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"e « « the driving of White People sway from Shelr settlements
was a Matter.which no Indlan could with any satisfaction be
concerned in, and they though; it most proper for the English
thqmaelves to compel their own people to remove from Indisn
Lands;“lsl

The alarm.also brought.a revival of Imparial interest
in Indian_affairg,“fpllowing'on the heels of the economy move-
ment. The result was a firmer definition of the roles the
Imperia; Governmant.and the Provinces were to play in Indian
affairs, with thg Indian Department in a stronger‘position
than during 1767. The major task of the Department during 1768
was the ;ettlement 6: a definite boundary to the west of the
Colonigs, which was achieved at the Tresty of Fort Stanwix that
Autumn. The new policy of the Britimhlﬁovernment entailed the
settlement‘of thils boundary, the w;thdrawal of tréops from the
frontier and their cqncentrat;on on the Atlantic_coast, the
permanent eatablishmqnt of.tha.Indian Depgrtment, but with
control only‘over Treaties, 1gnd_purchase, etc., the control of
trade being given to the‘colonieg,‘ggd_finally the closure of
the west to schemes for new Col_onies‘.152

The Indians were pleased to see the army leave Fort

151Repo:t of the Commlssioners, C.R., IX, 5h1.

1521etter of Lord Shellburte to the Bowrd of Trade, -
Oc¢tober 5, 1767, and Répreseéntation to the King, March 7, 1768,
N. ¥. Col. Hist. Docs., VII, 981 ff., and VIII, 19 ff.
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Pitt,153 but the qo}onies were not pleased to be given control
of trade. "We . . . are cheerfully disposed %o give the utmost
attentlon to mailntaining and preserving the FPeace and Frlende
ship now reestablished with the Indiang{“ the Pennsylvanla
Assembly wrote to Governor Penn in 1769, "and where our Lews
for regulating the Trade witp ?hem appear to be deficlent, to
alter and amend them; but . . . We conceive it ig not in Qur
Power to apply e Remedy adequate to the ()cc:z?is:'ﬂ.<:an.,“151’t _

‘Thus the trade_relationship was left uncontrolled, and
soon reverted to chaos.r_The Department did not fare too much
better in its own responsibllity of solving land matters. This
was largely @ue to the mistaken idea of those who knew the
Indiens best, Johnson and Croghan, that ". . . nothing would
now prevent a war but an Indlan land purchase,"155

In the immediate situation this may have been true, but
at best the'Fort Stanwix purchase qnly allayed the Indians
temporarily. On the negative side, 1%t madeluse of the Iroquois
claim to be the owners of the land involved, and pald them for
land f?om which other tribes,_chiefly the Shawnee, were ex-

pelled, thus arousing more resentment emong the western tribes

' 153Volweiler, Croghan, pp. 226=27, citing a letter from
Croghan to Johnson, December 2l, 1772. .

15hMessage to Governor Penn, May 24, 1769. C.R., IX,
592. ‘

155V01weilerj Croghan, p. 219.
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at the puppet-dominion of the Six Nations, The Department
under-rated their resentment: _"Altho’ I should have been glad
that they [the Delaware eand Shawnee] were present," Superinten-
dent Johnson rgpprted to General_Gage before the treaty con-
ference, "I can see no particular necessity for 1t, as the Six
Nations are the undoubtgd Owners, and as such cpnsidered by all
the rest, who at a former meeting with me promised tq pay due
submission to whatever the 6_Nation$ shof bgree uponf“156 The
result was soon apparent, however, for in 1770 General Gage
reported to Lord Hillsborough
The Cession . . . is the Cause of 2l1ll the Commo-

tiong that have lately happened, among the Indians,

Great part of the Lands ceded, were dlsimed by the Six

Natlions by Right of Antient Conquest, and tho' the

Tribes who resided near them admitited the Right, they

felt no Inconvenience from 1t further than being

forced to acknowledge a Superiority in the Six Nations.

