THE WANAPULS aND PRIEST RAPIDS

4 Temnant band of a most unusual Northwest indian group, the Wanapums,
conti ue to live along the Columbia Hiver. Their homes are at rriest
Rapids, one of the oldest place names in the st.te of Washington. Eight-
teen miles upstream is Wanapum Dam, the second of a multi-damworks of
the Priest Sapids Project. Wanapuw Dam was pamed by the bullders, the
Public Utiiity District No. 2 of Grant County in recognition of these
American Indians who hgve perpetuated thelr ancient culture into the gen-
erationoéf hydroélectric power development, atomic force and space missléss
in the purest form of an aboriginal culture.

Their name is derived from Wana, meani.g River, and rum, the locative
for people.

ihey were religious and Creator fearing, tle se Wanapums who .lved along
the eleven mile milirace offfiuriously turbulent water alternating with
stretches of deep-flowing tranguil water in this section of the Hid-
Columbia., Along here fur traders and voyageurs, missionaries,stockmen and
jand settlers successively traveled in their day, laboriously playing
their individual roles in building the great racific Northwest. Yet whilie
all this and more was trenspiring, and also the Indian wars, they were
. a .eaceful people, living in lsolation, sustained by thelr faith, and
keeping alive their legends and other knowledges of ancient and nistoric
customs. And many of these customs indicated a culture descending from
paleo-Indian times.

ihe naming of Wanapum Dam perpetuates a name long cherished by the
1ittle Indian group whose once numerous forbearers could have sent many
warriors against intruders. fheir nature,however, was to live alone and
let alone. Yet they wére friendly and hos.itable to those who found them.
They were brought up to look upon food and all other necessities,
of which water was the first because it was a part of the body, to

share with their fellow man.



They regarded the earth as not only their home but their mother,
who was not to be bartered or sold.

ihe naming of downstre.m rriest Rapids Dam by the PUD also .erpetuates
an historic place name, allowl..g 1t_tolliv§_on although the famous rapids
are no more.

No other hydroelectric dam along the long stretch of the Columbia
River bears the name of a people who in years lung beyond the sunset,
and extending far beyond the written record of man, lived along the Coluwbia,
subsisting upon salmon and eels and other food in the stream and food rocts
dug from the hillsides, where higher up, berries grewv.

Anthropologists and ethnologists utilize linguistics in attempting to
classify tribes and bands of the original inhabitants of the Pacifi?
Northwest and to set up boundaries between people who erected no b.rriers
with their fellowmen in ancient days. So the picture 1s not always clear

nor can it now ever likely be proven accurate because therehabas been too
much intermingling for so many years. ihe Wanapums were protected from
much of this by the very isolation of the region in which they lived.

Even by the time of the explorers, Lewis and Clark, and before the
first fur traders and voyageurs passed along the pathway of migration,
unknown numbers of bands and tribes had become extinect. +his was also
true with some languages and dialects. So rapidly has this come about that
even within five recent years sowe Indians who were the only ones who
knew their tribe's or band's tongue have died. And even this year, 1966,

the last of the Cascades, Hood ~hiver or Dog River Indian, who alone
knows that language, is too 1l1ll and infirm to provide interviews which
would preserve the language.

The language of a people is reco.nized as one cultural guidepost,

ldentifying a race.



Linguistically the Wanapums were of the Sahaptin stock.

Of the same stock, also, .ere the Nez Perce to the south and east,
the Palouse, whose blood lines were intermixed strungly in Wanapum
territory; and also the 14 tribes and bands which became the Confederated
Yakima Indian Nation at the Treaty Council of Walla Walla in 1855.

lhere was also a distinct Palouse language, nov virtually extinct and
known perhaps by two men, although portions of the Palouise language
have been recorded. ‘here is a Nez Perce language as well as various dia.
lects, and Yakima, Klickitat and various other languages and dlalects
throughout the Yakima country, far south and east of rriest Rapids.

Generally,however, people throughout this wide Central wWashington
reglion could understand one another, although the speech has been modified.
Another linguistic stock existed and exists north of Vantage in the

Colville country. It is the Salish. lhere was also the Coast Salish,
allied by linguistic stock to the Interior Salish. This linguistic stock
extended eastward to Spokane and further east into Montana and the Flat~
head country.

