March 15,1959

p@aza D. Wilck Literary #gency,
14647 Dickens Street,
Sherman Oeks, Galif.

Dear lirs., Elliotts
I haw been exgectlng to hear from youy daily as to

what 18 next to be done to the College Life materlal, Yorority Row that
was sent Feb, 18,

It seems that if it is unsatisfactory, there.is nothingto be gained
by keeping it and leetling 1s gather dust, Andwhether it 18 possible to
redo it into the kind of a namby-pamby "Little Colonel" story to suit
some publisher's taste, I do not know, I know only what myown extensive
research and that of my collaboratgr into college l1ife has shown, and
thet oxtands to the University of Yalifornia at 1,08 Angoles, which my own
brother attended and which later friends attended. It &lso includes U.8:C.
and various sorority girls there who 1 have teen @associated with in my
profession, It does not say that everyone in the universiiies coe out
that way, but t he evidence is there,

I expeoct to be canferring with my collaborator by this weekend and
should have useful informstion by that time to guide both of us. 0f course
we will be mgreeable to a partial re-do of themenuscript, but I'm afraid

1t will hav to be put aside for the time being if a complete change of
~ pace 1s desired, Neilther of us are qualified or competent to write to
ngpecifications," We write as we see things and we are tralnedto see and
observe thins . Our careear 1s not writing by direction of ublishers to
£111 certain needs, If it 7alls short, it 18 just because we are not
capable of producingwhst 1is wanted,

As for The Lonely Road, i& is coming along on schedule &nd should
be in the mall by the middle of this week,

Yerhaps you do not realige it, but since the first of Jeueary there
has bern complete re-dos on both manuscripts. Not only was the oripginal
ménuscript broken down, but much of it was eliminated and much other
meterial was added and it was ¢ mpletely revigsed and rewritten inte two
manusoripts. We ther are "fresh" manuscripts. 1 hat would have been
tmpossible for anyone in thet perlod of time, 130,000 words in two and
one half monthsor less,

We will .do tl® best we can according to your advise and desires, and
upon hesring from you and upon conferring with the collaborator later
this week, 1 shall be able to tell youshat can be done. There 's no
use tackling the imposaible, e are not perfectionists, nor do we intend
to waste month after-month getting no where,



I am st!ll wonderipg if we dtan't set oub slights too high in embarking
upon these projects? “ut I cen tell more about thet when I receive
yourpromised com entary on the manusoript,

The completedmanuscript, as noted, will e provided {ou for The 1.onely
noad in the same length of time it has talen you to eva uate Sporority
Row. Thaet is why I mention that if 1t does not have possibilitlies, theére
18 no use in retaining it,

The rsturn postage is guaranteed for its ahipment., élso, I think
we should hee: direcctly for one kind of a market or enother, 1elevision
1s not our field, 15 is profitable for writers,sure, but we are not
television writers ,"hether t hat comes in time or not derends upon many
things,

Apain, sincerely believe 1 appreocinte your help Iln this matter end
that the tiue you have spent will not go without pewarg. Please glve

m an estimate of the time vou havespent on this dead manuscript so
T ocan makeprovisions forcompensatling you.

“incerely

.C11ck Relander





