Excerpbs of Archer letters. (Jamss“g} Archer, a captain at that time,)
Fort Simcoe, iW,7., Mevt, 1l4th, 1866,

i everybody is busy making bricks, cu. tlng timbors,digging foundatioms

and working at bullding quartersese..and promises to be one of the prett st
poats in the country.

"The comranding off'icer and c(ptains quarters, each one of the latier
being & separate and distinect cottage containing a hall, three spackoua
rooms and attdc, with a back bullding for a kitche:, on one side of a
square, on the opposite side & hospital, a quartermaster's store and
on one=half of each of tﬁe other sides are the campany querters of
the lieutenants, There is no hope however that any more bu’ ldings will
be com leted this fall than just what is suffict nt to afford us all
shelter a amst the cold of winter, viz two of the company buildings
and one house in which all the offilcers will have to live together, "

Fort Simcoe, V.7,
20th Oct, 1856
: "We are still busily engaged in preparing for t he winter which is
rapldly closing in on use None of the quarters willbe finished by Nov,
1 but I think by the 10th the quarters will be readya
Maj. Yarnett has been rushing things forward with much vigor but he
just got a leave of absence and will probably not be back hefore

lat Aprilees.

Fort Simcoe
18th November 1856
Cur quarters are a little nearer to comyletions.Today and tonight
the wind is too high for fire in front of my tent and it is too cold
te talte much pleasure In writing
3rd Dec. 1856

The winter is at last upon us. O, the20t of last month we had & fall



consistirg of Mrs, Black an’' Hra, FegeR ard little Em a Black

to dinner and spend the evening,
With love to all good night
affectionately
J .9. Archer,

Ft. Simcoe WeT., 2nd Nov 1856

Dear mothers
In my last letter I intended to eikclose a letter from Wieckliffe

Wwhich way be Iinteresting to you but when I was finishing the letter,
Maj. Garnett by whom I was to send it down came up to the door all
ready to start and in my haste Wickliffe's letter was not enclosed,

i+ differ from \%)R?ahg to the greatness of the Indian fight
which I hardly understand could have bren a fight at all but his is
the opinion of all Ckl. Wright's officers and of the peorle
generally of Oregon and Washington territories,

yours
J .g. Archer

I send this by a solder who is going to the Dalles on leave and
will probably be in time for the eastern mgil.



Fort Simcoe, W,T,
2d Yecember, 1056
1y Dear Pob:
I don't know whether or not you ever raeceived my loticr
I wroto to you frou the Ipthmus of Penams end frar Vancouver or from
my rirat camp on tho lachess river last Hay,

I would be perfeoctlysatisfied 1f I caild exchange any one of the bff'icers
here for you so thet I would have you with me , I know you would not be
sotisfied with less than captain or less than command of & company.

The situation of Port =imcoe 1s quite mretty, being en oak g;rwgfabmt
ten acres at . he head of 8 valley of some 10 or 15 milen in widthess.
about mldway botweun the pointw whers t hs Simcoe and "“opniah come dovm
thr ogh gorges o the mountains aﬁd enter the val ley and sbout 30 niles
fraa t he puint whershaving jJoined thore after gbout e ight ridles they emytr

1nto the ¥Yakmme Lur 1lttle grove is watered by three never faJ.Lin{,
8pringse of f'irent watere

It is slightly e levated gbove t he va |ley, all of which with the
mountaing i eschh side wo have a full view for thirity rdles yet in this
whole distance there is not a tree to be seen except in our little grove
and in two simllar grove: to the »ight anc the fringe of trees alorg the
Simeoe and ‘opinish which @re however too distent tobe distinguished.
11 the timbor in the country is eilther the pine whihh is EEUEE® found

on the top, the slopes and in the gorges, The mountains are hiigh
enough for the snow to rest upon during tle greater mrt of the year,
thus alffording moisture nece sary for the willow, birch, aldorand

oo btonwood whicdk fringes the water cairse.