Downstream or on the Lower Columbia River from the Sahaptin linguistic
stock peoples just below The Dalles and westwardly to the mouth of the
river, a third linguistic stock existed. 1his was the Chinookan.

Linguists are able to determine much 8f the age and culture of a people
by the number of words in a vocublary. By this guideline the Wanapums
are high on an intellectual scale and of an old culture. Their vocublarly
contains more words than a high school graduate can normally list if
given a pencil and paper.

ihe Priest Rapids, in the Mid-Columbia region of the wanapum
home, before the dams were built, were in reality a series of seven
rapids. lhey began below Vantage and continued downstream with interruptions
of quiet flows until reaching the foot, where Priest Bapids Dam is

now located.
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i remnant band of a most unusual Northwest Indian group, the Wanapums,
contiiue to live along the Columbia River. Their homes are at Priest
Rapids, one of the oldest place names in the st.te of Washington. Eight=-
teen miles upstream is Wanapum Dam, the second of a multi-damworks of
the Priest Rapids Project. Wanapum Dam was named by the builders, the
Public Utility District No. 2 of Grant County in reecognition of these
American Indians who hgve perpetuated their ancient culture into the gen-
erationoff hydroelectric power development, atomic force and space missites
in the purest form of an aboriginal culture.
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the eleven mile millrace offfiuriously turbulent water alternating with
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Columbia. Along here fur traders and voyageurs, missionaries,stockmen and
land settlers successively traveled in their day, laboriously playing
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all this and more was transpiring, and also the Indian wars, they were
a peaceful people, living in isolation, sustained by thelr faith, and
keeping alive their legends and other knowledges of ancient and historiec
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little Indian group whose once numerous forbearers could have sent many
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They were brought up to look upon food and all other necessities,
of which water was the first because it was a part of the body, to

share with their fellow man.
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the last of the Cascades, Hood wiver or Dog River Indian, who alone
knows that language, is too 1ill and infirm to provide interviews which
would preserve thne language.
ile language of a people is reco_nized as one cultural guidepost,

identifying a race.



Linguistically the wWanapums were of the Sahaptin stock.

Of the same stock, also, .ere the Nez Perce to the south and east,
the Palouse, whose blood lines were intermixed strungly in Wanapum
territory; and also the 14 tribes and bands which became the Confederated
Yakima Indian Nation at the Treaty Council of Walla Walla in 1855.
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known perhaps by two men, although portions of the rfalouise language
have been recorded. ihere is a Nez FPerce language as well as various dia.
lects, and Yakima, Klickitat and various other langusges and dialects
throughout the Yakima country, far south and east of rriest Rapids.
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Another linguistic stock existed and exists north of Vantage in the

CLoiville country. It is the Salish. ihere was also the Coast Salish,
allied by linguistic stock to the Interior salish. This linguistic stock
extended eastward to Spokane and further east into Montana and the Flat-
head country.

Downstream or on the Lower Columbia River from the Sahaptin linguistic
stock peoples Jjust below The Dalles and westwardly to the mouth of the
river, a third linguistic stock existed. ihis was the Chinoockan.

Linguists are able to determine much 8f the age and culture of a people
by the number of words in a vocublary. By this guideline the Wanapums
are high on an intellectual scale and of an old culture. Their vocublarly
contains more words than a high school graduate can normally list if
given a pencil and paper.

*he Priest Rapids, in the Mid-Columbia region of the wWanapum
home, before the dams were built, were in reality a series of seven
rapids. lhey began below Vantage and continued downstream with interruptions
of quiet flows until reaching the foot, where riest Bapids Dam is
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(In eTHe® instances there was much comingling of blood lines, the
result of marriages occurring during the ceaseless. an&=un§§§$ﬁg

food quests throughout the Columbia Pasin and plateau region.
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ewis anu Clark, descended the Snake River

REEESTR-Ite Columbia on Oct. 16,1805.
ThelrEcamp wagﬁgiggﬁz;d(flreg_piﬂgitzn ween a chief from an Indian
camp gguarter of @ mile up the Col ana Oﬁ‘ég;?tén procession;,

beating drums, 3 ng.'?gsy 1str1buted presents tczzhaa,g1V1ng
the principal chef a large medal, s“lftﬁgnd handke;chiefifanﬂ smaller medal

Wtz proreXoa Lo
48 [N second chnief, and te~tBU a third who came down from some of

the upper villagébufjﬁ”%ﬁé%T;medal and a handkerchid. .

