CHAPTER XEX
FACTORS WHICH RETARDED AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT

I

When the first settlers came into the Yakima Valley they were not
interested in fayming for it seemed evident to them that the region was
unfit for anything but grazing., Besides, the means .of transportation
were very meagre and the ppulation of the whole Nortlwest was small.
Certainly there could be little incentive to engage in farming as an
industry when there were no nearby important markets and no cheap means
of trensporting surplus products to those which were more remote. Hereover,
cattle raising had proved itself to be a profitable industry and the cattle-
men did not welcome the encroachments of the smsll farmer who fenced the
lands which were perticularly valuable as sources of pasturage, -hay, and
water, It wap not until the range had beceme overstocked and the industry
had begun to show a decline that settlers began to give serious consider—
ation to the raising of crops. Even when the potentialities of the soil
viere realized and the settlers recognized that the Yakima Valley could be
made to produce abundant crops, other factors were present to hinder the
development of the farming industry,

Settlers could obtain land in the Yakima Valley under any one of four
existing federal land laws. The Pre-emption Law permitted the settlement
ami later purchase of one lmundred simty acres of land in thp public domain.
The price paid for land which was secured under the terms of this act was
$1.25 per acre for the "minimum" lands or $2.50 per acre for the Ydouble-

“mini musm! Mnda\.l The Homestead Law offered lands in the public domain
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1
"Hinimum" lands were those vhich lay outside the railroad land

grants; "double-minimum" lands were those which lay within the railroad
land grante,
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(and the odd-rumbered sections within the railroad land grants) without
cost to the settler provided he established a residence upon the land,
lived on it for five years, and placed it under cultivation. A homestead
consisted of one hundred sixty acres, but until 1892 when the Pre~emption
Law was amended, it was posdble to secure both a pre-emption claim and
a homestead if one wished to do so. The Timber ilture Law granted one
humired sixty acres to claimants who could meet the requirements as set
forth by the Homestead lawe, The land had to be devoid of timber, and it
was the duty of the claiment to plant not less than ten acres to trees,
He could secure his patent to the land at the end of eight years provided
he had met all of the requirements of the law, The Pesert Land law applied
to territory (outside the timber and mineral lands) which would not without
irrigation produce some agricultural crop. The law prostided for an entry
of six hundred forty acres at a price o«f $1.25 per acre, twenty-five cents
per acre of which was to be paid at the time the entry was filed. Title
to the land was granted at the end of three years provided all provisions
of the law had been met. Among these was one wihich required that the
claimant must dondudt water te the land for irrigation purposes.2

The land laws did not stimmlate settlement in the Yakima valley for
the soil in thalt region was almost useless for farming purposes unless it
could be irrigated. Yo prepare the land for cultivation and irrigation was
a relatively expensive procedure. In a four page circular vhich it issuned
in 1693, the Northern Pacific Railroad Company estimated that the expense
of clearing sagebrush from the land and of preparing it for irrigation
(including the digging of small lateral ditches) was about twenty dollars

2 0 ma e e - me e e -~

For a more detailed description of the provisions of the land laws
see Appendix II,
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per acraaS The varlations are due to differences in the time when the
estimatés were made so it is impessible to fix any general average ampunt
whichvould represent ths expense incurred by preparing land for irrigation.
They do show, however, that if a man secured land under the provisions of
the Desert Land Law, he would have to spend several times as much as he had
paid for the land if ho were geing to be able to cultivate it. In addition
to the initiel expense for clearing, leveling and the digging of ditches it
was necessary either to purchase a permanent water right or to pay an annual
fee of eeveral dollars per acre for the use of water, unless he wanted to go
to the further expense of constructing his own irrigation works.

