Jane 20, 1953
Mrse JoM. Cornelison,

Penuleton, Opegon,

Dear 1rs. Cornelisons

Thank you for your letter and information of Jan. 14,
concerning books and the Snelson angle on Indian picturea. They are

an ever-widening projoct with me, 'ne that is not too rushing at ti: es,
but cne that I am keeping pepgging away on.

I am not sure from your letter if the price you ars setting on
the Life and Letters of Father VeSmet is $39.50 or not..but 1t is indicated
1t 18¢ees uha.ve found in two places in lilew York for sale priced at
$25 an %539:50. Ihis set 18 in perfect condition. “Yalled My, Sergeant the
librarian again, one price on the ‘fe“nxet, $59.50,"

I was not famlllar with the books, other than they ave good research
material for such ner gons as myself, hence did not lmow whether there
word two, threeo ar four books In the set, hence, offered generally {7.50
a vbl., and I see, I came close on the pr. Congon item, offering I think

» tH
around ¥17.50. You said "The Ywo Islands is now worth $10, "

~

-

Sometiies librarians Look upon books as & dealer. Since I acquire more
of that ty pe than librarians, I usually mark time until I get a price
somowhere in the vicinlty of tha t thg would be che ged by a dealer,

I have checked the items in "Book Ppice current,: It 1s a big thick

book published each year for dealers and researchers, telling what books
8ell for at the big eastern auctions, cond ition, etc. On top of that
there ls a weekly magamine, liating book wants. As a steady customer of
a dealer, who deals very little in historical books, he gd ertises on
the want llat for books and these appsar in the magasine going all over
the country and in turn any dealer interested in "quoting" & book sits
down end sends & p@LAO postel or b tter to mydealer. There 1s no

oblign tion,

‘he book auctl ms shows"Pwo Ielard 8, good cordition, up for auction and



[

two sales, one for §10 amd one for ¥12.,50, meaning it would re-sell
for $15 and up, depending upon the dealer amd &he ocustomer.

DeSmet, tlwee sales, ¥11, $22.50 md ¥27.50, the latter two in fine
comlitione

8180, 8.1, Armstrong, Oregon History, 12 mo.lst edition, Chi mgo 1857,
two sales, one ":'10 (two leaves torn, soiled; and one $20; meaning
the books 96MDE werec pur:-t;aéed fa re-sale at $10 or $25, depending upon
shether the d ealer t hoyht he had an imudiste sale or n ot.

I am having my dealer wnt list the three items andin about three weeks
we should have some quotes.

I am satisfied that the "Two lslands" price is okay, but the other seem
rather high, unless "quotes: show othex:wise, such as none of them being
offered or ores being af fered ut high prices because deslers think they
lave a purchaser interested in an unusual k' m o book that few are af ter
and hence will pay a promium,

I am sending alorg money orders Ihavo drawn, totali g $17.50 ami we
can rark time, 1if okay with you, until we .hear from the quotes.

Since Iam asking for quotes on the Opregan Histary, too, I may get
a8 goud one for youi, and will notify you.

I wouldn't asl: you to "lower' the pri ce, but on the other hand, I must
buy my books , not at bargainsabut within reasomable striking distance .

I will add to the money ard then take %hem both, or the mo: ey can go
far the copper plates. Judglrgf rom the book auction r ccords, your

Oregon history, if available, should be in the neighborhood of “‘“15 for
a fair copys

Since my dealer is interested in coples of the YeSmet and "Two Islands™
for his own stock, and also has other books to request, such as "Canos
and Saddle,""Tales of a Western Mountaimeer ," "Figlt ing Indians of & he

West, he is very willing to "want list" the items.I, of c ourse, would pay
him a margin of praofit. I think that will work out fair all the way around,
don't you,

Thanks againe Hppe you are making progress, "(long let® r like this should
help break the foidoAy monotony) Sincerely Ciick Relander





