June! 105962
Mr. “harles I, Minton, execntive director,
Commiusion On Indian Affairs,
PQ).Box 2195,%anta Fe, Hew Mexico.
“ear Mr. Minton:
Thank you for your letter of June 2,1962 and your comments
on the Yakima Yrimer.,
Your last newsletter , reaching here, seems pached with vit«1l information
of Indian matters in which I am strorgly interssted, And [ am looking forward
to digesting it properly.

Ginny Derbr, the University of Yolorsdo psychology and mkkRmxsknieEnk anthro
student [ wrote about, and to whom you are sendin: the “ews lLetter, srrived
for a vis t with relatives and to continue her studies on the Yakima HReservati
She will be here a few more days bofore returning to Uolorado.

1 metioned to #lex Paluskin, cha! rman of the Yakima %ribol Younell
and to Rohert Jim, secretary, the o tstanding work you apear Yo be doing

n th News “etter, and told them frankly L bclieved some cf the “rlihal

te

VYouncilmen should <visit Yanta Pe and check into the orer-ct ons of the
Yommis lon. It apresrs to me something in that line should bnlshhniqm up in
this statg,however there @ ~ears much more opposition now to Indians
becuuge of nressire groupsx and because of timbering and irrigat d land
resources on the various reservations. Yo 1 suspect hext Jaﬂuary's segsion
of the state legislature will be dasvoted in part to tainpg over what is
possible,

The Yalima “rihal Youncil has various committees; Qne is a scholarship
comtittee which operastes with a fund of «25,000 or sometimes more
anual (y.

“cholarships are granted on a yeur to year basis, uswally 1,000 as un
outright grant, and the person successiully pursui»g"edncrtion" is entitled

tc renewal of the grint, up to some “5,000. “hig !z an outripgat grants



L am scrry to say d cennot tell you, until consulting the committee,
Robert Jim, the sscratary or Saluskin, the chalrmasn, the number now in
schools on scholarships,

The torms are very broad, Successful girl candidates may use the grant

: for instance;

to 7o to a beauty operntor s school; vocational schoocls etc. may be attended;
Haeskell, Yakima Collepe, or other collepes or universities derending upon
the anrlication and qualifications. “nd without checking L ce ot tell you

for sure, but the scholarchip nrorfrim has boen in operat ion for some six
Or seven yeard, A

! have noted no language handicsp with the enrolled Yalima entitled to

a scholarshin., *here are “epart ent of Educstion high schools asnd proanar
schools throughout the Valtimz feservution, with mors non-+ndian than “ndian
stndents, under the same school system thrhughout the entire state.

Addit onally, when the Yakimas were comnensated TlS million for loss of
the Yelilo I‘isl'lel"y because of construction of ?be Dalles %~am, those
enrolled at the time of "closinn rolls' received share and sharo al ie,

some "“3,300 each, This was distributed through committee onerutions to

i 1

competents,” and a trust fund amounting to ¥ million was set YR ERo R

minors, that being the tbtal of the minors share. Lducational needs may
be provided from the minors share upon properly processed ap licutions
but not for educ:tioal services they would ordinarly receive in public
grade orhigh schools etc,

‘he “hakers found on the Yakima Reservation are"healers,"hut there
is no relationshin to Ediviners" in the Houthw st, unless by "amanded
‘ntroduction and spread.' The ®naker religion originated some 20 years aro

W

on Mud “ay on the Yoast and sprresd to the Takima reservution after a fou

1
years, It is a "jumble of Protestsnt and Vatholic relirion and handbells

" "
plus "healing power. At one tire the religlon was "espoused as a branch

- -

) 4 . K 9 o
of the Preabyterien Church, this during a reriod of misunderstanding and

v}
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"persecution.” The 14th annual repori, “ur-au of “me:ican *thnology,

- . . ' <
Mocney, contains a section on the Shakers as well as the “mowala cult

1
which my out of print book, Yrumners and Dreamers deals with, Thore is also

@
s

another book, entit led the “havers, but r h:ive not read it yet and the

author skips my mind as L do not hapren to have it in my refiear ch libravy,
?he Yakimas have no knowledge of the peyote "bud' more than general

information they mi ht read about or hear sbout, They do ‘not use it,

Dr, fobert Ruby (physician) at Mo_es ‘ake, ”ash., published a small

book,; the Oglala “ioux in 1955, He was st tioned as a doctorioa the

Pine Ridge “e.ervation in “outh “akota. "6 has be n a friend of mine since

coming to thi:s state severalyears ago to rractice, and is now completing

extensive research on “hief lgsos of the "Columbias," He msintains that

the peyote is not a narcotic and 1 am sure would sanguer anythine specifically

ahout it of wh ch he has knowledze if vou write him at doses Take. (It maf

j~te

g the kind of a verton who

oo

be he has sons co ies of his book lalt and

would send you one,'voluntarily! if he does and thinks there is informatlion

o vaiiiie Sin A5 atyouss
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The *akima group which visited allup a faw yeurs ago was the same,

or part of the same participating in the Indlan “mericn Yays at “heridan,
Y0 Tbey were good representatives of the ‘akimas but their dance cos tumes,
for which they are noted are no better than hundrndé used con the
reservation and [ doubt 1 some of thebest dancers and the "hoop dancers"
accomranied that group, something like afamily group.

Miss “erby joins me in thanking you for the news letter and extending
best wishes for its continues sucecess, “men L1 get clear o” prosent research
and compl te recowery from an acute coronary, T1'll write you Some comments

on thedune gup lemnt if I feelgualified.

“orry for such a long letter but L wented to cover the questions, fully.

Yincerelvw