It was alleged that the Desert Land Law and the Timber Culture Law
were responsible for preventing settlement rather than for reclaiming arid
lands or for the planting of trees upon the prairies. In the entire
territory of Vashington during the year 1878, there were filed under the
Desert lLand Law only six entries smounting to a total of 540,49 acres, In
1879 there were six entries which comprised 1,000 acres, and in 1880, twelve
entries comprising 2,558.11 acres. It ie very probable that thess ezitrias
were all filed in the Yalima Valley since that wasthe region where irrigation
first received serious attention in Washingion, In 1889 the North Yakima
land office reported desert land sales which totaled only 2,151.2L acres,

so it seems apparent that settlers took little advantage of the provisions
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3 Bureau of Statistice and Immigration, Homsseeker's Guide to the State
g_{ Vas n (Olympia, 191,), 63; Vashington Irrigation Gompany, The
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Canal (Seattle, 1900), section titled "Cost of Preparing Tand
T Ivations" Yakima Herald, lMay 25, 1893.
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of that mw.h

The earliest settlers secured their land either by homestead or pre-
enption claims, and if they undertook to water it they either constructed
emall irrigation ditches which were capable of watering & few acres which
they put under cultivation, or the construction of irrigation works wes
financed jointly by the cooperative effort of seferal farmers who owned
adjoining land, By 1890, however, a mumber of companies had been organized
tc develop irrigation in the valley, and since they had considerable
capital at their disposal it was their practice to secure title to the lands
through which a proposed irrigation canal »as to be constructed, and then to
8ell the land to the settlers with water rights included in the price which

was asked,

pi |

It can be readily understood that there were great advantages to
having companies secure title to the lands, construct irrigation works,
and then offer the lands for sale to immigrants. Such a system provided
the settler with a farm which he could i-mediately place under cultivation,
whereas he might have to wait years before he andhis neighbors could provide
irrigation facilities if ho homesteaded or pre-empted land from the public
domain, The system provided its opportunities for a great deal of specul-
ation, however, and whenever it resulted in the expldtation of the
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Hoore, "Report of the Covernor,", 1889, p. 511; Publie Land Commission,
Committee on Codification, The Existing Laws of the United States of a General
and Permanent Character and Relating to The Survey and Disposition of the
Public Domain, December 1 1WCOREI‘BSS, 3 Session, House Exec:tive
Document no. 47, vol. 2{,” part 1, serial 1975, Washington, 1801), 363;
Eugens Semple, "Report of the Governor of Washington Territory," 1887,
in the Report of the Secretary of the Interior (50 Congress, 1 Session,
House Executive Document no. 1, berial 2blil, nashington, 1887), 93k,
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Brospective settler it tended to hinder rather than to promote the
agricultural development of the country. The degree to which land speculation
was carried in the Yakima Valley varied with the opportunities which were
presented for relatively “quick profits." Bven before irrigation was an
important activity we find complaint being made that individuals were
taking advantage of the land laws for speculative purposes. Although
he may have exaggerated the sltuathan somowhat, the editor of the Record
described the condition which existed in Yakima County in 1880 as follows:

o i o During the past several years large numbers of

immigrants to Washington Territory have visited us and have

been highly pleased with the beautiful valley which speeads

out toward the Cascade Mountains from our town. . . .They

have hurried off to Walla Walla Land Office (the North

Yakima land Office was not at that date established). . .

and there have found to their astonishment that the greater

part of the land in the Yakima Valley has been covered by

various kinds of filings, and the plate marked with red and

green and blue and yellow pencils in such a mmmner as to

indicate (on paper) a thickly settled commmity. Here are

homesteads on which there are no homes; pre-emption claims

upon which there is no sign of residence or cultivation;

and timber culture claims upon which there has never been

any plowing, fencing or planting of trees. The existence

of claims of this character has operated to turn settlers

elsevhere and retard the grewth and development of our

country to an extent beyond computation. 5

Near North Yakima which was grewing rapidly between 1886 and 1900
there was much mere rampant speculation than elsewhere in the valley,

