bands of howses and ca’ctle.and s ome Individual
Indians are wealthy, the majority of them, particulariy the
"alla-"allas and Umatillas, are poor.
During the past yeer these peop® have been well behaved and peace-
able and more of t hem have evinced a disposition to go to work.
‘nis T attribute in a gre ¢ measure to the difficulties now
experienced by them in obtaining spirituous liquors. The 1argé
number of persons whom I have caused tobe arrested and punished for
selling ligua to I:dians has had a most beneficial effect and has
almost put an entire stop tothe vile traffic; and it is now extremely
rare to see a drunken Indian; in fact I do not think I have seen one on
the rqirvatim in the last twelvemonths,
‘he I,dians this year put in a much la rger area of ground than
farmerly. Several nevw farms were opened and old farms enlaréed

new fences w re built and we had every prospect of a large crop, but



<

unfortuna tely we were visited by innumerable quantities of crickets and
grasshoppers which devastated more than half of thefarms on the reservation
so that the yield this year will be very short. I have, consequently
been compelled to allow the I dians to go tothe mountains and valleys
adjacent to the reservation to hunt, fishand dig roots, so tha they
may be amply pPo®dédd provided with sulfficisnt food tomake up for
the logs of their crops. On the agency farm the wheat which promised
well was entirelydestroyed and the oats partially so. Next spring
it will be necessary to purchase cons iderable grain for seed.

During the summer a deputy Unitdd “tate:surveyor , acting under
hstructionsfran the surveyor-general of Orsgon made a survey of
that portion of t he rese vation running fram a point in the Umatilla
river opposite the mouth of _"ild Horse cresk to %eC, Mci‘aygs land
claim and also took evidence in regard to the mouth of ¥ild Herse
Creél: in order, as I understand, that the s ame may be l;id beiore the
commissioner of the general land office for his decision on the
matter., I hope as soon cas a final decision is reached that I may Dbe
furnished with a map showing the boundaries of the reserve, as
d.iSputes are liable to arise at any moment between the white settlers
and the Indianse.

‘his reservation, being entirely surrounded by white settlers
who are all.more or less engaged instock-raising, it 1s impossible
entirely to prevent their stock from caning on the reservation and
mixing with that of the I,dians, which is a constant source of
annoyance. Of cour se shoul they be foun willfally to drive their stok
@ to the reservation, the law cou]d‘ the.n be put in force against
them. Of this the citizens are fully aware. The law cof 1834 (copy)
provides that any one guilty of driving stock upon the reservation

without theconsent of the I dians shall pay a fine of %1 per head

1 debt
for every animal so driven, tobe recovered in an action for 4



That portion of the law, should I think, be amended in regard to all
of fenses under this act and the penalty should be by fine or imprisonment
or both & the discretion of t he court.
I would also most urgently call the attention of th department
to the absolute necessity which exists of provising some measures of
punishment of offenses comuitted by one indian against the person
or property of anoher. #3 1t is now, crimes are constantly
committed; the aggrieved party calls upon the agent to s ee that
justice is done, and all the agent can do 1is to lay the ma tter before
the. chiefs, who alone are autha ized to punish the aggre:ssor. I, many cases
te chiefs are powerless; in iact they have but very little authoritye.
I would suggest that guthority be given by congress to the president,

authorizing | im whenever he deems the Indians on anyr c¢servation
guffciciently advanced,to declare the #aws of the United States e xtended
over theme.

