May 27,1956

B”.OOB. GW'.‘LB’
Benton O1ity, “ash.

Dear lir, uwin:

Thank you for your letter concerning Smowhala.
Ag I recall, you are now retired, having served formerly as postmaster
at “enton Qity,

You seem to have a wide background of historicel experience, thda
should be preserved in note form &t leastewyour experiences on the
raiiroad projsct, your recollectl ns about early deys along the river,
the postel service and the varlious post offices etc,

{ am hopeful that people 1like Jou can encourage younger people to
work with vou in establishing a “enton County #Historicezl Society. *hat
18 one aim of the State Historic 1 “Yoclety of which I am a curator,

If such a move can be storted, I would be glad to come down and keynote
the meoting w'th an explanatory addrezs, I did that in RitzviXle

a couple of months azc and the Adams county Higtoricel Society has now
been formed, Most socleties make the mistgke in organizing of forming
or trying to form a museum which requires finances, It & bet er to stort
with committees preserving recollections of old-timers likeyo:rself;
pictures, journals, dairles, and notes that have been written but never
published, 0f the thousands written, but few can find their way into
print beocsugse of the expense ivolved, “hy don't you mﬁkothat such

a projects You will find Mr, Voorhres of the Columbie “asin NWews and
oge of his roporters, “ed 'an Arsdol willing to cooperate with you end
" others, ‘ :

I know you ere vell acquainid with my brothers, the Priest Raplds
band of “anapum indians8, because of the ir { ishing expursions at “anawish
or the lforn, I have wzried with these people many yoars, end we have
now succeedecd ia getting a hume for them at friest Hgpids where the
dem 18 to be bullt, their graveyard prezerved etce Johnny Tomm awash,
¥ om you must know, waes in a bed mccident at Hespelem seversl months
ar0o and had to have nis halr cute J 'ny Buck , or Pyck Hyeah Toot is
my very close fricnd, ﬂurin@ the yeas we have worked out material
for a book, prummners and Dresmers thaet will be publ'shed Oct, B
I am sendinT you some materiel on thaet and if you wish, will be glad to
have one set aside so when we visit bhennewick or Yesco sbout Yot, 18,
the “hields “ook Store there will have & ®py set eside for youe
Johany end some of the others have promised to go with me on ths book
toure. I would send 7ou an invitation ststing the time and date we will
be there and you can come and see thems

Little Smowhala was Yoyounil, although moat of the names like that were
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not comronly told to phe white men. ‘hese people have given me an

0ld family name, How Tow Look. The bock contal s an account of Little

Ynowhala.s death, He was, as you said, frogen to death wh'le hunting
elk and deer in the “olockum and was brought back and buried in the
gpavegard on the hill upstream from the site of the lower Priest Hapids
am., -hat 1s the -raveyard we have had preserved after a long fight

with the government,

Johnny Tomanawash and Johnny Buck were donpg on that hunting tripe.
I checked them seversl times, separately and individually, and their
aecount varied considerablg from that taken in notes by the late
L.Vv. Mc'hortor and now at "ashin:ton State College. It #as evidently
tgken hurriedly, You can't get a fsst, accurste interpre‘ation, even if
you know some of the languagé.

I also have take recordinis of the pronouncation of ®mowhala,
I+ has & slight inclinationto sound like & q"Shmogulle} but you got
too harsh a pronouncation in thet manner,

You are right, asccording to my resesrch end notes, and newspaper
aocounts from thest periocd, &s to ths person who claimed to originate
the slozan : 'Keep Your ¥ye on Yasco." You've & good memory.

. Are there many more sSourdoughs of your vintage around vour area?
Syppose you are tied into the Sourgourh fssocistion, which holds
meetings about once ayear around here, If ndf, 1'1l glve them your
address when I come across some of the old timers,

You no doubt know many thinc 8 that & e not Included in
Drummers and presmers but you can't put everythins ! to a book, even
BT olose to 200 pages. I've more notes left than things put into
the book, and those accumulated during over five years of research,
interviews etc,

Hope you will be seeing us when we go on the book tour. “nd ot me
know 1% some sort of a Historicel Scociety can zet geing in vour
ar: g, Lhe State Soclety will give its blessings to such an undertaking,

Sincer 1y Yours

C11ck Relander





