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"Come not nigh hither. Put off thy shoes from thy feet; for

the place whereon thou stamdest is holy groumd." Exodus III, 5.
The words of my text, my dgsr Christian people, which are
teken from the 3rd Chapter of tni Book of Exodus, Verse 5, were

addressed to the Patriarch Moses by Almighty God Himself. And
the ocoasion was as follows:

When Moses had grown to a man's estate he was forced to flee
from Egypt, and he took refuge among the peopf1 of Madia, to the
east and north of the Red Sea. There he took J wife, a daughter of
the priest of that people, and his namﬂf‘“““?héhro. loses tended
the flocks of his father~in-law fe;;fsgf years;\gig_as the dry ssason
approached he would drive the 5?§ﬁ§ tdn\ gher ground about Mt. Sinai,

L g
which lies between the two norbhsrn 3;@5 of the Red Sea,

And here, on Mt. Sinai, as‘ﬁéfégﬁded Jethro's flocks there
appeared one year "a ﬁlamé éf Tire\but of the midst of the bush; and
he saw that the bush| #és on fir? and was not burnt”". Astonished at
the phenomenon befora‘his eyes,/ ﬁosas faid to himself; "I will go
and see this.mnrméloug ;iéhﬁ,‘WHy the bush is not burnt."” Ard
drawn ever{?ioser by pis curiosity he was halted in his eager steps
by an evenaéreater m%%yel, for a volce from the midst of the bush
twice oallgétéifrngﬁ;{ "Moses! Moses!" To which he replied, "VWhat
is it?" And the Lord answered, for fﬁis was the voice speaking by
an angel: "Come not nigh hither. Put off thy shoes from thy feet;
for the place whereson thou standest is holy groumnd". And the voice
continued: "I am the God of thy fathers, the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob! And Moses hid his face, for he

durgt not look at God.
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And as he stood there out of holy fear and in desp reverence
the Lord made known unto him His Will. In effect He said that He
had seen the affliction of the Hebrew people and heard their cry
and that He had determined "to deliver them out of the hands of the
Egyptians, and to bring them into a good and spacious land that
flowed with milk and honey"”. But these things He would do by human

agencies, for He immediately added: "Therefgte €0, and I will send

thee to Pharao, that thou mayst bring forth people, thes children

of Israel, out of Egypt". But Moses,/

ey

8 impetuosity of
youth had slain an Egyptian who was beating a

//’;ﬁngm I thet I should go to
Jdren of Israel out of Egypt?"

cautious and he said to the Lords M
4
d’this work, answered: "I will

ew, had grown

Pharao, and should bring forth/the ¢
But the Lord, iho had chosen h
be with thee; and this, al€\h e for a sign, that I have sent

thee: When thou sh have browght my people out of Egypt, thou
shalt offer sacrifi 4\?0 God upgn this mountain”.

But Mose and reasoned further: "The Hebrew

people wi

//not believe me nor hear my voice, but they will say-
The Lord

th not appeared to thee". But these Pleas were silenced
Hf&{gh; od gave to His servant. But Moses still hesitat-
ed and urged his ﬂ;fitness to address Pharaso, for from birth he was
afflicted with an impediment of spesch and slowmess of tomgue. And
the Lord, impatient of his eéxouses, replied: "Aarom the Levits ig

thy brother, I know that he is eloquent: behold he cometh forth to
meet thee, and seeing thee shall be gled at heart. Speak to him,

and put My words in his mouth: and I will be in thy mouth, and im
his mouth, and will show you whet you must do." And Moses told

Aaron sll the words of thé Lord, by which He had sent him, and the
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signs that He had commanded. 4And they came together, and they
assembled all the ancients of the children of Israsl.

Now as it was in ancient times that God, to Whom all time is
the perpetual present, sent this ambassador for the relief of His
people, and to lead them into a new ocountry, so im our own days did
He, Whose arm 1ls not shortened by time, send missionmaries to en-
lighten the peoples of this valley seated in ppgan darkmess and

bring them into a mew land, verily to their ht venly home. The course

of these glorious events, whose csntenafy we ﬁ ay joyfully celebrate,

/

shall be the theme of my discourse to you.
alle

The first inhabitants of thgfgﬁaq\ ful v where today

/
blossom the material fruits o§/©£$iliz§t or, were not white men but
red men. Stretching northward“from th€ mouths of the Snake and

