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ONE-HUNDRFD YFARS OF HERITAGE

A heritage born one-hundred years ago when the treaty makers assembled
in a cottonwood grove at Walla Walla 1s a precious possession of the Yakim

They had one heritage so old that no one knows when 't was born. It was \
a heritage of a religion that recognized a Creator who gave 1ife to the \\\
Earth and its possessions,

The Breaty of 1855 has matured into a heritage for those living and yet
unborn,

The wise old chiefs,with a power borm only to gifted leaders, realized
that the future 1life must change for thelr people when theyunwanted treaty
was thiust upon them. 1t was ratified by the Senate, the preﬁ;ident
proclaimed 1ts existence and 1t bccame the law, CGrandfathers clinginz to
the old ways, and the young people struggling to learn the new, held it |
in solemn and highest respect.

?he wrltten history of all tribes commenced with the advent of the
Euwropeans in North America. Of the earllier, the Pre-Columbian. era, only
fragmentary tales survive the dim mists of the unrecoverable years. “o
the Indian story became the very hi tory of America through continuing
episodes, It was that way in the “akime Valley.

The Europeans found the original inhabitants possessed tribal gove rnments
and were self sustaining. Many conceptions of a Crestor flowed f rom their
worships, They had a falth that death 1s not the end. It was not unsimilar .
to the bellef In human haarfs today wherever there are men free to worship,
It wis a falth intermixed so deeply with nature that it has never been
uprooted,

“hen tregaty making first began the occupants were peaceful until the
westwardly migraetion changed the tribes into flerce aggressors,fighting

to preserve their homes., *he Yalima, being human, were no different,

g B
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All this had a beginning.

As early as the Revolutionary VYar provincial assemblles considered Indian
afféirs and the Bontinental Congress appointed a committee to "secure
and preserve the friendship of the Indian Nations." Three depaftments of
‘ndian affairs were created and men with no less abllity then ?enjgmin
Franklin and Patrick Henry were members.,

in 1608 the London Virginia Company instructdd its colonists :"In all
your passage you must have great care not to offend the naturalseee"

A4nd when Harvard Uollege was charted in 1650 it was for "education of ye
English and +ndian youths of this country in knowledge and CGodlyness."

Although the *reaty with the Yakima Yation 1is just 100 years old, the
first formal treaty In thls country was with the Delawares, 177 years ago,

Comnissioners were appointed in 1783 to treat with Indian nations and
the system persisted until 1869 with the result that 360 treaties were
ﬁhde before Congress terminated the power in 1871, substituting a
“wardship" policy. Reserv:tions were cre:ted by emecutive order, authority
of Congress and by treaty or agreement, They bccame small dﬁmains within
the states, One document states:"Neither the lands, bulldings, stocks,
crops , in fact nothing in the reservation is subject to taxation,"

The process of extingulshing title to all the land was outlined under
the Articles of Confederation (September 22,1783) which "...do hereby
prohibit s d forbid all persons from making settlements on lands inhabited
or claimed by Indians,.."

Wnen the War Department was crested August 7,1789, supervision of Indian
affairs was left to the Secretary of War,

With the dawning of migration, Conpress crezted an officer for the
Indian Service, July 9,1832, naming Thomas L, McKenny commissioner., The
organizdation of the Department of Indian Affairs was effected by the act
of June 30,1834, The Departmént of the Interior was cre ted on 1ﬁa.rch 3,

1849, and Indlan affailrs were transferred from military to civil control.
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Previous to 1871 there were 1,000 aaws concerning Indians but since
then the complexity of perhaps 4,000 were added.

When Uylsses Urant became presldent, March 4,1869, he appointed a board
of Indian commissioners and Inaugurated other new policles, many no dowbt
or;ginatihg when he was a young officer at Fort Vancouver and traded in the
walla Walla Valley,

By 1890 allotments on definite areas tended to destroy the reservations,
education of the people was Stressed, and reservation Indlans were eniisted
as soldiers, Impoverishment wes one result of the Enrollment Act.

The residue of land on some reservations was sold to the governmént
for 75 cents to T1}25 an acre and then disposed of to settlers.

ﬁy June 30,1890, surrendered land amounted to 17,400,000 acres.