But now that the Six Nations have Sold the Lands as

Lords of the Soll, kept all the Presents and Money

arising from the Sale, to thelr own use and that the

White People are expected in Consequence of it, to

Settle on their hunting Grounds; these dependent

Indiens, are exasperated to a great Degree." 157

Sir william had other troubles, such as the warfare of

the Iroquols and the Cherokee. He tried to make use of this

' 156Letter'frdm Johnson to General Gage, August 2l,
1768, William Johnson Papers, ¥I, 333,

' 157Lettér from General Gage to Lord Hillsborough,
January 6, 1770. Clarence E. Carter, Correspondence of General
Thomas 'Gage wlith the Secretaries of State, I, 205, quoted 1In
Downes, Councll Fires, pp. 1L4L=05.
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to keep the western tribes subdued without involving the
British Government in any committments to gupport its 311133,158
but these attempts had broken down by 1773,‘when the British
evaded Iroquois attempts to entangle them in the west, and the
Iroquois were then forced to admit that they could not make
the Shawnee and Ohio tribes obey wiﬁﬁout goling to war.159

. Whlle the Govermment of Pennsylvania was Taking no
action, and the Indian Department was blundering into a series
of mistakes through the force of politicel pressures behind 1%
and the false assumptions of even the most experisnced Indian
agents, the frontiersmen were doing thelr part to finish qff
the trade. A group known as the Sideling HillAVolunteers, but
supported and copled elsewhere on the frontier, waylayed pack
trains going west in 1765 and 17@6, and even carried on open
hostility with government forces._'They destroyed all goods
designed for Indian gifts or trade, but permitted other things
to pass their blockade. Their activities subgided in 1766, but
never completely ceased before the Revolution.160 As in the
Stump case, neither the Provincial nor the British Government

could enforce thelr will upon the frontier population, and the

158y, ¥. Qol. Hist. Docs., VIII, 223-2).

159Downes, Council FPires, pp. i7-51.

160¢.R.; IX, 26h-93:
P A" SGI’- 1, IV’ 215-’410
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Volunteers were never brought to Jjustice.

And so the Indian trade, one of the most important
parts of the ralationsh;p, slowly died during this decade. The
men who had been most interested Iin trade begag to shift their
activities and Investments to land speculation., Despite the
forbidding of settlement or oolonyiplanting beyond the frontier
line, even those_who que the 11ne% such as George Croghan,
plotted to be giyen land bqund it, or to shere in one of
several colonizing projects which fought paper battles over
boundaries that exiated only on maps during the early 1770?3.161
Croghan's main inverest was in the Vandalia Company, and the
basis of its clalm was land privately purchased from the Indians
by Croghﬁn before he resigned from the Department in 1772.162
These men who désired to get pr;or rights belleved the opening
of new l&hd éoon"was 1ne§itab1e, end brushed aside the ;ines
of 1763 and 1768. They petitioned for land in New York,
basing their claim upon a de;@berate misconatruction of the
settlement line proclamations. They said that they

humbly concelve that the Royal intention in saild
Proclamation was solely to prevent the defrauding the
indians in purcheses made by Private Persons, and not

to Inhibit Purcheases made for the Benefit of Private
Persons if made in his Majesty's Name with the

161Volwe11§r, Croghan, pp. 183, 216, 272, 301.
1621pid., p. 231.
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Intervention of hls Governers or Commanders in chief
.and at the Expense of such Private Persons. . . 163

The purchase of land byl"?r;vate Persons," meaning Croghan, in
the case of the Ohlo land, was considered possiblg because of
8 legal opinion rendered in England that "a title of land
granted by the natives was a full and sufficient ti@le and
rendered unnecessary the securing of a :oyal patent."léh Tnis
meant a radical change in land purchase, 1f applied widely,
for 1t meent private individuals could purchase from private
individuals, and that purchase no longer hed to be the result
of official ggvernment deslings with offlclally recognized
Indien groups. In fact 1t meant the reversion of land purchase
to the situation which had exlisted before 1682. Although the
Revp}ution intervened befora widespread use could be made of
this, the very attempt meant the end of thet part of the offi-
cial relationship which had existed for the transfer of land.
With trade and landlpurchgse gone, there was llttle of
the o0ld relationship left in 177l. It was not until later
 that the United States government felt a moral responsibility
to 'civilize'_theulndians, a responsiblility meaningless to the
separate colonies. Pennsylvania's policy ha¢ been to keep

peace, further trade while 1t was profitable, and to acquire

l63Q,uoted in Volweiler, Croghan, p. 249.
16hvolweiler, Croghan, p. 295.
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land; When these enda_dlgappeared, as did the independgnt
action of the province, and also the Indians themselves, 1t was
natural that the remainder of the relationship should col1ap§e.
However, the end need not have been the bloody affelr it was,
had the Pennsylvenie government had an Indien policy of any
sort. Thls was commented upon by a French observer of the
American scene shortly after the eolonies had achieved their

independence.