Yakima rivers, from the/;grth\?ankxéﬁ the Columbia to the headwaters

of streams in this vaﬁii?3 m@&%ﬂ;ﬂmg};hs tribes of Indians of the
2

Shehaptian peoples: akimas, “enatches, Paloos, Klikitat, Topinish
and Taitinapam. The imawgpéZer were the Pakintlema, or "the

people of & ;;@ﬁﬁﬁr; a noﬁénclature taken from the narrows of the
/

Yakima riv{{uat modern |Union Gap, where their chier villege was
L

/

formerly sityated. ’i/

Though me ed by Lewis and Clark in 1806, the earliest acoount
we have of them is that of Alexander Ross who in 1814 wrote as
follows:

(In the Eyakima Valley) all the Indians were
rich in horses. The Cayouses, the Nez Perces and
other warlike tribes, assemble every spring in the
Eyakemas to lay in a stock of the favorite Kamass
and the Peloos, or sweet potatoes, held im high
estimation as articles of food amoBg the nativss,
There, also, the Indians hold their councils, and
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settle the affairs of pesce ard war for the

year. It is, therefors, the great natiomal

rendezvous, where thousands meet, amd on such

occasions horses can be got in almost any

number, but owing to the wvast concourse of

mixed tribes there is always more or less risk

attending the undertaking.
And thus we see that from earliest times, long before the advent of
white men, the Yakima Valley portended its wealth and importance of
later days. Here, too, in the time of the missionaries dwelt the
great Yakima chief, Kamiakin, who may be fitkyl described as the
"Pontiac of the Far West".

The first white men to visit thia”vaiiey Lere a band of fur
traders of Astor's company, the Pacific Far Co;béhg, in 1812. 1In
thelr number was one Alexander Réhs, w? in 1814 as an agent of the
North West Company at Fort Okaq\gan. Wb t off with a small bundle
of trading articles and only thraa/mun" Lo secure horses. Scarcely
had they gomre three mi&es-intb\the vailey when they ceme upon a
camp which "could not /have conﬁp&ned less than 3000 men, exclusive
of women and children, and triplb that number of horses. It was a
grand and impoa?ag;sighf“in ﬁﬁé wildermess, covering more than six
miles in evaf& direction.™

Thus b gan the fifst trading by white men in this valley, for

/

three days'iq\’r Ross and his companions, in exchange for a few
knives and som;‘beads and othsr trinkets, left the Yakimas for Fort
Okanogan with eighty-five horses in their possession.

With the growth of the North West Company west of the Rocky
Mountains ‘trade increased and intercourse between red men and white
became more common. And among the employees of the Company were

many French~Canadians and Iroquois Indians, Catholics all, who may
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be described as the firat missionaries of our holy religion to the
natives of the Far West. Gradually am acquaintance with the rudi-
ments of Christianity seizeé their minds, and an acceptance of
certain Catholic practices! such as setting Sunday aside as a day
of special devotion, marked their customs. And by 1824-5, during the
visit of the Govermor-in-Chief of the Hudson's Bay Company (whioch
in 1821 had absorbed the North Hest Company), the Indians from ﬁhe
Lower Columbia about Fort George to the forkf|of the Thompson River,

at Fort Kemloops, wers clamoring for missionj
a knowledge of the true God. Testimony © i¥ beautiful truth is

N

not wanting, and Governor Simpson of the Hudson pay Company is our

principal witness. ///’
On his way east in the q&\ly g of 1825 from the new post,
Fort Vamcouver, on the Lower Co » Simpson tarried enrouts at

sp
Fort Okanogan. Here, op Monday, ;Qiygil, the Governor made the
!'. |
following entry im h Journaz% "Had a long interview with a
|
principal chief of TQ

ies, to lead them to

mpson's‘ﬂ er who came hither purposely to
N

See me; he %gi@ggzmosﬁ\iggggﬁgable manly looking Indian I ever saw
.........hﬁ}iﬁquired Rarticularly if they might soon expect a

'Messengerk(rom the stter of Life' om their lands", "They", i.e.
the Indians thaiﬁgéloops area, looked for a missionary to teach

them the Christian religion. And a few days later, om 8 April, at
the mouth of the Spokaene river, which was a noted rendezvous for
many Indian tribes, Governor Simpson made the following entry:

Had a long interview with Elght Chiefs be-
longing to the Flat Head, Coutonais, Spokan and
other tribes who assembled here for the purpose
of seeing me......The Spokan and Flat Head Chiefs
put a Son each under my cere to be educated at
the Missionary Society School Red River and all
the Chiefs joined in a most earnest request that
a missionary or religious instructor should be
pPlaced among them;........
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Again on the following day, 9 April, though he was "busily
occupied" with the interests of his'company and anxious to get under
way, Simpson wrote: "Two Nez Perces chiefs arrived to see me from
a distance of between 2 & 500 niles;.......my fame is spread from
camp fo camp throughout the country; some of them have it that I am
one of the 'Master of Life's Sons' sent to see 'if their hearts are
good' and others that I am his 'War Chief' with bad mediocine ir
their hearts are bad." A school was determingd upor for the Red
River Settlement and the sons of two ohiefs were taken there at
this time. On Simpson's second visit, three ¢k>later. other
chiefs solicited the same privi;;g’, ;\s
fall of 1830, ‘the first two by '

T their s and, when in the

returped to Red River after a visit
/ /
to their own tribes, they bro t';yikh them five other boys, four
N/
of whom were also sons_,t_ghiefs\<3§; of differemt tribes, and
~
t

== Y

speaking dialects so iike, bp thair own intercourse was by signs"”,

How then and by what agencips did these religious ideas gain

currency among the ehi dren of the mountaing and forests of the Far

> —""‘k ""'“-"'— /
lest, long}p&fore the advanﬁ of officlal teachers of religion, of
Christian

Perha

ss:‘u‘mzaries'>
in the JLrly development of the West no single factor
. ',

has bulked la

M““f%ﬁan the splendid imterior waterways system pro-

vided by nature. Om the bosom of broad rivers the earliest ex-
Plorers pushed into the interior, and both MoKenzie and Lewis and
Clark had utilized these avenues to reach the Pacific. And as the
fur-traders in their wake pushed west a system of communications,
with ststions and portages, was developed. But as modern airways

though marvelously appointed by nature would be useless without
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skilled pllots, so the heavily laden boats of the traders needed
expert boatmen. And of these none were more skilled and sought
after than the Fremch Canadian voageur and the Iroquois brave from
the regions watered by the St. Lawrence river and its tributaries.
Many hundreds of these men found employment with the fur ocompanies,
and eventually small groups of them settled in groups: the Canadians
in the valley of the Willamette and the Iroqyeis in the valley of
the Bitterroot, took wives and begat childre lJ{ Fach unit in time
came to demand Black-robes to adminisber—ta éhair spirituel needs.

The Canadians who came in the serviee of tﬁ\\fur corpanlies were
Catholics of an old stoock: Normqn, BrF orn and Picardin. Settled on
land after their years of serv{ge, tpd took Indian wives end began
the ocultivation of the soil. An&»aa'their children grew to the age
of reason they longed for priasts %o blass their marriages, to in-
struct their wives ahd children, and to administer the Sacraments
and offer the Holy uabrifice im their settlements: 1n short, to found
the Church in tha?oregaaneuntry. Accordingly, they wrote to the
bishop of{%ﬁé Red Riggr Settlement, the Most Reverend J. N. Provencher,
and requeé'ed that pr#ests be sent to them. This was im 1832; and
the reques \3a§_ggg§§ted in 1834 and in 1835. But not umlike his
fellow-bishophzg'ﬁt. Louis, the bishop of future Winnipeg had no
priests to send; and it was not until 1838 when the bishop of Quebec
intervened that Fathers F. N. Blanchet and Modeste Demers wére
appointed for the Oregon mission.

Coming overland by the route now established by the Hudson's Bay
Company--from Montreal to the western end of Lake Superior, thence to

the Red River 3ettlement and northwestwardly to Fort Edmonton, thenca
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across Athebasca Pass to the great band of the Columbia, and down
the waters of that mighty river, the missionaries reached Fort
Vancouver in late November 1838 having stopped overnight at Fort
Walla Walla en route. Two small settlements, one to the south at
Champoeg and the other to the north at Cowlitz Landing of the
Columbia, became centers from which the fathers radiated in all
directions. Father Blanchet visited Puget Sound and Puther Demers
made two journeys up the Columbia as far as [art Colville and one up
the Okanogan to Fort St. James on Stuart Lak On these exocursions
Father Demers stopped at Fort Walla Waif;:;ﬁ~ng te, and here he met
Pierre C. Pambrun, the chief tré/pr”tn\oharge, aﬁxlndefetigabla
apostle of Catholicism among B%é/nati/}}. For this post situated on

the lands of the Jallawallas<‘§as g/d iter of trade and conviviality

for the Cayuse, Tallawallas Nez
Yakimas. It was alsq/P/Eengsh‘has : och and Alexandris amd Rome of
0ld, for the dissemiﬁ tion of Christian truths. Such too was the

valley of the Bitterﬁ@ﬂt negpi;d between two principal ranges of

ces, Paloos, VWenatchees and

the mighty Rooknaa.