This would necessitat e the appointment of some person dneach
reservation with magisterial powers, authorized to try petty

of fenses,such as usually come within the jurisdiction of a justice
of the peace, and in graver crimes to bind the parties over to the
United States Eourtfe

(Columbia River Indians)

From a communication from you bearing date June 11, 1874, I am
i nformed that one of the inspectors woud shortly visit this agency

and that he would have some instructions in reference to the

Indians on the Columbia river. fle has not yet been here but

I see that Gen. W . Vandever is now in Oregan and I am looking for him
daily.‘I hope that his instructions may be such that some‘agrangements
may be made with these Indians as they a'e a gre:t drawback to the
reservation I-dians. Until these Indians are placed under proper

control there will be no material improvement among the Indians on



the several reservations in “astern Oregon and Washington.

lhese Indians are numerous aid are generally estima ted to number

gbout 2,000,

'*heybelong tovarious tribes and bands all however being subject to

the influence of a self-@PH0AAE6A0dAdEA constituted chief, mamed
Smo-hol-ler or Big talk on four mountains. e las obtained his

paer by working on the superstitions of the Indians and his influence
has spmread through all the various tribes and bands of Oregon,
Washington and Idaho; amdl I am informed among the TIidians of
California, Utah amd llavada (copy) ‘hese Ind®ns all believe in the
prac tice of .olygamy; and their leaders are constantly preaching

Bo their peo le ;hat the day is coming when theywill again be a great
and powerful people andw ill be strong enough to drive the whites from
the country.

""hey profess to look with c ontempt on the reservation Irdians, who
have adopted the habits and custams ofdivilization, calling them whites
and half-breeds. ny thus appealing to the passions and pride of. the
Indians +they hold a control not only on those living on the
Columbia River but on large number who reside upon the several
reservations.

By the exercise of t he most rigid 'econOmy I had managed tosave by th
the end of the last fiscal year out of the fund for purchase of mill,
fixtwes, e tce per fourth article of treaty, June 9, 1855,
the sum of ¥791l.62. Yith this money and the ad ition of a small
amount from the appropriation for this year, I intended, provided I cuauld

dtain permission f rom the department,to remove the saw mill
nearer to the timber so that vie could procure a supply of lugber at
a moderate expense. - ut to my great disappointment I received an

Rt

order from the department dire cting me to t urnover all unexpended

balances at the end of the year to the U.5. treasury. Notwithstanding



this drawback, it is still my intention to make an effort to remove
the mill.
During the month of July L received a comunicsa tion f rom the
d epartment notifying me that the appropr iztion for pay and
subsistence of the regular employes under the treaty had been reduced
£80 #2,200 for the fiscal year ending Jume 30, 1875.The treaty
expressly provides tha tt here shail be employed ome superintendent
o f farming, one farmer, two teachers, two millers, one carpenter,
ae blacksmith, one physicilan and one wagon arnd plow maker. The sum
appropriated this year is entirely inadequate forthe compensation
of competent persons to fill the several positions. I have therefore
been compelled to discharge one of the employes and to reduce the pay
of the others, sot hat I can keep withn the amount of the appropriatiam.
I trust that another con.ress my see the absolute necessity of
making the amount of tke appropriation sufficint to enaple fO@Ctd us to
fulfill owr treaty obligationse.
‘he only school on this reservation is a day school and the number
of scholars ia about the same as lat year. %he attenacne has been
regular until the past month when many of them were compelled
by their parents toaccompany them to t he mountains on t heir annual
hunt.ﬁottJGing prepared to voard the ?hildren it is impossible to
board them during the absence of their parents. there shouldbe a manual
labor and boarding school established ard & small appropriation in
addition to our present means would be sufficiEnt to make a commencemsnt.
Unti: this is done I intend, as socrn as possible, to open another
day school in another portion of t he reservation to accommodate a
large nunber of Irmdians who 1ive at a great distance from the present
school tote able to send their ch . ldren.

N.A. Cornoyer, U.S. I,dian

0 Hon E,.P.Smith, commissioner agent.



Cayuses

Heport on Indian affairs, 1875.

Cayuses=-The 385 Cayuses with 1® 169 Umatillas amd 129 “alla
Wa.las who are now on the Umatilla reservation in Northwestern Oregon,
f ormerly ranged all over the northern portion of the state and along
the Volumbia river in Washington Lerritary.

