Yakime , Yashington
Federal Power Corviission Jamary 23, 1953
washington, 25, D,C.

Mr. Leon M. Fuquay, Secr: tary

Dggr Sir gna Y

anissioners:

Hglative to publication of legal notices concerning the
application of Pyblic Utility Vistrict No. 2, CGrsnt County, Ephrata,"
Washington, for preliminary permit for a proposed hydroslectric project
at Ppiost Rapids on the Yolumbia River, please accept this as a protest
against granting any such permite

‘hla protest is mede for, by and in behalf of the Yarapum L dians of
Washington, & non=treaty remnant band of human beingse

'f“his protest is made in written form, hecause the financial inabllibty
of thess people prohibits them fran appearing personally to protest, ancl,
due to their financisl inabliity, it is not possible for them to employ
counsale |

‘hese peopls have at numerous times applied Lo the Depar tment of
Interior, Department of Indamn dffairs, for a grant of land that they
may, as the last of a once-famous and historyec trive kmown to Lewis and
I Clark the explorers in 1805 as the Sokulk and mumbered by them at
3,000 people, may secure the protection of the burisl place of their
ancestors, a part of their religim; & hoame where their anclient culture
may be perpetuated to the final generation, a part of their religiong
and land where they may roam a few head of horses as was their custom
belore the white man came.

The Indian faith they so strictly keep, which recognizes & Creator and
Superiar Yeing, was founded at their historic village at Priest Rapids
and spread from there throughout all of Bastern “ashington, northward
into British Yolumbia, wostward along the Uolumbia River, into Opegon,
into Northern “mlifornia 3 eastward into Idaho amd ME)’:ntam
and southeactward to other peoples Wntil 20,000 to 30,000 Indians embraced
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ite It 12 now rotaimci in ii:é pupre form at Prioest ﬂapws, whem'
the only tule mat houso now used as & living place by Indisns in
"aslf;:i;:;;tcn, is also locatad, _

Yhese peoyle cccupied the territory along the Yolumbia Rivar fram
Vnntaga m the !I;:!th to Pasco on the soth and Jand nasomm éach aide
of the river for unknown centuries (including Viahluke Slope) The white
men, representing the govermmendt in treaty days, ignored and refused o
treat with their leador, Yy owhala, the Prophet of Ppiest Rapids, or
other londerae

Those poouls 444 not sign a troaty with the goverment of the 'mited
States irmamuich aa they never, 1ike other tribes, had bern at vay

with the fovermont and Arvmy recoxds will show that during those
Indian war days, they approached the srmy and pledged thelr loyalty
to0 romaining peacefuls lloresver, aigzﬁné a troaoty would have violated
the ir religious boliefs,

Those people did not recognize the Yakima war chief, Kemiakin, of part
Yakima and part Palouse blood as their leader and chief, whoreas Kemialin
claimed land over vhich he lad no control end people over whom he dld not
h old controle Put the government accepted hio claims as valide

It is further k nown that these people speal a languege that ié diffarent
from that of the peoples included in the VWalla Valla treaty of June 9,
1856, and that the Vanapms were never irvited to pa ticipate in that
treaty nor lnow it was being negotia od- this, because of their
seclusion at Pric t Rapidse

¥or more than 26 years pact those people imave occupied certain ancient
homos at Priest faplds. Uorstruction of & dam thare would leave them
no place to go to carry on their anclent culturo, /nd it is
recognized by tho government thet anclont Indian culture 1a to be
preserved in all ways possible. Uonstruction of a dam, morever, would
leave them no burial grounde

