Wright..Stcamboat.

The Cod. Yrigh. was comman ed by Capt. Len White, an
experienced stern wheel steamboat man. The boat was built with a
mast that carried a huge square sail which proved of material ad antage
during e season ofwings that are regular trade winds up tl® r iver.
Previous to 1859 the :olumbia from ‘he Yalles upward hadbeen navigatded
only by I dian canoes, the Hudson's tay company's batteaux and for a
shorttime immediately before thisrdate by a few flat bottomed sailing
craft freighting o :o Wgllula which was then old Fort “alla Walla,
Successful steam navication was established that year bythe building
of the Col. Wright, a stern wheel boat, at the mouth of by Deschutes by
Lawrence W, Coe and R.R. Thompson. These men had secured a cof®0
government contract for carrying freight for Fort “alla walla and this
business they had handled with the flat bottomed batteaux or schooners
ropelled bh sall and w ind power.
fhe start up therier was made on Aprid 18 with & dozen
passengers, the owners of the boat and 50 tons of
freight. ‘he i'irst obstacle was the John “ay Kapab Rapids..
..Coe and Thompson added other boats to the service and
in 1862 when the Oregon S team Navigation Company was
incprporated a merger was formed, the owners of
the upper 1iver boats becoming heavy stockholders in the new companye

(material in betwemn previoysly copied from ooder material)

™e DPalles.



Yerry Boat Captains.

J.W, Troup
J.W. Troup who captgined the boat, 1878, wheat, “alla #Walla, 4t
21 made captain. Moved to the Dalles Yascade run, made superintendent
of the OR and N« ‘hen to Seattle with “anadian Pacific Prince.es
line in 1873. Persuaded Ainsworth to build Harvest “<ueen.,

J«W. Troup c omanded the Harvest Hueen from the time it was
built, about 1878 to 18920,

It was 200 feet long. The boat e@Pn carried much of the “alla
Walla wheat down the COlumbia to The Dalles.
“fter the railway came in as far as the D8lleSe....

Toup sta ted career at 18, captain at 21. fe was regarded sas

the dean of the Columbia river captains.

G"'. +



Yol, wright.

0" April 18, 1859, the Col. Wright left her landing at Deschuteg for
the upper rivers.. built at the Deschutes,selscted just above its mouth
wherethere was a bridge and a wagon road from The Dalles. the bridge
was owned by Victor Trevitt.
‘im from Deschutes to Umatilla, on upper river, being 24 hours, return h
18 hours.
_ In 1861 the k"'i*i,cf,h‘l: made the f irst trip evermade by a steamer up
the Snake and ;n-up _he Clgarwater. . ‘wo othertrips weremade this
far, than a landing at the confluence of the two streams which place

Victor Lrevitt named Lewiston anc the place across ther iver Clarkston



Wright.(Boat )

half pilot house, Six passenger alone out of the 70 or 80
came over to the crawd and a passenger meant ‘:’20 apicce them. Directly
he called th zggggr(.%pt.coe ) and said, keep u p the steam,
and beready to leave as soon 3 as the freight is in about half an hour
fifteenminutes before the leaving time tw whistles were blcwn, the
signal for leaving.lhen therewas a general stir on the Spray and scouts
were sent over to the Wright ask ng what wasup,where you going down

the river..the: the big rush, the black line stre:med down the cobble
beachto t® Wright, “apt. Baughman ami 4 keny ,purser endmanager
A Pankeny his father, majority owner wasin town.

:he Col. Wright was not an imposing ship..She had only a
half house below and carried her freight in the hold. buthad a very
coinfortable cabin am dining room all in one. T he built-in seats could
be open d out and made into beds arl she had two staterooms aft opposite
thegalley, for ladies.Bu_t she was a little and but little faster than
her competitor, the Spray.