Ye get our timber for buillding framn & gap in the mountsins two miles
back, The game in the country 1s grouse, of which theare sre four varieties ,
the%%i%ﬂ ?) pheaaant such as we lmve athome, the pine grousa which

nearly resewmblos 1t but is inferiar in brilliancy of plummsage a:d boldness
of {light, the sai® hen, a bout tke nize of a large Bhickon cock and the



the prairie chiclren, a 1ittle larger than the pheasants Tho fleuh of

ooth ¢he sage hen and pheasant grouse is dark nnd not very atronge
[BRammicy |
I have rot scen the Yaumming (eic) growe this side of tho “mscedes
but theve are plenty of them betw on that awd Vancouvar which is all a welil
wooded country. There is, as you know 8 tradition amongst ue at Lowne
that the r ed foxes are not "abopigines™ of the country but that they wore
imported into liargland a long time égo. Thia may have been true for
owr eastorn states but they are not likely to have boen imported
into this countrye
One was caught alive the other day by our Indian interpreter amd
brought into canmpe It was a veritable old fashioned red foxe

i enclege to you two feathers,ors fram the wing end one fran the tail

of & fletchér that you may obsorve clogely the difference in color,

Srd Yec, 1656
The winter is at last upun use n the 20th of last month we had a
fall of snow 14 inches deep whidh I supPos€ will lay on tho jround all
vintors ‘he weather is boconing 1mtansely cold. I had to thaw sy ink
“before I corrmnicated with you and it freezes in ny pen a5 I write so
that I heve to hold my poen tc the candle to molt it elthough there 18 & big
£ire just in front of my tente
Woodruff'e (oe @rvived here on tho 21st in the midst of the snow.
Thuradaey, “Yece 4, 1866
While I stlopped writing a few nminutes to warm my f ingers last
evening the ink again {7026 in the inketand ard I concld ed to lay by
my pen until marainge This moming I find the weather & good deal
nilder, But Thuracey thore was nmore snowe
Lte ¥yors who has beon gbsent fram the ccmpany sime Yt B
arrived with the oxpre smone ‘hey encounter d snow in the mountains

two and & half {oet d ep when i1t wes rot drifted. The direct roulo to the

Talles soon will he Impasasble but there is ancther by the Yaking
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riyer which we hops to koep up our com unication with youe

Ts1ton's brother is cye of e exwressmen. £606 Ho was here two
weels 80 &and atald in iy tent with me,

Guthrie wrote me by last mail that all ia quiet thero(on the Sound )
as far ss the Indians of t he territory are comnecerned but that he had a
brush with & party o lorthern Ladiens fram Bpitish Yolumhia who were
committing depredationa in his neighborhools *o drove then off
but he says 4 ey have o mzibiz#@c‘! numorous acts of hostility along the
Dow,nd_zam] that tlhe stoeamer, Magsachusetia hed gone in pursu.t of then
and. it was surnised had an an}jm_;ament with theme I wag also surmized
tha they vare sbuut mal rg an adtack a Capte Pickett as '“01. ingham Lay.
Thogo northorn Widians aro vory numerous ani warlike and Guthrie sooms to
anticipato a lively times “11 is quito and peaceful thls aide of the
Cascades,

Ve are =t11l buelly ongagod in bullding and proparing materialse
“or the lest month we have & saw nill at work with horse(or rather  ule

baen

power) which has superceded the whip saw we hac mer work' ng with.
14 +ho exception of one or two citizsn carpenters all the labord of
bullding the post 4is done by the soldlers, “very man of whom isg for
that ourpose on extra duby’ in the quartermaster department.
Company I'(VWoodruffta) and & (late “ovman) went into guarters last
Surcaye My compeny and Yoe C (Patterson's) will get in by next
Sunday, sures The of ficers wlill get into €2LEAM quarters about a woek
later, ¥ach officoy W 11 have for the winter cne room about the size
of o tente ¥hen our quarters are all finished however, which wil not
be before rext fall, we will have ample Qoom. Loch coaptain wil have &
separn te one~story ho se with & hall and three rooms on the £ ist
floor and & back building for kitechen ayd serventu' rooms lach
1ieutenant will have the sawe oxcept that the quarters of two lieutenents

will be under one roome In the meantime we wlill ba very glad o
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get the acantlent quartors where we can imve shelter,

Capte ¥Woodruif,wio arrived the sscord day aftev Maj. Garnett leoft,
will comnand the post until Yarnett's return,

I occasiwally ot & lettor fran Oliver *humge. Yrar wvhat he tells me
1 shwild think: Yan Francisco the last place 1nthe world for a T oung;
man to atart to make a fortune or even to live ine lo writes me that he eaw
in tho Haytiord vasenr th&ﬁ‘ Uenry was suwporting “ilnore, the "imov Noth ing®
cardidate forprosidoncys I was very sorry to hesr it for I lnow he alvaye
deésiren to bo right and I think he mdo a va:t mistako s not that
¥ilmove won1d not nale & mtliael president as he Aid before if
elected but becaues he would n ot be elected and the defont of Pucheanan
would result in the election by the flash rﬁpublican‘ eongress of tho

Ypomonte

infamous
Yo are as yet uninformed as to the presidential olection and aro
looking 1'or the returns by the rext steamer with groat interest. Yjve

my love to little lanry,.