A great deal of it was in city property which became more valuable as the
population grew, but tracts of land which were suitable for acreages near
the city also weretransferred from one swner to another in rather quick
succession and at increased pricea.\'

Allen C, Mason of Tacome, reputed 4o have been at the time the largest
real estate operator on ?ﬁgeh, Sofmt, wrete, in 1889, that ke had "pur-
chaged right and left before they began to dream they had a place there
(North Yakima), and the price of real estate has been climbing even (sic.)
since., It has more than doubled, It embraces business, residence, and

ane Yalcima Hecord, De;e;bgr-lg,ulﬁﬂa -----
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acre propertye e« .. There is profit in the sage br%ush lands." Another
group of men from Tacoma formed the Yakima Real Eetate and Investment

Company whose purposes as stated in the Yaldma Heralz'l were “to buy, sell,

improve and speculate in mealty of Washington for the benefits of the
stociholders." The name of the company indicates that its activities
vere intended to be largely confined to the Yakima country. This conpany
had offered 5,000 shares at ten dollars each about half of which had been
sold early in 1889.6

There were other reports of real estate transactions which indicate
that large profits were realized by both individuals and real estate
companies who were engaged in the business, In Februarv, 1889, a trect
of land (known as the Holton tract) which comprised two hundred seventy
acres was purchased by the Ontario Land Company for $33,750 ($125 per acre).
Five years earlier the same tract was reported to have sold for $60., An
area of two hundred acres was sold during the same month to Goodwin Strobach
& Pugsley for $7,000 and was resold a few days later to Whitson & Reavis
for $9,000, A short time later the sametract was bought by Howard H, Lewis
of Beattle for $15,000, C. Y. Barton reported in May, 1889, that bl, Howlett
who had purchased eighty acres of sape brush land about a year earlier,
had sold it to Qeorge Browne, a Tacoma Capitalist, for eighteen dollars
per acre and that Browne had since refused forty dollars per acre for the

same ].&nd..T
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C. Mo Barton, "Nortl Yakima," in the Nortimest Magazine, 7:2L
(ay, 1889; Yaldma Herald, April L, 1889,

Barton, "North Yakima,® page 19; Xaldma Herald, rFebruary
1k, 21, 28, March 7, 1889,




For the companies which were organived to develop the irrigation prow
jects of the valley, however, tho situation was different. They undoubtedly
interded to realime substantial profits from their enterprises and therefore
undertoolc them for speculative purposes, but if profits were to be made it
was necessary to get thelr lands into the poaaession of actual gettlers as
soon as poseibles If they purchased land at $1.25 or $2.50 per acre and
sold it at prises varying between $40. and $60 per acre, at least a pert
of the increase was justified by the fact that the latter price included
a perpetual vater right and that the facilities for irrigating the land were
provided. In the long run nest of these companies lost money in their un-
dertalings because they were not a!:gle to make ¥guick profits" from their
investment, and the panic of 1893 made it necessary for them to liquidate
their assets,

The largest single land omning corporation in the Yakima Valley was
the Horthern Parific Railroad which had received a land grant from the
Federal government, In 1883 President WVillard stated that the company ire-
tended to allow purchases of a guarter-section at a minimm prive of £2.60
per acre for cash or §4.00 per acre on time, This was certainly not an
unreasonuble price, tut it of course offered an opportunity for land and
irrigation companies to btuy it for speculative purposes » although Villard
further stated that the company intended "so far as practicable® to limit
- the privilege of such purchases to the aciual Bettle:r.a

In 1839 the Yalkima Canal and Land Comparny was organized to conStruct
a large irrigating canal with laterals, reservoirs, and other works essential
to engage in irrigation on a large scale. Pefore the original surveys were
made the company secured an option on all of the lands of the Horthemrm
Pacific Railroad south of Horth Yakima for a distance of about fifty miles,

