THE JahaPUuS AND PRIEST RAPIDo

A remnant band of a most unusual Northwest Indian band, the Wanapums,
continue to live along an historic reach of tne #Mid-Columbia River,ecalled
Priest Rapids. The Indians are the River People, their name being derived
from Wana, River; and pum, the locative for people.

The specific area of Priest Rapids is one of the oldest place naues
in the state of Washington.

The Public Utility Distriet of Grant County has built two dams on the
Mid-Columbia. lhe first of these was named rriest Rapids and by ordinary
reckoning is 409.5 miles from the mouth of the Columbia River on the
Pacific Ocean. Eighteen mi.es upstream from Priest Rapids Dam the PUD built

Wanapum Dam., It was named for the River People. Their survivors remain,
perpetuating an ancient culture into a generation of hydroelectric power,
atomic force and space missiles. And the religion and ideology for which
the Wanapums hpve always been known has been retained in the purest form of
any Indian religicn surviving.

They were religious and Creator fearing, these Wanapums who lived along
the eleven mile furiously turbulent millrace alternating with stretches of
deep-flowing tranquil water.

In earliest historic times the name, Priest's Rapids seems to have
beei used in reference to the last of seven rapids. lhen the name,Priest
Hapids was used for the eleven-mile stretch, as fur traders and voyageurs,
missionaries, stockmen and land settlers traveled in their day. Yet while
all this and more was transpiring, and also the Indian wars, the Wanapums
were a peaceful people, living in isolation, sustained in their faith,
and keeping alive their legends and other knowledges of ancient and
historlic customs. Some of these customs indicate a culture descending from
paleo-Indian times.

The numerous forebearers in these first-known days could have sent

many warriors against the intruders. The Wanapum nature,however , was

to live alone and let alone.,



The Wanapums were aloof and preferred isolation. Yet they were
friendly and hospitabie to those who found them. 1lhey were brought up to
share food and all other necessities with their fellow man.

They have a speclal respect for water and it is a ritual to open and
close every meal with a sip of water. Water was a part of the living body
and without it nothing could live. The sun provided warmth to all people and
also the land, and the sun's warmth was also needed. Food also was needed

to sustain life. And these were all Creator given, to be shared by all.

They respected the earth as not only their home but their mother, and being
Greator given, their mother was not to be bartered or sold.

No other hydroelectric dam along the long run of the Columbia from
the Canadian boundry to the mouth, 752 miles, bears the name of a people
whose tiwe extending far beyond the written record of man, subsisted upon
salmon and eelsrand other food found in the strcam and food roots dug from
the hillsides, where higher up, berrles grew.

Anthropologists and ethnologists employ the science of linguistics in
attempting to classify tribes and bands of the original inhabitants of the
Pgeific Northwest. Many also attempt to set up boundaries between the
people who erected no barriers,except self- imposed discipline, with their
fellowman in ancient days. So the picture is not always clear and many
do not attempt to clarify it. Nor can it now ever likely be proven
accurate because there has been so much intermingling for so many years.
The Wanapums, however, were naturally protected from much of this co-
mingling by the isolation of the region in which they lived.

Even before the time of the explorers, Lewis and Clark, and before the
first of the fur traders and voyageurs passed along the pathway of mig-
ration, unknown numbers of bands and tribes had become extinet. This was

so true with some languages and dialects.
- In late: years,sg' apfﬁlyahas éh%é changed , some who were the only

ones who knew their tribe's or band's tongue have died.



Even this year, 1966, the last of the Cascades, Hood River or once-
called Dog niver Indian, who alone knows the language of her people, is too
111 and infirm to provide interviews wihich would preserve the language.

Language is recognized as one cultural guidepost to a people.

Linguists can determine much of the age and culture of a race by the
number of words in a vocgbulary, for instance. By this one indicator the
Wanapums are high on an intellectual scale and of an old culture. Their
vocabulary contains more words than many high school and college graduates
could normally list over a period of several days i1f yiven a pencil and
notebook and asked to list all the words they know. And the older wWanapums
wholhave died took with ti.em to the grave many words and combinaticns of
phrases of an older language, unknown to the younger generation. Some of
these were so old that even the older persons did not know their meaning.
ihese were words used in some of the songs and ceremonials,

lhe Wanapums were of the Sahaptin linguistic stock of which three
stocks predominated in the Northw.st in old Washington Territory.