""'hey are related to same of the "renades" mow roamin; on that river of
whom about fow hundred properly be long on the Umatilla reservation. Thig
reserve @8 of about 25 squaremiles includes the tmatills r iver, which

abounds In mountain trout amd salmon amdl the surrounding valley whose
rich grazing and farming lands are the envy of white settlers
ad jacent.

ihe crops raised upon 1,500 acres cultivated by individual Indiahs
can sist of 3,000 bushels of wheat, 500 bushels of corn and 2,000
bushels of oats which together with their herds of c attle containing
3,000 head gives them & comfortable subsistence independent of any
vgovernment aid. * large number, however, still prefer to huat amd
fish for maintenance rather than to settle down to an agricultural
life. |

Stock raising also offers strager inducements than farming as the
cattle and hpsses require little care and find a ready market.

Only 12 families live in houses and only 21 children attend school.
Many Indians are asking for houses and the recent removal of the mill
ne arer the timber will enable the agent to furnish lumber for .
building next season.

Through the vigilance of the chiefs intemperance is almost unknown

Two whits men have beentried and cavited in the United Ptates cowrt a
one for selling whilsky to an Indian and the other f or stealing a

horse from an Indlane.



Umatilla re servatione Shomneller,

Umatilla agency haz been mentioned on former pages. I return to
it now to say something moreof its peo.lee It is under the management aof
the Cath olic churche. It has had but four agnts in ten ycars. It is on a
great thorughfare be tween the Uolumbia river ard Idaho. Ithas a good cli=-
m ate, a bundant resamrces armd is of gres valus. An effort was made
dwing 1871 to Induce tie Indiém to consent to a removal_.
eeOn thll t e wester ncoast ther is nota fairer land than Umatilla,.
I donot wader that #® I diams love their lbmes on this reservation.
They are, however, sasvhat divided in re ligious practice; one
part being members of the Catholic church; theremminder Dreamers--
followers of Smoheller, Someof them havema de advancement in civil life,
e..the Indians of Tmatilla are a rich, thrifty, proud people. They
are fond of sprts and game s amd yield slowly to the advice of agsnts
to abandon their habits. A few noticeable eR8 imtances, however, to the
¢ m trary are How-lish-wam-po, YWe-nap,snoot and Pierre, together with a
few others who live in houses like citizpens. #nother instance is that of
the widow of “lex lMcKay, a half-breed. ‘hiswoman of Indian bl od has
been educated by white persons, keeps hous in a respectable manner,
dresses after fashionps style tloughabout ore yesr behind ht. When whi te
ladies adoptrew fashions this"Susan W "aits to see whether it is
perpetuat® d ad then adopts't just abouttls time her fairer sisters abandon
i te

“hen she gave a social, men who were in costume were refused admittancse,

Wigwam and Yarpathe. Hon 4.B. Meacham. 1875,



Umatilla reservations
Commissioner of Indian affairs 1875
Umatilla Agency, Oct 24, 1875
Sir; ™ campliance with your general order of July 8, 1875, I have
the h onar to submit my first annual report of this agency which will be
necessarily mrtial as I have been in chafge only since thefirst of
last month to fill awacancy occasioned by the resignati on of the
farmer agent.
The task of becoming acquainted with t e reguirements of the agency
and ascertaining the general duties of my position has left me 86 but
1ittls time to gather the necessary materials for a report
of matters ad things vhich ok place previous to myarrival here, ani wht
which mOgid ought to have been supplied by my prcdecessor,
‘his report therefore will embrace only such informafl on as I
have been able to gather from data in the office and s uch other sources
as were most available for t hat purpose duringthe shot f.erm of my
admin is tration,.
Iye r eservati on embraces the remnants of the lialla VWalla, Cayuse
and Umatilla tribes once the lords of the plains from the C lumbia
river to theeastern boundary o Orégcn and extending far morth into L/
Washington territory. 'lhey ar e row reduced to a mere fraction of their {)f}“
ancient numbers and tleir empire curtalled to a domain of twenty-five \
miles square amd even that is much coveted by their rapacious white
brothers who dwella bout them. I have no certain means of info jation
as to the e xact numerical strength of each tribe; but ths las¥
enumeration was taken by my predecessor in January, 1871 and is as
foliows:
Walla VWalla 29 men, 55 wamen, 24 boys, 22 girls, 128 total,
Cayuse 88 men, 138 wamen 88 boys , 71 girls, 385 total.
Umatilla; 40 men, 71 women, 35 boys, 23 girls, 169 total,
Grand totals: ItOO 157 men, 262 wamen, 147 boys, 116 girls, 682,