As we ﬁave seen,fho boatman were more expert, nor were hunters
more valor s, than ) g Iroquois from Lower Canada. Literally dozens
of these In&}anw;fbuid employment with the fur companies; and eventually
a small group of them settled among the Flathead Indiams, took wives
from them, and were incorporated into that tribe. Of these, one in
particular shell claim our attention: Ignace La Mousse, a ghief among
his own people, from Sault St. Louis, & Catholic mission close by
the clty of Quebec. This Indian, as much as any layman at least,
deserves the title, Apostle of the Rocky Mountains,

Settled among his adopted people for some years, Ignace was
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anxlous to see missions established among them as had been done in
Canada generations before. He bethought himself of returning to
Quebsc to see Black-robes there. . However, traders from St. Louis
assured him that im their oity too were priests and even a newly
conseorated bishop. Accordingly, in the early spring of 1831,
accompanied by five or six companions and by his two young sons
(whom he wished baptized), Ignace set out for the growing fur-center

on the lower Missouri. Here the band was regdived by General Villiam

Clark end Bishop Joseph Rosati, who promised |that missionaries would
be sent to them very soon. Unfortunaga;ytfﬁﬁj ishop was unable to
redeem his promise, and in 1835, 1n 1837 and‘}h‘1839 other
Journeys were made to St. Louis/w&th thb same request. On the third
Journey, that of 1837, Ignacq was kil;eﬂ by a bend of Sioux, but
his spirit lived on in his adSBtedxbsopla and two years later a
succeeded 1in reachin /Et Louis\and 1n seeing the bishop. En route
they had passed the Jasuit Missibn at Council Bluffs and aroused the
interest of a yeung prieat th9Te, Peter John De Smet. 4nd in the
following year (1840) this seme father made a jourmey of exploration
to the Mouhtains retqkned to St. Louis in the fall, and a year later
led a band \fxgwo £dthers and three brothers to the Bitterroot
valley, where he founded Mission St. Mary's emone the Flatheads. Thus
was lnaugurated the conversion of ths mountein trives.

Meanwhile Father De Smet anxious to contact his ecclesiastical
superior in the Oregon Country, Father Blanchet, the vicar of the
bishop of Quebec, decided to visit him in the spring of 1842 at Fort

Vencouver. Here took place a memorable meeting of Fathers Blanchet,
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Demers and De Smet, and here it was determined that one of them,
Fr. De Smet, should go to Europe to seek reinforcements in men and
supplies to better carry on the work of the missioms. Accordingly,
the good father agein crossed the mountains and made his way to St.
Louis where he made krown to the proper superiors the determiration
of the: fathers in Oregon. Soon he was on his way to Europe where he
had the good fortune to have an audience with His Holiness Pope
Gregory XVI, and where he was able to secure the assistance of four
Jesuit fathers and one‘brother and a body of tre Dame de Namur nuns,
: In due time, on 31 July 1844, this oo;gp of lleborers in the Oregon
vineyard of the Lord crossed the bar of the Coldmbia and were at St.

N

Paul on the Willemette and St. Eyéﬁmﬁ\\ avier's nearby. But ef far
greater importance, the Holy Pﬁgﬁgiezzljseen proper to raise the

Oregon Mission to the rank of xﬁ _V/pdgiate Apostolic, with the kost
Reverend F. N. Blanohet,,aqutgg first Vicar Apostolic. News of this

did not raach Blanchai ‘until lete in 844, when he immediately toock

ship for London and thence to Montreal wherse he was comsecrated on
25 July 1845. e \\
/wés again en route to Europe, this time to the Eternal

htq:ee of12§ter itself. Once there he represented the needs

ocese the Holy Father; and in consequence his

Soon

City, to
vicariate was aed to the dignity of an Archbishopric with him-
gself as Archbishop. Two suffragous Sees were likewise created, Walla
Walla and Vancouver Islend; and his own brother A.M.A.Blanchet and
Patiier lModeste Demers were named respectively to these Sees. But

Archbishop Blanchet had dome more: he had succeeded in interesting
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the sairtly Archbishop of Marseilles in France, Charles REugene de
Mazenod, who was also the founder of the Congregation of the Oblates
of Mary Immaculate, in his distant mission. This feot shall bear
much fruit.

