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J. NEILSON BARRY 3852 S. W. GREENLEAF DRIVE
GREEN HILLS
PORTLAND 1, OREGON

May 15, 1955.

The &diter
The Newspaper
Yakima,
Wash,

Dear Sir:

The Lewis and Clark Sesquicentennial should interest and
attract nationwide attentien to this regien; yet, probably, the Yakima
country will be overlooked.

If it should be it will be because the necessary available informatien
has not teen provided regarding the achievement of one of your old-time
Yakima country residents and "cartographer."

Probably the most practical result of the Lewis and Clark espeditien
for the general public, and to the man-on-the-street was that it revealed
for the first time the previously unknown vast wllderness of the Great West
and, incidently, literally put your Yakima river "on the map." (Tapteel)

Since Mr.Watson Totus was appointed by Governor Langlie as &
member of the state cémmittee I sent to him a photograpnhic reproductien of
that epochal map that first revealed the geography of the Oregon country
annotated with modern names, and a modern map with the same features.

It is astonishing that the larger map is not framed in every
schoolhouse; or that with such intelligent and well informed people, so
few seem to know that such an epochal mep was firawn a hundred and fifty
years ago, and beceme ground plan for the earliest published map of the West,

One of your Yakima country old-time residents was mme of the cartographer
s

The Yakima coyntry people should see to it that attention be attracted
to the Yakima country.
Very sincerely,

?,NM&\T’JM,

The Skaddat or Skaddak tribe ranged from Lake hachess to
the Dalles, and seem to have been connected with the Piscoes of
the Toppeni:ch creek locality.
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The first settlement at that early time was rort

A military celebrity, whose life had been spent in fighting in
forests, and protably had not given an inttant of thought Lo Limbuktu
the Pacific ocean, or Kamtichatka since leaving a log schopl house
was sent on a military expedition to rfort Mackinac

le suddenly becare obsessed. He twice voyaged to &ngland and
twice petitioned the king to let him go th the Pacific coast via the
OREGON river. The first time Oregon was ever mentiofjed. and he wrote
it SEVEN times

He described TEN true features

The only man in the world who could have known those ten true
factual matters was that Spaniard
tither the military man make up each of the ten, he MUST hcove
known it by that Spaniard.
9 & large branch entered the Uregon river from
é@? the so A small river entered from the
A north, ihree days journcy up the small river
was free gold.
iwice he mentioned the "Great lown
with a high mountain to the north
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ate facts to indicate
f his compass

ten indicate white man seaman, a metal worker
J

vaniard was a seama d a metal worker
'he name OREGON is v gon.

half-breed s is proof

ave all data, except the

L

did Mafjor iiobe hdgers know of Tl ten, and that prevailing winds

+ -‘-“"4'
the mouth of the Oregon were

10tographic facsimile,

tribtal historia 1 me detais, of what she did not know

the sequel. LThe s a cluster of true stories, th: d make a
prize winner. L am € 1L E t is for a younger

ery. sincerely-
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Harry E. Heathman, Manager

REV. J. NEILSON BARRY
Rm, 646, Heathman Hotel

PORTLAND 5 OREGON NEW HEATHMAN HOTEL
Portland 5, Oregon

HEATHMAN HOTEL
S, W. BROADWAY AT SALMON

S. W. PARK AT SALMON
January 18, 1959
ick ande
Click Relander,
akima,
ssh.

Vo

)ear Mr .Relander:

interested in vour nice article-review on the Skeena river.
, for e e ty of 1846-1946 =2
printer8art procef$the extremcly at'ractive brochure

mars y e 4= E

lous masterpiece of
publisged jointly b

the
shington
Columbia.
had a considerable number of well-written articles by prominent cclebrities,
here is so much to praige,
review ublished of it --=that
criticism.

and prai highly- -I do not remcmber whether any
: i ol T

to be regretted that there is basis for any

SR #4 ¢

RS sl

¢
IT IS ANALOGOUS TO T AY OF HAM {ITH HMLET LEFT OUT. §

lhe subject was the Treaty of 1846. he United States Government five times
15, 1824, 1827, 1842,1344, 1845) had repeatedly kept insisting upon a boundary that
1d include part of Vancouver island.

British Government had five times rejected it.

'he fact that the present boundary hss proved satisfactory to both nations
over a ccntury is DEMONSTRATION tha

it IS the most suitable boundary.
Personally I think that the Briti

1tish Bovernment reaiized that
lowevee they asserted that CO E of a boundary
ownership to trrritory

~
tor

3T a'l alémg
ENIENC

lid not create rightful

For many years the British transcontinental route was via the Columbia river south
latitude rorty-nine. Fhe British had no intention to havc British commerce cross
oreign territory. ‘herefore the British Government kept repeatedly i sisting that part
f the hould be via part of the Columbia river.

boundary

ejectdd four times by the U.S.
The hecadouarters of the

Vactoria. [he old Columbia
north of

Hudson's Bay
river route
latitude forty-nine, excent vi

Company was moved f{rom Fort Vancouver
he new British route
Juan de Fuca

was was
via the
'he British, in London, prep:red the aty of 1846 with the boundary where the
ted the boundary to be.
fhe U.5, accepted the Treaty word-for-word as the British desired




Because there was variation between British maps and U.S. maps, there was a
sfuabble with regard to which chammel---of something like about 1
latitude forty-nine and the Strait of Juan de Fuca, It was adjusted in 1872.

.
+

wenty m:les--- between

Treaty divided the disputed region. ‘he U.S. got 42,009 square miles
h got the tip of Vancouver island, and isl :
exact ares from a special estimate by the B.C.Department of Lands.