Of the same stock were the Palouse and the Nez Perce to the south and
east, and the Palouse bloodiines overflowed into Wanapum range. ‘he fourteen
tribes and bands which became the Confederated Yakima Indian Nation at
the Treaty of Walla Walla in 1855 were of Sahaptin stock.

There existed g loosely called ralouse language,now virtinally extinct
and yet known by only tuo men, although portions of the language were
known by the olider wanapums gnd have been recorded. ‘here is the Nez
Perce language which nas been scientifically recorded; *he old Klickitat
or Whywaspum language was spoken extensively on the Yakima Reservation
and has become extensively intermixed with other dialects of the Yakima
tribes and bands. It is doubtful that a tribe named Yakime existed in the
long ago. 1In this same manner the tribes and bands,confederated,
for reasons of government expediency on the Umatilla and Colville Reserv-
ations are gradually losing tueir identify. And peoples making up those

Teserves as known as Umatillas or Colvillesy



Generally the pecples of this wide Central Wgshingion region and
fringes could understand one another.
A second linguistic stock existed and exists north of Vantage and into
the Colville country. It was called the Salish and extends eastwardly
to Spokane and beyond &nto  HMontana and the Flathead country. This was
the Interior Salish. To the west and to the coast were the Coast Salish.
Downstream on the Columbia River frowm the Sahaptin speaking peoile
was another linguistic stock called the Chinookan after a single tribe,
the Chinooks. these people lived from Just below The Dallies all the way
to the Coast.
There was no trading post at rriest Rapids in the days of fur traders
and voyageurs, usiug that section of tihe river as waterway travel by canoces

and batteaux from Canada and Colville to o0ld Fort Nez rerce at later.day

Wallula, upstreamn a short distance from Mcliary Dam, and on to Fort Vancouver.

There is indication a trading post was maintained by the Hudson's Bay
Company in later years, for a snort tiue, at White Huffs, but nothing
conclusive.

Inere was nothing at rriest Rapids to claim the attention of the
fur hunters whose wain interest was in safely running the rapids when they
passed downstream and in portaging or lining around thew on their way
north.

Rivers, as great and wighty, and running through as many miles as the
Columbia, have always been the pathways of migration,notably for primitive
peoirles, and the later opening of unknown lands. Bt the first people
were not travellers. 4‘hey had no definitely known dastination, their course
and direction being directed by weather, unfriendly bands of nomads, and
the abundance of game and fish., lhe slow-moving migrations reguired years

to creep intoc and settle other regions.



4 great £lood could displace thew and they would wove on to unflooded
regions. ~ severe winter could exterminate the game and tney would move
again, in search of better grounds, Or sometiues an armed warrior-led iribe
or band would move in an uceupy a fishery or hunting grounds, and if there
was not enough for all, some moved on.

ihese stories, written over a very longgpericd of time apd extending
to 8,000 and scmetimes more than 10,000 years in the past, are slowly being
pieced together by archaecologists. But tney are working against time and
trying to recleim bits of informgticn before the modern culiure overruns
and "buries" traces they are hunting; or against an even greater disadvantage
of the scarclity of money gnd trained persons tu do this work.

the Indian migrutions have been traced along the Columbia by the
archaeologists and there are evidences the migrations "backlashed" or
returned, plecemeal or through individual travels when trade routes dev-
eloped or because of wan's natural instinet to travel.

So while e apparently barren reaches of the rriest Rapids coutry
offered no inducements for the traders, there were the swirling water
passages, unda the resting pools in between where fish coungested in season,
like Kettle Falls and the great Celilo Falls near ihe Dalles. These
fisheries attracted the aboriginal people who sometimes settled and becaume
sedentiary., 4rchaeologists have fouud the greatest concentrations of
pecple were where food was most easily obtained, and in greatest quantiiies.
friftwood was also biought down the stream by spring runoff floods, and
left stranded at the foot of the small falls and rapids, and this was
necessary for winter habitation.

In pre-settlement days salmon could be taken at neuarly any place along

the river but the rapids and falls were most productive,
ihis, then, was the situation when the picneering explorers, Lewis and

Clark, followed the natural pathway of migration in their 180% travels.



Five years later David Thompson and Alexander #oss and Ross Cox passed
along the Mid-Columbia in their explorations.

Lewis anéd Clark, entering the region along the down-flow of the Snake
River , came no further north on the Columbia than a short distance above
present Fasco to an island frow which they could see the Yakima River
debouch from the west into the Co.umbila.