Just previous to this time, in 1841, Bishop Bourget of Montreal,
had called a group of Oblates to his dlocese. And ome of these
fathers, the superior of the band and future bishop of Ottawa, was
presont at the consecration of the bishop of |Malle Walla, A.M.A.
Blanchet, on 27 September 1848§. And {jﬁ?ii_fk ing these festivities

erior to permit a

that the new bishop prevalled upon the*6

few of his subjects to accompany Oregon. d this promise of

his representative in Canada, de Mazenod felt himself bound

bish
to implement, Accordingly i ﬁas ag d that a band of Oblates would
sail from Frence in time to agzéhg\ Bishop Blanchet to his See of
Walla Walla in the disi try. Thus it came about
that the Oblates of ry Immaeculdte shared with the diocesén clergy
eand the Jesuit fathe and bro r's, and with the Hotre Danme sisters,
in the foundatjEE:BT the~Catholic Church in the Pacific Northwest.

Prepa ions for Ahe long Journey were now hastened forward;

and, on 22 nuary 1847, PFather Pascal Ricard, superior of the Oregon

Mission, set aris and Hevre, accompanled by three scholag-

e

tics, George Blanchet, Casimir Chirouse, and Charles Pandosy, and

ORe lay-brother, Celestin Verney. The travelers broke their Journey
at Avignon, at Lyons, and at Paris, both to pay thelr respscts to
various members of their femilies as well as to purchase such necessi-
ties as the nature of their expedition required. Havre was soon

reached, and on 4 Februesry, they embarked from this port for New York.
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There they learned that the bishop of ¥Walla Yalla had already set out
for St. Louis, whither they followed him. On 16 April Father Riocard
paid his respects to Bishop Blanchet and announced the safe arrival
of himself and companions.
A.M.A.Blanchet had left Montreal om 23 March in company with
Father Jean-Baptiste-Abraham Brouillet, his vicar-general, Mr. Louis-

Pierre-Godefroy Rousseau, a deacon, and Mr. Williem Leclaire, a sub-

deaoon. Their route of travel lay by way of oy, Buffslo, Pittsburgh,

Cincinnati, and Loulsville. At St. Louis thj
to Father Ricard, and was amazed when .

ishop gave no thought
er called on him on

the morning of April 16. Howevear, the Oblates e now in St. Louls

N

and the good bishop had no choi ut ;Z bring them with him to the
b

Oregon country. The whole parf{y now er fifteen, including a few

habltants who were accompanying p¢het to the Far West.
Many praparation;/ -6 be n Besides food and clothing,

wagons and oxen had C be pur:A sed. And somsome had to be found to

drive the oxen, for the faithfyl habitants hed no experience of this

kind. Most Qf”?§§ﬁ€~éhi‘ re acquired at VWestport, modern Kansas
P .

City, and Qﬁhtually, on 26 May, the party fell in with a certain
Captain MHQQQ:;Hth ;;w them safely through to their destination.
Their e wag/over the Oregon Trail, across the Kansas river
to the Platte. -ﬁéar the site of modern Casper, Wyoming, the party
crossed the Platte, pessed Independence Rock, went over the South

Pass, orossed the Green river, and reached Fort Bridger on 25 July.
Here the travellers were met by a Canadian, whom "Captain Johnny"

Grant had sent on from Fort Hall with some horses for his soms. Here

Blanchet and Ricard and two companions left the caravan and hastened
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on in advance of the caravan. They crossed the Bear river range,
and followed the Ross fork which led them directly to Fort Hall,
where they arrived om the 7th day of August exactly three months after
Blanchst had loaded his wagons at Vestport.

It so happened that at this time Captain Gramt was sbout to
send in the returns of that year to Fort Vancouver. Accordingly, \
Bishop Blanchet, Father Ricard, and Messrs. Roussesu and Blanchet X{
accompanied this paek-train via Fort Boiss, agross the Snake to )
the headwaters of the Grande Ronde, and over the Blue mountains. f

Soon they reached the Umatilla, crossd&-ﬁiiduHQ\ e fork, and followed

Van Sycle canyon to the Walla Wal er. At 3980, on 5 September
1847, they entered the fort, ] ths vere welcomed by VWilliam
MoBean, chisef trader, an affa ed gentleman, who received
them as ambassadors of ggélma \‘\ (\