Interstate Fublishing Company, Ilustrated History, 175,
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In 1890 the interests of the canal company were enlarged when a largs part
of its stock was taken by the Northern Pacific and the company was reorganized
as the Northern Pacific, Yaldma ¥ Kittitas Irrigation Company, It certain-
1y owned more land in the Yakima Valley than did any other corporation,and
originally the lands which it controlled were offered for sale at forty-
five dollars per acre with perpetual water rights, A payment of one fourth
of the toll purchase price was required at the time the sale was made, and
the balance which bore interest at the rate of seven per cent was due in
three annual installments. As an inducement to have the purchasers actually
placeths land under cultivation the company offered a reduction of five
dollars per acre to all purchasers who would "grub" and plow their land
during the first yoar, Sometime later the purchase price was raised to
fifty-five dollars per acre, and on May 1, 1692, a price of sixty dollars
per acre went into effect. J. H. Thomas, the manager of the company's lands,
reported in December, 1891, that about 10,000 acres had been sold, some of
which lay beyond the completed portion of the main irrigation canal., Walter
N, Granger stated that it was not the intention of the company o retain
possession of the canalg after the country was settled but to dispose of the
shares with the land so that when the land was all sold, the farmers would
own the irrigating system. The company went into receivership following
the panie of 1893 and its interests were acquired in 1900 by the Washington
Irrigation Company, This company reduced the price of land to from #20 to
8UO per acre according to ite quality and modified the terms of payment.
A deduction of $2.50 per acre was allowed for cash, but if the purchaser
wished to buy on easier terms he was allowed to make a down payment of
one-fifth of the purchase price with the balance due in five armual payments,

nothing being required at the end of the first year except the interest.
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Deferred payments drew interest at the rate of six per cent par annum.9

III

One of the most acute probleme which faced the early settlers of the
Yakima Valley was that of transportation: The profits of agriculture, if
such were to be realiged, would be dependent upon the markets and there
were, evenifaﬂg, few agricultural areas which depended wholly upon a local
market to utilize their surpluses. 3ince about 1860 the Oregon Steanm
Navigation Company had conducted a thriving trangportation business on the
Columbia River between Fortland the The Dalles. The latter place was the
nearest commercial center for the settlers of the Yakima Valley but not until
1875 was there even a road between the two places. Trafficebetween The
Dalles and Portland was more expensive than would be expected because of
the falls at the Cascades. It was necessary to unload the boats and to
transport the freight around the obstructions by means of portgges. Before
1880 reilroads had been constructed around the falls in the river both at
the Cascades and at The Dalles, and steamer traffic had been extended to
Wallula. This did not, however, place the residents of the Yakima Valley
in any closer proximity to transportation facilities, and since the entire
Columbia River transportation system was controlled by one caompany, the

10
freight rates were high. 5 o b e e T

Julian Ralph, "Washington, the Lvergreen State," in Harpers lagazine,
851599 (Beptember, 1892); Washington Irrigation Company, Sunnyside Canal,
section titled "Prices of Land and Terms of Paymentf" Yakima Herald,
April 16, October 15, December 10, 1891, ipril 1, 1897,

1o
E. P. Perry, "Heport of the Governor of Washington Territory," 1878,

in the Report of the Secretary of the Interior (45 Congress, 3 sesoion,

House Executive Document no. L, Vol. 1, part 5, serial 1850, Vashington, 1879),
11215 William D, Lyman, History of the Yakima Valley, Washington, Comprising
Yakima, Kittitas and Bentonunties (n. P., 1919), 335, 337.
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In 1882 the Oregon Railway and Havigation Company opened steamer
service on the Columbia River between Celilo, near The Dalles, and Pplest
Rapids northeast of Yakima, It was announced that it was the intention
of thecompany to dispaéch a boat once a month regularly and to increase
the number of trips as soon as the business grew to proportions which would
wayrrant it. This placed available water transportation much closes to the
settlers of both the Yakima dnd Kittitas valleys, bub the service was
evidently discontinued, for in 1883 representatives of the company were
negotiating with citizens of both Yalkima and Ellensburg to recpen this servioe.:'l

