‘risoners: War of Rebellion Series Ty vo-l JIC fa) 5

General's Office, “ashington,July 12,1861

Quartermaster -
Hon. Simon Cameron, Secreﬁary of War:
Sir: As in the conflict now commenced it is to be'expected th:t the
United States will have to take care of large numbers of prisoners of
war I respectfully call to your attention to the rropriety of meking some
arrangements in time,
Ag present persons arrested on suspicion of disloyalty are kept in
in the common jail at Washington. I am endeavoring to procure some
building here more suitable fortheir temporary safe-keeping. Frisoners
of war are enti led to nroper accommodations to courteous and respectful
treatment, to e ration a day and to wonsiderstion according to rank,
Heretofore when the government has had prisoners to care for a
commnissary of prisoners has been sppointed . He keeps the muster list of
prisioners, negotiates exchanges according to the cartel, sends funds to
the commissary of the enemy for use of our friends in their power, and
Should be en accomplished gentleman, as his office &§ of high power and
Importance.
General John Mason of Vir ginla, father of the ex-Un‘tedS tates Senator
was commissary of prisoners for the United States during the lastyar, Mr

fritish consul at Ygw

Barclay , father of ¥r, Harry Barclay, end the
York was the fritish comm‘ssary of prisoners.
fhe provost-maershal 1is the chief superintendent keeper of prisoners,
but i rank and position the comnissary of prisoners is much‘higher than

the provost marshsl. Large sums of momey may pass through the hands of
the ommissary of prisoners. *he negotiationof exchange of prisoners is
important. A lieutenant-colonel has been e xchanged for a captain and ten
privates ; a general for acertainn umber of other officers. gnowledge

of military law and custom is needed in order not to offend by errors

ofIi%porance In treating these delicate quest ions,



I respectfully recommend the; some person be designated as comissi onary
of prisoners, and charged with the care of fhe r isoners now in our
hands and preparations for thoselikely to fsll into our possession,

I also recommend thst one of the islands off “andusky , known as the
Put-In-an Islands of Lake Erie, be rented as a depot and place of
confinement Bor prisonems of war. Arrangements should ke at once
mgde for thelr accommodation to avoid gre t embarrassment when t hey
begin to come 1 ,

I rerain sir,very respectfully, your obedient servant

M.C. Meigs,qu.rtermaster general

(Preliminary to Johnsonp's island)
y



Prisoners: (Pegram)
"ar of the Rebellion Series II, Vol. III, Prisoners of War (shaken book)
?everly, Va, July 13,1861 Co1 E.D. Townsends

Have recelvedfrom Tegram proposition for surrender with his officers
and remnant of his command, say 600 men. Have accepted surrender
agreelng to treat them with the kindness due prisoners of war, but
wtating tha it was not In my power to r lieve them from any liability
incurred by taking arms against the United States. They are said to be
extremely penitent and determined never again to take arms against

General Government. I shall have nea 1y 900 orl,000 prisoners to

the
take care of when Pegram comesi n,

the question is an embarrassing one. Pleses give me immediate
instructions by telezraph as to the dispcsition to be made of of ficers
ahd men taken prisoners of war. I recommend that course as may
instances calculated to produce an exce lent effect upon the deluded masses
of the rebels, fhe latest accounts make the 1loss of the rebels in

killed somse 150,

G.B.McClellan, ma jor-general, U,S. Army



pacn
frisoners (0ath on discharge) War of Hebellion, Ceries I1, Vol III

P. 9

Washington, July 14,1861
“g jor General Mc“lellan, U.S. A rmy, :')everly Ya.

You have the aprlause of sl 1l who are high in authority here.
“ischarge all your prisoners of war under thegrade of commissioned
of ficers who shall wlllingly take and subscribe a general oath in these

tehms ?

" I sweer (or affimm) that I will not take up arms against the United
Statels or serve In any mllitary capacity whatsoecer against them until
regularly dischasrged according to the usages of war from this obligation."

As to officers among your prisoners pe rmit all to return to their
homes who willingly sign a written genersal -pa role in these words:

“o and ezch of us for himself severally pledge our words of honor as
officers and gentlemen thd& we will not agaln take up arms against the
United States nor serve in any military capascity whatsoever against
them until regularly dischar ged according to the usages gf war from
this obligation.”

But you w 11 except from this privilege all officers among your
prismers who have recently beeh officers of the U.S. Amy or Navy
and who may have reason to believe left elther with the intent of
bearing arms against the ynited “ta tes. :'he captured officers of
this desc;ription you wi 1l send to Fort ymcHenry.

Winfield ®cott.



ppiscners: Johnson's *sland, “ar of Rebellion, Series II, Vol. III p. 48

Quartermaster-general's of fice, “ashington, Uctober 3,1861
Hon. Simon Gameron, secretary of war: Sir: I have to acknowledge the
instructions of theI3epartment to prepare a project for establishing
a depot of prisoners upon one of the islands at t he west end of TLake ?rie
and having consulted with yourself and the adjutant-general I
respectfully recommend that Lieut. Col, “illlam Hoffman, of the Eighth
Infantry , s officer of rank and experience whose misfortune in having
been placed in parole renders it impossible for him to take the fleld,
he apnointed comnissary of priseners and charged with the detalls
necessary for establishing the depot.

it will be necessary for the commissery of prisoners to visit the
4slands and quarters , and to ascertain whe ther any 8f them of sultable
‘gize snd location can be obtained on reasonable terms. if disappointed
in tﬁis he should examine some other site, p rhaps Madlson Barracks, the
barracks near buffélo, and other points.