Dur ing this ecritical period, although opening of the Yakima and

- Umatilla reservations were frequontly aought the treaties remaimod inviolate.
The Yaki-t Treaty creatad & reservation of approximately 1, 200 g

acres or %E2%§ square mliles of farming end grazing land, forests, streams
e |
and lakes, mmit set aslide for the 14 original tribes or bands for "as long

a8 the mountaln stands and the river flows." it has now shrunk to about

The comparatively small area was recelved for ceded territory estimated

at 16,920 square miles of land or lO,BBB,QpO acres, ﬁesides there were
promises, weakening with the jears, that the government would protect
- the people, e ducate them foAa new life, provide them with farming equipment,

hospitalize their 111 and infirm, and forever offer guardlanship.

meem ma M SMIM AWEUYUE Viive muss wi@lSILlDe
Treaty making moved from east to west with the éun.

The Organic “aws of Oregon Territory, adopted August 14,1845, and
embraclng what 1s now the state of Washington prescribed that the "utmost
good falth shall always be observed towards the Inﬁians, thelr lands and
property shall never be taken from them without their consent.,.but laws

founded 1in justice and humanity shall from time to time be made for



preventing injustice,"

The Organic Act creasting "ashington Territory was passed March 2,

1853, The northernmost line was determined by the reaty with Yreat
Britain which established a boundary between this country and the British
Possessions or the Forty-Ninth degree of Horth 1latitude.

o while 1t was not until Yovember 11,1889 , that the territory was
admitted to the Union, the pre-treaty impact of migration énd Lindien
dealings in the Orezgon country was germinating from a strong seed.

%he act that established the territorial govemment of Oregon, January
29,1847 also declared:"Nothing iIn this act shall beconstrued to lmﬁair the
rizhts of persons or property now pertaining to the Indians in sald
'ifterritory, as long as such rights shall remain unextinguished.

" The path of migration first led south of the Columbia River, leaving
the tribes to the north untouched for a time,

There 1s no parallel of so many peorle travelling over such a distance
excepting that of the conquering Mongols- as that of the movemenﬁ over
the Oregonlxrail which eventually brought about the. treaty.

This 1s the Sesquicentennial of the year that Lewis and Clark.
traversed a part of thetrail. ‘he Hunt expedltion helped onen it in
1811-12 and ten yesrs later trappers located and orossed the South Pass,
Othera f» 1lowed.

Probings of a new territory stimulated by the eternal lure of gold
g

culminated in the great migrationx e&long the Opegon *rall from Independence,

Missouri, to the Willamette Yalley. There were so many t hat cholera and
fatigue took 5,000 lives in one year, |

Events closely related to the tresties wem formulating, preparing
the seedbed for the Indian war of 1855,and the report of J. Ross Browne,
speclal Indlan agént to the Secretary of the Interior, the rate 35th Cong.

1st Yess, Executive Poc. No, 40:

"IeoIt wes a war of destiny-=bound to take place.s.
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"The history of our Indian wars will show that the primary cause is

the progress of civilization, #s far back as 1835 the Lhdiens west of the
Rocky Mouhtains protested against the taking away of their lands,"

In 1849 Pamuel B, Thurston went to the “apitol as a delegste from the
Territorﬁ of Opegon. *he result was authorization by Congress, June
1850, for a comnission to treat with tribes west of the Casceades,

Four months later the Donation Law stimulated migration, granting single
persons320 acres'bf land and married couples 640 acres. Browne 531Q this
was:"thise and 1mpolitic to encourage settlers to take away the lands
of the Indians,...Hone of the so called treaties were anything more than
forced agreements."

The President appointed General John P. Galnes, governor and

- superintendent of indtan &ffairs for the'T%rritory of Oregonj; Beverly S,
'f%ﬁkilen, special commnissioner, and Alonzo >, Skinner, Indian agent, They
s treated with tribes of the “illamette In Mapch » 1851, but settlers
who occupled land marked for reservations met, protested, and uongress
decided ngéinst retification. _

Yp, Anson Dart was appointed superintendent fob the ?erritory, receliving
instructions from Comm!ssioner Luke Lea that it was the "object of the
government:to extingulsh the title of the Inaians to a1l land west of the
Cascade Mountailns and 1if possible provide for the removal of the whole |
from the west to the east of the mountains,"