VYomnmissioner of Indian a:'fairs, 1877

Umatilla 4ndian agency, Oregon, August 7, 1877,
Sir: I have the honor to submit my annual report of this sgency f or
the year ending June 30, 1877,
‘he number of Indians residing permanently on this reservation
a cording to the census taken last January is 629, divided into
trives as follows:
Walla “alla, 30 men, 57 women, 24 boys, 29 girls, 140 total,
“ayuse 91 men, 128 women , 60 boys, 65 girls, 344 total,
Umatilla '53 men, 48 women, 58 Boys, 2b girls, 145 total
Grend totalss 154 men, 250 women, 123 boys, 119 girls, 629 total,
In addition to this number, about 088d 220 removed to the reservation
since the outbreak of the non-treaty ez ‘erces last June. they are
members of “alla Yalia and Umatilla tribes but as they have heretofore
refused to r eside permanently on the rescrvation they have been looked
upon as rene;ades by the other members of the tribes.
:he wealth of t e se Indians consists principally in horses and
cattle. Of the former they have large bands, approximating to about
17,000 ; thet cattle I estimate at about 5,000; they have besi@es
a large number of hogs and a i'ew sheep,.
A1though'their principal occupation consists in stock-raising
they all engage in agricultural pursuits. Very few of them
raise more than is rscessaryfortheir own use, owing to the difficulty
of disposing of any surplus in t he vicinity of the reserfation.
Yhile the majorityo f them have comfortable homes and an abundance
of food, there are many others who eke out a miserable existence
on roots, berries and fish, being too lazy and vvicious to attempt
to better their condition. Hap;ily this latter class is growing less
every year, and at the present time is confined to the “alla ¥alla tribe
and a few Umatillas,

‘he reservation covers an area of 25 square miles, is well watered



and admirably adapated for stock-raising or agricultural purposes.
The southern boundary incilwies a portion of the Blue Mpuntains
which are covered with a hseavy growth of pine, fir and tamarack,

There 1s a day school established lere with anaverage attendance of
28 scholars. #1llthe larger scholars, both boys and girls, read and
write very well aml understand the first four rules of arithimetic
to a certain extent. Although considerable progress has bucn made
during the year, and the attendance at school has been larger than
ever before, s t1ll it is manifest that but little can be accomplished
with a day school in the way of civilizing theme Indians as they are
principally engaged in stocke-raising and are continually moving
from place to nlace whensever the range becomes poor, making it
impossible for dmaAny of the children to attend day-school,

If a manual-labor boarding school was established here, there would
be an attendance of at least 75 scholars and the progress would
bemuch greater as the children would be under the cmstant care
and supervicion of the teachers anl surrounded by an Ehglish-speaking
communi bty inste 4 of being, as at present,among their own people and
speaking their own language except during school houyrs,

‘he high water carried away about two-thirds of the grist mill flume
last March and injured the remairder ‘of it to such anextent
as to necessitate the c mms truction of an entire new flume., This work
has been delayed by the high watercaused by the heavy rainfall

dur ing May and the fore part of last June. ‘he employes are at
mesent enga,ed‘on its camstruction and I am in hopes of having it
canpleted and the mill in running order by the end of September,

There havebeen two houses built dur ing the year and the dams of the
saw and grist mills, which were washed away by f reshets, have been
replaced.