A guard which can perhaps be detached from the troops on narole
with proper officers and sn a sistant quartermaster can be detailed
after he site is fixed on defin‘tely. I am etc.

M.C. Meigs, quarterméster-general.



prisoners: Johnson's +sland, War of Rebellion Series II’ Vol III p 49

Quartermaster General's Office , “ashington, Yct. 7,1861

1ieut. Col. "illiam Hoffman, Eighth Infantry, New York.

Colonel: Having been appointed (Specisl Orders No, 284, Oct. 23, p 121)
commiss iapy of prisoners end having reported to this office for instructions

“ar I have the honor to request you to

by order of the S ecretary of
proceed to the group of islands known as the Put-in-Bay , and “elley's
Island, off gandusky, in reke Erle, and to examine them with reference
to the lezse of the ground upon some of them for a depot for prisoners
of war, You will report which of the islands affords on the whole the
greatest advantagé forthe location of such a depot, the price at which
a suitable tract of land can bs leased during the war and such other
matteras as may be of importance. Should other localities inthat vicinity
appear to you to be better fitted for the purpose you are authorized
to visit t hem also.

You will complete thisduty as soon as practicable , and returning
to thaés city rep rt in writing the result ofyour exa.ﬁination, meking
a report, also upon the steps neeessary to e stablish a depot and
prepare it for the receptionad safe d etention of prisoners. “he locality
selec ted shouldnot be in a higher latitude than thd& of the west end
of Lake Erie in order to avoild too rigorous a gkakx climate,

M.C. Meigs, quartermaster general .



Y rigoners s Johnsop.s 1sland: War of Repellion ‘ol IT1, Series TI,p54

Washington, Yct. 22,1861, Yeneral M.C. Meigs, quartermaster general
U.S. Army Washington i
General: I have the honor to report thet immediately on the receipt
ofyour dnstructions of the 7th instant L proceeded to the Put-in-Bay
“glands, in Leke Lrie, with the view of selb cting one of them for
a depot of prisoners of war, and tk following Is theresult of my
examination?
On the skeamer island Queen which is engased in the trade of those
1slands. T passed around the outer ones known as the North and Middle
Bass, and passed the night at Put-in-"ay on South 3335 i1sland

Nerth B

ass is about a mile across in any direction; has upon it
sufficient cleared ground for a depot owned by different persons who
are engaged in cultivating the soll and fishing, wio as I am lnformed
would not be will ng to glve up thelr farms. :he boat did not stop long
enough for me to co sult them. But tke position of the island 1s such as
to meclude its occupation fmx as a depot. It is only four or

five miles from the nearest of the Canada 1slands, the bourd ary lines
being midway between .them, whicl} would afford a too Inviting opportunity
for their friends to attempt their rescue. Besides being so remote
from the mainland snd beling almost entirely cut off from communication
with it for weeks or even months at a time during the wintern it would
be necessary to confine the nr;soners within secure walls or the

guard would have to tobe confined within a very defenslble work to
insure th#& the prisoners sould at no time overcome t hem and make

their escape into Canada, "Iurther the island is so dis tant from
Sandusky , the nearest port, that it would not be possible before

the navigation closes to erect the necessarvquarters, hosptal,

store houses etc. which the depét would require,



M1ddle :)ass, which is a mile within theouter island has all the
objections to it which apply to North fass, besides huving no sultable
cleared land upon 1t. I remained in Put-In-"ay till the next morning
and visited the only ground which seemed avallable for the purpose,.

On the northwest point which forms the bay there is snace which by
including some timbered land about ten acres may be cut off by a fence,
... he point 1s cold, bleak in winter, exposed to all prevailing winds,..
ther st of the island, familles planted vineyards whidcd yield at he
rate of ¥200 to 3’{5400. a year andthey could not be Induced tor ent their
farms. ...

Put in Pay is twenty-fourmiles from bandusky, too far distant....
On the following morning { proceedsd to Kelleyis Island where
L remained a day. This isaand is the largest of the group and is
extensively cultivated in grapes being occuple d by about 100 families.
fhere are only two ocations on the islandwhich seem adapted to the
purpose...this land could be obtained for %250 ayear includinz the use
of the wood for fuel (from downed trees) .

‘hore is another tract on the southwest point of the island of
thirty to forty acres very suitable, except the 1t would have to
be inclosed on three sides, & greater difficulty 1s thast it 1s adjoining
large vineyards and a wine and brandy establishment whidq I fear would
be too great a temptation to the guard to be overcome by any sense of
right or fesr of punishment. *his ground can be had for %5 per scre.

‘he peorle who live on this island are very willing to do all

G

intheir power to serve the ~“overnment at thistime, even at some sacrifice
to themselves, but I would be very reluctant to advise them to receive
even well disciplined troops on their island with such powerful and

convenient i ducements. ‘his 1slend 1s twelve miles from “andusky and th



3
though there may be enough of the season left to giwe time for the

erection of the bulldings and g tting out a supply of stores forthe
winter it is very doubtful mat ter--barely possible. During the winter
months the mail is carried over generally twice a week by a man much
exp rienced in such matters who i1s most of the time obliged to use a
boat which he hauls over the ice when it is strong enough and in
which he crosses the open places.