I

Arrived in the Or§k6ﬁn36 ry,\ﬂgshop Blanchet quickly decided

\

to establish his misé&on along |

lands of the Young Chﬁb{. #,/;/

there to pro ﬁde~a/rasiaaﬂee’f6r him. This much accomplished, it

be mlddle Umatille river on the

a cabln had already been erected

was necess

T& to sele a site for the Oblate Mission. To this end,
Peu-Pau=lio x the fipllawalla chief, was approached. At first he
wag little éiﬁggggg:fo receive priests on his lands; but after some
persuasion he agreed to set aside a piece of ground on the right bank
of the Yakima, a short distance above its mouth. The location was
acceptable to the bishop, for, in this arrangement, the Oblates would
evangellize the Indiens on the right bank of the Columbia, while ths
bishop and his priests would have the charge of those on the left bank.
And so it was that the evangelization of the Yakima velley was
initiated.
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The slte appointed by Peu-Peu-Mox-Mox was about two and a half k(
miles above the mouth of the Yakima, and it was called by the Iﬁdians
in their language "chemmna". It was not a good selsction and many
difficulties resulted. There were no trees there and logs had to be
rafted down the Yakime river some few miles. Besides the ground was
arid and unsuited to cultivation. But Fr. Ricard ard his compenions

set to work with a will and began the construction of a chapel and a

cabin, Logs were rafted down the river. Thd November rains overtook

them, and the wlnds were exceedingly cold. E ntually four walls and
a roof completed a rude structure whidh—was- cated to St. Rose of

Lima, under the style of St. Rose-sur-Yakima. Latdr the missiom was

)

Hardly was the mission Sﬁénlete /ﬂhen Tr. Ricard received a

known as St. Rose of Simcoe. f //f

visit from a Yakina chief who ha OQSS from a village some three days
further up the river.,lﬂls rrhal; and he too sought a
Black~robe, for his fqople ;fjg;}shed to learn how to pray ard to have &f
a good heart. This wéa on 27 eoember 1847. Brothers Blanchet and
Vernay accompanggé the \hiaf'to his own village near Union Gap, and

here was bp;lt a residbnce-ohapel which fittingly was dedibated to
Immaoulate\dgnceptio Lf the Mother of God.

Meanwhilemm_;;agio occurrence had taken place at the Whitman
mission, Dr. Whitman, his wife and some twelve other persons=-all
Americans, had been murdered by the Indians. Rumors of reprisals
by the Willamette settlers soom filled the air and their sounds
soon reached Father Ricard and his Oblates at Mission St. Rosse,

And as it was feared that the Indians might revenge Indian losses by
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taking the lives of missionaries, Protestant and Catholic alike,

if military operations were umdertaken by the whites, Chief Factor
Peter Skene Odgen cf the Hudson's Bay Compeny, prevailed upon Bishop
Blanchet and PFather Ricard to accompany him to the Lower Country to
prevent such action.

Ricard, howsver, loath to leave Misslon St. Rose without a
priest during his own absence, prevailed oa the bishop to ordain
Brothers Chirouse and Pandosy. Accordingly se Scholastic Brothers
received the Orders of sub-diaconate on 26 Degcpmber and of diaconate
on 1 January 1848 at Fort Walla Wallafizgﬁzfﬁggﬁlatter date a report
that an American military force from-the Willamétta Valley was en
route to The Dalles to avenge p@g’death of Whitmen was geinling much
credence with the Indians. HQth the?é was no time to be lost, end
the ordinations were hastily de@i&q@ upor for the following mornirg.
As vestments, proper fbr the- qygust éaremoney, were lacking in part,

some had to be impro&ised. Thﬁs a nightgown of Mrs. Willlam MoBean,
the wife of the Ghief Trader was made to do service as an alb.

The neyﬁ,merning, ~Iaéuary 1848 a Sunday, at five o'clock--
lest the biﬁhop be l&ﬁe for the departure of Ogden, in a common room
at Fort da@ a Walla }#provised as a chapel for the occasion, the
solemn rite -erdination began~--the first ordinations to the sacred
priesthood in the Oregon Country. And as the anoient rite of Holy
Church reached its climex, these words "Thou art a priest forever
according to the order of Melchisadech" were pronounced over Brothers
Chirouse and Pandosy, individually, and they became priests of God.
Thus the Indians of the Yakima nation may claim as a unique distinc=

tion the faot that the first priests ordaimed in these parts of the
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Horth American continent were in a particular sense ordained for them.
The newly ordained Father Chirouse was placed in charge of Mission
St. Rose while Father Pandosy accompanied Brothers Blanchet and
Verney to the mission of the Immaculate Conception, at Union Gap.