It must be admitted that the process of civiliza-
tion will Dbe iong and difficult; as much from the extent
of the country as from the remoteness of most of the
savage people, and from their gsense of independence;
for most of these tribes now enjoy unhampered freedom.
o « o Still another obstacle is the fact that the
English of Canada, as well as the Anglo-Americans, are
unjust and shifty in their dealings with the savages--
a very poor policy. '

I may also note that the Engllish in Canada and the
Anglo-Americans of the present-day United States can
use a method to civilize the savage peoplss different
from the religious efforts made by the French. They
can be fairer, bring them near the inhabited parts by
distributing leand allotments for them to cultivate in
full ownershlp, and give them everything necessary for
this. They can trade with them for the surplus of
thelr harvest and for théir furs. By the establishe
ment of police in every village and settlement, civie
lization 'will gradvally and firmly be éstablished.,

o » o West of the Ohlo'. . . many . . . allotments
and free grants of land have been made. 1t would also
be possiBle to settle some savages there, but on the
contrary, they try to driveé them out by buying the land
the savages own and occupy. This seems unwise. 165

1657, C. B., Travels in New France, pp. 136-37.
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The End of the Relationship: 177L-1785

The last ten years of_orficigl correspondence between
the Province, later the Commonwealth, of Pennsylvania and
sovereign Indian groups within 1ts borders are years of war-
fare and uneasy'truge, like the decade from 1754 to 176l.

The fighting broke out between the Shawnee and Virgi-
nigns in Apri;, 1774, and first ended in November of the same
year. This was knowp as 'Lord Dunmore's War'! after the
governor of.Virginie, who encouraged 1t to advance the frontler
of his colony and In hopes of furthering his own western lend .
schemes at the expense of the Vandalia Gbmpanya The Shawnee
were driven to war largely as a result of the sale of their
hunting ground by the Iroquois at Fort Stanwix, as had been
foreseen. The war was marked by thg usual atrocities, but was
distinguished by i%s limited nature. The Shawnee were the only
tribe that went to wer, gnd they cerefully limited their
aggression %o Virginians. The scens of action was chiefly the
southwes?t corner of Pennsylvania,‘then disputed territory
between Pennsylvania and Virginia5 A temporary settlement had
declﬁred the Monqngahela‘tq be the divid;ng 1ine, anddthe
Shawnee were careful to.gtay wést of thieg in Virginia. This
wes the last time Indieans distinggished the cltizens of Penn-
sylvania from any other colonlsts.

The battle of Point Pleasant in October was a draw, but
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the Shawnee were not supported by any other tribe, and were
complétely cut off from supplies, so in November they sued for
peace. Vol&eiler says that "Lord Dunmore's War resulted in
keeping Kentucky open to settlement and gave peace to the fron-
tler during the first two years of the Revolution."166

It seems more likely, however, that the truce on the
frontier in 1775 and 1776 was due‘to the confusion of the :
Indiens and the considerable effort made by the frontiersmen,
who were now afraid of figh?ing_the Ind;ana bgcked by the
English, to remain at peace. On May 16? 1775, & Committee of
Correspondepce was formed et Pitysburgh, and one of their
first acts was to resolve that "if any person shall be so
depraved as to take ?hq_life of any Indiap that may come to us
in a friendly manner, we will, as one man, use our utmqst
endeavors to bring such offender to condign punishment,"167

The only influence at first which might have countered
this wag that of loyalists on the Ohlio, and they were soon
Jelled. The Indians were further Induced to stay at peace
because early Colonigl_sucpesses had yemporarily stopped the
flow of English trade goods up the St. Lawrencg. This seri-
ously hurt Imperial prestige among the Indlans, and as it
166Volweiler, Crogha§, Pe 30&.