Everyone in the villages and lodges north of the Columbia River and
east of the Cascades of eourserknew what was taking place,
Dart, communicating with El1as Wampole at Oregon City, July 21,1850,
instructed him to locate on the "Utilla River at what 1s called the
lower crossing of the “migrant Road in the country claimed by the “ayuses
or in their own language “aillatpu,"
The same superintendent mivizgd sdvanced misconceptions , long

persistent,
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"The agents under your supervision will find christian missionaries

.engaged In extending the.blessings of Christianity to a 1gnornnﬁ and
ldolatrous people and of clvilizing and humanizing the wild and ferocious
58VaZe. .y

The interior tribes were beginning to feel the elfects of emigration
and Dart informed the commissioner that the tribes "had become alarmed at
report that the government Intended to remove all Indlans west of the
Cascade Mountains and locate them among the tribes east of those mountains
He promised to meet them at The Dalles,

Dart left Oregon Clty, May 30,aboard the river boat Lot “hitcomb
and reached The Palles June 2. Tha'e,he promised that there would be no
removals of tribes without their consent and the land would not be ﬁaken
from them without "a fair and just equivalent.”

Wampole wote from Umatilla Station, %ebruary 7,1852, that "whites are
telling Indians that the whites are golng to take thelir lands . from
them, I find strong disposition of some to settle this side (east) of
the Cascade Range,™

He propounded a guestion:

"The Indians declare that all country belonging to the United States
when the Indian title has not been extinguished to be Indlan country.

Yan a person claim or settlethis side of the “ascade Range?"

The first indication that treaties might be made with tribes aast.of
the -Cascades was Wovember 28,1852, and was contalned in a letter sent
by Captain'ﬁenjamin Alvord of the Fourth Infantry, c-mmanding at Fort
Dalles,

The next'yéar Alvord inquired of Yart 1f there were eny law to forbid
settlement in The Dalles fegion. Later he sent a letter to Major Generdl
D, Townsend at “an Fbancisco, the headquarters for the Pacific, polnting

out his opinion of "entering as soon as practicable iInto treaties...to

extingulsh title and set up reservations,
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That winter footholds were being established in the Walls Walla
Valley. L, Brooke and ueofga C. Bromford appllied for a licensé to t rade and
to locate at the heﬁdqaters of the "alla Walla River or "in the Wwicinity
of the old “nhitman Mission. e are paﬁtners, the name of our fimm belng

" -
barming Yoe

Brooke, Bromford & Co. or the “alla Walla Trading and

And the following month one of the participants in the Treaty at
walls Wella and who negotiated the Tresty with the ‘ribes of liiddle
Oregon, June 25,1355, was notified by Commissioner Lea that he was
appointed superintendent of tribes in Ore gon, He was Joel Palmer,

Not long afterwards another participaﬁt of the Treaty with the Lak ima
was following a traifl that eventually led to the Council grounds,

Gove rnor fgaac I. Stevens, who had been order~d to explore & route
for a railway., was on his way and wrote that he would be unable to reach

the terri ory before August, His oath as governor was signed on March 21,

1853,

@ﬁe same s'mmuer,eyves were tuming east of the Cascades where the

iagimn chlef, “amiakin lived,
George B.,Mcclellan, who later became g-neral of the Army, writing

from his camp on the “Wee-nass: (Wenas) August 22,1853, while surveying

the country, elso indicated that t reaty plans were then under conslderstion

for gamiakin's peoﬁle.

"The bearer, Kamaiacan: he wrote, 1is the head chlef of ell the
Yakima Indians, He 1s by far the richest and most influential chief in
this part of the country, You will find him the most proper person with
whom to make any treaty."

But matters were not going well with the people east of the Cascades,

Williem Chinook, who had served with Brevet Captaln J.C. Fremont on one
of Fremont!'s explorations, writing from "Wasco Palles of (Columbia,
November 5,1853" to Superint endent Palmer, sald:

".,.ee are tormented almost every day by the wilte people who desire
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to settle on our lands and although we have bullt houses and opened
gardens they wish to take possesslon of the very spots we OCCUDYess

"Now we wish to know whether t his is the law of the white man or the
4ndian, If 1t 1s the land of the white man, when did they buy 1t?

"If we lose our country, what shall we do? .