Due to the war which followed the murder of Whitman, in which
the Yakimas had no part, all missionaries, Protestant and Catholic
alike, were requested by the military authorities to leave the country.
Mission St. Rose was deserted by the Indians ut the work of the
Oblates went on nevertheless. Brother Blanchb » Who had found great
favor with Aourrhei‘'s band, was in no‘gg;é;;?fq\ his life at any time
and remained at his post. Indeed; ﬂﬁile the war\was in progress
south of the Columbia, in the/mgnth of July 1848 a third missior was
opened by the Oblates in the kﬁl;ey of the Simcoe river, an affluent
of the Yakima, at the 1nstsnce of\KQmiakin the great chief of this
nation. This powerfql cnief in\fact took Father Chirouse under his
protection and the m&éqionary Oblate was abls to follow the wander-
ings of this band of\Indians in perfect safety.

Meanwhilsdﬁew missioﬂary stations were opened by the indefatigable
Oblates, nbﬂ strengthened by the addition of Father louls d' Herbomez
to their ngE\. And;ﬂhile two of these stations, one to the morth
and the othe?wtn_the east of Union Gap, in the valley of the Moxee, );
a third on Ahtanum Creek proved prermenent. The latter dediceted
to the Holy Cross under the style of Sainte Croix de Ahtanum was at
first but a summer cemp for the fathers who dwelt with the Indians

here. And as such it was visited by two noted travelers, Theodore

Winthrop and Captain George B. MeClellan, both of whom spent some
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days at the mission in 1853. Eventually this mission was to sup-
plant that of St. Joseph as the central mission of the Oblates in

the Yakima country. Fittingly, too, its name in time was changed to
St. Joseph's MKission.

But these early fathers did more than evangellize thc natives;
they saw §90 to their material needs, for they were well aware--as
are modern socioligists--that natural as well ,as supermnatural
agencies have their place. Among such agenc the fathers felt
that the cultivation of the soil must hqi§“f§F¥t place, for by this
means they hoped to turm their neophyt@gﬂf§6i’£gair nomad ways and
bring them to live in settled comﬂpnities. Indeed the fathers could
point to fields of wheat, of pﬁtatoes, ;nd of corn, for the fine
soils of the Yekima valley WeFQ\beginnin under the tutelage of the
fathers, to prcduce the riehﬂs fdr‘ﬁhioh they heve sirce become
famous. Father Chirayﬁe, as d{ﬁ Fatnﬁr De Smet in the Bitterroot
valley a yesr or twd previouslf envisioned the day when he would
have a mill for grind;hg wheat;and a saw-mill for cutting planks.

His people cvnld then build houses and live in towns. Thus, he wrote,
"Evangelidd%ion woul% be greatly facilitated". And Brother Blanchet
envisioned\ e day Whén churches and convents would spring up arocund
the missioné\ﬁs—tn the early Middle Ages had been the case in

Europe. Alas! for these great expectations; for other forces,
selfish and destructive forces beyond the control of the fathers, were
at work im this valley. Unholy greed, the greed for land, must have
lts way though the cost be human blood. And so it was.

From East to Vest, acrbss the broad surface of this continent,

the story has been the seme. As in the valley of the James, of the
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Connecticut, of the Mohawk, the Susquehana, the Roanoke, the Ohio
and 1ts tributaries, the great Mlssissippi and its western affluents,
the Columbia, the onake, and the Willemette, so in the rich valley
of the Yakime and its feeders, greed will predominate over justice
and might will make right. And in the war provoked by whites,
greedy for these fruitful lands, a chief of the Yakimas, Kamiakin,
shall take the field at the heed of an Indian Confederacy determined

on the preservation of their ancestral heritegk. The end was in=-

evitable; and the fate of the Delaware, the Shdwnee, the Wyandott,
the Sioux, the Cherokee, and memy other tribes\Owertook the Yakima
and their allies. 4And in the coyégg:HT this-;:i\sgite men, not
Red men, inflaméd by false rugé/s, by ‘;

gotry, and by hatred of

\{Beékﬁuildings ralsed om this spot

shame! that men in the

things Catholic, set fire to t
for the worship of the

I .

military uniform of Gover the United States, subject to

military discipline,| Should havi been guilty of such vandalism.....
one could almost say \gggg;z/ﬁe. Thus came to an end, the first
Catholic m ;16}1'“3;1 Ahtmgiek.

The mifsions amohf the Yakima Confederacy were destroyed, it is
true; buﬁ t ~\miss&gjlries were not molested--indead they were pro-
tected by the :H_dd;n. For true to the injunctiom of Christ given

to His Twelve when He sent them on their first missionary tour, and
sald: "And when they shall persecute you in this city, flee into
another. fAmen I say to you, you shall not fimish all the cities or
Israel, till the Son of Man come." His faithful Apostles of that day,
the Oblate missionaries of the Yakima country, went to mew fields.