I cmnot advise t herefore tha an attempt be made to establish
a depot on any one of the Put-In-Bay islands this vWnter, and there
ars serious objections tot heir being occupied for this purpose, at
any time. Kelley.s ‘Island, which may be considered one of the group,
{s only four or five miles from the nesrest British Island called the
Bast gister,

I examined also an island in 8andusky I')’ay oppositet the city. It 1s
two and three quarters miles fron the city and on the other side
1t is a full mile from the mainland, It contains about 300 acres
one half of k@ which with the privilege of using the fallen timber
as fuel can be leased for 500 a year with the entire control of the
remainder of the 1slaﬁd, so that no person would be p rmitted to land
on it except by permission. There are some forty acres of cleared land
affording a fpo86 site for the buildings fronting on the water toward
the city. 1ts nearness to the city gives great facllities for
building and furnishin - supplies and it 1s accessible at all seasons
of the year,

The only objection te it is the 1t is too little isolated, but this
maybe remedied by so Inclosing the ground occupied by the prisoners
as to confine them therm except when they go out by permission,

ihe cost of such & work would be much less than for any similar wolke

on any of the outer islands and 1s of very little greater extent.



The proximity of the city would prevent any possibllity of a rising
upon the guard, and if any were to escape the neighborhoody would
be pkx gk put on the lookout for themx by the dis charging of a
cannon and their recaptu-e would be almost cértain. I recommend this
island--Johnson's Island--as decidedly the best 1 ocation for a depot
that 1 have seen.,

I visited Toledo also but it of fers no desirable situation, and thinking
that Dearborn Arsenal might be made available forthe winter L visited
1t also; but it 1s too limited in its extent and is too closely
surrounded by private land to be & suifable place.

A convenient tract of land may be obtained near Cleveland at %6
per acre and the buijdiggs can be erected at perhaps a less cost than

at Sandusky, but the location is ohjectionable on accont of being inland
and too easy of access to visitors,

In order to form an estimate of the cost and time necessary to
establish a depot T have assumed that one-story wooden buildings framed
sovered with shingles, ceiled overhead, and for offic ers all around, with
upright weatherboardi g battened wo uld be most suitable and economical,

A bui:diné 105 feet long, 24 R feet broad with 9-foot walls, divided
into three rooms, heated by two stoves in euch room, would accom:odate
180 men md would cost fBOO. # pullding 112 feet lons 29 feet wide
contains 12 rooms 14 x 16 divided 1 to groups of four rooms by halls,
would quarter 48 offlicers and could cost ¥1,100. It would lessen the

cost somewhét to put up two or three buildings of these dimension§
tozether and if they could be built two stories high, it would still more
diminish the cost. ¥ith these estimates as the guide the cost of g 1 the
buildings can be ap-roximated, A hospital, store-houses avd kitchen
will be required and probably mess-rooms as there will be scant

to
room for esting In the quar ters. he vicinity o¥ “andusky of Johnso,, 1s
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Istand would render it unnecessary to have large store-houses

on the 1sland. On the outer island sta es for three months wuld have
to be kept on hand for thelwinter.

Yora depot on Johnson _s Island 1 would suggest a substantial pdank
fence to inclose the ground on three sides,a high open picketing closing
the fourth toward the water for security in winter time, & gate at one
of the angles .ith a blockhous: sufficsntly large for the ~uard., 4
small blockhouse also at the engle near the water to guard that front
Sentinels shou'd be posted at suitable points around the inclosure on
elevated platforms so thmx that they could overbook the inside grounds,
The quarters for the troops in charge should be cutaide,

Sandusky is a cheasp and abundant market for lumber, and < have

consulted with an experien&ad builder there who will ~ive any
required security to put up seventeen buildings of k& the kind T have
described by the 10th of Hecember and at t he cost + have named,
adding the cost of deliverinz the lumbér on the island,

The guard for the depot should consist of 100 to 150 men., One
of ficer and about thirty men would be required daily for guard service,
and the duty should be performed in the strictest manner. Both
blockhouses should be armed with a small howitzer on a suitable carriage
and canistér smmunition, 4 guard-boat would be required at all times
when the bay 1s free of ice.

The prevalence of stormy weather & this season of the year slong
the lake shore would grestly retard the work, and I doubt if the necessary
buildings could be erected before the lst of ianuary.'lhough I propose
to heat the rooms with stoves, yet brick chimneys would be recuired
for them , and brick furnaces or fireplaces would be needed in the
kitchen. I am etc. W, Hoffman, Lieut Col. Eighth infantry,

commissary General of pPrisoners.



(First ¥ndorsenent )

Quartermaster-:enerdl's Yffice, Oct . 23,1861 *fespectfully
referred to the Secretary of "ar., It is recmmmended th& Johnson's
“sland, Sandusky Day, be rented and bulldings for the accommodations
of 1,000 prismers be erected immediately, and that First Lieut E.