Residents of eastern Vashington had hoped that the Northern Pacific
Railroad would be completed and give them a market in the cities of Puget
Sount, but its comstruction had been virtually stopped by the effects of the
panic of 1873 and work was not resumed until 1879, Meanwhile the terrirorial
legislature appealed to Congress for help in the form of an apprepriation of
fifty thousand dollars for the purpose of constructing a wagon road which
would connect Seattle with the Yakima valley. The arguments set forth were

that the Cascade range of mountains divides the territory inlo
western and eastern Washington; that eastern Washington
territory is almost exclusively a grasing and agricultural
counttrys that in the western country the lumbering and
mining industries largely predominate; and that the westemn
is largely dependent upon Oregon and the eastern portion
for its suprly of beef and breadstuffs; that even in the
present undeveloped condition of the western portion, $200,000
in pold is taken anmually from the luget Sound district to the
eastern portion for beef cattle, which sum is expended by the
cattle raiser of the eastern section without this territory
to the great detriment of the western and the whole territory;
that the wheat, breadstuffs and dairy products of eastern
Waghington have to seek a market without this territory to the
great detriment of both sections; that Puget Sound is the safast
and most accessible harbor known and affords facilities mf for
commerce superior to a1y other body of water in the werld; that a
connection of the material interests of the eastorn and
western sections of the territory would insure a rapid increase
of population and wealths . .. The unity and ultimate prosperity
of both sections of the territory require that every means be
fostered to protect and promote the material interests of
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Yalcima Record, April 8, June 10, 1882, April 1R, 1883.
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both sections., 12

Congress did not see fit to grant the appropriation but in 1883 the
project was undertaken wilth private capital. The pr.ojéot was favored by
residents of both Seattle and the Yakima Valley,and a company was organised
with a capital stock of $100,000 dividend into ten thousand shares of ten
dollars each. There alréady existed a road between Seattle ard Falls City
on the west side of the mountains, and another between Yakima and Ellensburg
on the east side; therefore the only part to be constructed lay between
Falls City and Ellensburg, mest of w'méh extended through.a montainous area.
For avery shame.of stock subscribed the company issued sceript with coupoﬁs
that were equal in value to the amount of stock which 'was t.éken. These
couposis were to be accepted for their cash value as tolls on the completed
road. The plan was to construct a first class road and keep it open to
traffic the year round, The road was completed early in the fall of 1883
but the coxﬁpaxv had not succeeded in raising the amount of money which was
required to keep it open during the winter, so that traffic was #alted for
a few months. As soon.as the project was lauched the Oregon'Railm);y an¢t
Navigation Company offered to .again open navigation on the Columbia River
as far as Priemt Rapids, but the offer was not received with much enthusiasm,

Apparently the people werenot satisfied with their own efforts at road
construction, for an appeal was again made to Congress. In dJanuary, 188l,
a bill was introduced providing for the expenditure of a sum of seventy-
. Tive thousand dollars for the construction of a wagon road across the
Snoqualmie Pass of the Cascade Mountains., This bill was read twice before
the House of Representatives, referred to the Commititee on Appropriations,
and was ordered printed, HNo report was made on the bill, however, suv again

12 - - -

This memorial is quoted in: Interstate Publishing Company,
Illustrated History, 160,

13 Yakima Hecord TFeb i )
: February 2L, Harch 31, April 1y, April 21, May 26
December 25, 1803; Kittitas St.anda;d, June 25, Septembéar 15, 22,’D‘chmbe£..
1, 1883, March 22, IBBL

3

13



25

Hothing was gained from the attempt to secure federal support for the
undertaking,lh