] od dontéed my library.

4+
ETS

fundamental of the Treaty was the disputed area--about the size of

$

ennsylvania, and its amicable division the way the Britis anted,
his was omitted, and not even a map of the disputed area

printed did not have the forty-ninth parallel
ND OMITTED THE NA RIVER.

to eastern Oregon from N.Y.City in 1895.
stead of tie "Wild and Wolley West'" the population w MORE smopolitan than in
New York city. Nearly everybody was a new comer, :nd usual m a different
\11 were voung, and only the more enterprising had come SO I: and only such
af ford.
Althouch I dined with the son of Rev.ilenry Spalding, ociate of Dr.Whitman
bo-rded with one of the "Sager Girls" surviver of the

very few of the population we¥ not new-comers.

1 the morvelous prosress and devclopments from an inside viewpoint
ixty-four years, with unabated enthusiasn

R aiiam E— : :
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There zeems to be only one deficiemcy. ZPwerything else is up-to-date stream-1lined

jet-propulsian EXCEPT .B.C. understanding of the early history ol the Pacilic Northwest
‘her is hang-over from prior to the beginning of the covered wagons.

A i A

e iy

very civic and everv commercial activity provides for auditing
There is not any VESTIGE of auditing with regard to early history.

Jur Washineton State Historical Society for over ‘sixty years has hac provision
for auditing, vet the committee pever haz been appointed

There is urrent need for smme sort of provision for democracy. To detect an
erceive suc matters as I have written. There i no provision for vocality
lewwpapers providec for Letters to the Editor.

EVERYTHING IS STRANGLE HOLD, as in Russia.

Qur State Historical Society has no nrovis;on whatever for democracy.
Although members are entitled to receive the one-man Pacific Normhwest Quarterly.
't it might be published in Moscow soO far as members ve no voice---not even by
officers of the Society. ne pace is allowed for data regarding the Society.
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am an Episcopal clergyman, originally o N,Y.City, no. the sec@nd most
senior of Washingti n.D.C.
I prefer RAW work, therefore my ministry was alternated between normal
parochial work in N,Y,City and the Diocese of Washington,D.C. with four volunteer
"shifts" out heee, aggrcgating twenty- five yvears---in RAW work

se being by nature a student a d investigator, my pastime-recreation was in
of history.
/hen I retired and had leisure and independent means I supplemented advanced
education in N.Y.City by six university courses to specialize.
do not pose as a "historian" It iz not my vocation.
am a reser-rchef with regard to problems,
I have pablished more articles in the Oreion Historical Quarterly thon anyone
else now living. Professor Meany used to classify my contributions, not as Articles
but as Documents, because compilations of documents. I use primary sources exclusively.

ince you a%¥e a Curator it is suitable to write to you suggestion, thet would
be beneficial, yet not cost anything---merely consideration and ATTENTION by Curatots
(1) One is the need of functioning by the Committee that has been provided-for for
over sixty veass. I have often urged hhis---but like in Russia.
Another 1 lange in the Bv-Laws
then a man is so outstanding as to be honored --I forget title, but
onorary something.
"he By-Law GAGS him, and prohibits any action by such for the benefit of
either the Society or for history UNLESS ested. And NEVER requestds

hi
iead the Bv-Law for yourzelf,

was given the doubtful honor of being gagged, when it was permament, about
forty-five yeaes ago. The term is now limited. Yet +f a historian has such specified
jualifications there i no sense in limiting the "honor''---especially since it
only to gag him unless recuested, which

leditate on ti By-Law } bat the only such in

You might look up that exquisitel T rocl for the anniversity
1846-1946
omits the subjec nd omits a map of the disputed area divided

nd mmits ti

ke

remember correctly. There
R irrelevant to the matter.

I question whether any one of about 100 celebriti listed would be able
to trace whereabouts of the continentsl divide on that map--that omits the Skeena river

are my spccialty.
i written, probably to about thirty, professors and librarians, that
have analyzd upy ards of about 200 "historical” maps for this regiomn yet have not
found even ONE that is accurate and adecuate.

Not one suggested any that is accurate and-or adecuate.




a matter be
ach artic

control

ersonally I have
sually it is more interst
creates motivation for research
rhe stuff that is pro
cially ¢ historical

The is no provision for auditing,

cost anything to have such matters inve

cood wishe

ff Nelsm flemsy

sending under
t e earliest




Barrperest

J. NEILSON BARRY 3852 S. W. GREENLEAF DRIVE
GREEN HILLS
PORTLAND 1, OREGON

The First Map of the Oregon Country.

As late as 1792 there was uncertainty as to the inland sea that wns
depicted on maps where the interior of the Oregon country really ls.
Sivteen years after the Declaration of Independence it was not 'mown that
it 1is dry land and not water.

It was thirteen vears later, 1in 1805, that the first white men crossed
the Oregon country under Lewls and Clark. 0ddly enough they traveled
mrstly by water. Down in the deep trench of Snake and Columhia rivers
they only 'mew such landscape as they had seen. Beyond, somewhere,
stretched a vadt, 1llimitahle un'mown wilderness---a hlank.

Returning in 1806, at the Dalles of the Columbia river Clark had
Indians make the first map of the Oregon country. Clark copied 1t and
wrote the Indian names.

"hen the lournals of Lewis and Clark were compiled the President
ordered a map of the West. Clark only “new *he narrow routes he had
traveled so he used maps draswn by Indians. The other Indian maps were of
only parts. This first mep was the only Indian map for all of the Oregon
country, so it was used as the ground plan.