The people of the interior and glong the lid-Columbia had some knowledge
of white men before the time of Lewls and Clark, but no personal or direct
contactl.

‘he earliest explorations which touched the Northwest were sailing
expeditions which touched the Coast. *here was some trade with natives
along the coast if they were friendly, and some trad: goods worked their
way into the interior. Trade influences were also felt radiating out from
the great trading center at the Dalles, some of it from as far away as
California. and as the Hudson's Bay traders worked southwest from (anada,
and other traders, the seedplantings of trade were estabhiished, Firiest
Rapids, however was quite isolated from these early beginnings.

As early as 1579, the bBnglish captain, Sir Francis Drake was in the
Pacific coastal waters. He also pillaged the S, anish possessions of Chili,
Guatemala and “eru. Fpor this he was knighted by Gueen Elizabeth. Drake

explored as far north as the 43rd degres, or the Oregon Coast.

Three years later a Spanlard, Francis Gali, en route home from Manila,
pade a reconnoisance of the Coast as far north as the 57th degree of
latitude or Gueen Charlotte's Island.

Juan de Fuca sailed as far north as the 38th degree in 1592 and
entered a straight which bears his name. He was compelled to flee to
the open sea for safety when attacked by Indians.

Spain and other powers like Kussia dominated most of the explorations.
There were more explorations tnan is comuonly reallize or recounted 1n

the incidental classroom study covering the period.



In 1778 Captain Cock, an LEnglish navigator, landed on the Oregon Coast

near the h42nd degree of latitude. Storus however drove him southward.
Later, then tney gbated, Cook continued north again and reached the 48th
degree where he discovered the entrance of the straight of Juan de Fuca
which he naued Cape Flattery. Croceeding northward beyond tle 49th degree
he anchored in a harbor tater called Nootka Sound. The Indi.ns there, he
found, were familiar with non-Indians, even then. A Beitish st.tion was
established at Nootka in 1780.

And there were others, Lieut Jonn ieares, an knglishman in 1786; Don
Fruno de kLaceta, and Lon Ignatius istiago, both of Spain.

Iwo American sunips, the Columbia aad ~ashington, were in the liorthwest
in 1799 while English,the Spaniards and others were engaged in controversies
over possession. ]

Capt. Gray, in 1790, salled to China and then returned (o the Bast
Coast. le sailed out from Soston again on Sept. 27,1790 and reached the
Horth coast in way of 1791. He was proceeding north to Nootka when he
discovered an opening at latitude 46 degrees, 16 minutes. This subsequently
led hli to return and eventually to the discovery of the m.uth of the
Columbla River.

1t was not long after taese times of indecisive possession that Lewis
and Clark cawe overland, exploring downstream to the mouth of the Columbia,
which, coiubined with the Loulsiana Purchase,gave the United States a
vast territory.

In 180i, when Ihomas Jeffersou had just assumed the office as President,
he learned that Spain had ceded Louisiana to France and secretly went
about ecquisition of the territory. Jefferson also went to work to est_
ablish an Indian land poliecy to forestall British activities in the
Horthwest.

His privates secretary during these times (1802) was Meriwether Lewis,
who like Jefferson shared an interest in the West and a distrust of the
British.



Jefferson's plans for the great exploration were made secretly.

The eeremony, transferring the vast territory embraced in the Louisiana
Purchase, acquired for §15,000,000, were held December 2,,1802. &ritish
traders were moving westward along the Missouri River with Union Jack flags
and were distributing King George medals to Indians., Jefferson proceeded
with plans for the exploring expedition, changing tiiem so that the government
could commence comme.ce with the Indians,

A Jefferson Peace Medal was cast in Philgdelphia to be distributed
to Indian chiefs and head men. Capt. Lewis went to 0uio to meet his old
friend, Lieut. William Clark, who he insisted be named a co-captain and the
two went to 8t. Louis. lhe expedition started in May; 1804%.

dhe practice of giving peace medals to Indians originated in 178g.
lhe first medal was struck the year Wagshington was inaugurated President.
Others followed with each president excepting William Harrisone. All of
them were called rresidential Medals.

Lewis and Clark carried two types, the Jefferson liedal and the Washington
HMedal. lhe Jefferson Medal was made in three sizes. As originally made it
consisted of two sides of si.ver, the obverse and reversey with a ring
fastening what was called the collage and by this ring the medal was
suspended.