W. H.Read, Eighth Infantry,now on parole, be detailed as acting assissant
quartermaster and commissary of subsistence for the depot.
M.C. Melgs, quartermaster general,
(®econd fndowsement)
Rd jutant-Yeneral's orfice Oct. 26,1861

Respectfully returned to the guartermaster-gneral'z with
information ths the secretc.-ry of War approve of the eecommendations
in the within repart and directs him to take such measures. as may be
ne cessary forhaving them c:-rried into execution. I., Thomas,

: Adjutant-uéneral
(Third Tndorsement)
Respectfully returned to the Adjutant-General with request to order
Lieutenant Read, Eighth Infantry, to report to Colonel Hoffman as
acting assistant quartermaster and commissary of the depot. Uolonel

Hoffman is now in New York. -
M.C. Meigs gqm general

(inclosures$

Pstimate fordepot buildings at Johnson s Island, Sandusky Say

Quarters for eight officers 1,800
5 cooking stoves for officers 150
12 common stoves 140

4 two. story bulldinss, to quarter 1,000 men(l,080 men) at ¥1,800
aplece, each building to accommodate 270 men with sleeping and mess room. $BQ
¥5, 600
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12 cooking stoves at $500 $600
36 common stoves at ¥12 432
hospital 1,100
1 cooking stove 50
6 common stoves 72
quartes for gusards 1,000
2 cooking s toves 100
6 common stoves 72
“lockhouse fordaily guard ¥500
gstore house 1,000
Fencing 400
Smdl blockhouse 200
Quthouses 500
‘Work on fencing etc 500
Miscellaneous - ) 5,000
19,216

W. Hoffman, lieut col eighth infantry,
commissary general of prisoners
Add to the above
Quarters for 200 officer »nrisoners $5, 000
Mess rooms andkitchens for officer prisoners 1,000
10 cooking stoves 300

60 common stoves 780

20 o 226,266 WH.
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Wegr of Hebellion, Series IT, ‘ol III, prisseners of gy p 123
Agjutant-General's Office
_ Wgshington, October 29y 1861
Lieut. Yol., William Hof fman, Eighth *‘nfantry U.S. Army No. 30 Clinton
lace, N.Y.

Colonel: I, reply to yourletter of the 26th Instant I am directed to
say tha a requisition has been made on the Governor of Ohio for a
select company of voluntcers for service as a guard for the depot of
prisoners of war near sandusky, end that he has been requested to confer
with you 1in regsrd to the sppointment of officers and the sekction of
men for this important trust. In accordance with your request
authority is granted to you to provide such clothing and bedding as
may be absolutely necessary for the comfort and health of the prisoners,

I am colonel etc.
I.. Thomas, adjutant genersl.
p. 124
Executi e Depar tment, Columbus, Ohio, Nov. 1,1861
Hon Simon Cameran, gecretaryof War, Wash b.c.

“Yger 8irs I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 29th ultimo in reply beg to say that T will cheerfully c omply
with your recuest to ralse for service of the United © tates a select
company of volunteers for duty as & guard forthe derot for the
prisoners of war sbout tc be established neat Sandusky in this State.
It will give me pleasure to consult with Colonel Hoffman in regard to
the appointment of officers and the selcction of men for t ks duty, and
will delay 211 action in respect to raising the company until I may

see him. How soon wlll b®RO he be here? *“‘espectfull, yours W, Dnnison,



Officer Commissary -Yene al of Prisoners, “ew York City Yov. 1,1861
~ Lteut &,w,H. Read, Eigﬁth Infantry, b 4 Troy, N.Y.
Sir: :ﬁaving been designated as quartermaster sn d commissary of the
depot of prisoners of war asbout to be established near Sandusky, Ohio
you will moceed immediately to t hatcity and @80 await further orders.
: W. Hoffman, Lieut ol Eilghth Infantry, Commissionery Gen
of prisoners.,

p. 129
Of fice Com'nissary-\feneral of prisoners, Sea dusky, Ohid, Nov, 10,1861
Col. J. Symington, commanding “1legheny “rsenal, Pittsburg , PA
Cclonel: I am erecting as pasrt of the depot for prisoners of war
ne ar the city two block houses which I propose to arm with a 1l2-poundser
howiever each, I propose to mount the gun on a casemate carriage
with chassis, orof that style such as ] beliew are made by the Ordnance
Departmert , so arranged that the gun may be t ransferred from one port
hole to another. “illyou be kind enough to give me thé dimensions of such
g carriage with a 1ittle plan of it, i1f 1t is not too much trouble,
8o that I may be able.‘go fix on the dimensions of the buildings? I am
etc, W, Hoffman, Lieut. Col. Eighth Infantry Uommissary-General of
Frisoners.

p 135

Officer Commissary-General of prisoners, Sandusky, Ohlo, “ov 15,1861
Yeneral M., Meigs, quartermaster-general U,S., Army,"ashington, D.C.
General: I hawe the honor to inclose her with the lease (omitted)
“or the land to be occupied on Johnson's Island forthe depot of
prisoners of war; also the contract (omitted) and bond for t he erection
of the bui dings, all madeunder my direction. Some little additibnal

expense has been put on the bulldinss tomake them more suitable

for winter climate and I haw a lowed the contractors *1,500 to
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cover the incressed expense of erecting the buildings on the 1sland,
an amount which seems to me only reasonable. the quarters for the
officers who are prisoners will accommodate 256 persons, one -fourth
more than on my estimate, and haw four small rooms and two large
rooms in each building for messrooms and kitchens.

