Gegollections of Billy Curlew,
By Cull A, Waite,

Altno I had heard of Billy Curlew since 1909 a2s cne of the most
able, weliable horsemen among the Indlsns, I first met him on ny retura
fpom Far 1, July 1919, At the blg Indisn Celebration at Inehelium, his nomé
out shadowed .1 others, by vesson of the odd wager he was rééking on a2 hobs
roet. SEOO 2214 his Buekekin Horse would run fhe £o mile rough road from
Esttle Falls %o Inehelium, fnater than £ big Vanadisn Indians could psddle
their 1ight esnce down the fomming Columbla, thru whirloools & dangerous
arift, Few people bhagked the horge, so Billy was sble to obtain oddas, bat-
er hs pefused §£,000 for the horse,

Tn May of 1980 zy wife & I rode to Fespelem for her to see o real
roundus of wild horges. 5illy was Captain at his home ranch, Several %mﬁﬁrmé
horses were held on o sandy silose by riders, No fence. ¥o sorral’. Rogers
asaught hopses to be castrated or branded, while dozens of onlookers nested
pranding irvona & helped pull @Glt$-im. While Billy wes showinghis buckskin
to my wifem the riders lost control of the malin wuneh, which seattered for
the nilis, Undaunted,Billy spurred his horse up the tough sand hill, pagssed
the other widers & plone truned the bend back. Agein the Pucksiln with sorre

mane & tail provEd that”

may hove won chariob rae@wuim Rome & Crusades to the Holy lend.

Thyru the y@&ﬁs, B31lly vented range to me & traded horseg. I recoe
mended him bo the Smithsonisn Resesreh growp 28 & guid to enrly habltats o
. tpail routes of Ohief Momag, For years he gove splendid service as 10
loeation & daily 1ife & poutine of Indiang from 1870 on, Umnhaned soon
after Bipvth in 1868, he was ralaed in household of ¥oges. ‘he unusual
training made him s future lsader.Shortly siter esrthguake of 187E, he
nelped drivehorses & caitle from Vantsge winter range 0 loses Goulee &
latar S0 sunmer rangeneap prasent Yaterville, after ihe -aating, r@@t@%%gm
ering, raclng, horse & gools trading & romancing of the annual gathering
soath of Ephreta, Un Badger ¥in, birds & perries were 8 welceome changs from
Spimon & Venicom. Billy learned o anare Hage Hooglers & preirie chioxens
cn their'mtrutting grouvnids”,

Japture in 1877
4t the time of Moges®Caab@de¥ to be held as hostage tI11l he oro-

duced the murderers of Hp & Mps Percins, Billy wns senid om an imporiant nis
sion for » 15 vyr old. Sentiment was sirong for honglng Hoges asg an example,

Unly the pooular agent Wilbur saved hls 1ife,
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Hoses' great helper & favoriie nephew was towering,
handsome Chee-ha-leet-za who in 18%9 accompanied Moses to ¥ash, D.0. when
they thought 1t wss surrounded by sddkt water . Four years later they were
suroprised to reach it by railrosd O LAND, ¥hen it was found that Hogeg'
Life was fairly safe, Chee-ha-lsetsa ook Billy & vrought the cattle from
the Watervilie country down %o Vantage for wintering, When so many Indisng
¢ hormses wintered near one 8pot, for mutual protection, it was essentisl
thet enuf firewocod for a long winter be assured, along with good grazing,
Wherever the Coulmbiz deposifed its heaviest surplus of arifi wood, there
woulé be the main camp. Senitation also demanded freguent changes of camp
t0 ovoid epidemics,

Un thene Historieal research trips, Billy gave us many
intimate glimpses of his childhood around Ephrata & the vresent lroud Hateh
ery. ¥ith Senstor Hat Washingbon, Dr, Robt Ruby & the professional archesom
logists he identified many historlie sites, pit-houses, caves, battle
grdounds ete, From Ventage to Cashumere & from Crsb Creek to Badger itn., Has
with many other loses Indisns was partichbarly gratified whem our ZLOUD
Gedicated a marble monument at the mouth of Hoges Coulee, merking the
grave of Hoses' elder sister 5in-Sinkq, mother of Chee-ha-leet-sa , who
wass remariable woman leader wp-io. her.death in 1842, She asked to be bure

ied overlookink the Columbio Valley " so she could wateh after her people”,
If Billy was not sure, he would lead us to veterans like

Long Jim, 102 yr old Peter ¥apato and otherg, In 1@58 when his heslth be-
gan to fail, he had plang mede to donate a large siteer for a bar-becue at
Eohrata to let the Ephpate people get acquainited with the Moses People, We
in tuen hoped to have him dedicate a marker to his birthplace near Ephrata's
Epigeopal Cnureh,