Some 65 of the spray;s passangers that would have gone down on
her,had the Wright beenlaid0G@0at her landing until the morning as
usual and rep esented a passenger toll of some fl,.’.’)OO. 43 we turned
t he “evil's Elbow a mile or so below the black smokewas rolling out of
the Sprays stack at G6d0dHastibaéd “old Harbor at the head of the
Umatilla fapids, the Wright tied up forthe night and the passenger:
made up thei bunks and played cards. L: about an hour welooked up
the river smad here came the Spray. Of course we expectedher to come

alongside for t he night,never dreaming that she would attempt to

run Umatilla rapids at hight, but on she went. ’_xhe rapids were

bsd enough in daylight buta t night, bright moonlight though it was,

was an unheard o! thing. We watched him anxiously for thought it was



an o positionboat, swe did not want to see them come to Grief.,
But down through the upper gate and then away across ther iwver and
backing down around the upper riffle, then back and down through the surging
roarl g middle riffle and past t e nip at the gravel bar
and around the angleworm turn at the foot of the rapids, all safe and
sound.

4 marvelous act and only “apt. Eph could have done it. Put at

Devils Bend the Spray came to grier aml struck the noted and
dreated split rock. But on he went patching the leak so as to keep

her dry. O through Canoe “ncampment and Owhyee , fock Creek, I,dian and
thenNeedles “ye at John Pays and finally Five mile and Hell Gate.

811 of them bad enough in the day time,but a t night. Of course
he missed Umatilla, where w_e picked up some 10 passengers at Grand
@odadgd and at Grand Ronde, landing som fivemore. #lth;agher we
landed at Yelilow ithnear 100 passengers. #w we passed

U0 lumbus, they were hauling the Spray out,for repairs , they
h aving ways there. Baughman charactiriezed it, a dirty Irish trick
But it won out. It proved that Capt. f"aughman wa &8 steam boat
pilot par see wi few equals and no superior andfinally the grand

old man, the xdean of r iver pilots.



P{eamboats -
Y
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ghe death of Lawrence S. Coe which occured in ®an¥ rancisco
removes one ofthe men who held an important place in the early history
of steamboating in Oregon. “ith his passing away R.R. Thompson is :the
sole survivorsof those who3d7 years ago organized the Oregon
Steam Navi ation COm.any, that during his life was a great factory
in thecomtiercial history of the state,
" Lawrence “oe came to Oregon frOm.:ew York in the earIy 50s
with his father, Mathaniel Coe who was the first government official
of tle postal service in the northwest.
for a number .of years he made his home at Hood ﬁiver and engaged
in the transportation business. He first started in business
with the running of sailboats between the cascades and the dalles
and afterward bullt the 11t le steamers Mary and “asco to play the waters
of the Il ddle Columbia river,
Later with R.R. Thompson he built the steamer ienture at Cascades
It was Intended to steam the ve el up to the dalles and then t ake
1t overland to Celilo for the purpose of running on the Upper Columbia
and “kane rivers.T he trial trip was to be made under the manabement of
Capt. Coe butthrugh misundertaking the lines were cast off before the
engineer was ready :«nd the Venture went over the c ascades.

Afterward she was sold , her name changed to Umatilla, taken to
raser river during the mining excitement of 1858 and earned a large
amount ofmoney forher owners. *he loss of the Venture in no way discourg

Coe or Thompson. They immediately built thesteamer C l.Wright,

af ter receiving a contract to transport army supplie. to fort
Walla Walla and other interior posts. Previously such_supplies were
carried from the mouth of the “«xBQ0 Yeschutes to old Fort “"alla Walla,
n ow “allula, in Hudacnns Bay cOP company batteaux and other cr_aft

propelled by sail and oar.



:he C:?]_. Wright s the first steamer to naviiate the wmters of
the Columbia and its tributaries above Ehe Palles
and after she had gone into suchservice her owners j oined the
combined campaniesand on Dec. 29, 1860, f ormed the Oregon Steam
Ngvi =tion l‘c:ampany, more famlliarunder the name 0.S.N. C,.

In 1861 the great numper of people seeking thegoldmines of Idaho and
Montana made it necessary for the 0.S.N. Co to furnish better
facilities at the poRtages than were afforded by teams, in order to
keep up wi h busines. Capt, Coa‘vas sent tolew York to purchase
locomotives, cars and rails for the full gequipment of the portage
at the cascades and the @0 dalles and t his material with a complete
machinery plant wfor shops at the Dalles was shippec around the
Horn in a vessel chartered for that purpose. in the spring of 1863
bothpo tages werse flinely equipped and prepared to do business in an
expeditious manner.