R.R. Thompson, fndlan agent foJuiddle Orepon reslided at Ehe Palles
and represented the kxikm people there,

The military station at The Dalles was garrisoned by two companies of
the Fourth Infantry, 53 men, commanded by Major Gabriel fains whose path
was to cross thet of Kamlakin in more ways then one,

The House of Representatives convened at Olympia, February 27,1854, on
the day designated by “tevens' proclamatlon of November 28,1853, There
were then 10,000 lndians in the territory "in about equal proportions
cast and west of the “ascades., " The non-Indian porulation was less than
four thousand, ,

Amon~ those entitled to vote from “larke qounty {the official spelling
Before the "e" was dropped) was A,J7, Bolon who was named to the territory's
first Indian Affairs committee., Stevens told the fakima that he would
appoint Bolon their agent., It was Bolon's violent death in the Yakima
country at Wahk “hum in the Simcoe Mountains that ignited the canflict,

Stevens, in his message to the Council stated:"I will recommend
memoralizinzy “Yongress to pass a law authorizing the President to open
negotlations with the Indlans east of the Vascades to provide for the
extinguishment of the title to their lands,"

éolon was not apoointcd special agent for Washington Territory until
Mgrech 17,1854, but he wroté to Stew ns at Olympla the previous month
recomrending that the valley "near the first camp of McAllister
(James McAlister) after leaving the ‘akima fiver 1s a sultable place
for timber for building,"

That “eptember Palmer appointed Yathan Olney special agent for
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Indian tribes 'n Oregon, while Olney was living at "Wascopam" Wasco
County , the present Palles, and revealed that Palmer contemplated
entering into treatlies with all tribes In 0r§gon" for the purchase of
their country,"
Dolon submitted an annual report for 1854 to Stevens for the Central
fistriot" comprised between the Vascade and Pitter Root Mountains,"
He wfote:"I directed my attention in the first place to the Yaamss,
Of the five influential chlefs I succeeded In seeing but three, Shawawal
(Shawaway), Skloom and Teias, Owhil, the braher of the last was in the
buffalo country end Kamiyaken, the most important of all was not to be
found., On parting with him (Shawawal) I offered some small payments,
Hig people gladly accepted but Shawawal declined saying that he ‘had been
advlised not to take any presents as 1t would creste a lien on thelir
lands, The idea is a very natural Iinference of the Indlans from what they
have seen iIn Oregon where small presents wxmra were distributed on the
‘negotiation of treaties which were afterwards repudiated while the lands
remained in possession of the settlers."

ﬁolon went to the Ahtanum mission to talk to Hamiakin but that chief
was in the mountgins, He wrote "they wlll consent to dispose of the great
part of thelr land, They raise a little corn and some melons and pxmpmims
pumpkins but chlefly potatoes and peas, Of the former I think they
must have about 15,000lbushels. Shawawal has a patent éhurn and makes
his own butter,"

Stevens notified the Hudson's Bay Uompany that its trade with the
tribes was to cease after July 1,1854 and the same month the agent,
Thompson, wrote from The Dalles that ' rumors are rife that it 1is the
Intentlion of the whiltes as soon as sp;ing opens to mnake an indiscriminate
war on them,"

So in such an atmosphere actual treaety negotliations were undertaken

with the ‘akima,
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Control of Indien Affaips 1in Washington ‘erritory was vested in the
governor, lggac I, Stevens,when Oregon and “ashingtmn territories were
separated, March 2,1853, Stevens was ex-officio superintendent of Indian
nffairé four years after taking office,March 21,1853, and was relieved
on June 2,1857, by James W, Nesmith of Oregon as superintendént of both
territories,
Stevens negotiatéd nine treasties in the territory between Pecember
26, 1854 and Ymuary 25,1856, but only that of Medlcine Creek was qulckly
ratified, the others being delayed until March and April of 1859, These
created the GEzehalis, QOlville, Flathead, Lapwal, Muckleshoot, Neah Bay,
Fort “adison, Rmgmiimpx Puyallup, Quinalelt, Skokomish, Swinomish or
Ferry's Island, Umaetilla and Yekima reservations,
Stevens organized his Treuty Commission at Olympia on PDecember 17,1854
by appointing James Doty secretary; George Gibbs, surveyor; H.A.
'Gﬁigsborough, com issary and Frank Shaw, interpreter, He told them of the
ufééﬁéy for tre:tles and placing the Indlans on reservations and re:d
treatles that had been concluded with the Oto, Missourl and the Opaha as
patterns.,
Doty then proceed d to prepare the way,.
ﬁe wrote , March 21,1855 from “alla walla that he had reached a camg
two and éne-half mtles from Fort Walla Walla and had decided upon
establishing a depot on the Louchet River six miles from the fort and ten
miles from Prooke and Bromford's traeding post. "f%-is impossible to
place it at "alaptu (Waillatpu) Whitman's old mission, on account of
high'water.“
He had éonferred with Lawyer, the acknowledged head chief of the
Nez Perces who promised to bring all his people together at any time
within four or eight weeks., "I also had aeverslrconferences with Peo Peo
Mox Mox end find him rather difficult to manage,“ Boty wrote