167quoted in Solon P: Buck, ‘The Planbing of Giviliza-
tion in Western Pennsylvania, p. 81l. Herealter Buck, Western
Pa.
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declined, so did the influence of the Iroquols Confederation.
This was perhaps the decilsive factor.in keeping the Ohio
Indians neutral, if not pro=Am9r1cana Witn the apparent end

of English power, ;he‘Delgwarq, Shawnee, and others hoped they
could shake off the galling overlordship of the S1x Nations. |
At a conference pe;d by the Americgns ali Fort Pitt on October 7,
1775, wWhite Eyes, a Delaware chief, told the Seneca who were
ﬁhere thaf the‘pelgwarea hed removed t@e pettigoat put on them
by the Iroquois, and that they held théir lands in the present
state of Ohio bj permission of the Wyandot, not the Iroquois.l68
The Americans could not take full advantage of this parallel
Delawere independence movement becaus: they hoped to win over
the wavering Irqquoiq, and did not weib te offend them,

- Thils Pittsburgh corference wus attended both by Come
missioners from Virginia and Pennsylvania and by Commissioners
sent by the Continental Congress. Thus Pennsylvania willingly
began the surrender of the remainder of its authority in the
sphere of Indian affairs to the centrel government, as it had
first ceded rights to the Imperial Govcrnment twenty years
earlier, _

By the Autumn of 1776 the situaiion had changed.
British trade goods were getiting through ageln and the Imperial
Government had recovered sufficlently Lo estaivlish a policy of

lésBuck; Western Pa., p. 183,
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winning over the Indians. The Americens had retreated from
Canacda the previous winter, gnd now & renegade bend of Mingo
and some resentful Shawmees started ralding the frontier. In
the early soring of 1777_tbe English at Fort Detrolt, the
center of taeir operations, began actively encouraging raids
on the frontigrs, hoping to involve those tribes that were
8t1ll neutral. The frontlersmen saved them the trouble by
murdering tae Shawnee chief Cornstalk and his family, which
generally turped the Indians to active war sgainst their
natural enemy.

The years ;778 and 1779 were merked by American suc -
cesses in the west, of whiph George Rogers Clark's campalgn
to the Illinois cqun?ry wvas the most spectacular. It was also
the most short-lived. During this time Congressional Commisge
sloners were increasingly active, so that in the early autumn
of 1779 it was Amgrican_prestige_thgt was at its highest,
rather than that of Pennsylvanla, and it was to Congressional
representatives thgt the harde-pressed Ohio tribes and Senecs
made peace feelers.

The end of 1779 reversed the_picture? fqp American
power in the west collepsed due to overextension. The British
reoccupied the Ill;nois country,‘and pushad the colonista to
dgsperate measures, but both qudhead's and Clark's expeditions
in 1781 failed, and a force under Colonel Crewford's command

was defeated and scattered by the Indians the following year.
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This 1ow_ebb of American fortunes on the frontier,
combined with the generall herdshlps worked by the demands of
the war on the east coasq, and thg fallure of American came
paigns ageinst the Indlan country, led the frontier militla bto
indisoriminate killing. In September of 1781 an Indian railding
party had taken the Christian Indiens from the Moravian settle-
ment of Gnadenhuttan, near ;he Pennaylvania-Ohiq border, back
to Indian country with them, but in March, 17682, a number of
the Christian Delawares wandered back to their o}ld village near
the white settlements to gather the com they_had planted there.
On March_B, 1782, Golonel David Williamson descended upon the
settlement with over a hundred militla. They found evideﬁce
surficient to convince them that these Indlans had harbored
hostiles, or at least were aware of their activities, and so
tpey slaughtgred the entire band of ninety Indians, men, women,
end children.

The Indians were now more convinced than ever of the
white man's treachery,

e ¢« o Foolish Moravian Indians! I say foolish because
they believed the whites in preference to us. We had
often told them that they would be one day so treatéd
by those people who celled themselves their friends!
We told them that there was no falth to be placed in
what the white men said; that their fair promises were
enly intended to allure us, that they might the more

eaglly kill us, as they havé done many Indians before
they killed these Moravians. 169

‘legspeedn of Wingenund to Colonel Crawford before the
latter's torturé in 1782, as related in Heckewelder, Indisn
Nations, p. 286.
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Unfortunately, England tired of [he struggle in the east, now
thet France‘had>gome.to the ald of the colonics, and in the
fall of 1782 they discouraged‘thg_lndians from ralding. There
were a few last raida_in the sprinty of 1783, Although they
had beaten the frontiersmen thorougily and reduced the Ohio
forts to ha;plessnegs,‘gnd were stlll outraged over
Gnadenhﬁttenf the_lndiana_could not ‘arry on the war alonq.170
There 18 no better indication thet the official rela-
tionship wes ended then the fact taat the Indians were ignored
In the peace treaty, end all thelr elforts vore thrown away.
A writer on Western Pennsylvanila has summed up the sltuation
well. |
By the provisional treaty with ‘reat Britein of
November 30, 1782, which wus nade definitive September
3, 1883, the claim of the Unitod Staten to the torri-
tory between the Ohio and the Great; nakes was estabe
lished. The Indians were astonished to learn that the
country which they had successfully held against the
Americens had beon handed over to the encomy without any
stipulation for their protection. . . . 171
It remaing but to relate the official end of en offi-
cial relationship. In February, 178, the Council of the