@1 @ Oct. 17 Lewis wrote:

(flha_nation among which we now are call themselves
Sokulks; and with them are united a few of another nation, who reside
on a western branchk emptying itself into the Columbia & few m_les
above the mouth of the latte: rivefl, and whose name is Chimnapum.
lhe language of both these nat 1ons, of each of which we obtained a
vocabulary, differs but little from each other, or from that of the
Choppunish (Nez Perce) ...

"Ihe houses of the Sﬁkulks are made of large mats ¢f rushes and are
generally of a square or oblong form, varying in length from
fifteen to sixty feet , and supported in the inside by poles
or forks about six feet high; the to is covered with mats,
leaving a space of twelve or fifteen inches the whole length of the
house for the purpose of admitting the light and suffering smoke
to pass through, the roof is upipélat, which seems to indicate

Egﬁfrains are not common 1in this open country, and the house is not
divided [nto apartments, the fire being in the middle of the large

room, and immediately under the hole in the roof; the rooms arc

A0raet®6d ornamented with their nets, gi#ey and other fishing tackle

as well as the bow for each inhabitant, and a large quiver of arrows, which

are headed wi.th flint stones[i?na flat roof type mat lod.es were ﬁ«~1ffi?
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W
lguring tnat day Captain Clark , travelling by canve, ascended

the river f{dgaECHTARS y bassing scgaffolds hung full of split and drying fish.
“rom an island he could see the entrance of a river from the west
(Yakima)

into the Columbia. iie called this the Iggd lapteal, but as evening
was approaching he returned to camp’l

L/Qn Friday morning they obgii?e ﬁ?%ﬁ,:fhﬁ‘fﬁfifiﬁaiqfﬂfiﬁzfgﬁﬁélk44%)
one of the Cuimnapum nation\a skétch of the Columbia, and the tribes of his
nation living along its banks and those of the lapteet. They drew
it with a piece of coal on a robe, and as we afterwards transferred
to paper, it exnibited a valugble specimen of Indian delineation.?)

lhe map shows the Sokulk nation of 3,000 persons. Upstream is PiCLured
the Wah-na-achee river and at its entrance into the Columbia
the Cuts sagh nim nation.

W 2 {1 Je
lhe Sel,rlar river and nochtoch river are shown upstream on

the"Tapteat" or Yakimg Bi;:;.
§€<g§§Cried the Sokulk women{"being more imnclined to coruplency than
any we have €@yet seen; their stature is low, their faces
broad, and their heads flattened in such a manner that the
7 nshood. ' pase
is in a straight line from the%;se’fb the crown of the
head their eyes are a dirty sable, their hair, too is coarse and
black, and braided as above without ornament of any Iap kind..lqiﬁ/%okulk
females have no other covering but a truss or piece of leather tied
round the hips and thern drawn tight between the legs. The ornaments
ubual(y worn by both se.es are large blue or white beads, either fbndent fro-m
their ears, or round the necks, wrists and arms, they have likewise bracelets

of brass , copper and horn, and sowe trinkets of siells, fish bones, and

BE=EEBB6 curious feathers 54
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o, d
The men he described\?? being dressed mucn like the XB®
Chopunnish or Nez rerce. ..'"the wen wearing a robe of deer or
antelope skin, under which a few of them hgve a short leathern

shirt. lhe most @&l striking difference is among the females.

ig /0 fed Jradel $y2e,)
(#"lexander Ross inm)Firsi Settlers on the Oregon, wrote of

the history of the Fjeific Fur Company, the first commercial
association established on the waters of the "Oregon or Columbia
Rivef."
He traced thg history from €®8 its beginning in 1810,
to the successor rival, the astor compa.y in 1813, which
in turp @ Treplaced by the North West Company and until
that coumpany was "overthrown" by the Hudson's Bay Company in 1821.
L?wo partners in the North West Coupany,crossed the

continent from the atlantic to the Pagcific. (fhey were Simon Fraser and

[3elievivg
John Stuartg{ﬁﬂé:sngggsxﬂéfthe Fraserd%iver to be the Co{umbié*gJ?}
Sle Jranan o (afle
descenm W seacoast in the spring of 1808.