-~

#x He then went into the Yakima country and f rom "Camp in the
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Attanum (Ahtanum) Valley, #pril 3," dispatched a messenger to Stevens:

"We reached here on 5aturday the 30th.s.Camiackun (Kamiakin) flatly
refused and Teias accepted. Yesterday all the chiefs but one, Owhi, were'
present, They wish the governor to conclude trecaties with them... All the
Yakima chiefs, viz @amiackun, Telas, Owhi, Shawawal and kloom & reed
to meet you at Walla Walla and to conclude a trcaty which would place them
forever on friendly terms with the whites. Many are dl ready far advanced...
they make butter and cultivate the soil.

"I pald my respects to the priests at the mission and Father Pandosy (Rev.
gean Charles Pandosy O,M,I, ) has been very pollite rendering me every
assistance,"

He wrote again from "Camp on the #ttanum, 10 miles below the mission,"

suggeating that Stevens"bring considerable gold mx®t of small denominetions
/o )

5;;§hd some silver for small purchases."

.gesides the actual wram:y Notes of the Council in May end June, 1855,
one of the sources is the journal of Colonel Lawrence Kip, U.S.A,

Kip had gone by stesmer from ®an Francisco to Fort Vancouver early in
“ay, a six-day yoyage. he same ship cerried 150 recrults for the fourth
Infantry under Gaptah1 C.C. Augur, PFort vancouver at that time was
commanded by Colonel ﬁenjamin L,T, Bonneville and two companies of the
Fourth Infant:y and one of the Pnira Artillery were stationed there. A
company of recruits was ordered to The Palles and Kip decided to go
along., They went on the steamer, elle, which operated as far as the
Cascades, the head of navigetion;mede the portage around "the great salmon
fishery..,. the season of which comwenced in this month.ssthe aboriginal village
of "ishram, at the head of the narrows which they (Lewils and Clark) mention
as belng the place of resort for the tribes from the interior..."

He described the post of ‘he Yalles,
"The bulldings are badly arranged, having been planned and erected

some years ago by the Mounted “1fles when they were stationed in
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Oregon. *he officers' quarters are on the top of a hill, and the
barracks some distsnce further down, as {f the officers intended to get
as far from them as possibla.n
G

A week later he decided toa company Lieutenant Archibald “racle sn d

forty men to the grand council, ‘he party le ft May 18,and riding 20 to
40 miles a day reached “alla walla May 23,
"It was In one of the most beautiful spots of the valley, well wooded
with plenty of water, Palmer and Stevens were already camped with their
party.:

"A tent was procured for Lieutenant éracie and myself while the men

erected huts of boupghs spreading t hem over pack covers,"
On May 24 the Nez Perce arrived, 2,500 strong.

Friday dewned with rain splashing on the tents. “hen it stopped Kip
rode to the Yez Perce camp to visit~hawyer and found him reading a New
Testament while & CGerman soldiér was making hls portrait wikk in crayon.