Commonwealth‘of Pannsylvania.appqinﬁed Commlissioners ". . . to

hold a treaty with the Indians claining the unpurchased

170

Downes, Council Fires, pp. 262-66.
171Buck, Wwestern Pa., p. 199.
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territory within the acknowledged Llimits of this State. . . ,"172
But th@ State was not really claimlng any right of independent
action, for the President of‘the.Asssmbly-wopdgrgd if they
should do this, even to extingulsh claims, ". . . if any cir-
cumstance should prevent Congress Irom holding a convention
with the Indlans residing in the northern'and middle depart-
ments, as such a separate treaty mgst_be attended with a very
greet expence ©o this Commqnw?alth, and the measure involves
considerations of much moment, " 173 The papers and Indlan deeds
necessary to consummate the pqrchase‘were gatheréd, 53,375 were
appropriated to pay for goods, and on October 23, 1784 the
Commissioners made the purchase which was offlclally announced
in December, although even in this ntep, cere was taken not to

interfere "

 « . with Foederal measures. . . ." and to ".
support the National faith and honox."lTh final arrengements
were made tq satigfy the Ohlo Iadians in Jenvary, and on
February 24, 1785, the President and the Supreme Executive

Council sent the followling message to the General Assembly:

Gentlemen:~We have the pleasure of informing you

2T2yinutes of TFebruary 23, 178l, C.R., X1V, 40. This
last lend did not include the Erie Triangle (Ft. Presque Isle)
which 1s now part of the state, but was not considered so then.
173minutes of March 1, 1784, C.R., XIV, Lb.

174g.R., X1V, 5L, 186-87, 26162, 271, 273.
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that . « . the Commissioners on the part of this
Commonwealth have purchased from the sald Indlans, all
the territory within the acknowledged limits of the
State that had not been before bought from thom,

These conveyancés compleating the sale of all the
lands in this state, thus happily finishing the trans-
actions of a century on that subject, having been
obtalned at public treatlies, agreeably to enciént cus-
tom, with the approbation of the United States, the
Indians acknowledging themselves "kindly" and "gener-
ously" dealt with, declaring the®t "Pennsylvania has
never deceived or wronged them, and thenked her, not
only from thelr 1lips, but from thelr hearts." We are
persuaded that such a fair equitable, and honorable
confirmetion of the public Interest . . . must be
exceedingly agreeable to the good people of Pennayle
vania. 175

The relatlonship was ended, and the government of the
state could convince itselfl that it had enced happlly. But men
more expert ir Indian affairs than the elected officlals of
e state that uo longer cared have shown similar lack of under-
standing. As thorough and favorable a writer as Heckewelder
could nqt erplain the course of Indian behavior over an entire
century.

Instead of following the obvious course which

reason ind nature polnted out; instead of uniting as

~one natlon in defence of their natural rights, they -
gave ear to the artful insinuations of their enemies,
who too well understood the art of sowing umnatural -

divisions among theém. It was not until Canada, after
repeated struggles, wes finally conguered from the

French hy the united arms of Great Britain and her
colonies, that they began to be sensible of their

5¢.R:5 XIV; 366-67;
20&.03 SBI‘o u, III, 1020_220
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MAP V
LAND PURCHASES IN PENNSYLVANIA THROUGH 1784. THE LINES OF
1763 AND 1768, AND THE PLACES IMPORTANT IN THE 176018
AND THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR ON THE FRONTIER

Sources:

Buck, Solon P., The Planting of Civilization in Western Penn-

sylvanie; p.” 165,

Downes, Councll Fires, pp. 368=069.

Morgan, Iroguols, Prontlapiece, taken from "Wilderness
Chronicles," 1765.

Volweller, Croghan, Frontlsplece, and p. 255.

Wallace, Weiser, p. 78, "The Onondaga Trail," based on Claude
J. Bouthler's Map of New York Province, 1776.

Notlice that the settlement of 1763 corrects the hasty
end erbitrary line of 1763 by protecting landé further east
than the Allegheny divide in Iroguols country, to the
north, but yields lands furtygr west in Bhewnee territory

to the south.