":'he ipland of Ptom is located o posite tho Priest Ra)ide Dam site.
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This island ig tle origin of culture of these peopl® and containg
mlins and artifocto that belong to those people and thay'ldeaim
guarantes that 1f eny dem is constructed through permit of the ederal
Powoy “m:z:‘asim oy any other branch of goverment, that these artifacts,
ineluding stone carvingse weighing as much @s ten tiona, be pemoved to
gsafety ant to places designated by tho Ygnapums,. They wish & guarantee
that no gove rmmont or state agency or musewm may claim thea: rellcs,
whl ch 8o far have been safe from_laoting, boceuse of the dangerous
wRtera surrounding the islande
Bs it slso known thet begidos mmerons grave sites up and down
the piver ,many of which have bsen pillaged by the vhite man because the
g overrmont gave no protection againet vandalism, there 1s a grave of the
last ohlef of the Vianapums and thers is a tribal graveyard containing 200
o r more buriale of the yeople. his graveyard is olose to the level of
water that would be created by orection of a dam at Priest Hapids, Samwe
of the individual graves are lower down and would be covered, This is
directly opposed to the very old religious canviction of the Vanapumse
(The ©¢ld prophets told these people, befare the white men came, that
the day would arrive whan the ianapum blosd would bs mimed and cesse
to e anl when the waters of the r iver would cover the leoland of Piila,
This, they mid, wo/uld bo the end of e wr id,)
The main graveyard is now marked &@dd it is the petition of the
remnentes of t his tribe that the graveyard be reserved againat
againat imindation axd that if ocomstruction crews or other workers
appetr in the amoa, tint a torm of permit to construct @ dam be
protection of the graveyard by erection of a suitable protective fence
to prevent vandaliam by workmen or incidental visitere,
“he vemmants of this tribe now number lese than & dosen persons, another
reason that petition is mado that the government and agencies of
governmant do vhat is huanely poasible 4o preserve these historiec
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people -fram extinetion and externinations

hoe Vanapuws are n&b concernad with any mattor of hydroeloctrie
policy or catrol of powor by any agency or faction of govermment, looal,
state or mtionals

'fheaa peopla, throigh enterprise , have managed to maintain themselves
a8 working peoples , fitting romarkably well into the new civilization
that s cane within the past cenburyg this in marled contrast to many
Indlans still undeéer government controls #nd, since they have done this
to partially rehablilitate themsslves, it would seem just that the
government, long free of the oxpense of helping these 180ple, now grant
that which is in the power of the govermment to grent &t no especial
or particular cost to iltsolfg=land fram vast holdings along the Columbia
Bivers (This cculd be possible under l00~yemr lease, titls to pass with
the fi.al passing of the race,)

The petition that no permit £ or construction of a dam be granted unlesa
the guaranthe ls mede that M protection and haven bve provided these
poople, wng: }m %?g aid of intervoning friends, ere without means of

protectima

*his petitian ia drawn at the woquest of the Yanapum head men,

. Puek Hyah Toot, lmown as Johnny Buck and his men, end upon authorization
of Puck Hysh Toot to & white man ho calls How Tow Look and brother,
{Ciick Relandor), who does a0 wi thout pay or promise of pays

Notos
(Various paragrapis énd remarks inserted in letter to give you &

background of &t hense pooples) CCR#



Yakima, Yashington,
Federal Power Commission,
‘ January 23, 1958
Washington, 25, D,¢,

“ERRTR-

Leon M, Fuguay, secretary.,

Dear sir:

Felative to publication of legl notioéS cancerm ng the
application of Public Utility Yistrict Ny. 2 of érant County,
Ephrats QGaiNMSseMtd for preliminary permit for a proposed
hydroelec tric project at Priest “apids, Washington, pleasc consider
this as a protest against granting any such permit.

This protest is made for,#BM® by and in behalf of the Wanapumf
Indians of “ashing ton, & non-treaty bands O; Aumaw bo INGS .

This protest is made in written form because, due to the financial
ingbi 1ity of these people, it will not be possible for t hem to
appesar to protest this. #rmd , dw tot heir financial inability, it is ST
T possible for them to employ counsul,

Be i1t known that these people have at numerous times applied to the
Depar tment of I;@terior for a grant of lard that they, as the last of a
once famous tribe known to Lewis and Clark, the Explorers as S _kulk
and numbered at 3,000 psople, may securgy the protection of the b urias 1
places of their ancestors, a home where t eiril ancient culture may be

mprpetuaded to the f inal generation ard vgl'evns they may roam a few head
of horses as was their custom before the white man came,

Be it xnown that these people kve occupied GRGCESSntay

territory along the Columbia fiver, from Y

antage onthe NOrth to Pasco
on the South for g enerations; that the white men#epresentating t he
government ignored and re fused to treat with their leader, °mowhals,

the Prophet of Prie st Retpi.ds.