(letter addrecgsed to Robert H. Archer of Jehn J«ilclan@) Hamntiord T

a brothared)



Fort Si¢mocoe, Ww.T,
4th Vecember, 1856
My dear mothors
1 doubs vaimch that t e comnnication will be kept

opens ThoBESESETID quarters will ke reacy and I will move my company into

them next ®unday.

Garnett left for the states » 19th ulto, "podruff arrived with i'\ia Company
on the 218t and will comiund the post.until Garnett's roturn in the siring,
Lt. Myers who ims been asent from my company since Yst 6 came in with the
expressman 2nd inst.

Thero are now at this post eight of ficers, Capt. Woodruff, Lte.

Yrazer, Douglasg,ligward, “lien, Larr, Myers anc I, 48 yet our messes
are pemarate as thoy necessarily were in the field, the of ficers of
each company forming one distinct rease But aes soon as we get into
quarters all our arrangemente are made for uniting into & s&ingle mess
to Inclwo all the of'ficers at the post,.

People at home are verymuch to blame ﬁho do not write to the absent
onese 26)

Lte Youglass came to my tent yesterday with a letter from his sister,
the first simce ke Joined ua at 01d Point, I never saw a child so
delighted with an orange as he was with that letter, He held it up and
waved it in fronmt of mo and showed me a flower she sent and made m e
smell it and acknowledge that it was sweetcr than any flower I ever saw and
talked a »out her ardi the letter amd looked happy and forgot all about
how simmeful it was for her to neglect writing him for so long and
then tell him she had not time before
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of snow 14 -inches decp which’'I suppos  will lay on the ground all
winteres I had to thaw ny ink before I comunicuted with you and 1t
freezes as 1 write,s.although there is a big fire just in front of my
tente

Thursday, Dec 4, 1856

esthe direct route to the Palles will soon be impassable,
We are still b sily en aged in bullding and preparing materials,
For the last month we had a saw mill at work with horse, or rather mule
powor, which has superc ded the whip saw we had 6e@fif been working
withe "ith the exciption of one or two citizen carpenters, all the
labor of the bxi@@ing post 1s done by soldiers,
Company P went into qua ters last Sunday. fhe officers vill get into
their qua ters in about a weel, My company and Yo, C will get in by next
sunday. Each officeor will have for the winter one room sabout the size
.Qf a tente &Bach captainw ill have & separate one=story house with
a8 hall and three rooms on the first floor and a back building for kitchen
and servants' rooms. Yach lieutenant will have the same except

that thequarters of two lieutenants will be under one room,

Yort Simcoe, W,T,
14th Dec, 1856
Congratulate me, I moved into quarters yesterday evening and hope in

a few days when I shall have become used to living in a house, to be
quite camfortable. Ve did not (et in a day too early, Two thirds of
the men of my compa y were frost bitten before they got in--just one
woek ago=-and nearly all of t e officers including myself were riore or
less frostbiltten. I hgve learned a remedy for its Stir sdl t and fresh
ashes into bdiling water, bathe the feet f€rom 10 to 20 minutes. The
D8tdl bath should be as hot as the feet can bear ite...the snow is

now between three and four feet deepe



He mentions with much feeling althowuh very briefly of the
intelligence of thes death of his father,
The severity of the winter we hope, 18 pasts ¢ week ago 1t bacame
suddenly warm and has continued miicd ever singe, The snowhas entirely

disappecred i'rom t e valley and mountaln gorges ame pouring out rivers of

watery

Fort Bimcoe, ‘_’eb 1,67
lly dear mothers
baoe
I havexdipossesced of the pleasure of writing to you

at my lescuwre by the arrival this nmorning of Owhi and several othepr
Indian chiefs who eame to have a talk and by whom 1have been bothered
out of all my little spare time I should have todaye *his @& one of

my busy days whon I have my roturng to meil out and offic.al letters
toprites I did not et twough with it until 1 o'clock at nighte

Nannie asks me who is my other sweetheart besides Carr--~tell her

Lts rityeru andl a very nice fellow he 1s , toos lis arrived Vec, 1 from a
1 eave of absunce. Lte Sorgeant whom I left on recruiting service has
resligned o Ho was not in my company at the time of is resignation.
Carr, vhon he arrived at Vancouver being anxious 4o be in ny company

mess applied to “Yolonel "right end cotained an exchange.