The soldler was Gustawvus Sohon, & wood carver and bookbinder who enlisted
in the Army in 1852 at New York, went w th his company aboard the “olden
“est to the Pacific Coast and reached Fort DPalles in September, 1 852,

He was one of am escort of 18 men of the Fourth Infentry sent from there
on July 18,1853, with a supply train to the railway survey party. Stevens,
then 34, headed the survey, @oming from St,Paul early in June and

moving westward he contacted a second pErXyxxfxEmxkks survey party from

the Pacific com-anded by McClellan and reached Olympia on November 26,

He was so impressed with “ohon's work that he asked Major Yeneral
Jorn E," Wool, commander of the Military Yepartment of the Pacific to
transfer Sghon to hls comnand and at the council where 60,000 square
miles of land were ceded, Sohon made the only known likenesseé of
some of the chiefs,

On Sunday Kip accompanled Stevens to the Nez Perce campwhere one of the

chiefs was preaching,
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"They have prayers in thelr lodges every morning and eveninge-several
times on Sunday" he wrote. (These then were some of the  wlld s avages,
the ignorant smd idolatrous people" referred to by Dart) .

On Monday the chiefs of more distant tribes and their followers began
arriving and an encampment of 5,000 stretched across the wvalley for more
than a miles

The council wss called for noon on May 28, a ‘uesday, but 1t was 2 o'clock

before it met, Interpreters were sworn in, Stcvens spoke and then rain
forced an adjournment, The council reconvened on May 30 and Kip des cribed
1t}

"Directly in front of Governor Stevqns' tent a small arbor had been
erected in which, at a table, sat several of his party teking notes.
in front ofthe arbor on a bench sat Governor Stevens snd Ueneral Palmer,
end before them, in the open air in concentric semi-circles, werer anged
the Ird lans, the cuhlefs In the front ranks in order of thelr dignity,
while the background was filled w!th wamen and childrene. The Indlans sat
on the ground,"reposing onthe bosom of their Yrest Mother."

The next day Stevens and Palmer made long specches. There was no council

on June 1, Bip explaining that the Indlans wanted to consider the proposals
and meet at noon the following day when the chiefs spoke.

The council resumed on Monday when Lawyer spoke for the Nez Perces.
Stevens and ‘elmer talked azain on June 5 and &1p wrote that he had
detected a feeling of hostility among some of the tribes. *here was no
council June 6,

On the seventh Kip sat at the tabde 1n the arbor and wrote some of
the speeches,

Stevens sald:"My brothers., "e expect to have -~our hearts today., Let
us have your hearts straight out,"

Lawyer described'how thetribes in the east receded ;s the whites

approached, and told of the coming of Lewls and Clark,
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Young Chief of the Cayuse, who Kip felt was opposed to the treaty,
assert-d that he had no rizht to sell the ground which as Kip wrote: ™ God
had given for thelr support. #nd ¥oung Chief asked:

"I wonder if the ground 1s listening to what is sald? Though I hear what
the ground says, theGreat Spirit tells me to take care of the Indlens, to
feed tkmir them right. *he Upeat Spirit appointed the roots to feed the
fndians  on. ‘he water saﬁs the same thing, *he Ureat Spirit has glven us
our names. "e have these names. Nelther the Indlans or white:s have a right
to change these names. xThe ground says the Upest Spirit has placed me
here to produce all that grows on me, trees and fruits, the same way
the ground says 'lt was from me man was made,'"

Kip, who did not record the arrival of the Yakima in his journal, then
mentioned Kemlakin, .
"Geheral Falmer said, ' I want to say a few words to these peOple,%
but be‘ore I do, if Kamiakin wants to speak, I would be glad to hear
hime "
Kgmliakin, :akima chie f sald:"I hawe nothing to say.!

Stevens asked "How will “amiakin or “kloom spesk?" to which Kamiakin
replied: |

"Wwhat have I to be talking about?"

When Palmer addressed the council he saild: .

“Wé do not come to stcal your land. “e pay you moré than it 1ls worth,
What 1s it worth to you, what is it worth to us? Not half vhat we have
offered you for LT |

Kip wrote that all but the Nez Perce were disinclined to the treaty and
added: "It was melancholy to see thelr reluctance to abandon thelir old
hunting grounds of their fathers..."

Berore the council closed that fateful day Stevens spoke again,
asserting: " |

", ..lamiakin thegreat chief of the Yekimas has not yet spoken at all,
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His people have no voice here today, He 1s not ashamed to speak? Then spesk
out, Owhi 1s afraid to lest God be angry at his selling his land. The
treaty will have to be drawn tonight...This business must be dispatched,"
By the council adjaurned to reconvene, June & 8, when “tevens and
“almer addressed the chiefs who refused to agree to the treaty.