Un one of our trips, Billy met a door gusprd ot entranee to
Rock Tgland. Impresged by the uniform & cordiality, he became friendly. At
a later date I wass asked to arrange a tour of Rogk Tsland Dam & was delighted
to have the Genepral Sunt promise thet he would personally take us thru, Billy
usually looked forward to thege tours, but something was terribly wrong with
this arrangement. Hostily I conferred with interpreter Harry Hanamkin who ex-
olained that Billy felt humilisted in not getting the gusrd with the flashy
wniform, ingtead of this very ordinary Gen'l Sunt who 4id not even rate a
uniform. Fortunately this latter chap was very broadminded & guickly assured
Billy that proper homoge would be paid him by pernitting the uniformed guard
to guide us, Immediately Billy became %the 1ife of the pariy & gave us valush'

information
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Among B1illy's tresgured possesgions, was sn ariny letter of

the early elghtlies, by an offiecer direoting troops mt &
were asslalting the Indlems %o move to reservations from thelirp ancestral
haunts. This letter states that Billyis o reliable young man, nct oppos~
ing the whites. As wes Jim James’ ease, all of 3idly's children & gragde
children dled of T.B. & 211163 digesages of civilzation, Later when he
tost his fzlithful wife of meny years, Billy a1d not remerry as 414 Jmes.

faving riiden & workeG with the top stoscksen of fentral fnshe
ington, from the Saske River to the Canadisn Border, accepted ss an equal

Billy renewed scqunintanges & vegan visiting them, For diversion he led g

i -

faw trading & racing horses. Phis he continued ©311L pagt 90 years old,
Bo one was huet finencislly, but many were pleagantly entertsined,
In 1986 to provide sound historissnl background for Columbis

Shisf Olevew

)

Jesin sebtlers, the writer brought Billy Surlew & 94 yr ol
iaand Zaminkin drom Bespelea to Bohrats, FBn roubs they told many interest-
ing stories of early camps arcund Soap lake, bvefore the coming of the

white man, Unsmbers of Commerce, take note:

“
faeT

ig do all Indions, they extolled the medieinal nenelits of

Soap lake water for nan or besst. ot only were Lhe sches & phins of old
ege relieved by freguent hsthing, but sorebacked paok & gaddle horsges

were hesled, The pleoburesqgue but eruel Ueavois | soles stiached to znddles
for drageing anmd equipnent, with a few babies & saecks of pugnies tied

on too of beddingl] msde bsd sores, hord to hesl.

That night g we neeped Soanp Lake, the reflection of many

lights & colors, 68l contrasted to the Somp Lake of 1885, Xamiskin
whispered: " deny camp Fireg Tonight", 4s I helsed him down stairs into
the Uafe of Bell Hotel, his legs orasmped from the car vide, refused io
track up proverly. “olubing to his wobbly knees, Kemfskin sad® 211 time
Drunk ™l

i ter & days of helpiul co-operation with Sen., Bat faghingbton in
locating & identifying more zites, these men finishes their tour by apeak-
ing bvefore & large & interested group of school children with theip DR L
eatsg, dany questions were answered & the wrm regponse given them , moved
these men to give the best speeches of thelr curesra. Unsble to write
ihelr nameas, or o read a word, they deeply impregsed all pregent with
theff urgent need of supresistion of oup country, willingness to defend

it against 211 enemieg, | definitely clting commuuism) & of sonserving re-

sources, Iaped recordings of these talks ave nreasrved,
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In early Msy 1957, Supt Phillips of the Hegpelem, shoned ne
at Ephrata, Billy was gquite 111 with pneumonis, If T wished a final in-
terview, I should hasten o his bome,Arriving,l found a note that Billiy
hed asked to be taken to Lake Owhi " To go fishing"”! There I found him
knee deep in ihs cold waters, happy as a little boy, & Caitching fish.
To gomeone I am indebted for snapping pietures of Billy emerging dripping
from the Imke & gresting me. Ignoring my piea that he hurry back home for
Gry clothes, Billy sat in the ecsr for an hoﬁf, proemising to help us with
the fortheoming Moses Coulee Zotlach at #rt 4llend Palisades School Urounds.

The cold water treatment nust have helped, because Billy wes the
life of the party at this big Fotlach & did not get a sniffle from this ex-
posure, Un Thursday morning, Hay Z0th8illy joined Chief Jim James, whose
funeral was at Keller, Tuesdsy ¥ay 43zd acd Henry Upvington whose funeral
lagzt Feb, at Leller, drew huge crowis . 1% is hoped that st the great Indian
gethering at Soap Leke during laat five days of July, the snnual ssrade will
telude three riderless horses searing eguipment of these worthymen to whom
Historisns owe so much.

How ag

How asI try to record details of 5illy's lar e funeral with
friends gathﬁé@d from digtant nlmces to do him honor in aé}n fdropping hsadful
of earth in a final gesture of farewell, the men going in one direction, the
women in o sepapate line %4me going in opposite divection, I'm not ashomed of
the wet spots appearing on these top sheeits. My roof is not leaking in this
particular room., I hereby pleige that at my Potlach the big hesvy hat & the
Angora piding Chaps which Billy wore for 50 years and were presenied to me ab
his Fedt & Poilach after the funeral, will be duly presented to a permanent

nugeun, where fubure generatlons can enjoy them.