Sept 1, 1863, L'e.p*l:.. c0@ re inged his position as t e officer

in charge of the busniss of the company east of the cascades, sold out
d 1 his interests and mmoved with his?® amily to San Francisco,
‘herehe engaged in the minring busines:, was at one time president of
the Yellow Jacket company but oly relized that there wa: an inside
ring manipultating affai s after he had lost all his money,

something like 125,000 1 which he hadmade in Ynegone



Early ferry tripe.

,-bhe clear sound of the engineer's gong at dawn te next morning found
everybody up, all interest centering on Umatilla “apids for if this
obstruction could be pa.ised success for the enterﬁrise and the country

WS a sured. These rapids were formed by three separate reefs
a half m le apart from each other amd will always be a difficult place
in the river although tl® govermment has expened thousands of dollars
to improve them during the past years,

*he three reefs wepe made without Injury, the toat trembling and creaking
1n every part as it breasted the current, the water P uring over the
bow and deck in a flood and she : ided into the open

river again just as the b reakfast bell rang ca-ling to material things
after thewar of giants,

“eneral congratulations t .ok place at the table. Lhe owners were
hap;y and the passengers could now €0 on by horseback in a few hours
to Walla Walla. But the captain was cautious. "i11, boys, he said, we
are up but we lave to go down.

The Colonel Wright arrived at Waliuls at 9 o'clock 8ighting the first
home of a white man since leaving “eschutes and Higgins, the solitary
inhibitantcame out to t ake thelines. Here stood the old adobe fort, e rected
by the T1udson :')ay company years before and now occupied by the army quar termas-
ter who used the building as a warehouse,

Two hours la ter the 1lomd was discharged, the bassengers embarked
on the hurricane decks of “ayuse horces furnished by the I'dians,
the lines were cast off and the boat was headed wown stram on the
h anestretch. *he speed was astonishing. Umatilla was run without
accident and with a full head of steam on, the captain reached
John Yay at dusk and coul still ses threatening rocks rising from the
boiling water. It was plain salling to Deschutes which was reached as
the steward was lighting the cabin for supper having been cut on the famous

run two days, inaugurating one of tie greatest enterprises in h@80
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the Northwest.

Puring this vear reglar trips were made betweenD eschutes and “allula
and an exploring trip up to Priest fapids. Up to 1860 the character of
the “nake river was wholly unknown. No white man since the fur traders

had passed up or down.

W ith the new decade gold discoveries on the Cdearwater
attracted at tention and miners were routed from"“ alla Walla
overland to the mouthof that river where it flows into the Snake and on
to the gold bea g district where the towns of Oro ¥ino and Florence
sprang uplike magic in these succe sful diggings. “arly int he spring o
this year the army quarter master employed the Colonel Vright to ascend
the ®nake as far as the mouth of the Palouse, & point on the direct
r®Q080 land route for army supplies by wagon for Foit veQU ;olville.
The steamer succeeded in making Palouse ard a swarehouse was mainta ined
hese.

n 1861 a Seth Slater of rortland wished to transport a load of miner's
supplie to the Florence district and agreed withthe owners of the
Wright to make the trip wup the Snake River. “hen t he boat left
Deschute , Celilo had not yet been used as a name for the lower end
o the route. It was full of freight and passengers bound for the
Salmon fiver diggings,mining tall, sluices, long toms,rockers, pans,
pay cgravel and bed rock being terms hea'd fromall sides.

Those people were to bedropped at Wallula although all desired to
share in the fortunes of the boat but the captain woDQ0AU would undertak
no further responsibility than “later's contract.

“#fter entering the nake river the captain touched on an
island vhere an enormous tree had 1 dged from a former highwater and
the crew and volunteer passengers were hafi@680 landed with axes
kept for this purpose to add to the Supply of fuel. Upon disturbing the
trunk of the tree a nest d rattlesnkes was also disturbed and a dozaq

woere' killed.