Mearmhile t'e work on the Northern Pacific railroad had been resumed
and near the end of theyear 1885 the first train pulled into North Yakima.
During the same year the grading and bridging was completed for its ex~
tension f rom that point to Ellensburg. This immaéiataly‘affected the
development of the country and advantaze was taken of the eastern markets
nov available. It is stated that during the season of 1885, that there were
shipped by rail (between April 1 and Octobrr 1), 27,477 head of cattle, 228
head of hoarse, and 29,823 head of sheep., These went from the Yakime Valley
to liontana and Chicago. By 1887 the Cascade branch of the railroad had been
completed to Tacoma and tre inhabitents of the Yaldma Valley had the means
to trénsport their surpluses to convenienb markets. This branch of the
railroad also increased the importance of the cities of Puget Sound as
market centers, for when they had direct railroad connections with the
East they began to develop very rapidly.

The agricultural development of the Yakime Valley increased with great
rapidity from that time. Reference has already been made to the "boomr"
in land values around the tewn of Horth Yakima within the next couple of years,
It iz interesting, also to note that A, J., Splawn fixed 1887 as the time
when the business of stockraising began to conftract rapidly, The railroad
of course made it possible for prospective settlers to enter the valley
on a direct line of transportation, whereas Yakima had formerly been off
the generally traveled route. The influx of population is noted by the fact
that in 188L Morth Yakima did not exist, but by 1890 it had a population of
close to thres thousand if the word of the census enumerator may be accepted, 15

- Yaekima Record, Feb, 2, 18047 KiftItas sfandard, Feb., 2, 188k,
15 Interstate Publishing Company, Illustrated History,178; Semple, "Report
of the Governor," 1887, p. 935; Viatson C. Squire, "Report of the Governor,"
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The completion of the railroad through the Yakima Valley to Pufget
Sound did not end the tPansportation problems of the settlers, however. The
Northern Pacific held undisputed possession of the transportation facilities
of the valley until after 1900 when the Union Pacific was successful in
completing a branch line into the valley, As a result of this monopoly
freight rates remained hight; although they were of course a great deal
less than they had been when the settlers were dependent upon the (plumbia
River route, There was complaint that the farmers of the Yakima Valley
could not compete in the Tacoma and Seattle markets with the products from
the Williamette Valley and nobthern California, because, since those points
could take advantage of water transportation, the freight was much less than
from the Yakima Valley. For example, it was reported that the freight on a
carload of watermelons from Horth Yakime to Tacomn was sixty dollars, whereas
it was only ten dollars from Lodi s California. It appears, however, that the
commission men showed a preference for the Yakima Valley products when they
were available, and they with other organizations (such as the Hortlw~stern
Fruit Grower's issociation) used their influence to secure more favorable
rates. In fugust, 1891, a special rate was given on grain, potatoes, onions 5
and flour if shipmentis weré made in ecarload lots; a year later a forty per
cent reduction was granted on fruits and veg’etablgas tb all coast pointss
and in 169l and 1899 other reductions were made affecting most of the products
vhich the valley exported. In the meantime the Northern Pacific improved
the service and offered an opportunity for new ‘markets in the East, This
was done by utilising the east bound box and refrigerator cars i‘o_zj shipping
Vashington fruits and vegetables (particularly apples and bota‘boes) to points
in Montana, Dakota, and Mimmesota where fhey found a ready max-ket.m
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1885, in the Re[%rt of the Secretary of the Interior ( L9 Congresa, 1 Session,

liouse Executive Document no. 1, vol. 2, serial 2379, Washington, 1886), 1868;
Yaldima Herald, September 27, m 1889, July 10, 1890