o] :
‘he outbreak of the non-treaty “ez Perces which occured last June
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created Intense excitement and alarm among the settlers throughout
the section of the country. On learning of the troubles I immediately
sent runnerst in different directions with instructions to notify
suwh {ndians of this reservationa s they could find to return as
soon as possible,
I went in per son, accompanied by the interpreter, to the Columbia
ftiver for the p rpose of removing to the reserve such ILndians as
belonged here. Having met in council with a number of them I informed
them of the outbreak aml notified them that t hey myst come in which
they agreed to do as soon as they could gather up their stock. I
further advised the headmen among them to use all their influence
with any indians they might meet to go upon their respective reservations
as I was fearful of a general outbreak among thfs the renegades
along the river,
It was known among the whites that Joseph and his band.was
related by blood and marriage to the Indians of this reservation and
mich uneasiness was felt on account of the friendly feeling existing
between them. Humors were circulad= no doubt for the pprpose
of causing trouble--that all the able-bodied men of this res 1rve had
j oined Joseph. ‘he settlers were arming, and this news coming to the ears
of the Indians caused much alarm. Matters were in a critical corndition"
and it was with the utmost difficulty that I could persuade the
Indians that the whites would not come upon the reserve and murder
thems. I, order to allay the mutal suspicions existing on both
sides I visited the towns of Pendléton, YWeston, and "alla uwalla
accompanied by the interpreter and the headmen for the purpose
of counseling with the citizens, amd to convice them that the reports
circulated were false., ‘he councils heldat these placed‘had the effect

of quieting much of the excitement, and the friendly reception

of the Indians had the effect of allaying any apprehensions that



existed on their part.
In compliance with instructions received f rom Hone E.C. Watkins,
United ®tates Indlan inspector, I forbid the I,dians from going
oft the reservation, and I am hap.y to say that, although many
sufifered fran want of food, they remained peaceably on the
reservation, and none of them joined the hostiles,
I” conclusion I would state that there has been a marked improvement
both morally and physically in the conditon of t hese I, dians during
the past year..brime and drunkenness have decreased and
through the untiring efiorts of our worthy missionary, Father Conrady,
many Indians have become converts to Christianity,who have heretofore
refused to listen to the word of Yod. Pesides this, all the families
who reside here, premanently have cultivated more or less ground
and as the reason for crops of all kinds has been favorable, their
lervest will be bountifule.
Inloiosed herewith I respectfully submit the statistical
information mentioned in your letter of July 10, Very
respectfully, your obedient servant.
W.4. Cornoyer,

U.S. Special Ilndian Agent.

(To the “Yommissioner of Indian Affairs.)



Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 1877

Umatilla reservation

Wymber of Indians: Walla valla, 375 men, 476 women.. total of
Cayuse
Umatilla
320 Walla Walla, 344 Uayuse,185 Umatilla; 11 mixed bloods; 12 employes

20 other white people; number of Indians who wear citizen dress

300; number of houses occupied by Indians 14,

Indians roaming on the Columbia, renegades and others, 200Q 2,000,



Colunbia iver Indians.

Umatilla reser ation.
Depar tment of Interior, “eport of Cormissioner Indian affairs, 1878,