Some medals were made by fur co.panies and carried the likeness of
a company officer.

After the long overland trip and wiitering of 1804, Lewis and Clark
descended the Snake River, reaching the Columbia on Oct. 16,1805,

itheir camyswas barely made and cooking fires built when a chief from
an Indian camp a duarter of a mile up the Columbia approached with a
procession of 200 followers, beating drums and singing as they advanced.
They were friendly,

Lewis and Clark distributed presents to these people from up the river

who they called Sokulks. *hey gave the principal chief a lurge medal, a
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shirt and handkerchief. 4 smaller medal was presented to the second chief,

or man they called chief, and a third, who came down from some of the
upper villages was given a small medal and a handkerchi.ef.

On Octe 17 Lewis wrote:

“The nation among which we now are callethemselves Sokulks; and with
them are united a feu of another nation, who reside on a western branch
emptying itself into the Columbia a few miles above the mouth of the 1atier
river and whose name is Chimnapum. The language of both of these nations,
of each of which we obtained a vocabulary, differs but little from each
other, or from that of the Choppunish (Nez rercess.

"IThe houses of the Bokulks are made of large mats of rushes and are
generally of a sguare or oblong form, varying in length from fiftecen to
sixty feet, and supported in the inside by poles or forks about six feet
high; the top 1s covered with mats, leaving a space of twelve or fifteen
inches the whode :ength of the house for the purpose of admitting the
light and suffering the smoke to pass through, the roof is nearly flat,
which seems to indicate that rains are not comuon in this open country,
and the ho se 18 not divided into apartments, the fire being in the middle
of the large room, and immediately under the hole in the roof; the rooms are
ornamented with their mats, and other fishing tackle as well as the bow
for each inhabitant, ané a large quiver of arrows, which are headed with
flint stones. (Flat.roofed type mat lodges were built by the Wanapunms
at summer fishing locations, both on the shore and in the aén the large
islands),

"During the day Captain Clark, travelling by canoe, ascended the
river, passin, scaffolds hung full of split and drying fish. From an
island he could see the entrance of a river from the west, joining the
Columbia. He called this the lapteal (Yakima), but as evening was approach-
ing, he returned to camp. "

On Friday wmorning they obtained from "the principal chief of one
of the Gbiwnapum nation (Chamnapum)a sketch of the Columbia snd the tribes
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of his nation living along its banks and those of the Tapteet. They drew
it with a pilece of coal on a robe, and as we afterwards transferred to
paper, it exhibited a vaiuable specimen of Indian delineation."

The map shows the Sokulk nation of 3,000 persons. Upstream is plctured
the Wah-na.achee river and at its entrance into the Columbia the"“uts sah
nim " nation.

Zhe "Selarlar" river and '"nochtoch" river are shown upstream on the
Tapteet or Yakima River,

Capt, Clark deseribed the Sokulk women as "being more inclined to core
pulency than any we have yet seen; their stature is low, their faces broad,
and their heads flattened in such a manner that the fRerehead is in a straight
'line from the nose to the crown of the head their eyes are a dirty sable,
their hair, too 1s coarse and black, and braided as above without ornament
of any kinde..the 8ckulk families have no other covering but a truss or plece
of leather tied round the hips and then drawn tlght between the legs. The
ornaments usually worn by both sexes are large blue or white beads, either
pendent from their ears, or round the necks, wrists and arus they hgye like-
wise bracelets of brass, copper and horn, and some trinkets of shells, fish
bones, and curious feathers."

The men he described as being dressed much like the Chopunnish or

Nez Perce..."the men wearing a robe of deer or antelope skin, under which
a few of them have a short leathern shirt. lhe most striking difference is
amnong the females. "

Thus was recorded an historic event, not only a portion of the most
famous exploration of all time but the first con tuct directly made between
the Wivep Pecplie  and another ruce who were to have such a great effect
upon the ilvag of the Indians.

ihen other céntacts followed in the days a great nation was being

advanced to young manhoocd.



Alexander foss, in hls Fyrst Setitlers on the Oregon, wrote of the
history of the Pgeific Fur Company, the first commercial assocliation est-
ablished on the waters of the "Oregon or Columbia River."

Ross tragced the history from its beginning in 1810, to the suecessor
and rival,the aAstor company in 1813, which in turn was replaced by the
North West company and until that company was “overthrown" by the Hudson's
Bay company in 1821.