We hope shartly to have emme ladies at the post, “apts B‘lack recently

promoted to (late) Bowman's company, Major Carnett, who went home

to gt m rried and perhaps Lt, Reynolds,who Nannie writec me waa married
the other day widUfi and will bring thelr wives with them. My Lt, Myors
has & wife when he i8 at home in Yinclnnati ovut ehe was here or at least
at the Dalles in other drys and I believe "lives so sweot shejll';! asak

for no moree"

¥%e have managed to get shrough the winter here thus far very welle

Besides the few books belonging to off'icors the company querters, yet in
theiyr infancy contain about 1560 well selected books, Carr's roam

is on one side and Moyors on the other ofmy sittinglor par;lom S0 T



can tqlk to them throuch the cracks when I am reading.

(endq o 81 gnaturee.evidently some missing)



Twi-wl-an greek W,T,
12th Avg, 1858
My dear mother:

I neglected to#ay in my letter yesterday from the Atanum
that most likely I will not have another opportunity to send a lettes
to the "white settlements" for 40 or 50 days so without having anything
else to communicate I will write again to to prevent your being
uneasy on aceount of not hedring from me. I have no way of sending thé
that I know of for although we expect one mail 1t is expeCted to be
brought by a man who will remain with us when he arrives but it is
possible that some friendly Indian will be going in by whom I can send
this end I take the precaution to ha-ve it ready for such a chance,

Our march was short, only 10 miles, ‘hat of tomorrow will be shorter
to the Nachess,

By these three days -f marches the men will have been grddually
broken in so that the long march we commence on the 4th day will not be
so hard,

We got 1in today 't 10 a/m., and have spent the day
88860 bathing, fishing and I caught a fine mess of trout, cne of them
14 inches long. It is now twilight and our mall not yet fome.
affectionately
J.é} Archer
Entimumﬂ§raek, 13th
Maj. Garnett sends an express to Simeoe this
evening, We are 45 miles on our way, b'ing slow braveling but we will gt
along faster today,
Last night we were at Nachess river where I spent two months in
the summer of 56, I will write whenever I have an opprortunity but

don't expsct to have another,
yours

Jo4s Archer,



' Weena=-cha River,w.T,
30th August, 1858
My de:r sister Nannies
I have an opportunity tomorrow morning of sending
this to Fort Simecoe. I receivad your letter dated Rock Run June 30th
My last was from Entinum creek on left bank of the Yakima about two
miles above the place where I spent the month of Augusqjﬁé.
Lt. Allen went out that evening with a party of @ 15 mounted
men to attempt the surprise capture of a band of sB&&& Indlans about 8%
miles off, The next day we marched 16 miles further up the Yakimaeee
had scarcsly started before a messenger met us from Allen's party saying
was wounded(it was supposed mortally) at the moment of accrmplishing hs
success, about 4 o'clock p.m. (sic) He was brought into our camp, dying
and expired in 15 minutes, He was an excellent officer and greatly
esteemed and respected qy,anacla the whole command, Capt. Fragzer with
a small mounted escort immedistely carried his body to Fort Simcoe |
Next day, 16th Aug., marched 15 miles and camped at e beautiful lake,
Cleallum about two miles wide and six long--the last two days marches msiveKEt
tprough woods and here the high mountains came down with a regular slope
nhﬁ covered with pine and fir to the very edge of “he white pebbly shore.
The water was clecr as crystal and cold. You may imagine what a glorious
swim I had, Next morning the bugle of reville was answered by a saries
of echoes which I heard as I was leaving with the mounted party to
explore the river (Yakima) 20 miles above the lake. Maj. Garnett with
the rest of the com:and descended the river 5 miles to a point where
there was better grazing and then awaited my return. I returned to
his camp about 4 p.m. having ridden, altogether, about 45 miles, In the
course of my ride as I returned at the head of the lake I found a very
pretty bell shaped flower of your favorite blue color., I send it to o
you but the pretty shape is gone and before it rexched you I fear the
color will be faded but it will help to show that I always think of yoy



