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Yakima "uaile
One of the most familiar charagcters in North Yakima is Susie

the sub ject of this sketch, whose likeness is shown below., “usie

1sa squaw,just & little wrinkled eld Indian squaw, feeble, tottering
like & last year 's reed in the breege, the light that once illuminated
her eyes fading ;rith the years that lave brought to her heart joys

and sorrows, pleasure and pain as they do te wemen and men eof

every race,

Susie is a landmark of ths past which she helps te cennect with
the present in the minds of the early aettlers of .the valiey., “he
was here befere the white people came, she 1 oked as old when they
first saw er in many respects &s she does now; she washed for them
essisted in their h ousework; she wasz comldered a religble and
trustworthy helper when many of the gwewn men &nd women
of today were laughing, blue-eyed babies in their mothers!?
armse Now she is passing inte decline; her strcngth is gone;
the cares of the present weigh but lightly upen her ani the
future she believes will take c are of 1itself; her mind roams back

’éo the scenes of s r childhood and underé in the woods and on the
M 1l: where she gatherd berries and wild flowers, fished in the
mountaein streams aml learned the true religion andthe love of the
Uod of nature from communion with netwe in the visible forms that
Bpyent recalled in his immertal "Thanatopsis,”

Susie's age 1s unknown, save to the auther of her being. “he
has ne ii.ea how eld she is and in fact never cared very much. Her
memory of events that are a part of the history of the s tate shows
thet shemust have lived nine decades and po:rbapa longer. Her
memory is remarkably clear in regar: to the early days of the
Catholic churches er missions throughout the valley, fer

she is a convert te the Catholic religion, & fact of which she
is very rroud. It means everythingand all to her and the



meanest thing tha t “usie can say to the little ruffians who
tease her ia "You are neo catholic; I know you; mike hale
Uatholic."

Through the kindness of Geerge Cary who speaks the Chinook
Jargon fluently and who acted asinterpreter & Herald reparter
held & canversatian withdusie a few days a&go and learned same thing
of her hiatory--"‘hore being parts that she will not give but then
vhat womkn is there who cares te lay before the whole world all the
peges of her 1ife's book? «-that will preve of mre or less inte
erest to the poopie of the valliey whe kmew her twenty, thirty,
perhaps fourty years ago.“he is by birth a Kittitas but her
father was a “enatches Indian vhose name she doces not remember,

She has & vague ides however thet he was intersated in the war
againat the white race along in thse 40!'s, Her mother wa:s a Kittitas
and “usie's early 1ife was spent where she wa: born in the vic-
inity of ;he present site of Bllensburg,

Here her parentw died, s nearly as she can desctibe the time
about 1860, “he has one brother still living, Kittiyas John
Her Indian name is Schwee-tat-lm, but what it means, not even she
knowse Put she 1s not half se proud of this er ef
the more convenient one given h@B8dd her by the white women as she
is of ber Catholic name which is Ceecilia.

Susie had her love affairs end Isr marital troubles, the same as
her pale faced sisters doe, ® he nerried Ipdian Charlie but Charlte
was ever of a fickle and changeable nature that didn't ge with
Susie. He was good toher as “iwash huscands go but he was tee
diligent in his p rsuit of the 1light that lies in women's eyes to
#uit Susie, se they separated., She ceunted off on her fingers ef

her wrinkled hanmds until the astonished listeners knew that
Charlie had s ven wives. A few of these, according te Susie,
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he still lives withnear &llensburge. She is the mother of an® son end
fowr daughters, '

The son was run over by an engine and killed in the yards here
about ten years ago. “usie was bitter in her criticism of the
Narthern Pacific of ficials, who should have paid her a sum
sufficient to make up for the loss of the son te her, she thinks,
She receiwd many promises ef settlement but never any money. Aqd
feur of e daughters are dead,

Many of the femllies in the Yakima valley have emplcyed her and
she was con sidered one o the best servants te be found along the
Indian wemen , She is teo 0ld and feeble to do much labor now
but she is willing to work whenshe can. Her home is a
1little hut not far fram the home of the sisters ef charity, whe
60 ses that she i1s supplied with the necessities of life,

She sits in tls sunny doerways along the street and is
frequently threwn a coin by & passer by , some times a visiter
or & tourist and sane times by thoese who know her well and
delight in hear ing the funny “iwash epeeches of t hanks she
makes for Susie 18 grateful for every small favor---+he
Yakima Herald, Feb, 22, 1904,