% Yaicme Herald, August 15, 1889, August 13, 1891, March 3, Bugust 25
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A principal requirement for the development of agriculture was a
population large enough aid with sufficient eapital to develop the latent
résources which were available in the form of a rich soil, The white
population of the entire Yakima County was only 2,811 in 1880.17 It may ve
safely assumed that most of the people were domiciled within the various
valleys which made the Yalrima system, but it st is evident that such a small
population could do little more than scratch the surface of the agricultural
possibilities which were present, Desides the factors which have already
been mentioned as tending to retard the agricultural development of this
valley, the very nature of the country was against its attracting a pop~
ulation of much size. Immigrants wanted to be sure trat the land could be
made to produce before they were willing to settle there permanently. As
the irrigation projects were expended during the 1880's and 189018 so that
they could see for themselves the possibilities of the soil, people were
willing to break the ties which bound them to their former homes and to
settle permanently in the Yakima Valley,

Some of the earlier settlers were alert to the need for a larger pop—
ulation, Since most of the immigrants reached the "Inland Empire" by way
of Port’.!.anr:l‘.;:LB Yakima was at a disadvantage in receiving what was considered
her fair quota. Consequently, in Jamary, 1881, the editor of the Record
proposed the organization of a Labor Luployment Committee by the people
of Yakima County for the purpose of sending agents to The Dalles where
‘they would meet the incoming ilmmigrants and endeavor to persuade them to
settle in the Yakima Valley. It would also be the duty of this committee

to prepare and distribute printed circulars containing "faithful' and

1892, June 1L, July 12, April L, 1895, March 2, August 22, 1839,
For state legislation which was passed during this period to regulate
railroad freight rates, see Appendix III,

17 Appendix I, Table ix
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accurate information" concerning the country, Apparently nothing came of
the proposal, but it serves to illustrate the fact that a need was realized.19

Although the number of perscn who came to the region may not have been
a8 larpe as seemed desirable to the Yakima inhabitants, there was a steady
increase in the population of the valley between 1880 and 1890, During the
spring and sumner months the Record made frequent references to the fact
that newcomers were arriving. Many ofthem, it is true, passed through
Yalcima and probably contimued on to the Kittitas Valley since there was during
that time considerable mining activity near Ellensburg. By 1890, however,
the population of Yakima County had increased to l,l29, a figure which showed
& substantial gain.20 The bulk of this population had come 'as permanent
settlers. The Portland office of the Bupeau of Inmigration for Oregon and
Washington reported that during Harch 1882, about eighty per cent of the
white steerage passengers who had arrived in that city were actual settlers
who brought between five hundred and one thoughind dollars in cash per family.
They had come principally from California, .Kaz;sej,s s Yebrasia, H':Lnnesﬁta,
I1linols, Michigan, 4nd Texas, and the proportions from eash state mere in
the order named. Many of them wént into the Yakima Oountry:.n

18 - i
The term "Inland Empire" was applied to the regilons of Oregon and
Washingten which lay east of the Cascade Mountains,

17

!aldma'ﬁe_cgrd, April 29, 1882,

20 pppendix I, Table ix. The actual gain for the Yaldms valley was larger
than this figure indicates, aince in 1880 a part of the population of the county
resided in the Kittitas valley, The latter was no longer a part of Yalkima
County in 1890,

21 : .
Yakima Record, May 22, June 26, July 17, sugust 21, October 30,1880
March l, 18, . ABHI‘I‘;';, 29,,Au;;tist. 5 25, Septem'gar 16, 1885. ? :
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Betweon 1890 and 1900 a more organized effort was made to induce setilers
to move into the region and settle. This was largely in the hands of the
Northern Pacific Reilroad Company, the Irrigation companies, and the North
Commercial Club, These agencies printed and distributed literature among
farmers of California, the Dakotas, Minnesota, Kichigandand other eastern
statess and qg-nts were sent to try to-interest colonies of farmers to come
to settle upon the lands of the Yakima Valley. These efforts were successful
fo some degres, and had the panic of 1890 not interfered with them it is
probable that they would have met with greater successthan they did. The
railroad had of éourse made the region readily accesslble, and frequently
the railrcad immigration &gents arranged for excursions of prospective
settlers to come int-o the valley to mke a preliminary study of its conditions.
Several of the agents were credited with having been responsible for persuad-
ing various groups of settlers tocome to the valleyvhere they settled perman-
ently. In 1899 G, H. HeKinney (who seems to have been one of the most
aggressive of the ilmmigration agents for the Horth Yakima Commercial Club)
reported that he had been instrumental in sexﬁing a thousand settlers into
Yakima during the previous twelve-month period. Among the people who seem
to have been most influenced by these activities were Hollanders, Frendh, and
Dunkards. These came ingroups and planted colenies in several places in the