411 the quarters with thehosp tal, store and block-house &n dthe
fencing - wihch on kh& account of the character of the lumber will
cost mmre than T expected will giw a total cost of less than ¥28,000,
and there can be 1little doubt that #30,000 w 11 cover & 1 contingencies,

I also inclose & plan of the earrsngement of the buildings on the
ground. In t e two 1lines of builldinss for prisoners there are
sites for two additional buildings forofficers and two for soldiers
besides ground for a third line 1f more room should be required. A

1

site is also selected for the com anding officer s quarters if it

shoul - bethought advisable to order a major to command, as Ithink will

be found to be absolutely necessary, and a site for another buillding

if more quarters should be required for the guard. ‘he one block to be
erected for the guard will quarter tﬁo companies of eight-four men each,.
The plat contans only part of the cleard ground and is less than one

t hird of the land leased. Much of the lumber is already on the ground

and the work 1s progressing rapidly. The contractors are energetic,
reliable men and will complete the work in the least possible time. I
gdve them until February 1 because circumstances m ght reduce it beiond
their power to f ulfill the contract i»n less time but I am satisfled if

the weather is favo sble they wi 11 do it wihhin theat time.

foffman etc.
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Office Commissary -Yeneral of Prisoners, Columbus, Ohio, 48c. 17,1861

Governor William Dennison, Governor of Ohlo: Sir: I am authorized
by the ad jutant-general of the Army to call on you for an additional
om-any of select men to makeup the guard for the depct of prisoners
of war at Sandusky. I am also authorized to ask the appolintment of a
major to command the guard, and to £111 tre position I respectfully
request , if 1t meets your approbation that Mr. Willism S. Pierson of
Sandusky, might be appolnted....Mr. Plerson has no exmp rience in
military matters nor can we expect to find one who has possessing the
other necessary qualifications who 1s not now engaged in duties of greater
or equal importance, but he has the ability and the ambition to fit
himself for all t heduties of the office ....
_ W. Hof fman
Lieut. “Yol. Bigith Infantry Yommissary-General of Prisoners
-- p 171

office Commissary-General of Prisoneré, Sandusky, Decerber 28,1861
liaj. W.S, pierson, Oh'o Volunteers, Sandusky, ohio
Majors: Having been commissioned by the goernor of Ohio as major of the
battalion of volunteers now being raised as a guard for the depot of
prisoners of war on Johnson's “sland you will bn the first proximo assume
command of the dp t and take all necessary measures for the organiz ation,
discipline amd Instruction of the companies as the men arrive. You will
also as far as practicable glve such assis tance to the quartermaster
by men on extra or dally duty as he may re uire in completion of the
work now in progress, being governed by Army regulations in making

the detdls,. (H,ffman)
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p 196

Office Yommiss onery feneral etc.
New vork City, January 17,1862
Dr. C.A. Finley, surgeon-general U.S. Army, Washington D.C,

Sir: I am authorized by the adjutant-general to employ a private
physiclan to attend the troops and prisoners at the depot of prisoners
or war rp er Sandusky, and asit will take some time to find a suitable
person I'respectfully ;equest in order to avoid inconvenienﬁ delay that
Surg. R.S. Satterlee, medicdl purveyor in this city, may be directed
to furnish such medicines and hospital stores for the depot as he may
deep requisite for a command of 1,000 ﬁen for six months, viz,
two companies of a hundred men each with nine commissioned officers
and & 600 to 800 prisoners. The 1ocation ishealthy and I apf®® don't
apprehend much sickness,

The mphaician who attends the depotrmust live on the 1sland and I doubt
if any canpetent person can be found to accept the place on the
compensation which the regulations allﬁw, ¥80 a month wi t out other
allowance, whatever, not even fuel and quarters.

I am etc (Hoffman)

p 239
Sandusky, Oh‘o, February 4,1862

23 Myers, assBtant quartermaster, “olumbus » Ohlo

“apt.
Captain: Can you furnish blankets for the depot of prisoners of
war to be used by prisoners on my requisition? Very e tc,

(goffman)

p 269
Davenport, ‘eb, 17,1862
Hon James ¥, Grimes, U,S. Sengte§ Three thousand prisoners can bekept

here at 16 cents aach per day. Yovernment furnishing - u'lding,

fuel and guerds. “overnment has build ng for 1,200, H, Price, 'Adj.Gen Iowa.
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p 284
Yew York City Feb. 19,1862

Maj. W.S. Pierson, commanding pepot of Prisoners of War, “andusky, Ohlo
Major: yours of the 15th with Doctor 7 odbridge's accept ance of the
appointment of medical of ficer at kR the depot at flOO per month is
just received. 1 send a telegram to you requesting you to employ him
immediately. Mave a contract with him according to Form 18 medical
regulations sps cifying that he Iis to receive the fuel and quarters
of an assistant surgeon.

When I retum to Sandusky L will @ row the contract and forward
1t to the Surgeon ~eneral. If I should not return vou cen forward
it as having been made by my order.

While the men are suf fering with the mumps it maybe well to quarter
some of them in the officers' block nearest to the gate, north side, in
the inslesume,

(Hoffman)

p 317

New York City “ebrusry 24,1862
General M.C. Meigs, quartermaster general U.S.Ammy "ashington D.C.
Yeneral:I have the honor to report that the depot isnow ready to
receive a limited number of prisoners, say 500 to 600. fhe guard is not
yet completely armed not having receivdd revolvers, nor 1s it
sufficiently instructedto take charge of a large number of prisoners. The
crossing to the island is uncertain just nowon account of the
bresking up of the ice in the bay, but it camot be interrupted over
a day or two. I return to Pandusky this evening and will repobt from

there (Hof fman)



14 p 321
Quartermaster General's Office, “ashington, February 25,1862
Lieut. “Yol. W, Hoffman |, commissary generzl of prisoners, New Yoklk
“olonel: You are directed to visit such posts on the lake where
propellers are m st used as you may deem necessary to make a personal
examination and comparison in order to secure a proper guard-boast for
the use of the Sandusky depot in accordance with the gequest contained
in your letter of the 18th indtant.

etc M.C. Meigs, quartermaster

p 327 (326)

Officer commissary general of prisoners, Sandusky, 6hio ‘eb. 26,1862
General M.C, Meigs, quartermaster general U,S. Army Washington D.C.
General I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
instructions of the 25th by telegraph and I shall proceed Immediately
to carry them out.

