1212 H, 33nd Ave,
AXXXXEXRXXXT000:XX

Sept, 9,1954

Re: United Stetes of America, Federel Power commiugion in the lgtter
of Yashington State Power Commission Ppoject Yo, 2162,

Federel Power Comnalssion,
W‘.Bhlngtc«n, D.C. »

Mpr, Loon M, Fuquay, seccretery:

Dear mr, Fuquay:

The attached comrunication is written ﬁzt:he request
and upon suthorisétion of the Wanapum Band of Yriest Rapids I.diens,

These remnent reople are poor, having no mesns of acquiring
legel or other eounsel, lhog therefore humbly ask that their views
rellttvento the Yashington “tate Fower Commission application,
Project "o, 2162, be inclded in correspondence rclative to t he
applios tions And they respectfully request t hat such views be
made a part of any bubsequent epplications looking toward development

of a Dam , at “riest Ranids site, ¥as'ington,

Si{ncerely

Click Relarder
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-.-In the matter of Washington State Power Comnaission Project “o, 21682,
notice of epplication for preliminary sernilt to construct a dam at the
Joecatlon commonly known as FPpiest Rapids on the Columbis River, state
of Washington,

The wanepum band of non-treaty Indians wish it lmown, through
their head man, Pueck Hyah Toot, that they interpose no proteat nor
petition of intervention with the Federal Power Commission relative to
the above matter,

84nce thney are a poor people, they however reguest that due cognisance
be taken of their dire situd lon in event of the issuance of any temporary
permit, permit or license for conmtruction of s dam or dams at or in
proximity to prilest Rapids, their home since time immemorisl,

In order thet there be no misconception concerning these peo-le,
bccause of the numerous mifm sSults brought by Indisns throughout the
nation, they wish it known thet they are a non-treaty people, unrecogniszed
by the jovernment of the Tnit-4 States, Thaesr refused to sign a tresty
with the government because they did not make war againat the governmant
in 1855 or in subsequent yeas, resulting in = great expense to the
government .

The Yanapum leader wishes to point out agsian thatk his people have
never been dependant upon governmnent nor been a burden to t he government
88 have Tresty indirns, end heve elv ays meintained their residenc: at
Priest Hapids,

this was the essence of testimony in behalf of the Coverament of
the United States In resisting the claimof the Takima Nation at the
hearing of Indian “laims Pase lo, 160 a year ago, end 18 so entered
in the record. |

Their moral right to protection end justioce in comuon with free men
has been esntablished by precedent.

z"'Ine;r;r wish 1t peinted cut that during the long period of development
slong the Yolumbie River their once wide area of cocupancy where they

obteined thélr subsis tence was gradually gurrendered without cont st
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until the only home left to them 1s at Friest Rapids.
- Bnould that nome become a dam site, they will be left no place to
t rn to for e haven, living in such seclusion has made it possible
for them to exist, Thﬁy could not afford to érent" els ewhere, nor would
t eir religion , existing long before the white man came to the Nerthwest,
permit them tc move from thelr home,

*ne location of their graveyard and scattering burlals have been
merked and the grsveyard hes been proclaimed a legal md proper burisal
ground,

One of the large islands In the river at that site contains their genesis
rocks, sascred to them rnd & part of t heir religion,

?key esk thet in e vent & permlit of any tupe is granted to any agency,
commniss ion or proup, or 8 license for construction is issued, that the
wolfare of these people be considered in the terms, These are small,

They wish en in lieu home site ne-r by, normal protection for their
graveyard and the scattering burialslagainst vandalism, a guituble
srea wvhere they may regume the grazing of their horses such as was customary
with their peonle before the ad ent pf the white man, removel cof their
home sbove the reach of the water line, snd removal of the sacred rocks
to the safety of & designated place, ncar by,

‘rey sssure that they, unlike other Indisn groups, do not wish to
block progrese or develcopment along the river, :hsy wish it known that
they do not condone the setion of orgenized groups who have interpose 4
costly and delaying obstacles in the way'of progress of other dams,
resulting in costlylitigstion, detrimental to the economy of both the
government and the “ndlans, And they challenge the government to
cite eny Indian group that takes or has taken & similar stand,

They wish i1t knownXx that they realize they are unrecopized,
wherees groups that opposed and were hostile to the povernment are

recognized andé treated with, put point out that they have moral rights
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as deep 88 the very foundation of the Government of the Unit:d States.
They wish to trust to the fairness ané justice tha smell protective
nensures be inclided in any form of sutherization relating to construction
of a dam st ‘rie:t Hapids, ¥his they know would be the wish of the majorit;
of the freedom 14 enterprising people of the Unit-d “tates of America,
They are ready to provide evidence e8 to occupancy end use of the

8ite under consideration, butk as they are only eight to twelve in
humber, and protection of thelr welfare would be of such meager
sonsequence, combined with the fsoet that they are without funds to
employ lezsl counsel, they wish to present their situs ion 8imply and
in this manner,

Moreover they are appreclative of receiving official notice of
verious steps taken leading toward development of the Priest Rapids
Dam site, including notices of heerings mx d copies ofhearings, so

they may keep 1 touch with proceedings.
Respectfully submitted

?& Ciick Relander [Now Tow Look] for and at the request of the

¥Wanapum Band of Indians,