Between 1880 and 1690 the population of the Yakima Valley did not show
nearly as large a proportionate increase as did that for the state as a whole,
but in the following decade the population in the valley increased 203.99%
whereas that of the entire state showed a gain of bul 76.90%. The Yakima
country was evidently one of the most attractive regions to setilers during
that period. The character of the population during the entire period, 18801900,
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changed but little, In 1880, 87.37% of the people were native born; in 1890,
85.66%3 and in 1900, 89.L%. Of those who were fordgn born the largest number
were from the United Kingdom, Camada, and the German Empire. The total
population of the walley at the close of the 19th centruy was over thirteen
thousand, a figure vhichwas almost six times as large as it had been in 1880,
and it was very significant for the future developmeni of the ﬁlley.23

It is safe to say that by the beginning of the twentieth centwry the
factors which had acted to retard the development of agriculture in the
Yakima Valley had been prettywell overcome. Cattle raising was no longer
m a competitive industry; land could be secured in quantities best suited
to the type of agriculiture which was practised; irrigation systems were
esdabiished to provide the necessary water for the agricultural industry;
an ever improving transportation system together with nearby markets in
cities whose population was rapdidly increasing, mst the demands of the
people for a means to dispose of thelr surplus products; and the population
was large enough to make agriculture a profitable industry, a fact which
would Influence other people to choose the Yakima country for their homes.
The future seemed to prowisedthe complete development of the agricultural
possibilities which lay before the people of the ¥alkima Valley,

TR A G W O S ST BE W WS e e anan

Judging from the c haracter of the population as reported by the Census

Office, most of the Holanders and French who settled in the Val ley must have
been American born. See Appendix I, Tahle ix,

Appendix I, Table ix,
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Between 1880 and 1890 the population of the Yakima Valley
did not show mearly as large a proportionate inerease as did
that for the stéte as a whole, but in the following decade the
population in the valley increased 203.99% whereas that of the
entire state showed a gain of but 764904, The Yakima country was
evidently one of the most attractive regions to settlers during
that period. The character of the population during the entire
period, 1880~-~1900, changed but little. 1In 1880 87,37% of the
peoble were native born; in 1890, 85.66%; and in 1g00, 89.4%.
Of those who were foraign barn the largest number were from the
United Kingdom, Canada, and the %erman Empire. The total population
of the valley at the close of the 19th century was over thirtesen
thousand, a figure which was almost six times as large as it lm d been
in 1880, and 1t was very significant for the future development
of the vallefy.z5

It is safe to say that by the beginning of t he twentieth
century the factors which had acted to retard the development
of agriculture in the Yakima Valley had been pretty well over«
comee Cattle raising was no longer a competitive Industry;
land co.ld be secured in quantities best suited to the type of
agriculture which was practised; irrigation systems were estab-
lished to provide the necessary water for the agricﬁltural ine-
dustry; an ever improvihg transpar tation system together with
near by markets in clties whosse population was rapidly increas-
ing, met the demamis of the people for a means to dispose of

23 -
Appendix I, ‘able i1x,
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their surplus products; and the population was large enough to

make agriculture a profitable industry, a fact which would in-
fluence other people to choose the Yakima country for their homes,
The futwe seemed to promise the complete development of the
agricultural possibilities which lay before the people of the Yakima

Valley.