The crossing to the island today is very unsafe endif the mild
weather continues in two or thres daysthe ice will probably be &1l ont
of the bay. In this uncertain state of things I would advise thet no
prisoners be sent here till +hhey can be crossed on a steam-boat; one will
be r eady to receive them as sokon as thelake is free of ice. The
revolvers :
pespbiers have not yet been receiwed nor the lanterns which I ordered
in New York City for lighting the prison inclosure and it wuld be safer

to heve these articles on hand before prisoners are taken charge of .
I wish tobs present when they arrive, snd therefore suggzest that none
be ordered here until my r<tum . the deley will give time for further

Instructions to t he guard which is much needed,
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I postponed the erection of quarters for the com anding off"icer
during the winterowing to the inclemency of the weather and the greater
expense, and I propose now to erect a building on the plan of those
already erected which will accommodate the major snd doctor. In tﬁe
expectation of having to receive a large number of prisoners at the depot
I propose also, unless you direct otherwise, to put up an additional
bulldng for the guard which Wll give more room for the guard as it is
and admit another company if found necessary as probably will be the cse.

The building occupied by theguard was not mkkam intended for 200
men and 1t 1s too much crowded in warm weather,

These barracks being erected at this more favorable season of the
year and with some cha ges which cen be made,to advantage camx be put
up at less expense than those built in the winter.

Ma jor Pierson will tele graph to you if he is reedy to receive
the prisoners before my return.

Mv position as commilsgary genersl of prisoners has never been
announced to the Army, and in order that my authority might not be
recognlized merely through cour esy on the 7th of December last I
requested th4 the “djutant Generel would notify those in charge of
prisoners of war of my eppointment and the extent of my authority, L
am not aware that sy such notice hes been given, and to avoid
embarassing concflict of authority I desire to call yourattention
to tke subject in the hope that what is proper in the case willbe
done. (Hoffman)

p 345
bandus:ky 5 :B:/{ar'ch 53,1862 to Melgs
Generals T find that there is a grester number of sick than I
anticipated andtto provide for them and for any further demand I

PRePeBe to erect additional sccommodations for the sick inside the
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inslosure. as the nmkxrakx nature of the ground will admit of , the
bulldings to be of the s me plan, slightly enlarged, as those already up

but much less expensive. “hey need only be prepared for summer use, and
even forwinter they may be made very comfortable at considerable less
cost'than thee we have.

If prisoners must be confined in an open camp my impression is that
they can best beept on the island by simply extending the west fence
across to the water on the north side of the i1sland and establishing a
camp for prisoners on one side of the fence and for the guard on the
other.stde. “uarding the circuit of the island by small boats relieved
every two or four hours would be less arduous then keeping up a
chain of sentinels gbout & camp on the mainland. “or this plan 8
propeller would beindispensable,

I expectto return to Chicago on or befowe the 10th and would be
glad to have your instructions on these points at t hat time,

(Hoffman)
p 376
“ashington, March 13,1862
“0l. W. Hoffman, “andusky, Ohio:
Direct your qugrtermaster of mrisoners to have steamboast ready to

transp rt them to the island,
M.C. Melgs

~andusky, Marchl3,1862
“eneral M.C. Meigé...Telegram of this day recelved. Iw ant the order
for movement of prisoners to pass thmw ugh me to rrevent delay,
(Boffman)
390
Sandusky , March 19,1862

General L. Thomas, adjutant general, U.S. Army, "ashington D.¢.
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Sip: Arranzements are being mede to erect barracks for 3,000 to
5,000 prisoners at t his depot and as additional gaard vl11ll be necessary
1 respectfully request aut ority to call on Governor Tod of Ohio
for a third comnany. It will be a month or six .eeks before the company
can be orcanized and by that time thedepot will be ready for the
reception of a large increase of prisoners over the numbher now
provided for (Hof fman.

p. 408

¢olumbus, Ohio, March 28,1862
*“gjor.General Halleck

1 advise sas a measure of safety that 250 of the
prisoners of war, officers, ét Yamp “Yhase be sent to Johnson's +sland,
Sandusky,

David Tod, governor of Ohilo
p. 410
Way Department, “ashington, March 30,1862
nis Excellency pavid *od, Governor of Ohios
I have delayed giving instructions in regard to t he prisoners of war
at C.‘estmp Chase until the views of Gov ernor Johnson could behad.
consicerable difference of opinion exists in relsat lon to the subject.
The rebels have violated an agreement for exchange made with Yeneral

Wool. In the meantime there is much cdmplai-t of the license permitted
the rebel officer at Camp Chase, @eneral Halleck has been directed to
correct the evil., By general regulations the commaender of the
department has charge of the prisocners. Edwin M. Stanton, secretary of

WalIe
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Buffalo, #pril 2,1862
General Meigs
General: I am here looking for a steamboat or propeller.for Service
at the depot at “andusky, and being not far from Yew York I propose
to be in that city for a few days. As my dut® are now al most exclusively
in the "est I would be glad to move my headquarters frqm New York to
Detroit, a certrsl position convenient to all the camps where there
are prisoners of war, and' T respectfully ask for ordsrs accordingly
» 8te. (H,ffman)
p 433
(Note atop page April &k 8,1862 For repo ts, corresnondene etc.
relating to the‘capturelof 1sland nMo. 10 see Series T vo: VIITI p.76
et seq. )
Columbus Ohio, April 8,1862
G neral Halleck:

Twenty six field and staff officers, prisoner of war,
left this morning for ® rt ﬂzynﬂx Warren. “t is wery important that
at least 200 more of the most dangerous should be trars ferred to
Johnson 's Island or ®lsewhere. Please let me now what we may expect.