Clark's map was prepared for the etchers by Samuel Lewis, a cartographer
of Philadelphia. It was published in 1814, and was the first published map
of the Oregon country: based on this "Dalles Map." Later maps largely
reflected that etching of 1°14, This Dalles map was epochal.

Those wild Indians d1id not have automohiles, paved highways -nd
road-maps. They did not make surveys with a transit, magnetic compass,
astronomical ohservations and with chronometers adiusted to Greenwich time.
They did not even have pencil and raper.

Sometimes an Indian would use a chunk ©of charcoal and draw a map on
Aserskin or on Indian matting. Or would draw with the finger on the ground.
Or a map would be ppépared on the ground: wusing twigs, pebbles and 1little
mounds of earth. Clark would copy them arid write the Indien names.

This Dalles map demonstrates how much geography those untutored
savagas knew and understood far remote from their homes.

fiow many today have visited the places, or even know the whereahouts

of all of them ? Alphahet%cal.

Bitterroot river, Blackfoot river, Columria river, Camas ground (Takoa,
Wash.), Camas ground (near Missoula,Montl), Cascade range, Clark's fork,

Clearwater river, Deschutes river--the map shows falls and two tributarles.

Plathead rivef, Grande Ronde river, Joco creek, John Day river, Kettle Falls,

Lake Coeur d'Alene, Little Blackfoot river, Little Spoknne river,

Latah cresky Lemhi river, Lochsaw river, Lolo creek, Lolo Trail,

Mission creek, North Fork of Clearwater, O'tanogan river, Palouse river,
Potlatch river, Puget Sound, Salmon Palls, Salmon river, Snake river;-
Spokane Falls, Spokane river, Touchet river, Umatilla river, Walla Wdllg%w~\
river, Wenatchee river, "hite Sand creek, "illow creek and Vakima river. \

r'd

J.Neilson Barry. .
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J. NEILSON BARRY 3852 §. W. GREENLEAF DRIVE
GREEN HILLS
PORTLAND 1, OREGON

The First Map of the Oregon Country.

As late as 1792 there was uncertainty as to the inland sea that wns
depicted on maps where the interior of the Oregon country really ls.
Siyteen years after the Declarstion of Independence it was not 'mown that
it 1s dry land and not water.

It was thirteen vears later, in 1805, that the first white men crossed
the Oregon country under Lewis and Clark. 0ddly enough they traveled
mrstly by water. Down in the deep trench of Snake and Columbia rivers
they only 'mew such landscape as thej had seen. Beyond, somewhere,
stretched a vadt, 1llimitahle unimown wilderness---a hlank.

Returning in 1806, at the Dalles of the Columbia river Clark had
Indians make the first map of the Oregon country. Clark copied it and
wrote the Indian names.

"hen the 'ournals of Lewis and Clark were compiled the President
ordered a map of the West. Clark only knew the narrow routes he had
traveled so he used maps drawn by Indians. The other Indian maps were of
only parts. This first mep was the only Indian map for all of the Oregon
country, so it was used as the ground plan.

Clark's map was prepared for the etchers by Saruel Lewis, a cartographer
of Philadelphia. It was published in 1814, and was the first published map
of the Oregon country: based on this "Dalles Map." Later maps largely
reflected that etching of 1714, This Dalles map was epochal. ’

Those wild Indians did not have automobiles, paved highways ond
road-maps. They did not make surveys with a transit, magnetic compass,
astronomical ohservations and with chronometers ad justed to Greenwich time.
. They did not even have pencil and raper.

Sometimes an Indian would use a chunk ©of charcoal and draw a map on
Aserskin or on Indian matting. Or would draw with the finger on the ground.
Or a map would be prepared on the ground: using twigs, pehbles and little
mounds of earth. Clark would copy them and write the Indien names.

This Dalles map demonstrates how much geography those untutored
savages new and understood far remote from their homes.

flow many today have visited the places, or even nmow the whereahouts
of all of them ? Alphahet#cal.

Bitterroot river, Blackfoot river, Columhia river, Camas ground (Talon,
Wash.), Camas ground (near Missoula,Mont), Cascade range, Clark's fork,
Clearwater river, Deschutes river--the map shows falls and two tributaries.
Plathead rivef, Grande Ronde river, Joco creek, John Day river, Kettle Falls,
Lake Cosur d'Alene, Little Blackfoot river, Little Spoknne river,
Latah cresaky Lemhi river, Lochsaw river, Lolo creek, Lolo Trail,
Mission creek, North Fork of Clearwater, O'ranogan river, Palouse river,
Potlatch river, Puget Sound, Salmon Palls, Salmon river, Snake river,
Spokane Falls, Spokane river, Touchet river, Umatilla river, Walla #slla
river, Wenatchee river, "hite Sand creek, Willow creek and Yakima river.

J.Neilson Barry.




Union-Bulletin

Walla Walla, Wash., Sunday, January 1, 1950

First Map of Oregon Country Drawn

On Sand by India

J. Neilson Barry, 3852 S. W,
{Greenleaf drive, Portland, is a de-
termined person with an extraordi-|
nary devotion to accurate history
of the Pacific northwest. Because
he has such characteristics and
attributes, it is now possible for
schools, libraries or even individ-
uals to possess photographic fac-
similes of the very first map ever
made of the Oregon country.

The Portland historian (a form-
er Episcopal minister at Baker,
Ore., and elsewhere) contributed
generously of his own time over a
period of several years to make
the map available—at sizable con-
tributions of his own funds.