ﬂﬁe chief depot of the company was Fort William on Lake Sugerior'Tlmﬂ
Cetad “Po AITUR Wrend 4 \ . ’
[In these years of semetimes frantic explor§tion;k§%F%g;rting

W 6"7‘
the unknown wilderness of _ inlan Northwest)the PE= - = e
WDSWWL " -—-—_-ﬁ-‘_‘:—‘_ﬁ‘i-;‘i‘-.:,*_' 4 Ci,, Ll inns
of—land poscession Was) I EETEE el bates.

in the interior! /e th tantan jrmh terdln Lea oAt
{&s early as 1579 , the $ngl,

was in Pgcific Coast waters.

sh captain, Sir. Francis Drake

brides—pidiaedns the Spanish possessions
j e o v‘/Ai; }uQ, g,

HETts Peru,¢£;=ﬁaaamp$ashmcat

gen Elizgbeth . B&D He s§3§3§3§§;;h ‘

e Oregon coast.

of Cbili; Upeidn L Gus temala and

N
as fé?jE%E%E; 43d degree, or

Three years later a Spani rd, Francis Gali, s@@ en route home from
Manila afigti m,ge a reco noisane of the Coast as far north

as the 57th degree of latitudd or Queen Charlotte's Island.



Juan de Fuca sailed as far north as the 38th degree in 1592 and entered

L atons bpsra e Loz Curwpte Lol
a straight which gaﬁﬂaig:hégffhis nane., ﬁuf ha;za%ausﬁd“éo the open
$

sea ,when a%tacked by Indians.

Spain dominated most of the expiorations, constantly probing into
Northwestern waters@@n;;iaiﬁz;agd ?here were were moire of E%%Ef i*”Lﬂ“iq“b
than is commonly realized. Eﬁiﬁiﬁ 1778 Captain Cook, an English
nagvigator landed on the Oregon coast near the L42nd degree of
latitude.Storms drove him southward but l@8d when they abated.3¥?/ éov12
contiiued north gad-to the 48th degree and discovered
the entrance of the straight of Juan de Fuca which he named Cape
Flattery. Proceeding Ngrthward beyond the 49th degree he anchored
in a harbor later called Nootka Sound. ‘the Indians there, he found
were familiar with non#indians, even thenzxagg‘éz Fritish station was
established at Nootka in 1780.

7here were others, nearly as famous as Cook, Lieut John Meares, an
Englishmen, 1788; Don Bruno de Haceta ¢ y Bon Ignatius Astiago,
both of Spain

lwo American ships, the Columbia and Washifgton were in

the Northwest 88 in 1799 wuile English and the S,aniards were
eng.ged in controversy OY?? possession.

Capt. Gray, in 1790, b?eeeééed to China and then returned to the
East Coast. He\isﬁ%ﬁt from Boston again on Sept . 27,1790
and reached the north coast in May of 1791. He was proceeding north
to Nootka when he discovered an opening at latitude 46 degrees, 16
minutes. lhis subsequently led him to return and eventually to

the discovery of the mouth of the Columbia River,



It was i60tBesetHOdeatadubasa dd not long OdfaPeothesa after
Lesgno? S
these d@8HEO “Indecisive at Lewis and/[lark came overland y
exploring downstream to the mouth of the Colymbia, wQ@e88d ~hich,

combined with the Louisiana Purchase, gave fhe United States g5 great

possessioqﬂ&%iF%EE=$£§§3=‘*6

(Thomas Jefferson, who had just ass

ed office as President
in 1801 learned that 8pain had 8 ceded ulsiana to France.
Jefferson went about establishing an indfan and land policy
to forestall British activities in the/ Northwest?q:ls private secretary

DRGOL6aBcPaaMBavadd in 1802 was Meriwekher Lewis, who 1like J=fferson

and
shared an interest in the Wesf\\a/ﬁ/ét st of the @ BRritish.
7 i GxaLotatio
lans for the(exploration were madef secretly .

1jhe ceremony, transferring the vast.{érritory embaaced in the

Louisiana Purchase, acquired for $15_hillion was held Dec. 2,,1802.