Iwo partners in the Ngorth West Co pany crossed the contirent from the
Atlantic to the Faeifie but did not reazch as far south as the lild-Columbia.

Zhe two were Simon Fraser and John Stuart.

Believing the Fraser biver to be the Columbia they desecended the Fraser
to the seacoast in the spring of 1808. lhe chief depot of the company was
Fort William on Lake Superior, then called the Horthwest.

In those years of frantic explorations, and chartiig the unknown
of the inland Pacific Northwest, the contest for possessory rights was
strongly fought by explorers in the interior, and there were tiwes the North:
west could have passed into hands of other nations but for the little events
of history which in later yeurs assumed great magnitude.

It was evident that during the few years succeeding the Lewis and Clark
exploration, Priest Rapids rewmained isolated.

Not only that, but the knowledge of the interior was liumited because
of the difficulty of communication between Indians and non-Indians and
it is remarkable that so much was obtained in such a short time and generally
with such accuracye

In the days of decision after the Lewis and Clark exploration, David
Thompson, who was born in London and came to America in 1789 where he
entered the employe of the Hudson's Bay Co..pany, wgs destined to play a
role in rsriest hapids history and American historye.

Although he devoted 23 years to the Northwest fur trade, *hompson
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had a greater interest in geographical matters. He became one of the
greatest surveyors and geographers in Aumerica.

Six years after the Lewis and Clark party reached the Columbia,

Thompson found his way down the river from Canada in 1811 and paszed through
Priest Rapids. He went on to Astoria. Then on July 22,1811, he started back
up the stream.

Alexander Ross, whohhad been a member of the aAstoria Paeific Company
until he joined the Northwest group at the time of the aAstor sale to the
Northwest in 1812, left Astoria with lhompson and for a time accompanied
him up the river. Then *hompson hurried ahead, apparently to do what he
could to bring the area under English domination. Ross followed at a slower
pace.

On August 14,1811, upon reaching the Junction of the Snake with the
Columbia, Hoss wrote:

"soowhat did we see waving trimmphantly in the air at the confluence
of the two great branches (the Cylumbia and “nake) but a British flag hoisted
in the middle of the Indian camp, planted there by Mr. ihompson as he passed,
with a written paper laying claim to the couw..try north of the forks as
British territory. This edict interdicted the subjects of other states from
trading north of the station."

dhe Indians tried to induce the Ross party, intent on establishing a
trading post at Okanogan, from contini ing north. They endeavored to persuade
them to go up the Snake where they indicated Ihompsonhahad no objections to
their trading. Of these actlons, Ross wrote:

"eo.The opposition of the Indians on the present occasion §uggested
to our minﬂs two things; that Mr. ‘hompson's motives for leaving us at
the time he did was to turn the natives against . ag we went along, with
the view of yreventing us from getting further to the north, where the North

West Company had posts of their own; and secondly that the tribes about

the forks would prefer oug going to the 8outh Wranch (the Snake) because
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then we would be in the midst of themselvesees'

"lhe only European articles seen here with ;he Indians, and with which
they seemed perfectly contenfled, were guns, and here and there a kéttle
or a knifese.”

",..0n the 16th (August) we left the forks and proceeded up the North
Brancheec.About twelve miles up, a small river enters on the west side
called Eyakema (The Yakimuj 10 miles upstream from the Snake Rivery) Ross'
does not elaborate on the Chamnapum village which was loecated at the mouth
of the Yakima, the people Lewls and Clark wrote about, ‘hese were a band
closely affiligted with the Yakima, and there was strong blood relationships
among the Chamnapum with the upstream Wanapums)

", ,.0n theisevefteenth we were paddling along at daylighte..on the
18th we rcached the «nd of the marl hillse...Just at this pl,ce the river
makes a bend right south for about tgn miles when a high and rugged hill
contines it on our lefteee ‘

n,,.Here (encamped for the night) a large concourse of Indians met
us and after several friendly harangues commenced the usual ceremony of
smoking the pipe of peace, after which they passed the night in dancing
and singinge -

"Ihe person who stood foremost in all these introductory ceremonies
was a tall, meager, middle aged Indlan who attached himself very closely
to us from the first moment we saw him. He was called Haqui-laugh, which
gignifies doctor or rather priest, and as this personage will be
frequently mentioned in the sequel of our describing him. We named the
place Priest's Rapids,after himeee"

(Some versions of the hoss Journal spells it PPkriest Rapids.