Original Map Revealing

It is nothing less than incredib'e
(that Indians Lewis and Clark en-||
'countered along the Columbia river | |

.

Pacific northwest geography. Bui
that they did, and they drew maps
Lin the sand, which the explorers
\copied with great fidelity. They
|spotted the Grande Ronde river.
the Touchet — and the main
| streams.

Historian Barry has favored the
(Roving Reporter with a copy of the
!smaller map whereon he has an-
|notated the Indian names applied
{to the rivers and streams with pres-
ent spelling; also a larger copy
ywhereon only Indian names appear.
'Excerpts from the Barry commun-
ication follow:

By J. Neilson Barry
We are so accustomed to take
for granted what everyvbody well
knows, that few ever stop to real-
ize—even if they ever knew it—
'that as late as 1792 there was un-
rcertainty as to the inland sea—

|was depicted on maps where the|

|Oregon country really is.

Sixteen years after the declara-
‘tion of independence it was not
{known that the Oregon country is
'dry land, not water.

Came Mostly by Water

{ It was 13 years later in 1805—
i29 years after the declaration of
independence: after ashington
had served two terms as presi-
‘dent and John Adams had served

[two terms, and Jefferson had serv- |

{ed one term—that the first white
man crossed the Oregon country
lunder Lewis and Clark.

. Oddly enough, they traveled
imostly by water. Because so much
had been in the trench of the Snake
fand Columbia rivers, they knew
{only such landscape as they had
| seen.

| Beyond, in every  direction
'stretched vast unknown wilderness.
It is difficult to realize that.

* "Consulted Indians
Returning, Clark wanted to know
of that vast unknown wilderness.
{So, at the dalles of the Columbia,
'he had Indians draw the first map
|of the Oregon country.
| Those wild Indians had no auto-
|mobiles, no highways, no road
{maps. They didn't even have pap-
|er and pencil, Yet all Indians glad-
ly drew maps. Sometimes they
'used a chunk of charcoal on deer-
!skin, or Indian matting; sometimes
they drew with one finger on the
|ground.
' Once they prepared a map on the
ground, using twigs, pebbles and
[little mounds of earth. Clark would
then copy them and write the In-
dian names.

n Near The Dalles

Clark Guessed Wrong
I am personally interested in the
geography of the Oregon country.
When 1 lived in New York City I
became interested in Eastern
Washington and my friends jokgd
because 1 made maps to try to in-
terest them to come with me. . .
I came in 1895, over a half-century
ago. . .I met the son of Henry,
Spalding and boarded with ov1e of
the Sager girls—survivors of the
Whitman massacre.

Merely stupidly gazing at an In-

{dian map, or an early map, and

guessing, is puerile and silly. It
requires scientific analysis and
know-how. For example: C{lrk
supposed that the Okanogan river.
was the main Columbia; the very

First Map Published | best map in 1819 depicted Fraser |
When the journals of Lewis and ' iyer and the Okanogan united to
Clark were compiled (published iIn| po the main Columbia.

should have profound knowledge ot‘ |

1814) the president ordered a map

| lof the West. Clark only knew the|

| \narrow routes he had traveled, so

{ jused the Indian maps.

|| This was the first published map
—38 yvears after the declaration of

'|independence when Madison was

|| president. F

|’ Clark’s map was prepared for the

etchers by Samuel Lewis, a Phila-
delphia cartographer. However,
only a few copies were published in
1814, in the first edition. Being
prior to photgraphy, some later ed-
itions had hand copies, that dif-
{|fered. Few have seen all the maps,
|;or know how they differ, or which
i is authentic.

{ One From Many

Clark compiled his general map
{from many Indian maps, Yet that

itirst map was the basis lnd;

groundwork. . .It might be inter-
esting to guess how much geog-
raphy those Siwashes would know.
(That first map shows how much
they knew. It is of the vast region
from Puget sound to beyond mod-
ern Missoula; from north of Kettle
falls to Salmon falls, Idaho.

Probably the most important as-
ipect for Lewis and Clark was that
.the first map showecd the Indian
‘trail eastward from where Mis-
’soula now is. That, probably, was
'the first suggestion of the short re-
turn route by Lewis.

He went froran Travelers’ rest
camp at the mouth of Lolo creelze
near modern Missoula, to Great
Falls in 10 days. It took 57 days
on the westward journey (to cover
the same general distance).

The map shows the Touchet riv-
er. along which the party traveled
briefly on their return: Lake Coeur
d'Alene, Spokane river, Spokane

tah creek:
Tekoa now is.

All that by wild
The Dalles, in 1806.

Ind:ans,

|

falls, Little Spokane river and La-
camas ground where|

Fictitious River

That map (1819) was used for
the treaty with Spain and it de-
picted the Willamette (‘‘Multno-
mah'’) river as rising where Utah
now is, and that fictitious river
came very nearly becoming an in-
ternal boundary.

It is extremely difficult to ana-

lyze such maps. . .When I identify
anything I annotate the modern
name on an enlarged photostat
(of the original). Few libraries
have such maps. . .enlargements
. .nor data for identification.

The cost is in locating where-

| - abouts of a rare map and getting

ja photostat; then the phtographic
;stages; the reversed print, There
is wvaluable time required, and
‘know-how to annotate a map and
{to make it understandable.