‘he number of Indians on the reservation according to the census
taken la t May is as follows:
Walls Walla, 87 men, 110 wamen, 39 boys, 54 girls, total 290,
Cayuse-l06 men, 126 women, 73 boys, 78 glirls, total 383
Umatilla=50 men, 78 women, 43 boys, 29 girls, 200 total.
Columbia River Indians 46 men, 50 women, 24 boys, 30 girls, total
150,
Gr. d totals, 289 men, 364 women, 179 boys, 191 girls--1023.
The Solumbia River ‘ndians indicated above came an the rese vation
over a year ago. l'hey refused to be enrolled as permenent residents
ar the grounds that ther nly ceme here to await the decision of the
goverment in relation to t hemselves and the other Uolumbia anmd
“nake River Indians. Ihay have remained on the res rvation most of the
time since their arrival and have fenced about 150 acres in 12 fields
besides planting about 100 acres in common with some Umatilla Indianse.
They a e very poor, havimg only sbout 100 head of cayusehorses and
kmow little arnothing about agricultural pursuits.
««.®ne hostile Bsnnocks, Snakes and Piutes made a descent on the
re servation last Julyeee..
There 1s an uneasy feeling manifested among these Indians and an
anxiety to know what the policy o the government will be toward
them upon the expiration of the treaty next year. Theyare aware that the
press and the people of this section of the country are clamorous for their
removal and charge themwith sympathy withthe hostiles notwistanding
the fact of their having killed Ei an,the war chief of the hostiles and
25 others amd h aving captured 3b women and children and two bands of
horses. In fact they showed their animosity to the hostiles by doing more



damage tothem while in the vicinity of the resarvation than was done
b, all the troops that fought them during the campailgne.
If, on the contrary, they had sided in with renegade Indians of
Eastern Oregon, "“ashington '-L'erritory and Idaho ami a savage
outbreak would have been the result that would klve devastated this
vhole sectiond the country, in spite of the best efforts of the force
of troops that could have b enlrought against theme The men who rail
a ainst them do not wish to take these facts into consideration, for
the simple rcason that t heywish to be rid of the Indians and have
the reservation thrown open to settlement. This feeling between the
Indians and whites, if it continues, will lead to further trouble
in the future unless a military force is left here to protect the
Indians until the question whether they are to remain here or not is

definitely settled....N.A. Cornoyer, Indianagent.



Umatilla rese vation--Commissioner of Indian Af:f‘a:i.a:-st, 1885,

Lhe recent legislation affecting thié Beservation and the unexpected
attitude of the I dians in relation theretohas been brought to the
notice of the depa tment_ in @undry communications from this office.

The act of “arch 3, 1885(stat. 23 p 340) provides that the president
shall cause tle lands belonging to said reservation tobe allotted tothe

Indians in seeralty in quantity as followss

Of agricultural lands toheads of families 160 acres; to s ingle

persons over 18 years of age, 80 acres; to each orphan child under 18
years of age B0 acres; amd to each child under 18 years ofage not
otherwise provided for, 40 acres. In addition to the allotments of
agricultural lands 1t is provided that a ressonable quantity of
pasture and timber lam s shall be reserved for the use of the Indians
In common and t hat a tract of 640acres shall be set apard for an

industr ial farm ani school, :

"Lhe act further provides that beore any allotments are made a commission

shallb e appointed whe e duty it shall be to ascertain the

number of Indians who desire to take allotments and the quantity
of lamd required fa that burpose, and thereupon to select ands et
apart so much of the reservation as will be necessary to supply
agricultural lands for sald allotments, together with the timber and
pasture land, as provided, and the 640 acre tract required for school
purposes. If the selection be apiroved by the Secretary of interior, the
tract is thereafter to constitute the reservation of said Indiens.

"here are various pther provisions respecting the allotmentsbut

i1t is my' purpose tocite only themore important features of the act.
It is provided in section 2 tha the residue of said reservation lands
not included in the new reservation lines shall be surveyed , appraised,