David Tod, Governor ‘of Ohio

Saint Louis, April 8,1862
Governor Toaq, Columbus, Ohio: Transfer such of the prisoners of war
as yor may deem proper to Johnson's island and mals provision for
gw rding them. I shall not be able after tomorrow morning to

com unicate with you forseveral days, wy.w. Halleck, major general,

p 436
Office Com_lissary General of Prisoners, Yew York, Aril 9,1862

General M,c. Meigs, U.S. Army quartermaster “eneral “ash D30}
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Gene*-al: In reply to yourletter of the 2nd inst. (Wot found but see
Mgrch 26, p. 405)I have the honor to state thst the lateness of the
gseason renders 1t necessary that the buildings to be erected on Jol'lmson's
Ls1and should be p t up with the least possible delay, and 1 was induced
to give the contrac t to Messrs Gregg & West upon the assurance of many
p ersons in Sandusky tha they were men of energy , Integrity and means
and beti r qualified--Hr. Gregg parttcularly--for thdkind of work than
any one &n that part of the country, and that I m ght rely upon their
carrving out thelr contract faithfull, “here was no time for me to
draw up plans and specifications und give p blic notice for propossals,

I was not disappcinted in the men. *he w rkwas pushed to |
conplethdn with unusuvual energy and success within the tinie fixed by
the contract, and in a mamer that is to me perfectly satisfacotry,

In some places the roofs have leaked a 1ittle,but this has been
or will be corrected by the contractors.,
...When work was berun I was in hope that muchof it might be done
by the labor of the men of the zuard but it was imp ssible to
carry this out as akl the work was completed by the contractors long
before the guard was organized. yot a cent was paid tot hen until
weeks after t he work was finished and they hhad to provide mezsns for
paying t helr mechanlcs as the work progressed,

éefore makinz arrangements for continuing the work this spring 1 was
anxlious to take the couuxrse that would leasd to the best economy of
time and money, end while I was waiting for a reply to a reference of
the matter of the Qi artermaster General I PPAPddd prepared a notice
calling for proposals which [ left at the p inter's office ready for

use in case that course was decided on, but was informed by the gm thsat
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reduction of 10 per cent on the o0ld prices under the existing contracts
would be satisfa tory and the notice as not published. Bhe reduction
final 1y agreed upon was not much short if any of 25 éer cent...

I heard of but one other p rson who would be likely tobidf o the
work, one of the complainants, and he was said to be without
me8nsSa.. ..

Hoffman., p 405
Washington yarch 26,1862

Lieut Col Hoffman etc. Colonel; Your letter of the 17th instant as to °
the style of huts to be bullt for prlisoners , and also your le tter of
the s me date giving the prices of Gregq & West at which they propose to
erect asmany bulldings as may be requirsd at the denot have been
receiyed. Ag you a re the commissary geneiral of prisoners you best
know what 1s neces:=ary, ‘he subject 1s Intrusted to your discretion and
judfmanﬁ, the iterests of the yni- ed States, the safety of the prisoners

and their comfort being kept in view , M.C. Melgs qm general

P. 439
Washington, April 10,1862 (to Hoffman)
How many prisoners can be accom odated now at th  “andusky Ddpot?
It is suzgested to move the 1,000 ¢fficers confined at Columbus to

Sandusky and to make that aprison for officers alone.
M.C. Meigs, quartermaster
general
p. 448
Washington, April 13,1862 (From War Depar tment) to HOffmam
Colonel: Ybu‘will.cause the officers, prisoners of war at “Yolumbus

to be removed without delay to t he Sandusky depot, which will
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hereafter be held as a prison for offic ers alone.

Edwin M.Stenton, secretary of war

p 462

General-Orders 42:; War pept. Adjt. General's Office, “ashington,
April 18,1862
I11--The headquarters of tieut Col., “illiam Hoffman, Eighth Infantry,
comm Ssary general of prisoners, is transferred from “ew York “ity
to Detroit Michigan. By order of the Secretary of “ar. L
‘homas, adjutant general., y

465
Office Commissary-Uener al of Priscners, Sandusky, April 20,1862
Hon David iod, Governor of Ohio:

Dear gir: I am directed by the War Department to cause all the
officers prisoners of wmr at Camp “hase to be removed to the depot at
Sandusky, and . lmve the honor to request that you will give the
necessary instructlon to have the transfer made in m rties of about 200
at a time. * he depot will accommodate i addition to those now
there 800 to 1,000,

I am also authorized by the War Department to call on you for
another company for the depot guard and as it is required immediately %
would suggest that a company from one of the incomplete reziments
of Ohio w lunteers be assigned to this service. Lf this is mt
practicable 1080 willb e muc obli ed to you if you will detach
a company for temporary duty at the dep t till one empany can be
organiz ed for the purpose. ‘he c¢ mpany may be divided into two parts
and each under a responsible offlcer accompany as guards a detachment of
eaxdadudddnid prisoners, Itshould be firnished with tents as the

quarters for it are not yet complete and for aweek or two it #ll have
to remalin hn camp.
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Please cause rolls to pe furnished to me of gl 1 prisoners of war sent
from Camp Chase to the depot,showing the state, rank, regiment and
¢c ompanv of each man gnd when and where captured as required by
paragraph IX Army regulations published In general orders from the
war Department of April 2, 1862. '

0Qde@bé@dd Further accomnodations for of ficers are being erected
at the depot, but in the meantime quarters for those recently captum d
may be required and I will direct t hat they be sent to Camp Chase to
occupy those now being vacated.