New Process Used
‘P,llotostats cost $1.50 and some-
| 'times various photographic stages

gost $5. Then I learned of the Ozal-
id process. A special reversed print
is placed on sensitized paper and
‘placed in a large machine that
produces a photographic facsimile.
g\ny number can be made. . .and
is practically a photograph.
Requests for these are pouring

'from coast to coast. and C
i anada.
|It is th_e only such set in the worti;
‘apd being a labor of love I almon'
‘ggve them away. There is a prodi
lous amount of extremel i .
drudgery in the making.y e

|

|
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Barryrrest

J. NEILSON
BARRY 3852 S. W. GREENLEAF DRIVE

GREEN HILLS
PORTLAND 1, OREGON

June 19, 1955.

Mr,Click Relander,
Yakima,
wash,

Dear Mr.Relander:

Because you most probably was elected on the Board of
Curators of the Wachington State Society, as a new member, possitly you
may be willipg to consider a problem which has interested and very greatl
puzzled me for many years. 7

I was an bpiscopal clergyman in New York city, back in 1895, sixty
years ago, and voluntecred to help our Chur=zh, which was then very weak
in eastern Washington. I came four times, aggregating twenty-five years

I am now aged, long retired, the fifth most senior cleegyman df
Washington,D.C. beeause of love and enthusiasn for this region I reside
in Portland.

I was amazed, back sixty years ago, that instead of the "Wild and woolly
Weat'" the population was liore cosmbpolitan in eastern Washington than in
New York city. Nearly everybody was a new COmeIe, and each from some
different place. All were young, ans only the most enterprising had come
so far. What they and others like them have accomplished is marvelous.

This wdpnderfil region is destined to be the most foremost in the
United States.

ilowever there is one deficiency that is incompatible with everything
else in this progressive and enterprising region and out-of-step with
everything else. It is behind the times---more than a century before the
times. Back earlier than the old-horse-and-buggy days when there were
made-rands. Before there were made-roads----before the oxen drawn
covered wagbns. Yet there seems absolutely no realization of it.

Back before there were any made-roads this region was involved 1n
bitter international disputes, and got mixed up 1n national politics.
Thece were string and intense emotions and much extreme partisanship.

Back east little was known of our geo raphy, not of many important vital
records that are now available.
'ne earlier settlers came at that period and their misconceptions
and distorted misunderstandings becaue crystalized and still continue-
It is anachronism and preposterous.

With regard to all matters since settlement there are full understandings
and very much interest, Wwith #ntelligent conceptions; as with regard to
everything else, our people are well-informed---except with what pertains
to the esrlier period. That is deploratle.

Our Society has moral obligation which was voluntarily assumed, and
has received a vast amount of taxpayer's money. 1t 1s nigh time for some
member of the Board to try to find what-is-what.

It will be an eye-opener. . )
Very sincerely,

9. Naiuadmﬁw-‘an




Barryrrest

J. NEILSON
BARRY 3852 S. W. GREENLEAF DRIVE

GREEN HILLS
PORTLAND 1, OREGON

July 13, 1955

Mr,Click Relander,
1212 North 32 Avenue,
Yakima,
Wash.,

Dear lir.Relander:

I most heartily congratulaje you onm your interest and
your knowledge of your local Indians, andthen of the wider subject

Yet even more I congratulate Washington for having such a life-wire
enthusiast. .
I do most sincerely hope that your boek may prove te be a masterpiece
and be a very gratifying fimancial success.
You have selected a very interesting focal-center for a very
fascinating medley of matters of interest.

Good luck to yeu.

I have been workimg en a difficult problem for many years; and since
you are from California, and yet have lived in this regiem about ten
years, you may be able to appreciate and realize what the problem is
and how 1t can be solved.

I went to eastern Washingtom for the first time in 1895, sixty years
ago, from New York city.
Instead of the "Wild and woelly West" the population was MORE.
cosmopelitan than in New Xork city.
Nearly everybody was a new-comer, and each from somewhere else.
Only the younger and more enterprising had come so far.
What they were, and others like them who have come later, is
demonstrated by the progress, advancement and enterprise of what this
region has accomplished in sixty years

However in one respect it is out-of-step. Taking all of the five
state: of the Oregem country, they have been se pre-occupied and absdrbed
in MAKING history that, by-and-large, there is very little interest or
understanding by the man-on-the-street of what others had done and had
acemplished in order that they might do and accomplish what they have done.

Local history involving the locality and what has been accomplished
since American settlement, usually is well known, and very much local
interest; wusually---with understanding.

The wider area, the regiomn, extending beyfénd state lines, and the
REGIONAL history--or more properly the "background of the past" is of
interest to very few; largely because of knowing so little of it
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In everything else the good people of this regiom---of the five states--
are intelligent and are well informed of everything else---except nnly
our own regiomal "background of the past.”
They are not interested im it.

There is also ene peculiarity and characteristic-

With regard to everything else the view-points and minq%et are
up-to-date.

The ideas, and cenceptions of our regional history are of over a hundred
yearsg ago. Prior to the old horse-and-buggy days when there were made-road
Back before there were made-roads, and even prior to the caravans of
covered wagons.

01d ideas, comceptions and miscénceptions of over a century ago
became crystalized, and have continued, while the oxen-drawn wagen
was superceded by the horse and btuggy, and then by the automebile, and
the airplane---and them by jet-propulsioen.

This is not realized. Apparently no one has even had sufficient
interest to realize it, because the crystalized conceptions and misciénceptions
are so ri@idly organized and crystalized that they automatically create a
mind-set; usually with an absence of desire for what they like to
suppose should really have been something else that was true.

That probably may be the key to the problem.

However everybody is not like little children who prefer belief
in the reindecer of Santa Claus, and the kind stork who brought the new
babty trother.

Because of my long and very varied life I have belidnged to a good many
organizations, pertaining to very many kinds of matters. Historical is
only ome of such.