Note: Agency has record of age..net mysteriocus er as old as
indica ted..#180 her true name,.fest of story seems to coincide

with sgency record,®lick “elander,



Yakima Susie

F.D, Clemmer presented a petition asking the city council
to have “old Susie and her tepee moved off his lot in block 86 on

North Yourth s8trcets The request was granted=-Yakima Herald,

May 20, 1902,



Yakima Susis

Epas Susanna Eddian, alias "old Susie” alias Yakima Susie, alias "

Kittitas Susie, known to the agency a$§ Fort Simcoe on the reservation
as allottee 53" has become the subjectof corrcspondence between the
Yakima county and the Indian agency at the fort and indirectly
of corr spondence hetween the fort and the Indian agency at Washington.

Fineially Susie is down and out and some one must take care of
her. Just how to administer that care is a problem.

Mr. Paradise and his wife of the Oldtown road have been doigg as
much for the ven rable Indian woman as can be done and will continus
to help her until other arrancements can be made, but they have called
the attention of the county to her case and the county has called the
attention of Indian Agent Young to it and Mr. Young has called the
attention of the Indian department to it. And Mr. and Mrs. Pa adise are
continuing their assistance.

Mrs, or is it Miss Epas Susanne Eddian owns an allottment of 80
gyres on the resevvation west from Topoenish. She is the possessor of lot 3
and the northwast quarter of the southwest quarter of the southwest qugrter
of section 19, 11, 17. Not only that but she is a citizen
for she took her allottment under the Dawes act which co ferred citizenship.

She is therefor in a me:cure wealthy even though in want for

her allottment will sell for enough to support her the balance of
her days.

As a citizen she is entitled to county aid in her distress but as a
woman of property she is not.

In a shack south of the town on the 0Oldtown road Susie makes her
home. It is a windowless shack for small boys and hoboes break any
glass 1inserted to give light. For the most part thers is no fuel to
be found ther <for the hoboes take it for their own purposses.

The food su 1y at the shack is limited because of the fact that



2-Susie

hoboes , other Indians and the lawless appropriate what they find
at her place. I fact Susie , no matter how cheerfully she may laugh
when she is on the street seeking '"chickamin" is a prey to any
and all when she seeks the shack she calls home,
Wandering Indians on cold nights roll her out of her bunk
that they may sleep comfortably. Husky hoboes take anything she has from
money to fuel and scraps of food if it suits their fancy and small
boys compel her to open the door for light or sit housed wup
in the dark inside.

Mr. and Mrs. Paradise try to help her and there is a bright period
every summer when old Indian friends call for her and take her on a sumer
trip to the cool weather of th3 hills. But that is all.

Indian Agent Young suggests that Susie;s allottment be sold and
the money used to support her. He says that if she had her home somewhere
near to the agency he could issue rations to her but he cannot do
so when she lives at such a distance and bills for outside
assistance he says have to be disall owsd.

W.B. Newcomb, of the office of the cou ty auditor, has taken up the case
and will see that something is done, one way or another, for the welfare
of the well~known OBdd old characte --Yakima Morning Herald, North

Yakima, Thursday, Uscember 30, 1909



Susie

et has become of the coin which “usie, the veneraple Yakima
Indian mendicant has cajoled fran the purses of innumerable passersby?
Members. ofthe board of county camnissioners who now face the
rdblem of taking care of the aged redskin as & charge would like
sane solution of the mysterye.
‘t:ailing of an answer to the guery they have addressed
communications to of ficials in the United Sta sas Indlan department
urging that some aid be extended her,
At pre ent Susie is rounding out her hundred and more years
1n st Elzabeth's hospital attended by Dr, Philip Frank who
declares that s_ha may not be able toc are for herself longer.
Injured in some unaccountable manner recently, “usie was foundin a
precarious cond ition.She had been run over by some vehicle
and was severely hurt about the thighs,
“he wasunable to walk vhen discovered. Since then she has remained
in the hospital,
Dwr ing meany years past Susiehas made a living by the simple

Har extreme

process of coaxing money fran people on the streets.
age, said tobemore than 100 years, made her an dbject of generous
attention by the public while it relieved her fram much restriction
by the police.
b.usie)';s favorite stand duwing recent morths las been

in the vicinity of the new N;rthem Pacific passenger station
where she garnered a generous financial crop from travelers,

What she has done with themoney remains amystery. #fter it
went int o her eager maw it apparently disappsared for all time,

It 18 likely tha Susie will becom® & public charge said Dr.
Frank this ma ning."The injuries which she received recently will
protm uly af fect her permanently. Investigations have been made by
couhty authorities to learn what she has dome with hge money
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which she has begged,

#g Susie has an allotment of 80 acres of land, the
government Indlan department has been asked by BesS the
county commissioners to provide for her ." Yalkima nepubl:lc,

o
September 9, 1910,
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Under Sale of indian lands, Yakima Hepublic, Oct. 28, 1910.

