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Nez Perces (pierced noses) # term applied by the French to a number
of tribes which practiced or were suo08ed to practice the custom
of plercing ths nose for the insertion of a piece of dentalium, This
term la now used exclusively to designate the main tribs of the
Shahaptian femily,who have riot, however, so far as is known, ever
baenﬁi%gen to the practice.

The Nez Perces » Or Sahaptin of later writers, the Chopunnish(corrupted
from Tsutpell) of Lewis and Clark, their discoverers were found in
1805 occupying a large area in vhat is now W. Idaho N.E. Oregon and
S,E, VWashington, on lower ®nake r. and its tributaries. They roamed
between the Blue mts. in Oregon and the Bitter Root mts.in Idaho,
and according to lewils and Clark sometimes crossed the range to
the headwaters of the Missouri, by certain writers they hawve been
classed under two geographic divisions, Upper Hez Perces and Lower
Nez Porces. The lattor wers found by Bonneville in 1834 to the N. and
W. of the Pluelits. on several of the branches of the Sndke r.
where they were neighbors of the Cayuse ans Wallawalla, The Upper
Nez Perces held the Salmon r. country in Idaho :in 1834 and
probably also at tho same time the Gprande Honde valley in-E, Oregon,
but by treaty of 1855 they ceded a large part'of'this territory
to the United States,

The meservation in which they were confined at that time included
the Wallowal valley in Oregon, as well as a large district in Idaho.
With the discovery of gold and the consequent influx of miners and
settlera the Opegon districts were in demand,ard & new treaty
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wa made by which the tribe was confined -to. the mej-sxe'rvatilghl at -
Lapwal, Idahoe The occupants of Wallowa valley rei"used.’to-’r.-"‘c;'c;og'nize
thetreaty,and finally, under their chief Joséph (q.vs) took active
measures of res stance,and the Mez Perce war of 1877 resulted.
Several severe defeats were inflicteéd a the United States troops
who were sent agains‘t the Indians, and finally, when forced to give
way, Joseph conducted a masterful retreat across the bjttGI‘ Root mts.
and into M;ntana in an attempt to reach Canadian territory, but he
And his band were surrounded and captured when within a few miles

of the boundary. Joseph and his folldwers to the number of 450

were removed to Ipdian Loy where their loss from disease was 80
great that in 1885 they were sent to thelelville res. in N. Yashington
where a remnant satill resides.

Under the collective name Chopunnish, Lewils and Clark estimated
the population to be 7,850. Yeducting from this total 1,600
Pelloatpallah (Paloos) band now treated as distinct from the Nez
Yerces and 250 for the Yeletpo (Wailetpu 1.e. Cayuse), now supposed
to belong to a dilstinct stock,; the total of theNez Perces in 1805
according to those authors was about 6,000, Wilkes estimated the
Chopunnish at about 3,000 in 1849, and Gibbs gave them & population
of mare than 1,700 in 1853. In 1885 they were estimated officially
at 1,437, There are now (1906) somewhat more than 1,600, 1,524 being
on the reservation in Idaho and 83 on the Colville res. in "ashington,.

In general habits of life thellez Perces as well as the other
Shahaptian tribes econform to the inland type of Indians and differ
sharply in most respects from their western neighbors, the Chinook,

At the time of Lewis and Clérk;s visit they are reported as
living in commmnal houses, sald to contain about 50 families eache
There 1s ovidence, however, that the Nez Perces used the typlcal

undergroand lodpe, and that these seldom contained more than 3
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or four families, % much-larger -dancing house was built in each
permanent winter camp. Salmon constituted their nost important
food in early times, and with ropots and berriles made up their entire
food supply until the introduction of horses (p 67 facilitiated
hunting expeditions to the neighboaring mountains. The tribe seems to
have been dlvided into a number of bands of villages, named accordhng
to the place where the permanent winter camp wgs mades Owing to the
precarious nature of the food supply the greater portion of the
inhabitants of any one of these villages would of ten be absent
for « large part of the year, consequently it is impossible to determine
with accuracy the locatlon and jopulation of these divisions in
early timese There was no head chlef of the tribe, but each band had
several chilefs, of whom one wa: regarded as the leade , and these
chiefs were succeeded by their sons as a rule, Expeditions for hunting
or war were led by chiefs chosen for the occasion . There aro no |
glgns of a clam system in the soclial organization of the Nez Parces,
and marriqge is apparently permitted between any couple except in
the case of recognized relétionship.r

The religious beliofs of the Nez Perces previous to the introduction
of Christianity,were those characteristic of the.Indians of the
Interior, the malin feature belrg the belief in an iddefinite number
of splrits, fhe Individual might procure a persomal protecting
spirit in the usual way by rlgorous training and fasting. |

The llez Perces have always borne & high reputatio: for independence
and bnavery, anmd have been particularly noted for thef®r almost
constant friendship to the whites. Pmactically the only rupture
in these relations was the Nez Perce war of 1877,mentiored above,.

The bands and divisiona of the Nez Perces are known anly
approximately, The following are the best defined:

Alpowna on & smal! branch of the Clearwater below Lewiston, Idahos
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Lamtama, so called framw & brmech of Salwon r, Idaho; Lapwail, near
the junction of Lapwail.cr, and the Clearwater; VWillewah,formerly
ococupying Wa1llowa valley, Oreg, and now for the greater part on
the Colville res. "ash.(Joseph's band). In #ddition x® & number
of bands have been recorded by the names of their chiefs or their

supposed places of residences.

(follows names used by various authorities, citatlons)