.
‘%ttlsh traders were mov1ng westwardgjalong the Missouri Hiver with
Union Jack flags, aﬁﬁﬁﬁfgirlbutlng

but Jeffersonwnﬂ&:iaaﬁzzgsad with c”ans for the exploring expedition,

ging George medals to Indians,

changing them so that the governm{:t could commence commerce with
the Indians.

lg_Jefferson Peace Medal was dast in Philgdelphia to be distributed

to 1Indian chiefs and le@ head;men.gg%Caat. Lewis went to Ohio,
tEgEE to meet his old frlendeleut. William Clark , who he insis ted by

named a co-captain and they ént to St. Louis. lhe expedition gzt gl do

undsr=g®y in May, 1804,

11/




Ol\e,(wzi«-;—»—a
[jhe prgective of glvingémedalsggrig'na7hd in l789¥'ﬁhe first

medal beingzgig ye.r Wgshi gton was i augurated F}e51dent Others
exceptlngn-1111am/7arr1son

followed with each presidentq@uutﬂnr uedals were called

Presidential fﬁedals

ZLewis and Qark carried two tybes, the Jefferson redal and the

Washington >e=ssn lhedal. The def?erson medal was made in three
; _t6 b ey vl fonemze,

® consisted of two 81desbe silver,

j



ihere is only'ﬁggizgézgt of the early sea explorations recited to
show there were many contacts with the Coast Indians, and that
trade was established thke=e by literally scores of ABFEXERF—oaX
visitors.

Lewis and Clark found evidence of this among Indians on the Lower

Columbia phi also found a friendly reception

p:- ¢
frou those%they met at the jof&eidgnd confluence of the sSnake fiver

with the Columbia. This was in marked contrast to fé@es= few years later
e AT —ondhies 20 ownf oy Ao

; = 2
<with Indians assembled Lower on the COLumbia.H\*éggﬁag%ﬁ'always glad to

pass from the area where tributes were 18888 levied by angry,demanding

H—O—V o
Indians, to the Middle Columbia wHEET® “¥Yhey wergépeacefully received

and warmly welcomed, and nothing was asked from them, kit~ &45 o bat
the Colamtbrion 4

It was also evident that during tne few years succeeding the
Lewis and Clark Exploration Priest Rapids rewained @& isolatedzagﬁ
Xxriuax \end was-umknowh—eXsept—3;3—the People at the Junetion of-S08
ﬂHb4daak2ﬁhad'fﬁEwr?ﬂxU&éhavzeliﬂiﬁuﬁmv.(chmmunication was not easy
between the expdorers and the Indians and it is remarkable that
as much was learned and so accurately, as was the case.

In the days of decision, Dyvid ‘hompson, who was born in
London and came to America in 1789 ( enﬁzﬂsgﬁgaihe employe of the
Hudson's Bay Company, was destined to play a role 1in Priest Rapids
histcry, and 4merican history.

m&‘m Ae dd‘wﬁff
‘%{ﬁe?ﬁﬁ‘e‘&’23 years to the/fur trade/ Ry the Norfesst,out lhompson

had a greater interest ;n geographical mattergéﬁéé’gecame one of

the greatest surveys and geographers in America.
“#hompson found inis way down the Columbia in b8kex 1811,
and passed through Priest Hapidi;lsz‘

le e d ek
thoEsson M to Astoriay.gmd Then on July 22,1611,\W

back up the stream.—Mm Ao alinw Yo &"""’J’a"ﬂ




lé}exander‘ﬁoss;aﬁ# who had b en a member of Astor's Facific Company
until he joined the Northwest group gt the ti e of the Astor sale

Lot Yy g st fon o fine Aot A
to the Northwest in 1812, left astoria fellowamg—msmeson up the

4 feorrvaod <Rt o bt G <
. Columbia, t~WA /=y : A—7 ol

7 eert—
E On Aug. 14,1811, Eiﬁé%gg;;;uﬁ;reaching the junction of the Snake with
s

s
the Columbia,Ehe*ﬁ;;te:

'y

Lj;,.what did we“!égﬁ;aving trium@ﬁantly in the air at the confluence of
the two greut branches (the Columbia and Sngke) but a British flag
hoisted in the middle of the Indian camp, Pé}anted there by
Mr. fﬁompson as he passed, with a written paper laying claim to the
country north of the forks as British territory. lhis edict interdicted
the subjects of other states from trading north of the station."