Also 1 have had cénsiderable opportunity for having cemtact with many.

Commercial enterprises to a comsiderable extent, while owned by
stockholders, yet except in special matters such as issuing more stock
or general matters, the stockholders have no voice or opportunity for
activity. The officers they elect manage details. This is proper.

However a SOCIETY is different. DBecause individuals have mutual
interest they organize in order more effectively to promote what is of
mutual interest. ‘When small and in one locality each member has
opportunity for activity, and to share in pYomoting the matter.

However when large, and extended over a wide area, usually the
officers elected are delegated to do the work, and they employ such
agehts as they may select.

In a certain sense, it is analogous to elected representatives im
a legislature or in Cengress.
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It is difficult to generalize. Yet of such organizatiems, for many
varietg of purposes, in many states imn all parts of the United States,
There SEEMS $o be in seme cases, a PAITERN,

Some group "riin the show"

They see to it that new directors are their cheice, and, apparently
for some projects seem to be selected as a sort of complimentary gesture
or because it is beneficial te have such on the board.

Also, apparently, in some cases, some board members seem to be like
pretty flowers in wall-paper; or picturesque effigies in a painted
landscape.

They loan their names, 1like signimg a blank cheque. Yet take no
active part---teyemd attending a semi- social gathering, and rubber-stamp
what has been cut and dried for them to "sign on the dotted lime"

Yet have no iwside knowledge beyond what has been told te them.,

BSefore the first world war I was one of the charter members who
o¥ganized the Historical Society im Spokane, yet have been away frem
Spokane for many years, and have not kept much in touch with the Society.

I know akmost nothing of the State Histerical Society, but joined it
recently and desire to promote its good purposes.

So far any opportumnity for activity seems to have been voting for a
hand-picked slate, as in Russia, As fin Moscow,, "write-ins" are
permitted, and probably have about as much chance as a snowball in a
blast furnace.

It might be worthy of comsideration to adopt the American plan,
and allow nominations by members. Since the Pacific Northwest Quarterly
is sent to each member, a blank WITHOUT HAND-PECKED favorites, might be
enclosed in the copies sent to members.

And such nominatiens included on equal terms with all names.

It is merely a matter of the Soviet method, or the American method.

Another matter is whether board members be like representatives
in a legislature and in Congress. Or whether each be merely one of a
sort of secial group and not agents of the members of the Society.

Whether board-members take any active part, but lct "George do it"
and not know much about what "Gepwge" does

So far, apparently good Mr.Foster is the "George" and, apparently,
the habitual characteristdc is to pile up on him everything, as though
he were twins, or quintuplets, --or all of the lwelve Apostles.

It would seem appropriate if the Board were to select some of
themselves? with or without others, te look into the matter of the
"hang over" of over a century age.
To ascertain what it is, and whether or not to de anythimg about it.
and NOT to ‘"Let-Gemkge-de-it."
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Because you #sare from California, and are a live-wire and must
desire to promote the purposes of our Society, 1 am writing to find
your mental re-action.

It is a large ratter, with many aspects and innumerable ramificatienms
therefore it is toe vague and indefinite.

It needs a springboard for an approach., Something definite.

~ I do not know, and have no way to know, what grade-sbkhool children
in Yakima are being taught with regard to our gen:zral regional histery
Yet I have very many such textbooks, and know the general "picture"

If ybu send me any textbook for gencral U.S. history that has a map
for the history of this regienm.

Or any kind of textbook for Washingtom state histery---Bor any
kind of educatifimal imstitutiom; grade-school or advanced.

Yet such usually cost. An old shabby grade-schoel history of the
UsS, that has a map for the histery of this regien, costs little.
Scribbing jn it is immaterial

If there be any items that need consideration I will
indicate them, and return your book.

Of course I have no knowledge whatever which it may be or what it
teaches,

But if like any of the many others I have seen, it probably will
provide a springboard for an approach to the general matter

It may bte an eyeepener.

With best wishes and cerdial regards,
I am,
Very sincerely

5L NQ,J/JmBWg

I de not know whether you have, or have eeen, the large unpublished
manuscript map of Alexander Hoss, that is im the British Museum
It toek nine large sheets to photestat it.
He was the first to explore the Yakima valley
There is much manuscript on it The part for Indian tribes
measures ten inches by fourteen inches.
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J. NEILSON BARRY 3852 S. W. GREENLEAF DRIVE
GREEN HILLS
PORTLAND 1, OREGON

October 2, 1955

Mr.Click Helander,
1212 North 32 Avenue,
Yaiima,
Wash.

Dear Mr .Relander:

Your nice letter last July 6th demonstrated your
enthusiasm for our Washingtdn State Historical society.
Congratulations.

secause you are a member of the Committee of the Bosrd for
MEMBERSHIP

therefore I am writing to you.

As my copy of the By-Laws were of 1911 good Mr.Foster has just
sent me a copy of the present up-to-date edition.

As you probably know I am an Episcopal clergyman of Washington,D.C,
but originally of New York City, where back in 1895 I obtaiped
permission from my Bishop to help out here in the Spokane region.
I alternated between normal parichial work in N.Y.City and

Washingtdn,D.C. with four volunteer "shifts" out here, that aggregated
twenty-five years out here. When I retired I settled in Portlang

and for over sixty years have had unabated enthusiasm for this region.

I am especially interested in the early history in cannection
with geography Maps are my specialty.