Apout this time Kip wrote:™He told them as they do not wish to go on
the Nez Perce Reservation he would offer them another reservation which
would embrace pasrt of the lands on which they were now living. After this
offer had been clearly explained to them and considered, all acceded to it
except one tribe, the Yakimas..

"Saturday the 9th, this morning the old chlef Lawyer céme down and took
breakfast with us. The Houncil did not meet t111 3 o'clock and matters
geemed to have reached a crisis.On the strength of the assent yesterday
"iié}yen by all the tribes except the Yakimas, the papers were drawn up and
lbrgught into the Council to e signed by the principal chiefs. Bovernor
Stevens once more--for Lookling Glass' benefit,-~explained the pri-c lpal
parts..s there would be three reservations--the Yayuses, the Walla wWalles
and the Umatlllas, to be placed upon one, the “ez Perces on enother--and
the Yakimas on the third,

"Looking Glass refused to sign it, which had such an effect," Kip
wrote,"that not only the Nez Perces but all mkhexk other tribes then
arose and made a strong specech against the tresty... snd the Council was
ad journed until Monday,

"Monday, June llth, Before breakfast we had a visit from Lawyer. ~At
10 o'clock the Vouncil met. Yovernor Stevens opened it with a short speech,
at the close of which he asked the chiefs to come forward and sign the
papers. This they all did without. the least oﬁpoaition. ExEm What he

had teen doing with Looking Glass since last “aturday we cannot imagine..,"
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The voluminous official proceedings of the council giwe a more
detalled account, by the govomnment's reprcsentetlives,
Under entry of May 28 it stated:"At 11 a.n. Kamiakun, Oyhl and Skloom,
Yakima ohiefs omme.s. .

"The next day the Ig ima chlefs sttended and 1istened to anc:xplanatibn
of the objects had in view by the government in propcsing to treat with
them, They continued to attend from day to dayland Governor Stevens
stated to tﬁem fully the terms of the %reaty.

"The Yakima chie fs made no reply...until the 8th day of June when upon
the request of Yov ernor SEé&ens that he would spesk his mind, Kamiakun
spoke briefly sayinz, in effect, that many of his peonle had left their
country, some Had gone to the Galoopooyef (Calapooya in Oregon), some to
l‘isqua‘lly and some to the Taih. le wished the Americﬁns to séttle 1in hls
country on the Wagion Road. lle spoke for his people, not for himself

alone. He wished no goods for himself, He was tired talking amd waitihg

. here and wished to get back to hls garden.

"In the eveﬁing Governor Stevens had a lengt 'y interview with Skloom
wh ch did not result in anything concluéive, but in the mofﬂing, June 9th,
at an earlyhour, %kmmiakim Kamiakun visitcd Gove rnor Stevens and announced
his determination to return home that day; Stevens endeavored to convince
him that it was better to reflect 1pon the course he,\the head chief of
his natlion was about 50 PuUrsSUuGens 9 :

"Kamlakun sald he was tired of hearing so much talking; he hinself did
not wish to be head chief, but they all said he must tslk. ‘e would not
spesk, He would make the treaty; he 1liked the reservation emd wished to
collect there hls people; they were much scettered,

"He was sgtiéfied with the reservation in his country, but desired a
small plece of 1andJat the place called "enatshapam where -the Indians
take many flsh...ﬁe wished the papers written so that he might sign

them today and 80 home, ee
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"Kemiakun was present at the general council during the day but 'did not
spesk; and in the evening and immedlately after the ad Journment of the
Council he called upon “Yovernor Stevens for the Treuty and signed 1t;
Owhi and Skloom did the ssme as did also the Palouse chief, Kahlatoose,
and dl1 the chlefs present named by Kemiakin,

"8n Mondmy the 11th the goods, presents for the Yakamas were portioned
out, “amiakun said he had never taken goods from the whites as presents; he
did not wish them now but when the rreaty was pronoune-d good.by the
President then he would live on the Yakima Beser-ation and accept his
share,

There were several statements made at the councll thatshowed “ow the
Yakima chiefs felt about the “arth and the Treaty,

When he was Invited to spesk on June 4, Kamiakin said:

.“I have something different to say thanthe others., It lsyoung

m@n who have spokenjI have been afrald of the white men, thelr doings are

”éﬂ_;&%rent from ours, Your chlefs are good, perhaps you have spoken
ggfaight, that your children will do what is right, let them do as they
have promised ., That 1s a11 I have to say.q