-Be it known that these people WEEEEE did not sign a tre:ty with
the United “tates Government because they had never,like ot er tribes,
been at war with the g overnment. '
“nd be it known too tha the se people did n ot recognize the Yakims
War chief, Kamiakin, of part Yakima and part Palouse blood, as their leader
or chiefs
It is fyrther known that these people speak a language that is
different\@that of the peoples included in the Walla Walla Treaty af
June 9, 1855 and tha they were never invited to participate in that
treaty.
For more tian 25 years past, these peoples have occupied ancient homes
at Priest Rapidsy @@t Construction of a dam there would leave them
no plce to go to carry on their ancient culture. “nd, it is recognized
by the government that ancient Indian culture is to be pre served“/NﬂAL
—bere—mmmnue.,. W0 3 Passihle
Be it also known that the Island of P'Na, €@ opposite the Priest
' Rapids Dam site is the origin of culture for these people and that
it contains relics and_artifacts that belong to thesepeople
and they desire that 1f any dam is ever constructed through
permit of the Federal Power Commission , these artifacts, including
8tone carvings welghing as much as ten tons, m==t be removed to
safety, amd to places Ty designat d by the Wanapum head men,
These artifacts have so far been s afe because of the dangerous
waters surrounding the island.
Be 1t also known that besides numerocus individual grave sites up and
do wn the river arefLREPewdd in the Priest Rapids area, including
the grave of the last chief of the Yanapums, there is a SEEERSd tribal
graveyard containing 200 or more burials of the people, This
graveyard 1is cluse to the level of water that would be created by

ere tion of & dame
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This graveyard is now marked and i1t is the petition of the remnants of
tis t ribe t hat the graveyard be mreserved against inundation, armd that
if cons truction crews or other warkers appear in the area, that
& term of permit to construct a dam be prote ction of the graveyard by
erection of a protective fence, to prevent vandalism by workmen.

1he remnants of this tribe now number less than a dozen people,

IEGeER00 another reason that petition is made that the

- BT
government and agencies of govermment do what 18 humanely possible to
preserve these Sadfd@msdsa] his toric preople from camplete extinction,

f“:r these, and other reasms, e petition is made that no pernit for
construction of a dam be granted, uunless the is given that
protection and haven be provided these peopls, who, excepting for TGESHSo
HA@dfdsy intervening friends s have no other means of protesting
than have the ground squirrels, snakes and small 1life at the Prie t Rapids
dam site that would be drowned out by the erection of a ‘dam.

This petition is drawn atthe request of the Wenapum head man,

Puck Hyah Toot and his men ard upon authorization of the head man to
his brother, @& Now Tow Look, a white man who %Jso without
pay OR or promiseof pay .

Sincerely requested

Clicic Relander
(Now Tow Look)
Route 3, Pox 146

Yakima, “ashington,



ipldm, “ashington
Yedoral powor Yomiiseion, Janvary 23, 1963

‘@shington, 865 De O,

lire Loon M. Puquay, socrebarys

Depr sir and cormissionorsg
Relative to nublication of legal notices cmeorning the application
of iublic Uglilty Vistrict Hoe 2 of Ypant county, Ephrata fop mweliminary
pepni ¢ for a proposed hydroelectric project af i'viest Rapids, Washington,
plesie accopt this as a protest againat grenting any such permitie

This protost is mdo for, by and in behalf of tho Vanapum Indians of
Vashington, a8 non~treaty rormeant band of human be Ingoe

This protest is mace in written fom bocause, due to the fingncial
inability of theeo people, it will not be posaible for them to appeer
personally in protests “nd, due to their financisl inability, it is nob
; “Possible for thon to employ counsul,

Be it mown that those pacplo have at numerous times applied to the
Dopartment of ths Intorior for a grount of land that thoy, as the lact of
8 oncewfamoun tribo lmoun o Iovis amd Ciarly, the explorers in 1805 as
the Solulk an numbered af 8,000 peoplo, may asceourc the protection of
the burial places of their ancestars, a part of thoir religiony a home
where thelr anciont culturo mmy be porpetuated tothe finel goneration,

8 part of their religiong and land whore they nay roam & fow head of
horsos as was their cuntan befare the white men oamd o