classified into timbered anduntimbered lands and sold at public sale



through the prope land of fice to t he hi hest bidder for cash, no
purchaser beling allowcd to purchase more than 160 acres of untimbered
land and 40 acres of timbered land,
In section 3 provision is made for the dispoaition of the proceeds of the
sale of said lands as follows: “re funds, af ter paying the expenses
of the survey, appraisement andsale, etc, are to be
placed in the tre:. ury to the credit of te Irdians and draw such rate of
Interest as is now or may be hercafterprovided by law, fwenty per centum
of the principal of said funds my be used, under the direction of the
President, in as isting the Indians in establishing t hemselves upon
théir individual allotments, and ¥20,000 of the r esidue thersof
1s tobe devoted to the establishmeni and support zof an industrial
farma nd school for the education of the Iudian children in the arts
and methods of civilized life.
“ection 5 of the act provides as follows:
‘hat before this act shall be executed in any pa t, the consent
of said {ndians shall be obtained tot he disposition of thefr land:
a8 providedherein, which con sent shall be expfassed in writing and
signed by a majority of the male adults upon said reservation
and by a majority of the r chiefs in council assembled for that
purpose and shall be filed with the Secretary of the Interior.
Shortlyaf ter the publication of the act steps were taken by
this office to obtain the consent of the Irdisns as therein required,
Unde date of “arch 31, 1885 , Special “gent charles H. Dickson wasg
instructed to proceed to the reservation and lay the subject before
them. © council was held acathe 6th of May following, at whid the
principél chiefs and headmen of tls conféderate tribes were present,
‘he provisions of the act were thoroughly explained and opportunity
was given them to disuuss the ma ter aong theﬁselves. They would not

positively refuse their consent, but much opposition was manifested and not



declared in favor of the act.
l::lnaxlly, af ter conferring toget er the asked for more
time to consider the question and it was mutuallya greed that they
should have four wecks in which to make thelr decision. Mpr.
Dickson immedia tely reported the result of the council to this
office and having agreed with the Indians torevisit themat the
expiration of the time fixed to receive the ir f inal answer ,he
mtur ed to other duties in “ashington Yerritory. He became convinced
that if the Iydians had been required to decide }:he matter then and there
the proposition presented to t hem would have been overwhelming defea ted.
"I a letter dated May 4, 1885 , two days prior to the council
Mr. “lckson intimated that outside influences had been at work
which might prevent his obtain g the consent of t he
Indians and Agent b(-)merville had also forewarned the office of the
likelihood of his failure on similar grounds.
Believing that it woildbe a great misfortune to the Indians if
they should persist in withholding their ccnsent to the provisions of
the act this office, adopting the suggestion of agent Sommerville, which
suggestio washeari y indorsed by the senior bIena'l:o:r- from Oregon,
My. Dolph, recommended to the department the appolntment of a special
commission to consist of two well known citi,izens of t hat state,
ex-senator James H. Slater and Hon %illiam C. Ia Yow with a view to having
the subject again pre sented and explained; this time by per sons with whom
the y were persdnally acquainted and in whom they were believ d to have
en tire confidence «
lnese § gentlemen were ac ordingly app inted and having b een
fully instructed in their duties met the Indians in councii oan the 1ldth
of July last and again on the 18th of the same month. T heir teﬁ vweeks
deliberation hal brought the Indians no nearer a final decision
then they were at t e first council; if anything, they were less
inelined to yield assent thanbefore. f'hey did not positively



4

refuse, butit appears thatt they were strmgly disposed toreject the
proposition entirely. Finally, at the suggestion of the commissioners,

the whole matter was sgain postoned with the unerstanding that
t he proceedin.s of the council should be referred to the Depar tment
and further instructions awaited. :he spclal commission has not yet
e endissolved and it is the intentlon to hold further conference
with the Indlansupon the subject during the present seasor,

J«.D.C. Atkins, commissioner.

To Hon Secetary of the I, terior,
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+.se.fhe divine scrvices on Sunday are well a ttended not only &h
by the members of the c hurch but by many who are rot amd a more orderly
c ongregation cannot be found 4&n the UnitedStates or one which appears
to take more interest in the natters which pertain to t heir e ternal
salvation.

Yuring the early pa t of la&t ronth Ehe Right “everand
A M. Planchet, bishop of Nisqually visited this agency
and administered the holy sacrament of confirmati on to over

twenty Ifdians and several whites who availaed themselves of
the visit of t he bishop to receive that holy rite at the same time .
Very'respectfully,your obedient servant

MeA. CSrnover

to . U.S. Indian agent.

Hon, *d ward P. Smith,

commissiomer of Irdian affairs, “ashington D.C.