(W
Z?he Indians tried to imfmamee the #oss party, intent on establishing

Z-‘—;J H /_!Lf()'u.cul()
a grading post at Okanogan, from conthnuing nurthégidwﬂﬂﬁwto,dnducg_

them to go up the Snake where&hey indicated lhompson had no objections
t&%ﬁimg. R AOSTWEGte: o M’TL'{Q se doh oms (K395 (ioﬂ..ﬁef(
(f?..qzhe opposition of the Indians on the present uccasion suggested

~gb6- to our winds two things; that Mr Thompson's moi.ive for leaving us at
the time he did was to turn the natives against us as we went along , with
the view of preventing us from getting farther to the north, where

the North West Cgmpany had posts of their own; and secondly

that the tribes about the forks would prefer our going to the South
“ranch (the Snake) because then we would be .n the midst of themselves,.."

Z:?he only European articles seen here with the
Indians, and withshhizsh/they seemed perfectly contented, were guns, and here
and there a kettle or a knife..."
"eo.0p the 16th (August) we left the forks and proceeded up

the north branch...8t4bout twelve mi.es up, a small river enters on the
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"On the seventeenth we were &0 paddling along at daylight...
on the 18th we reache#ihe end of the marl hills...Just at this plice
the river makes a bend right south for about ten miles when a high and
rugged hill confines it on our left...
[ " ...Here ancamped for the night)tﬁ_ large concourse of
I;g;;ns met us and after several friendly harangues,
commenced the usual ceremony of smoking the pipe of peuce, after which they
bassed the night in dancing and singing .
Cﬂﬁge¥3erson who stood foremost in aLl these introductory
ceremonies was a tall, meager, middleQaged Indian who attached
himself very closely to us from the first moment we saw him. He was called
Haqui-laugh , which signifies doctor,o?zather priest, and as this personage
will be frequently mentioned in the sequel of our descrfgfgg him.
We named the place XPriest's Rap.ds, 4 fter him.
6888 (Some versions of the Ross Journal spells it Priest Rapids)
Hpgego
<%dmond S. Meany, who used the original version, writes on P.232
of Ori_in of Washi gton Geographic Names, University of Washington
1932,
"Alexander foss of the astoria Party, 1811 'We named the
Pzlace Priest Rapids after him (referring to the doctor or priest).
"The name was charted by David Fhowpson and appears in writings of early
travelers as well as on recent mEEEl maszL)
Z:?hus, the name of the historic Priest HRapids was given on
August 18,1811.
Ross continued
"...From the Priest's Rapid in a direct line 10 the mouth of
the Umalallow @8 (Umatilla) the distance is very short,owing to the

great bend of the river between the two Plgces.
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%?he Priest 's haPid is more than a mile in length, and is a
daﬂgerous and intricate part of the navigation. “he south side,
@® although full of rocks and small channels, through which the water
rushes with great violence, 1is the best to aGfsB#dd ascend.

"On the niMeteenth, early in the morning, we started, but found

the channel so frequently obstructed with rocks, whirlpools, and
eddic=s, that we had much difficulty in making anf\ﬁttﬂgyu %rossing two
small portages, we at length, however, resched the head of it
and there encamped for the night, after a very haru & day's
labor under a burning sun.

"The ground here is @verywhere full,covered with flat stones,
and where?er these stones lie, and iudeed elsewhere, the
rattiesnakes are very numerous. At times they may be heard
hissing all around, éythat we had to&eep a lookuut to avoid
freading on tiem,but the natives appear to have no dread of them. .As soon
as one appears,the Indians fix its head to the ground with a small
forked stick round the neck, then extracting the fang or poiscnous part,
they take the reptile into their hands, put it into their bosoms, play
with it, and let it go. When anyone is bitten by them the Indians tie
a ligature above the wounded part, scarify it, and thea\gggizg certain
herb to the wound, which they say effectually cures it.

"Un the twentieth we left the rriest 's Rapids and proceeded,

M against a strong Qﬁb ripply current and some rapids for
ten miles, when we reached two lofty and GeESE@&i conspicuous
bluffs, situate directly opp.site to each other like
vhe piers of a gigantic gate .é%entinel Euttes> Here we
stayed for the night on gome rocks infested with innumerable
rattlesnakes, whlch caused us not a 1little uneasiness during the

ni ght °