Governor Stevens said:

"You will be allowed to pasturegmmm your animals ont land not claimed
or occupled by the settlers. Yfou w 11 be allowed to gé‘to the usual
flshing places and fish in common with the whites and to get roots and
berries and to kill game on the landnot occupied by the whites; all this
outside the reserfation,"

Owhi said:

"God gave us day end night, the night to rest in, and the day to
see, and that as long as the -earth shall last, he gave us the morning
with our bresthj;and so he takes care of us on this earth;and here we have
met under His ‘care,

"God looked one way then and the other and named our lands for us to
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take care of. fe made 1t to last forever, It 1s the earth that is our
parent or 1t 1s Jod is our m¥ar elier brother, This le ads the Indlanx to
ask where does this talk come from that you have been giving us? God made
this earth and it lilstens to Him to know what e would declde. The
Almighty made us and gave us breath; we are: talking toz ether and God
hears all that we say today. God looks down upon fHis children today as 1if
we were all In one body. He is going to make one body of us.

"Shall L steél this land end sell 1t? This is the reason my heart is sad,"

When Skloom spoke, he sald:

"Why should L spesk a great deal? We are not bargalning far lots. fou

seleof your pilece of land and pay a price for 1t, My friends, L have
wnderstood whatyou have said,.

"When you zlvemm me what 1is Just for my land, you shall have 16"

Stevens went from “alls Walla to the Missoula River, seven and one-half
miles northwest of the present Missoula, met tribes and conclided a treaty
with them, July 16. This ceded 25,000 aquare miles of land.

On October 16 hemet with others near the mouth of Judith River where a
treaty was sligned. 9bfore he could return .a courler resched hilm,
bringing word of the outbreak of war.
2 Stevens never lived to write a h'story of the tresty, but his son,
fgzard Stevens did. Yeneral Stevens was killed at the fattle of
Chantilly, v1rginia, in the Vivil War, when he was 44. |

Doty , the secretary who met the chiefs in the Yakima country and
whose letters from there varied cmsiderably from those written by the
priests at the Ahtanum si1gston when reporting on the attitude of the
Lakima ohiefs, killed himmelf at Olympla two yesrs later.

Pelmer returned to “ayton, Oregon, and from there wrote that "an
extensive country has been purchazed and is mnow open to settlement,"Thils
was the very thing . the treaty chlefs had feared would take place

t

when they "signed away thelr land,"
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The treaty had been signed, but the Yakima country instead of being
protected agzainst incursions of settlers eand gold hunters was overrun
with those questing for brizht metal or t.1l bunchzrass. Bettlement was
encourageg, by Stevens imself , and the Yakima believed their homes were
to be torn from them.

#xx As Browne wrote:

") war took place--an® expensive and dis astrous war...

" seIt was a war of destiny--bound to take place whenever the causes
reached thelr culminating point..."

So Kamiakin was compelled to become a war chief and althouzh shorn of
glory, emerged a martyr.

+ It 1s not lnginxixxnxhnixnxnxthnthnmtakinﬁ logical that Kamiakin belleved
that his victory over two companies of regulars, In a battle that commenced
October 33,1855, on Toppenish Creek southezst of Yort Simcoe State Park,
would be repeated in encounters that were sure to follow. Nor is it logilecal
to belleve that he thought the defeat of the blue coated troops at Steptoe
Butte, Xy May 16-17, 1858 (the battle of Tohotonimme) would be lasting.
i  Kamiakin spoke plainly at the Treaty Youncil and everyone hesrd him, He
spoke cleariy?and everyone understood him when he told ®tevens:

"Perhaps you have spoken straight, that vour children will & right,
Let them do as they have promised., ?hat is all I have to say."
The forgétful yeafs have hlidden many letters and documents dealing with
the Yakima Warzxthrkxxmsmiiefxframxihexkrankyx
One was written by Father Pandosy at the Antanum Mlssion, dictated by
famiakin less than two months after the tresty,.
Kamiekin spoke,end Father Pandosy wrote,
"Tell them (the soldiers) we are qulet friends of the Americans ,that we
are not thinking of war. ‘he way the governor has talked to us has

irritaeted us,