(Edmond 5. Meany, who used the original version, writes on p. 232
of Qrigin of wW.shipgton Geographic Names, University of Washington,1932:
ualexander hoss of the astoria Party,1811 ‘we named the plage Friest

Rapids after him (referring to the doctor or priest)
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Meany also wrote:"The name was charted by David Thompson and appears

in writings of early tiavelers as well as on recent maps.")

lhus, the name of the historic Priest Rapids was given on August 18,
1811,

Hoss' Journal continues:

"esoFrom the Priest's Rapid in a direct line to the mouth of the
Umatallow (Umatilla) the distance is very short, owing to the great band
of the river between the two Plgces.

‘he Journal also explains why the name was Priest's Rapid, when he
refers to one rapid, a mile in length. Priest Rapids were a succession of
Seven rapids, eleven miles in length.)

"Ine Priest's Rapid is more than a mile in length, and 1s a dangerous
and intricate part of the navigation. The south side, although full of rocks
and small channels, through which the water rushes with great violence, is
the best to asecend.

"On the nineteenth, early in the morning, we sturted, but found the
channel so frequently obstructed with rocks, whirlpools, and eddies, that
we had much difficulty in making any headway. Crossing two small bortages,
we at length,however, reached the head of it and there sncamped for the
night, after a very harad day's labor under a burning sune

"Ihe ground here is everyvhere full,covered with flat stones, and where-
ever these stones lie, and indeed elsewhere, the rattliesnakes are very
numeious. At times they may be heard hissing all around, so that we had to
keep a sharp lookout to avoid treading on thea, but the natives appear
to have no dread of them. 4As soon as one appears, the Indians fix its head
to the ground with a small forked stick round the neck, then extracting
the fang or poisonous part, they take the reptile into their hands, put it
into their bosoms, play with it, and let it €0. When amyone is bitten by

them the Indians tie a ligature above the wounded part, scarify it,; and then

apply a certain herdb to the wound, which they say effectively cures it.
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"On the twentleth we left the Priest's Rapids and proceeded, against
a strong ripply cuprent and some rapids for ten miles, wihen we reached two
lofty and consgipuous biuffs, situated directly opposite to each othepr
like the piers of a gigantic gate (Sentinel Rittes) . Here we stayed for
the night on some rocks infested with innumerable rattlesnakes, which caused
us not a little uneasiness during the night.

"From this place due east the distance in a direct line to the marl
hills left on the eighteenth is very short. At the southern angle of this
flat is situated the Priest's Rapids which we left this morning. Course,
north,. .

“Barly on the twenty-first we were again on the mater. The copntry on
the east side is one boundless,rought and barren plain, but on the west
the rocks, after some distance, close in to the water's edge, steep and
Tugged, and the whole country behind is studded with towering heights and
rocks, giging the whole face of the country, in that direction, a bleak,
broken and mountainous appearance. We saw but few natives today, but those
few were friendly to us."

Three days later, on the twenty-fourth, the Hoss party reached the
mouth of the "Pisscow's River" (the Wenatchee). On the 27th the party
arrived at "Isill.ane"(the Chelan River).

“"The Indians told us it took its rise in a lake not far distant.

".eo0n the first of September, 1811, we embarked, and descending the
Oskinacken again landed on a level spot within half a mile of its mouth.
There we unlogded, took our canoes out of the water, and pitehed our tents,
which operation concluded our .long and irksome voyage of forty-two days..."

This describes the founding of Fort Okanogan, the chief interior post
of the r. n,ific Fur Company.

ine North West Company succesded to the property and Okanogan became
its principal post of depot for the entire region. The Hudson's Bay
Co.pany absorbed the Borth West Company in 1821 and maintained the post
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until 1899, It was then sold to the americans and the North West Company
limited its trading north of the Canadian border.

Inere were beaver along the liddle Columbia and Snake rivers, which
the Indians utilized more for food than furs. *hey had everything they needed
for food gt the fisheries, in the swamps along the river, the swall streauws
and the hillsides. There were deer and elk and other geme, and well worn
trails to berrying grounds in the mord distant Upper HNaches, and iior heast
to root digging grounus at Waterville, where one of the dozen varleties
of caumas, called skokol matured the earliest in the season. <he River People
hgve been known among the neighboring tribes for holding the first foods
feast of the early spring at which skolkol was served ceremonously. Here
may be an indication of the Lewis and Clark word written Sokulk on the
old wap in 1805,