In both parishes and missions those who DO things are ingerested
I tried to get everyone to DQ some thing.
It is the same with every kind of organization. Those who Lo

something are interested, and they help to promote the purposeg of
the organization

The present ByzLaws provide for six classes of membership
The only specified privilege,or activity, or opportunity to promote
the purposes of our Society is to make application for membership
accompanied by the annual dues
Since dnly fifty cents of such goes to the Society Lthe only
activity is to send it. The rest is for subscription to the quarterly
1t does not require much strenous endeavor to send the nalf-dollar
and does not benefit our Society except for fifty cents
fou might med¥tate on that, since you are a member of that
Cammittee for getting the half-dollars.
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The three classes, Sustaining, Organization and Corporate are
exempt from the fafty cents, and therefore are not of financial
benefit to our Society.

Yet they have what the Active Members seem not to have, in a
right to vote,

It might be questionable whether such as do not pay half a dollar
should have a vote that might involve expenditures to which they
contribute nothing.

That is a good subjeft for meditation.

- Life Memberships are elective by the Board as an honor, upon paying
$100. An honor that costs a hundred dollars is rather expensive.
Yet others who are not elected seem ineligible however much they
might pay to obtain such hnnor.
This is another matter for thoughful consideration.

There seems to be two classes of Honorary lMembers
srtible Three. ©Section Three, (e) page 2, bottom is a provision
which may te provided by the Board.
Former members of the Board, who have served twoofulliterms
may be made Honorary Members (apparently of the Board) for® thrce years
without the right to vote.

Apparently this means that having served two terms, yet unable to
be active, may be permitted to attend Board meetings for three years
without right to vote.

This seems to be a formality of little or no importance
Merely an old Board Member "sitting in" for three years,
Then to STAY OUT,

Article I. Section 6, page 1. Honorary Members
The Board may elect "Persons of distinction in literature,
history, Science, art, finance and governmental affairs to be
Honorary Members with the only stipulation for functionimg is
prohibition from partiécipating in deliiberations, except by courtesy

Since such celebrities, naturally, would be invited, there
does not seem to be any sense in making them Honorary Members and
prohibiting them from taking any part.

It is not very courtedus to such a celebrity to tell him that
he has to keep his mouth shut.

Any parish or mission would collapse if active members only paid
fifty cents a year, which is less than gne cent a week :
Or could become Life Members by once in a life-time paying $100

Any nobody having anything to DO.

Good lucl to you on the Membership Committee for half-dollars.

Sincerely,

5(; Nelaow. BMML,
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J. NEILSON BARRY 3852 S. W. GREENLEAF DRIVE

GREEN HILLS
PORTLAND 1, OREGON

Uecember 10, 1955

Mr.Click helander,
Lad r‘.ih‘.a,
‘wElSh..

Lear Mr.helander:

As the year approaches its close it is most gratifylng
that you have sCCOMrLASHED something to promote knowledge and interest
of our history.

vongratulations

Therefore I can write frankly to you as a member of the Board of our
Historical Society with regard to unguestionable, verifiable factlual matters
without your feeling that it is any criticism of your good self.

Lhis year has been the 150th anniversary of the secdénd of the three
years --all of 1805, part of 1lcO4 and part of 106, 0©37 days altogether
of the Lewis and Clark expedition.

I'hey entered what is now washington on Uctoker 10, and left (to vregon)
November 26, 1605

Forty-seven days; Forty-seven 150th anniversaries this year, and
more than entirely across the widerst part of the state, because of the
loops of Snake and the Columkia river. Fully four hunded miles.,

If on one of those days they had kbeen where Yakima is, the enterprising
citizens r'ould have made much of that 150th anniversary.
There were forty-seven 150th énniversaries elsewhere in the state.

I understand that Pasco had a celebration.

Qur iistorical Society has a page of data on the last page of the
Pacific Northwest Juarterly which:

(Quotes) " sceves as the official journal ol the Society.”

I'he Octoker issue is the only issue tetween July and January, during a
period of five months and includes the forty-seven anniversaries.

It provided our Society an opportunity for providing information and
promoting interest in that famous and consequential episo.e of national
history.

It has articles on the Hormons of Utan. Forest Cunservation
Logging and central alaska,

I went to eastern washingion from New York city in 1695, over sixty
years ago, when the Society was only four years old
1 went tnere twice subsequently, with aboul twenty years residence
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1he prospectus-states that:
\Wuote) " The Sociaty serves the entire state.
I know, personally, that about forty years ago the Society erected
a marker in eastern Washington.
It might be informative to have a prihted list of what the ooclety has
accomplished in sixty-four years in eastern Washington.
I do not know. Do YOU know

Ihere seems to be no published numb.r of " ACTIVE memkers"
(Quote from By-Lawa.) " Heputaktle persons who take an interest in
the okjects...and seek to promote its usefulness"
I'he only opportunity that seems to bte provided is to pay %3.50 for
the Quarterly, and fifty cents for "activity" for fifty-two weeks
Less than one cent a week.
"ACTOVE members"
HONORARY ME/BERS™
(Quote) " Persons of distinction in literature, nistory, science,art,
finance and governmental affairs in this and other nations may ke elected
honorary members"
the only "privilege" seems limited to prohibition to participate
in deliberations.
that clags has the distinction of being gagged and muzzled.
I was awarded that honor about forty years ago, thereby excluded from
aby other activity than being gagged.
I make no comment.

Of course there is much show-window stuff at Tacoma, It greatlt benefimts
Tacoma
There is a liirary at Tacoma, and when anyone is at Tacoma they can benefit
I do not know what benefit it is to eastern Washington
or to Yakima, Do XOU know.

because I am much interested in history, I make a habit, when
traveling, to ask guestions about the history of such locality.
lhe resuxt is DEPLORABLE. fou might try it.
Local people are well-informed of matters since American
settlement.