Be 1t knowa that these people have ocecupled tarritory along the Co)umbia
River frum Vantage on the north to Paoco on tho south, and lard adjoining
on gach side of the river, for uninown eenturies; that the white men rmw
reprosenting tho gogsrmment ignored and refused to tyreat with thoir
leader, “mewhala, the ipbphat of Proest Rapids, or other loaders,

Be 1t knowm that these neople did not 8ign a treaty with the
Yevernment of the United Statos inasmuch as they never, like other tribes,
had been at war withthe govermmont and that such a trouty , 17 it had
boen offered, wuld hava violated thoir roliglous boliefs,



dnG be it knoun toou, thut these jeople did not vocopnize the
Yakima waz; chiei‘, amiakin, of part ¥Yaldwa and part Palcuse blood as
tholyr leader and chief, vheroas, Kamiakin clairmed la:xl over which ho had
no control ard poople over whom he did not hold controle

lIt ie furthor knovm that these peopls spoak a language that 1s difforant
from thet of the peoples included in tho Walla lalla treaty of June 9,
13856 and that tho Vimnapuas woere nevor invited to participate in that
treatyy nor lmew 1t was being negotimted, this becauso of t helir remoteness
at Priest Hapide,

For more than 256 years past, these peo lefd have ocoupled certaln
anciont homes at rriest Bapids. “Yonstvuction of a dan there would leave
them no placo to go L0 carry on thelr ancient culturos “nd it 18
recognized by the govermment that ancient Irdian culbure is to be
precorved in all ways posnsiblee Construction of a dam would leave thom no
burianl grounde

S0 it nleo inown thet the Island of Ptna, ovyosite the Ppiost Rapids VYem
aite, io the ecrlgin of culture of thesc people and tiat tho ialard
contains relics and artifacts that belong to these people aml they desire
guarantee that 1f any dem is ever cons tructed through permit of the
Pederel l'ower Corrilsnion, these artifacts, including stone cervings
welghing as much as ten tons, be removed tosafety and to places designated
bythe Wamapun hesad mone They wish a puarantee that no goverment or
state agency or musourn ray claim t heso relics, which have so far been s afe
because of tho dangorous wators surrounding the island,

Beg 1t alsc lmown that. besides numorous grave sites up and down the
river, many of which lave b en pillaged hy the white man beco se the
government gave no vrotectlon agninst vandallem, there is the grave of
the last chiof of the Vanapums end there ls a tribal graveyasrd containing

200 or moe hurials of the peo, lee Lhis graveyard is close to the lovel

of water that would e created by eroction of a dam at Priest Rapids,
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1hls g raveyard io now marked and 1t %o the petition of the remnants

of thiis tribe that Lho groveyard be poserved ageinst inundotion, and
that 1f construction crews opr othor workors appesy in tho ddd area s that
a term of nemit to cmsruct & dam, be protection of the graveyard by
ercotion of a sultnbley rotective fence to prevent vandelism by workmen
or incidental vicitorsa.

The rammants of this twribe now numbey loss then o dozen persons, another
resson that potition 48 made that tho govermment amd agencien of
governrent, do what le huminely possible to do, to pro orve these
historic peopls fror completc exbinction and extermimmtion,

B¢ 1t known that the Yarapw® are not concerned with any mattor of

hydroeslectric policy or control of power by any agency or faction of
gove:nment, local, state or nationals

For theseyand other reasons, the petition is mado that no permit for

cons truction of a dam be grantod, unless the yuarantese is made that
motoction and haven be provided these pscple, who excepting for intervening
friends, are without means of protection and prote tinge-no m re so

than have the ground asquirrels, snal®s and small 1life at Price t Raplds

dam sltes-and would be drowmed out by the eroction of a dams

This potition e dr.wm 6% tho requast of the Vanapum hoad man, Puck
Hyah Zo0t, knowm &s Johlnuy Buck, and his mon, and upon authopizatiom of
such mon to Puck Hyah Zoot’s brothor, How Tow ook, & white man, who
doea ao wilthout pay oy promise of pave

S4ncorely requested

/
Puck Iiyah Toot
If1s wark

How fow Look
(Click Holander, Houte 3, box 146, Yalirm, ¥ashington.
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