With communication as difficult as it was, which was later proven many
times, it may have been Lewis and Clark's inguiry was mlsinterpeted by the
Indians as an inquiry where food could be obtained. Inguiries for food were
routine as the explorers travelled from camp to campe

ihe word, Sokulk, has always been unknown to Indians of the Wallula

regio:, the Mid-Columbla dwellers and adjoining tribes, even 100 years ago
at no great tiwme from the expioration. Yet the word Sokulk occuples a large
area on the map obtained by Lewis and Clarke.

rven in 1855, at the Ireaty Council of Walla Walla and with the benefit
of several interpreters, white and Indian capable of translating several
languages, Territorial Governor Isaac I. Stevens recorded some of the
fourteen bands and tribes making up the Confederated Yakimsa Indian Nation
by the names of thelr chiefs or legders, instead of tribal or band name.

ihe 0ld leaders among the Wdanapums were entirely ignorant of the
4~0rd, Sokulk, knowin: of no old leader among the Hiver People by that
name, nor could they give any inter.retation of a word sou ding

1ike Sokulk, but skokol, the food rooct.
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Until about 1750 there was little travel, exce.t slowly and by foot,
among the Northwestern tribes. B ut sometime about that date the Northwest
Indian acquired the horse which required some time to multiply to be of
COmMLON usSe.

And Priest Raplds, in such an isolation, was virtually compelled to
remain that way for lack of horses.

In laler years however horses were abundant at Priest Rapids where
the hillsides offered ideal grazing conditions.

This slow-unfolding period, forerunning the fdontier opening by the traders
and missionaries, was followed by the cattlemen, and spterwards by wagons
and raliroads, the latter laying steel pathways for homesteaders.

ihis was a period when men were more interested in securing land,
devel ping villages from which towns grew, finding new rangeland for
li#estock, than they were in the linguistic stock of the original inhabitants
of the land. And this was the time that a man grew 1into maturity to become
a great power among Northwestern Indians.It was another time, as 1s so
frequently said, when history was made.

‘he history maker was Bmowhala the Prophet. His home became Priest
Hapids and there lived his people. And he was the ancestor from whom many
of the “iver People descended directly.

No one knows when Smowhala was born but it must have been sometime
about the time David Thompson or Alexander Ross bassed through the
Mid=Columbia region.

‘here are no records to chronicle his birth at Wallula, eighty miles
downstream where the inhabitants also were hiver feople, who greeted
Lewis and Clark and were friendly to them.

Smowhala was born at the time the strong religious influence of a
little.khown tut greatly felt pro_het called Shuwapsa was strong in influence
and the blood lines of the River People.

| It is known that Shuwapsa lived and preached before any non.indians

came into theland of the Indians, and that he was also a dreamer .
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“his was a name given to those who "died" and returned from the "land of
the dead” with Creator-given songs which had their influence upon the
people ;instructing tnem how to live. And these songs are still heard at
religious services, called the Bashat.

It is also known by the last of the old Wanapums, that Shuwapsa lived
at this historic place of Priest Rapids and there practiced his religione.

From the stories of the old men it would appcar that Shuwapsa died and
was buried at Friest Rapids long btefore David Thompson or Alexander Hoss
and their adventuring comganions passed along the river. And from thelir
stories it would appear that Shuwapsa had something to do with introducing
the drum toc the River People, which is unusual in its manufacturer and
was used for a specific purpose and only by the religious men of great power.

Smowhala introduced other dream songs and inovations to the Indilan, and
he gave a special meaning to the drum, a dream meaning.

This has a similiarity to the introduetion of the buffalo headdress
among the Salish stock Piegan or northern, Hood, branch of the B lackfeet.
lhis came about before the Blackfeet had any contact with fur traders or
explorers, when one of the medicine men, caught out on the plains in a
blizzard, took refuge in the skeleton of a buffalo. He dreamed and when he
gwoke the blizzard Wad abated. Returning to camp, and to show his thank.
fulness to God for guilding him to the buffalo skeleton and iks protection,
and for the dream, he made a headdress he had dreamed about. The head-
piece was the head and horns of a buffalo, with a bead:d head-band. Down
the back was a strip of buffalo hide and from it were fastened a row of
eagle feathers, reprsenting the boss ribs of the buffalo. this headdress
became the dance attire for the long non-cxistent Buffalo Secret Society
of the Plegan, and was worn only by their medicine men or men with strong

powers of strong guardian spirits, or great chiefs.