IThe extent of total ignorance, or-=--and especially misconceptions
is astounding.

Yet all tax-payers help to céntribute to our Soclety

——————

because a number of informative publications, with tax-payers'
money have pertained to the Lewis and Clark expedition; they are pertinent
Actually the whereabouts of the Kocky Mountains and the Dalles rapids
were unknown to the perséns selected to write--
AND TO THOSE WHO EVALUATED.




There is one especial provision in the By-Laws. Art.III.Sec.3.(h).

"Select suitable persons to gather traditions etec."”
Few, if any,want such thrust upon them
A very, very great many are volumtarily very active.

What is urgently needed is : i
(Quote) "..competent historians to formulate and adjust such materials."

It probably is what is MOST meeded

It migcht also be as much needed, to evaluate such evaluations.
I am able to expand that.

Qur greatest handicap is in the ''standards"” and the "autherities"
that reflekt those guestionable '"standards"
and especially in the "advisers" who crystalize and sterectype the
misconceptions of the "standards" and the "authorities."
Often it is the "blind leading the blind"“

This year is about to close. It is a good time to take stock

There are five elected officers (Mr.Foster is an employee

and very active, and ¢ompttent)
and two dozen members on the Board.

If each were, infividually, to make a report of ACCOMPLISHMENTS
you have a worth-while exhibit.

In efforts to coptact, the characteristic of Board members seems

to be NEVER TO ASK A QUESTION.

I'he year is about to close---with its ACCOMPLISUMENTS by the
The "active" memters have paid their nearly one cent a week
The Honorary" members have not participated in deliterations
I'nat is the only "privilege! they have
I'ne five elected officers and twenty-four Doard members have i.ow
almost completed their accomplishments (You have done your share)

society

Ano.her year is abtout to commence. There have teen sixty-four.
If you should have any comments I should be interested
With best personal good wishes and cordial regards,

1 am,
Very sincerely,

ﬁ,‘Ng‘JAMﬁVUu(‘
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J. NEILSON BARRY 3852 S. W. GREENLEAF DRIVE
GREEN HILLS
PORTLAND 1, OREGON

January 2, 1956

‘'he sembership Committee
State Historical Society,
Lacoita ,
Wash.

Dear Mr.Relander:

hen I came from liew York city to eastern Wwashington
back in 1895 insteag of the "Wild and Wooliy West" I found new-comers
from about everywhere else.
The distance was so great and the hallroa new, only the younger
and more enteeprising had come so far
he population waa MORE cosmopolitan than back in lew York City.

I have watched the progress and 'vgloplb1tg for sixty years irom
an inside viewpoint, with much activity in civic .uutcra, with steadlly
increasing enthusiasm for this wonderful region and its good people.

Both #mn eaztern Oregon and eagtern Oregon tne population was new;
of more recent comers. In each state there was a feeling that westward
of the mountains there was a '"uhang over" from the earlier period when
this far remote part of tThe country was largely un-get-at-able.

Decause our Society had been organized in 1¢91, four years prior to
my rst coming in 1895, it might be of interest whether or not there 1s
aﬂd ”uang over" from the earlier perdiod.

It is not unusual for a publication desiring subscribers to provide an
o}

ipducement to subscribe by obtaining a book, or something along with it

at reduced prkce.

4-

It might increase subscrabers to the Pacific “Lrtbwecf Quarterly to
a2dd an annual membership to our Society for an e ijditional half dollar.

For a Historical Society to limit membership to such as subscribe to a
magazine, of which the Society has no voice nor share is not the usual,
normal conventional custom of historical organizations everywhere
throughout the United States.

If a person desires to tecome a member oi the Society it only costs
fifty cents, provided he pays the usual price of $3.50 for subscription
to the magazine; which is wholly independent of the Socilety.

There was not anything like that in the eastlern parts of
states sixty years ,bo.

I do not know whether there be any
ut te except ”e;tG“P washington
_ 9 effect the Committee“is promoting subscriptions to the magazine
by excludin UuMLGTSHip in the Society to whomever docs not subs scrite to

the magazine.

,hing like that in any part of any
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Lvery magazine in the United Statea is run by those who run it the way
that such as run it wish to run it.
Normally anyone who wishes any magazine may do so.
Some magazines are run by some organization, and only members get it
It is not usual to limit memberships in any organizatuon to only .such as
subscribe to a magazine with which the organizatien as no direct connection,
nor voice nor share.

Personally I have been a subscriber to the Washington-Pac-N-W-Wuarterly
since 1923, for over thirty years.

I published twenty-six articles, some of which Professor Meany,listed
as "Documents," I do not know whether he listed any othe¥ articles as
"Documents."

I have carefully saved and treasured the earlier nuumbers; but not

since it changed to the news-stand type. I have not read any of the articles
in the 1955 issuea; since my interezt is in regional and Washington history.

There are tcok reviews and lists of newspapPer articles with ephemeral
interest and value. The magazine is worth buying, and sometimes has
historical articles worth saving,

It would be beneficial to our Scciety and certainly beneficial to
the magazine---if a spemified part were entirely under the control of our
Society; both for news and information pertaining to our Soclety, and
for opportunity to provide information with regard to history.

If such were EXCLUSIVLLY under the cantrol of our Society~---especially
if different from the usual characteristics of the magazine, it would be
very appropriate and of permament value.

There are some aspects that the Committee might consider.

With best good wishes and cordial regards,
I am

alfll

"' -
Very sincerely

. Nehon (30/073)
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