Fgt Simcoe, V,.T,
2nd Oct, 1858

'y dear mothers

"o returped fram our expedition against the N rthern
Indlans on the zgrd Sgptember, having wm rched since 10th August, 550
mlles includirg a threc ¢ays scout vhen I left waj. Garnett's comand
about 20 miles sbove thp mouth of the We-Na-Che river and crossed over
the Columble.
.e.Maj. Yarneti goes home 12th of this morth . His wife died a few
days bef are our return to Simcoe and his s a few howrs af ter his
mother o Both were well when we lefte Maje Ge did not know that his
family was 3111l until he was encamped 15 miles from here. Ile sent a
messengoer to tell his wife he would be there the next day,hungry and
thirsty, as much as to say he wanted lunch postpomed for himsslf and
officers. The messenger came back imrediately with the sad intelligence.
Capt., Judah's ard Lt Crook's compenies of the 4th inft. have left
us and gone to Yancouver so there are naw only our three companies
here.
affectionat ely
JeCGe+ Archer



Fort gircoe; W.T,
2nd Oct, 1858
My dear mother: '
We returned from our expedition arainst the Nnorthern Indians
on the 23rd September having marched sinece 10th August 550 miles
including a three days scout when I left KaJ. Garnett's command
about 20 miles above the mouth of the Weena-che river and crossed
over the Columbia, |
Our column was not so successful as Col, Wbightg. Most of the
hostile Indians having fled oveR to that side of the Columbia,
Qualchen and Ow~Hi, the chief disturbers of the peace have bren takene=
that and the chastisement inflieteqd by Maj. Garnett and Col. Wright will
I think finish the Indlanf war for some years to come,
Maj. Garnett goes home 12th cf this month. His wife died a few
days beforqhur return to Simcoe and his son a few hours after his mother,
Bogh were well when we left, Maj. G. did not know that '1is family was
111 until he was encamped 15 miles from here, He sent a messengser to tell
his wife he would be there the hext day, hungry and thirsty, as much
as to say he wanted lunch postponed for himself and offic-rs. The
messenger came back immediately with the sad intelligence,
Capt. Judah's and Lt. Crook's eo-panies of 4th inft. have left us
and gone to Vancouver so there are now only our three comranies here,.
all well
affectionately

J{%, Archer



at home,

Left the Yakima 18th Aug. and arrivcd here 20th, This river,
(Wenachi) you will find I think on the old maps under the name
Pischous, Tomorrow we start for Lake Chelan and Ft, Okinakane.

Maj. G2rnett expects .that we will be back at Symcoe by 20th Sept.
We will not have a fight nor meet with any further success. The
remaining hostile Indians will aveid us,

The gold stories concerning this country I am satisfied are

humbugs, although no doubt there is some gold iV the country,
| Affectionately

J«l. Archer



Fort Simcoe,; W,T.
Octcbs~ ( no ‘ate) 1858
My dear mothers
I duly received a letter from home by the last mail,
They come $0 regularly that I am absolutely certain of a letter every
two weeks. I am afrald however that we will be cut off from mail
facilities by the snow this winter., The Indians predict for us such
another winter as that of’56. This morning the range of hills surroudding
the valley to the scuth and the hills to the west are white with snow
that fell during the night. The inspector €én. (Col. Mansfield) arrived
yesterday on his tour of inspection. MaJ. Ganett starte this rorning
for the east on leeve of absence. He intends to apply for leave to vistt
Europe, never to return to this post if he c:n help it, This leaves
me in comrand of the post at least until next spring. I move into
Maj. Garnett's hcuse at once. Have bfought &ll his table kitechen ,
bed room and other furniture indespensables to the to the comm
and officer of a post who 1s obliged to entertain visitors at his post.
Col, Mansfield will I expect, be my guest for a few days,
The Indian war 1s at an end. A9l the tribes east of Columbia o
river,Palouses, Coeur de Lanes, Spokanes, Cayuses and Send 'orays
have surrendered at descretion and given hostages for gooAd behavior,
Our own expedition, on this side I think was equally productive
of good., The hostile Ihdians were captive in their mountain fasstness
where they bellieved the foot of a white man would never follow, and hawe
been chastened sufficlently to impress them with the bellef that theore
is no safety but peace,
We took no hostages and killed but 10, As far as we went oud work was
thorough and peacel established. Col. 8teptoe is goeing hore on leave,