T desire also to be furnished with rolls of the 8mé0 same
character of all prisoners of war who have heretofore been in
onfinement at camp Lhase, showing whst disposition’ has been ma de of
them; if released by whose authority. I am tc. (Ho £ fman )

_ p. 510
Near Sandusky, ohio May 1,1862
Col Hoffman: Yourletter is just at hand...L am advised 300 prisoners
wil® be here todgy. Yhe t roops fram Solumbus are inferior in material,
drill and in every respect. But a small pdrtion of them can betrusted on
the fence. “he compa y is not full, only one commissioned officer now
here. Af with the number of prisoners coming , 1 am satisfied we are
not secure with such troops, Tshallsay so to Gove rnor Tod and have more

qent or better...iith sll the drawbacks I am satisfied the
discipline of this post 1s the best of any in Ohlo. .. Wm .S .Pierson
p 548

Detroit, may 17,1862
Hon E.M. 8tanton, secretary of wars 9ir I have the honor to inclose

herewith (not found) letters from J.D. ILilk rd and James E. Stewart

tizens of Kentucky
cl » Who are held as prisommers of war at the depot
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at ®andusky, and a letter from Oliver Britt of Vincinnati in behalf
of his brother-in-law “harles x. Snyder of Kentucky who is also a prisoner
of war at the same place.

From the statements of these letters it would seem t hat t here may be
sufficient re son for releasing them on their taking the oath of alleglance
and I respectfully suggest if they can furnish any evidence to
corroborate thelir séatements that I may be authorized to release
then.

In my letter of the 15th of March to quartermaster-general accompenying -
two letters of the character of these inclosed 1 suggested that there
were vrobably other cases of prisoners who might with propriety be
released on theirtaking the oath of allegiance ,xxmkk but the
action on t hat letter left me in doubt whethef more than the two name
were to be relesased.

(Hof fman)
p. 574
Columbus, yay 22,1862

“ar, Sandusky, 6hio.

Mgy, W.S. Pierson, commandin depot of prisoners of
vaj or: SCme fifty offic-rs, prrisoners of war, will besent to the

depot from “amp “hase on Saturday. “ome of t hem have been on parole

in this city but on arriving at the depot those naroles will be
withdrawn. Be preparedto send back with the ruard on Paturday evening
the enlisted men and citlzens who are now among the prisoners of the
depot. 1f there are any enlisted men who are particularly useful you may

permit them to remain., Any who are too sick to travel wi 1l of course

remain. (Hoffman)
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p 590
confidential: Officex Commissary-General of Prisoners, Detroit, Mich,
May 24,1862
Ma jor W,5. pierson, com anding pepct of Pr isoners of “ar, “awndusky, Ohio
Majors« 1T inclose Instructions in relation to drill etc. It may seem
to make the duty on the men pretty hard, but it is red ly mbot to
compare with hard servi e in the field and the necessity 1s ample
justification for 1t.

There may be complaints against it even by officers, but if
soldiers are gequired to do only xkkx what they are willing to do t here
can be little discipline or instructions. At all events the commanding
~officer must not find excuses for the neglect of important dutiles,
Please refer to my instructions in relation to drill and observe
them &3 cl osely as possible.

Hurry forward the drill of thelnew comnany sothat some of the men
nos precent may be detalled for guard service in ten or fifteen days.

Uamp Chase cannot be relieved and it must do its

The company from
full share of duty. See that its captain attends the crills of
his company and that none are absent who are not properly so. The
d ctor must decide for himself who are really sick.
Neith r officers nor men must be excused f rom duby because they
will not do it. it is not possible tha twenty-fiwof the company
c'n be sick .
For offenses com itted by pr isoners where you c annot discover the
individual you must sStop one third or one half of the rations of all
in the block for as long a period as may be necessary. Officers cannot
be excused on thenlea tha they did not know it was wrong , as was the
case in csl ing through the building when I was there., They must be

once (8ure?) they are right or they must be punishéd when they go
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wrong. Nothine but a strong determination to act on a rigid rule
and In silence will enable you to command without trouble,

(Hoffman)

p 600

Detroit, yay 27,1862
Hon E.M Stanton
I will call on the governors of Ohio, Illinois, rndiana and "isconsin
for volunteers to guard rebel prisoners in place of those ordered to

the fleld, W. Hoffman, commissary-generzl of prisoners,

p 680
Governor Tod, Columbus, Ohio Wash Jgne 10,1862
The questbon in relation to prisoners is now under consideration
+f they are par-bled grest complaint is mede by the friends of our prisoners
in the S uth,. _

No tris t can be placed in their parole. I think it i1s cheaper to k eep

them where they are then to send them back as recruits for the
rebel government will release them bylaw from their parole and force
60608080 d@ARAd all into the ranks who do not go voluntarily, so that
we shall only have to f ight and take them again,

Edwin M, Stanton, secretary of

War,