Fathers Chirouse and Pandosy crossed the Caécadea and at Tulalip,
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near the mouth of the Jnohomish rivsr opened a missiomn, dedicated
to St. Francis Xavier, amonz the tribes of that area., Father
d' Herbomez succeeded Father Ricard as Superior in Olympla but soon
moved to Esquimault Bay and later to New Westminster where he became
the first bishop of that See, the predecessor of Vancouver. Father
Paul Durleu, & mew arrival in 1855, became the apostle of the Indians

elong the Georglan Straits, and later too a bishop. From these bases

the Oblate fathers and brothers in succeedind lvears spread over

Vancouver Island, aloug the Fraser River, snd| hip the Cariboo Trail;
and In all these areas their missions Aud I schools flourish to
this day. -, NS
SENe v
Holy Cross lission was not ,dfgéé§2d for ten years; but in 1867
Father L. N. St. Onge, who wd%<£gineq/i the following year by
N7 Canald
Reverend J. P. Boulet, diocesan ripé%s from Fhﬁgzbf“began anew the
evangelization of thexxﬁkimﬁggx\Thegé\iathers made their headquarters

f

/ \ W
on Ahtanum Creek, wh%ﬁ% they hﬁi?t the present buildings, but the

/
name of the mission ﬁgg henoe#g@%ard St. Joseph. In 1871 Father Joseph

Caruana, a Jesuitl, at xﬁﬁﬁfiﬁ;%anoe of Bishop Blanchet, took over the
mission. f#{te naturglly when the town of Yakima graw near Union

Gep, the Jesuits seer the spiritual needs of the residents thera,
Thus '.'Jhite.;\Q

‘had thes benefit of their ministrations.

7o rust not forgot, however, that the honor and glory of all
these works must go Primarily not to men but to Alnighty God. For
a8 in olden times He sent Moses, assisted by his brother Aarom, sé
in these times He sent Bishop Blanchet, assisted by Father Ricard

and his companions. It was His representative om earth, Pope

Gregory XVI, who created this diocese, and when Bishop Blanchet travel=

ing westward came to the summit of the last Tange of the Rocky

Mountains and looked down on the Bear River in southeastern Idaho

L

é%
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he looked down upon his alloted vineyard. To its cultivation he
and his companions had been appointed by the Vicar of Christ him-~
self. And as dloocesan priests and Oblates and Jesuits labored then
for the good of souls under their rightful chief pastor, the bishop
of Wella Yalla--Nisqually, so do they today under his successor, the
bishop of 3eattle.

And so, my very dear psople I have related to you the beginnings

of this mission. I have told you how Bishop anchet was sent by

Pope Gregory XVI, as was Moses by Almichty God.| And as Moses was
assisted in his work by his brother Aagggz:?eﬁl's the bishop in this
region, first by the Oblates, then byﬁphe digg;;hQ\glergy, and finally
by the Jesuits. And as the burn ﬁf/;;\\ was a symbol of the people

of Israel in the iron furnace<6£é§§£;;jylo were the native peoples

of thils continent in the cruel 4 xﬁf/idolatry and servitude to

Satan. And as the busq;giﬁzﬁ bu 8 not corsumed, so the Jewish

4

delivered pver to death. So too the Red men,

people of 0ld were no(
evangelized by Cathol\

of death and plaeed on
o

prelude, as 1é§ the burning bush a prelude to the apparition of God

on Mt., 8ina cluding of the Covenant with His people, to
throughout the length and breadth of this valley.

"Come not nigh hither, put off thy shoes from thy feet."” It is
not befitting that sinful men approach the thrice holy God, and when

he does so it should be in reveresnce and awe. Thus should we ever
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approach this sanctified spot, for the ground whereon we stand is
holy ground. Here was the Holy Secrifice of the Mass first offered;
bere Christ the Saviour in rcality dwelt with His people in the
humble chapel of this mission dedicated to His Holy Cross. Here too
were holy men, the foundation stones of the church in this valley.
For Casimir Chirouse and Charles Pandosy, Lewis 4' Herbomez and
Paul Durieu, Lewis St. Onge and J. B. Boulet, Joseph Caruana, and
Urban Grossi--Oblate, Diocesan, and Jesuit, t this ground where
now we stand to db them honor. But as they 4ai so let us also,
honor principally the ever merciful anaﬁﬁeaé—ﬂq\\Who has seen fit to

work great things here--to establis s church, dispense His

Sacraments, and to bring men to ir flgal home--His home-~Heaven

above, All praise be forever
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