We think he has been badly treated by Gen. Clarke in not belng given

an oprortunity to retriwve his fortunes=-people who do not understand
the circumstances of his defeat and few care to look beyond the
facts of success or fallure are I supposed disposed to censure him
severely---Gen, Ciarke, by not giving him dommand of either
Wrights' or GarnettfY column(He wa$ entitled to GarnettfV position)
but leaving him in garrison at Walla Walla has dons a great deal to
confirm the first bad impression iy the minds of the public,

I shall miss Mej. Garnett whom on the whole I like as commanding
officer in spite of some little offences, He is brave, intelligent,
impartial (except toward himself) truthful and full of energy.

I was afraid I would not get time to write this =-so much
business has erowded into the last week...vigipresident of a general ak @nD
garrison court, both sitting on the same days~-~garrison court
sitting during the sTOB@8d recess taken by the genersl court--81&0 h
drill twice a day, payl g off , inspecting troops and taking charge
of the post and direction of the various pleces of work that
come on and about to be=«I mention all this in excuse for for the
hurry and apparent carelessness of my letter, With love to all,

affectionately

J.¥. Archer.



Fort gimcoe W.T. 1lst Fov, 1858

My dear mother:

I duly received Nannie's welcome letter--if it
was short it was very sweep. I only rececive letters from her and
Mary and cannot thank them too much for their never failing kindness
in writing to me,

Nannie and lary have both written as if they were (:ilﬁ‘jt and
thought it was(j)bn account of not being able to engage in the speculations
consequent on the Fragzer river excitement--such is by no means the ease
I have only thought 6r written or talked about it to amuse ayself or
to show my superior knowledge and if I had any amount of money to
speculate with would be just as likely to lose it as not,

And now my dearest mother I will (:::) to the letter I was so proud
~and happy to receive fpom you and tell you that nothing could be further
away from my thoughts than the idea that you were in any way unkind
or thoughtless or ineonsiderate of me on the contrary, the grestest
pleasure I had in my visit home and the grestest pleasure I have
in recallin; it ever day amd every night when I lay down to sleep was
the warmth of your welcome and the gratification I saw my visit gave
You.I have never in my whole 1ife doubted that you would cheerfully
make any sacrifice , entirely personal to yourself even to the laying
down of your life to secure the happ ness of ycur children,

Maj, Gernett left the morning of the 16th ulto , Gen. Harney has
come out to take comrand of the new department of Oregon which has
been established for that part of the old department of the Pacific
lying north of California,

The inspector general, Col, Mansfield, staid about a week with me
and kept us pretty busy while here, I think he made a very complets
inspection. The last day however he and we werc at leasure he took that

day he sald for pleasure.l had all the ladies of the post,



“Fort g8imcoe, W.T.
20th Rcv, 1858

My dear mother:

For nearly two weeks I have besn anxiocusly expecting a
letter from home, Every alternate day have I sat u p until after mid=-
night waiting for the arrival of our cxpressman--I have now become
satisfied that some efecident has haprened to the mail stesmer,

On account of the detention of our expre-sman at the Dalles walting
for the ea$tern mall we have missed the opportunity of sending letters
by the coast steame~ from Portland to San Francisco and I am obliged
to send a special messenge~ to sarry some letters which cannot wait,
On the 10th inst. I sent out a party of 39 mounted men under Lt,

Alexander with orders to proceed tc a point 35 miles above Okinakane
on Columbia river and about {E;ggggﬁ) from this point to attempt the
captu-e of some hostile Indians and murderers of white men, This party,
on account of the weakness of their animels, went only as far as the
erossing of the Columbia 75 miles--by the assis ance of some friendly
Indians however they succeeded in taking five Indians who had murdered
white men in time of pesacs. They returned yesterday,

The winter is later coming than it was in 1856, but the Indian#ho
seem to possess an iﬂstinct in such matters predict a very severe one,
¥ou must therefore not expect any regularity'in my letters until next

spring,. Yours affectionately

J .?-. Archer



Fort gimecoe, W.T.
3rd Dec, 1858
My dear mother:
I received Nennie's letter of 15th Cct la-t night just
after I had given up all oxpectation of the mail arriving on that day

