Almon to step down from a;lrport board

BI TIM J. CHRISTIE
he Hersid-Aepublic

Bill Almon, s Yakima altor
and real estate broker, is resign.
" ing from the Yakima Air Termi-
* nal’s board of directors after
nearly 13 yoars.
e resgation, submited (o
Yakima Mayor Pat Bern
Monday, was_ dlsclored \Wadni
day and is o take effoct at the
. end of the month.
e e s
of the airport s
BNy . Dk e, ity
Council in 1982
In on interview Wednesday and
in his letter of resignation, Alm
Saxt i ey ey Wit e
real-estate business
A e e
needed (o continue serving the
alrport.

“Becau: see no likelihood
“_lhal 1 Mll b- able. I'.::mln.l'lne:::s
""\ u( llme nnceu-ry to chair the po-

ll‘!hn. I believe the best course of

my  ap-
pu
He sald_he considered resign-
m.n chairman and romaining s
member, bul said that
“_ v-unht be unlhlr i nu next chair,
4 “with it R B
ground.” and create uneertainty
among airport stall members.

When he nnﬂ his wife, Joa
Realtor, lnllmd
said, “We couldn't
predict am' b(.unr time" for him
to resign than right now.
He said he Iwk: forward to not
working seven
he's done for h

port business. Bul re-
cently he hasn't been
able to spend that much
time because his com-
mereial real estate busi-
ness has “gone gang-
busters,” he said.
Among Almon's real-
estate concerns is prop-
erty ol the airport. In
the 'F!hrulry issue of
thlmun
he phud

T hement o e al
able for development “strale-
sically lnwl.tdm ¢ he Yakina
Airport. property.”

owned by Aura Inc. and zoned for
lght Industry, sccording to- the

sufmi after he adver-

llsed office splcu for lease
airport, questions were raised by
private citizens t whether
al represented o polential con-
Mict of interest, City Manager

ALMON

Dick Zais said.

After those concerns were ex-
pressed fo City Council members,
Zais asked City Attorney Ray Pa-
olella to investigate. In an Aug. 9,
1994, opinion, ella said _he
could find “no technical conflict
of interest because Almon Realty
has :md Jinto any contract
with the airpo

I:n m Aug. 5 letter to
Mayor Pat Berndi,
Almon defended his list-
ing of the building.

“While 1 would hope
my years of service to

e airport would h:
precluded any doubt
about the matter, evi-
dently that is not the
case,” Almon wrote.

The building in ques-
tion is owned by Blaze
Construction,
leased the land from the airport.
The wife of the manager of Blaze

an Almon nmw
to_assist i

agent, asked Almon
oarketing the bullding. o weata.

a profit 0 anynnn other than n.e

airport,” Almon wrote.
Future ads would indicate that
the building is privately owned,
Hll‘! lll assistant
aid
Wednesday i s
ies law that speaks Elmtlv toa

ituation such as Almon’
f it was a situation whal’e Yo

agent for the board selling nlrpnr!
property, ll--t nuld be mu
re clea she said. “1 know uf
no statute that would specifically
address the situation you are
nm..g abou
said questions aboul po-
Il:llliﬂl l: nflicts had nothing to do

£ iEaris o boacd, Ahrensh bow.
bled waters and a period of
chango and leading it t new op.
portunities for growth in the fu-
ture”

Almon. 1 reserve Yakins police
officer who ran unsuccessfu
s s
served on the board during the
10605 "when \he airport was fac-
ing some very, very serious times,
both financiaily and legally and
otherwise,” Zais said.

He helped lead the airport

w.m HERALD
rough “severe I\nun:hl dis-
lrl " and lease prob-
lems that make recent controver-
sies about airport Inlslnl policies
pale in mmparilon he

Almon also has nav!.'d th(‘ city-
and :oulm'-nwn!d airport “exten-
sive amounts of legal fees" by
providing his own legal expertise

no charge, Zais said.

“There are a lot of things that
represent an individual who has
nm. his all for that airpori and
the staff and the people Hlll have
wol re,” Zais said.

Almon is one of two board
members appointed by the City
Council. Two others are ap-
pointed by Yakima County
missioners, and the fifth is $ollllly
appointed by the city and county.

A City Council subcommittee

irport-hoard aj

applications on file from the
city's most recent appaint
Bill Elkins in January 1084, Zais
The subcommitiee may re-
those umﬂdm as well as
any new applicas lﬂ T’n
subcommitiee Vlill en
recommendation to the hlll mlm-
cil. Loeal Histary
Anyone interested in serving on
the airport board may be pick up
an_application at the City Clerk’s
office. =