Bysie Williams, deceased, allottee No. 1732; the
E 1-2 of the NE l-4 of Section 10 townzhip 10 N Range
18 E WM ; containing 80 acres more or less. Bids to be
opened December 5, 1910,



Yakima Susie

George Skahan, who occupicd the old lichels place on
the Yaki a reservation a mile and a m1f sasthwest fran Yarker
died at .lacoma Thur sday according to a report which reached this
city ~aturdaye.

His body was brought acres the mountains baturday and taken to
wapato for interment. Decea:ed, who was an Indian, is survived
by his wife and three children.

It was at his place that Yakima ®ysie, the aged Indian
vwagnan who has male this city her summer home f or yeams
is spending the winkr. lip., “kahan, was asked by Superintendent
Young of the Iudian reservation to give such care as was needed to
“usie for the winter and the task has been carried out, it is
urderstood, as well as possible unuer the conditions, Susie
bein; a more or less difficultc harge=-the Yakima Herald, Jan,

4, 1911,



Yakima Susie

"

"Yakima Susie" is dead. She died I vember 5 at tl'e home of
Agnes Emowtaueshet on the reservation betw - en Wapato and Toppenish.
The word of the death of the venerable Indian woman will be heard
with genuine r gret by a large number of the people of this town
who knew her in other days.

Susie was known to all the white people who had lived here any
length of time . Leonard Thorp, who came to the valley in February,
1861 , says ©0hdd he remem ers having sesen her very often after his
arrival and that she thenappeared to be an o0ld woman., Hon. A.J.
Splawn s1ys she was a very aged woman,

Epas Susanna Eddian was the propdr name of th@0O Yakima
Susie but as nrobabldy the only person who knew her right
title was the superinte dent of th Yakima reservation and she was k
lknovn from Kennewick to Ellensburg and from Puyallup
to Wenatchee as "Yakima Susie" or "0ld Susie," her real name
did not signify.

In the early days of the community when Susie wasn't more
than 60 or 70 years of age she worked as an assistant in many
of the homes then estsblished in this valley and was much
in demand where help was needed . Of late years she had been
a great de@dgd beggar and her huddled-up figure and outstretched
hand and her shrill cry for *®chimkamin® were familiar on the streets.

Yakima county from time to time took care of her but her shack
on be souther outskirts of the town w.s robbed again and again
despite the fact that the Paradis family, which lived near,
made a sincere effort to protect her.

About a year ago Susie went to the reservation and an effort
was made to have her allotment disposed of that there

might be noney to give her comfort in her old age. As a matter



of fact her allotment has been sold but the deed has not baen
approved and there has been no money available. Such estate
as she leaves will be small and there ar: a number of heirs,
one of them being the woman in whose house she died.

A quarter of a century ago the N_rthern Pacific railway
was under construction through the valley Susie's husband and a grown
son were killed b a train which struck their wagon. Later b a year
or two a second son, the only surviving child , w's killed
by the railway near Ellensburg.

From that time forward for years she supported herself
either b work or begging or in visiting around among her
acquaintances. Sphe was a Klickitat it is said s but had made her
home on the reservation since the treaty of 1857. She made frequent
trips to various par .s of the state to visit other Indians
. whe sould take
but after an absence of two or three or six months her stand near
the oioan corner or in front of where T.G. Redfeld had his |
office and shout her "“chickamin, chickamin, sixty five cents,"
and many a person who refused to donate was roundly whacked
over the head and shoulders and a blow from the old ladn¥Ys cane
carried considerable weight.

In some words of the white man's talk Susie was
considerably eloquent. It was when she begun her oratory
that.a sensitive person wished to be somewhere else --The

Yakima “‘erald, November 9, 1911. (with two col picture by Oakes)
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