I am sorry you should allow any newspaper accoun's to give you any
anxiety,

Two thirds of the news fpom this post received PrOMI®RA =2t the Dalles,
Vancouver and Portland and nearly all that finds its way into pu lic
print 1s as new to us as it is to you,

Capt, Black, Lt, Camp and Dr. HegarWith five prisoners to be
tried and a dozen witnesses leave the post tomorrow to attend
a geneRal court martial at Ft Dalles, A9l the Walla Walla cases also
are to be tried before it. I have some doubt of this being able
to get through the snow. I have but little hopekhat they will be able
to get back before spring if they ére not turned back before they get
there, When they have left us then we will have one officer to euch
company, Capt. Frazer, Lt, Alexander and myself who with Mrs., Black
and lrs. Heger will constitute all the society at the post. This
promises a rather dull Cyristmas,

I had aprlied for 2 court here and expected three or four officers
from below and that they would be weatherbound and stay all winter,I
do not despair howover of getting bthrough the winter pleasantly enough,
I have just comrenced on the books you gave me which with a few
others on hand I think will £411 up my moments., I 1ike Jeffrey even
better than Macauley and Allison not so much but very well, Ngxt time
I write I will not ©® allow myself to be so much SEEEREEEAd pressed
for time., Now the arrival and departure of the mail is hardly
sufficlient for the composition of my official correspondence s returns
and reports

With love to all, affectionately, yours, J.g. Archer,



Fort Simeoey WeT.
25 pac, 1858.
My dear mother:

I am almost afraid sometimes that I anoy you with the
frequency of letters containing nothing. My excuse for this one 1is that
this i1s a man going to the Dalles tomorrow who csn take it if it is
possible through the denp snow, Something else may delay the mail I always
try to send out by regular expre$s the 1lst and middle of each month,

We have had thus far a very mild winter with but little 8now
and only about two weeks of severe weather, last winter, I am told, was
the same.I want to apologize thoroughly for the description of the
climate, previously given, which was basad on my first winter's experience
here.
Considering this and nly three officers and two ladies _
present, we managed to get through Christmas very well, The two ladies

are living togethsr

end
FPort simcoe W,.T.
2nd January , 1859

My dear mother:
Our mail is just closing and I have time oniy for a few
words Just to say good night before we go to bed.

New Year's day passcd off very pleasantly., The absentees had returned
from the Dalles and together with Mrs, Black end Mrs, Heger dined with
me yesterday.

I was very glaed to learn by Nannie's letter, received a day or
two ago that she got the flowers I sent her from Lake
Kleallum(sic) and Chelan and that she was so glad to receive them, I

was a little surprised to hear of Robert Archer's marriage.l think
is .e...right for a man with a family of children,



Ifagrii‘wfth RNan:ie that We-man W 1 iams? f.x;ly do Mot believe
he is going to marry the pretty French girl and that if they did
believe it they would not have taken off their mourning , With love
to all |
affectionately
Yours J's. Archer,

Fort Simeoe, W.T. 13th January,1859
My Qear mother:
I have not quite recovered from my o0ld habit of
procrastination and although 1t did not ceuse ms to neglect any of
my official duties or to be too late in their rreformance, it compels
me to be very,very (underlined very) about the last howrs an@ sometimes
when the mails are going off leaves me but little time for the more
pleasing duty of writing home. Such 1s the case now especlally,
Nannle's letter telling me of Ellen Murry's @marriage
reception, dinner etc, was duly receive?’ a few days ago. The mails GER
have bfan but 1little impeded by the ics and snow, indeed we have had a
winter thaw, |

Day before yesterday I proposed f1ll'ng the i1ce house with ice six
inches thick, the first sufficilently thick this winter, Yesterdiay we
had a snow six inches deep and today it is becoming warm again, The
work at the post it seems will never be quite done,

I have had since Garnett went away and expect to have for some months
to come 20 to 80 men(soldiers) employed as carpenters, blacksmit!s,
laborers etc. (OMOCASLEERAARARN 1n fact it is as soldiers, hewing wocd
and digging ground and it is very seldom that they are able to indulge

in militery exercise @@ enough
to enable them to perserve the appearance of a regular army.

If you have not, read the Virginians by Thackery,
affectionately J. 92 Archer