4% Palouse an enterprising person had strung a rope ferry and Passagp
o the boat was barred by the wire cable which s wung barely a bove the
currentht he middle of the river, far too low to pass under. The
ferryman tried to persuade the captain that it was impossible f or his

boat to make ther iver m account of the rapids :above although his
opinion may have b en b#£866 biased by the thought that if upper navi ation
was assured his ferryboat business would be ruined. Unfortunately the
wheele of the stemer caught in the wire and snapped it like = pipe €86
stem,

Palouse Rapids now confronted the boat, ther@ 0 river being in s uch
immense volume with the June rise that the tide of speculation rose to
high water mark among tie pa::éngers. Ihch by inch for two hours the

gallant "Bight strove for the summ t, reached it and the first
difficulty vanised. 4t the head of the rapids on the right bank was
Fort ?aylor, now called Yrange City, a small earth emb. nkment
with a single racin remaining and a solitary = ldier on guard, waving
his hat as the poat passed by.
The rapids above which were hea and feared O were named by Captain

White Texas Itapida, a polite term for a more unhappy place where no
water is. © line was put out, the sail set and a favorable breeze

risigng in the nick of time, the boat forged ahead faster than

the cable could be hauled in , entangling it in the wheel., S8till the boat
propelled by both steam and sail rushed over the rcrest like a thing

b8b® bewitched. 4 landingwas ma de and an hour spent in cutting the cable
out ofthe wheel,

No Indians lad beenseen on the river until now when an

encampment came into view, deer skin hodges besides a stream, canoes,
fisheries on the bank and a herd of horses browsing on the

hillside.

‘he evening was spent inmusic and song. “harley Frush and his banjo
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banjo togother with his charming tenor veice carried all the other
fgays far avaye.

A% daylight the bost wasunder way so no one wasl ng in bed. #t 8
o'clock a h ouse was seen on the banks of the river on the trail from
mglla Walla to #;powal, where a ferry was located. Lhis was the great
Nez Yerce trail, the chief thoroughfare betw:n the upper and lower
countries as these regions were called in those days. There was qulte a
crpwd of people a bout the house waiting tobe ferried over the r iver am
pack trains were strung along the tra 1 on both sides 2ll in motion one
way, going to themines. 45 the boat came up, the travele s rushed down
the bank and some firing off guns and pistols, which was answered by
tooting of the steam whistle and cheering in return.

iheuaptain was for a time undecided which river to ascend, the
Snake or tk Ylerwater but as the pack trains wereheaded up the Clear=-
water the boat was headed into that stream. #s the boat approached the
Indianagency at Lapwal the chief, Lawyer, cké#ed out to his people,
look, here comes a water wagon. ;ew I,dians had ever seen a steam-
voat. Hdre a f ew minutes were spent, the Ihdian agent and Lawyer
were invited aboard and then the boat steamed on. #fter ahard days

w orkthe captain concluded he could go no further withs:fety and with
My, Slater's consent the merchandise was landed about twenty flve
miles above the agencye.

The Col. Wright made two more trips up the Clearwater in the next
three weeks and as the water fell a newdepothad tobe located. *he
tongue of land between the Snake and Clearwater rivers at their
junction was selected a s a terminus and as a sultable place for a town
to grow up as a distributing point for mining and military supplies.

‘he name of Lewlstonwas be towdd upon the new tent city by Victor
Inevitt who wasat the landing one week later where three hundred people
wer awaiting transportatione. In response to a demand for aname at

the upper end of the rou-e for the billing of goods, Trevitt said,



call the place Lewiston for the f irst whiteman who set foot ont he spet,”

:he boat's trip down was a rapid one, stiff places andr apids which
took hours to as end vanishing on the return.

This trip from Yeschute. to Slaterville casumed thrie and & half days,
the return downstream bdng accomplishedin eighteen hours.

Coe & Thompson;a freight charges from Pechutes to “allula by batteaux
were ore hundred and five dollars per ton. With the success of the
“rightthe charges were reduced to eighty dollars per ton and the
batteaux had to go out of commission. Wood for fuel cas t ten dollars
per coide. “aptain White's wages were five hundred doll:rs per monthe.

“s an illustration of the lage business dors at t his time the

following figures takenf rom te books at ‘he Yalles for t ickets for te
thetrip up alone: Steamer ol Wright, March 7th, $2,625; March 29,
$2446; March 31st, ¥1570. :"his was in 1862,

Cose anf:hompsonuadded ar®0 other boats to the service and in 1862
when the Oregon Steam Navigation Company was incorporated a merger

was formed., tlB owners of the upper #iver bats becoming heavy=-
stockholders in the new cu pany. ;he achievemdnts of the Oregon Steam

Navigation Company from this perioduntil it was finally merged into
the Oregon Hailway and Navigation Campany form an important part of

the history of the northwest in its development.



