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Ppisoner Exchange! Policey War of #9be1l 1on, Series ITI,Vol.VII

Headguarters Yeorgla “‘eserves, Macon, “a., “eptember 8,1864
Hon. James A. Seddoa, Secre aryof War, Richmond, Va.
My Dear Sir:
% was gratified to learnfrom your lettsr that you
fully concurred inthe necessity of an e xchange of prisoners. The more I
reflect upon it the more important do I regard the necessity of effecting
an exchanze upon terms that cen be got.
L yenture to make another suggestion in the event the Yankees
refuse toexchange at all,
It is thissTo find out all the prisoners (vho are privates) who sre
opnosed to Lincoln, and to parole %kex and send them home at the s ame time
addressing a comnunication through ould to theirxzmmmandil®godaoaci®asnyOo
commissioner of exchange saying that as they had attempted tod eceive their
people with the statement that we would not agree to a falr exchange,
we éend these prisoners home on parole as practicsal evidence of our
wishes and views about an e xchange.
hs the Yankees have at different times forwarded our prisoners without
notice oragreement they cannot complain or take exception to our
doing the>mmasm same thing. By this course we accompllish at least
three things: First, we get clear o f feeding and guarding that many
prisoners; second we give that many votss and.influence acainst
Lincoln's election; third, we show the Yankee people that Lincoln is
refusing to exchange for political purposes, and that, I 'think, will
follbw.
#ith proper efforts the right kind of prisoners could be selected. Only
be sure to let no more officers be exchanged. ‘hey should be held as hostages
for good “treatment of our prisoners. - write in haste tosend by private

hands, but w 11 add that the feeling in the armrtandcounfry is improving.
Howell Cobb/



September 13, 1864

‘o colonel ¢Guld for his consideration and remarks, J,A,S. Secretary
Second indowsement: ?BSpectfuliy retumedto the Honorable Secretary of
War, My view of the matter is that we had better send of f disabled men
and those whose term of service has expired to the extent of the
remaining unexchanged vicksbur: men ,

1 doubt the policy of x#m going further.

jhe Yankees will force the men whes e term of service has unexpired
into the field, regardless of any parole whth they may give. fhey
have done so heretofore., If we send more than the ;icksburg capture
it will tend to weaken the pressure which is now bearing upon Lincoln,
and which L doubt mmiknot will force him very soon into an exchange.
I fully agree as tothe policyof retaining officers, except disabled,
Very much depends upon our holding on tot his policy.

RO Ould
agent for exchange

Third indorsement

For conference with the president

J.S.A., secretary.

Headquarters #rmy of *ennessee
In the “1eld, Septemberll,1864
Maj. en., W, T, Sherman, Commanding U.S., Forces:
S:r: I had the honor on the 8th instant to propose to you an
exchange of prisoners, o ficers and men captured byboth armies since
commencement of mxxxzr the present campaign. On the smme day you
answered my communications stating that yo a ccept my offer to exehange
prisoners of war in hand atthis moment. *here being no condition attached

to the acceptance on your part of my offer to exchange prisoners I
regarded it as obligatory to the extent of the number of prisoners
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represented by you to be within yvour jurisd!ction.

5t the meeting on the 9th instant between our respective staff
o'ficers, Maj. J.B., Eustis, assistant adjutant-seneral andlieut. “ol.
W, Warner, Iinspector general, intended to arrange suchpreliminaries
as the time and place of delivering etc., a communicat ion was received
from you renderinz, [ resret to inform you, an exchange of ﬁrisoners
impossible.

Lour refusal to receive in exchange your soldiers , belonging to
regiments whse times are out and who ha & been dis char ged discloses a
fixed purpse on the part of 7¥ur tovernment to doom to hopless captivity
those prisoners whose terms of service have ex ired or will soon expire.

The new principle which you seek to interpolate upon the cabtel of our
respective governments , as well as upon the laws and customs of smar, will
not be sanctioned by me,

A1l captives taen in war who owe no obligat ions to the captors must
stand upon the same equal footing.

‘he duration of t heir terms of service can certainly imrose no
duties or oglibations on the i@nmaOnﬁxsnmxixa captors.

The volunteer of a day and the conscript of the war who may be
captured in war are equal y subject to all of the burdens and equally
entitled +to all ofthe richts secured by the law of nsations. *his
principle is distinctly conceded in the cartel entered into by our
respe ctive Yovernments and is sanctioned by reason, justice and the
public law of all civilized nations, My offer to exchange the prisoners
captured during this camm ign precludes any intention on my part in the
delivery to discriminate betw en your pr isoners, as alllwould e ve been
delivered, &nd even had it been intended, this discrimination betseen
your men whose term of service had and had not expired, would hawe been

impossi ble and could not have been effected, as I had no
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means bf ascertaining what proportion of your men were entitled to their
dis charge.
four avowal that t his class of your soldiers wi 11l not be exchanged
but will be rewarded by the sufferings and pr ivations incident to military
1mprisonﬁent, because thefr boldness and courage sub jected them to
capture,although their term of service had nearly expired, is deeply
regretted by mam me as I share the earnest desire of my prisoners held
by both parties, Permit me , as I share the earnest desire of my
government to release from prolonged confinement the larpge number of
prisoners held by both parties.
Permit me to hope that this declared policy of your govérnment
will be reconsidered, as it is unjustly oppressive to those whom the
hazerds o/ military service have rendered prisoners, and 1s violatlive

“overnment tow rd

of the Qell understood obligations assumed by a
those who are enlisted in 1ts serviced

" Ag was proper L notifed my Government of my of fer to you to effect an
exchanrze of prisoners captured during ths campaign, and not only
was my gaction aprroved, but my Yovernment placed at my entire dispasal
AR0dDdfdd®addd for immediate exchange man for man, all the prisoners of
Andersonville, .

I have the honor to renew my offor to exchange prisoners as
proposed in my fir st comsunication, and remain.
You obedient servant

J.B. H ood, gensral

p. 808

Hiqrs. Military Division of the Mississippi, In the Field,
Atlanta, September 12, 1864
General J.B. Hood, commanding Army of “ennessee

Yonerals T have yours of today. You ask-d to e Xxchange prisoners and

L}
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I consented, as far as those which remained in my hands here and this
side of Chattanooga.

These L will exchange in the manner I have stated and not otherwise.

Ag you could not know those of our men whose terms have expired,

T authar ized Colonel “arner tos ay I would receive any number taken of th is
army between certain dates, say the last 2,000, or in any other ‘

single period, but as a matter of business I offered terms that could not
be misunderstood, '

You have not answered my proposition as to the men captured ;n Atlanta
who are soldiers of the “onfederate Army detailed to extra duty 1in the
shops. |

I think [ understand the lews of civilized wEr nations and :customs of
war,” but 1f at a loss at eny time I know vhere to seek informet ion to
refresh my memory. If you wlll give our prisoners at Anderson's (cq)

a little mre elbow room and liberty to make out of the abundant timber
shelters for khxmmxims themselwes, mamxwie® as also a falr allowance of
foed to enablé them to live in health, they will ask nothing
more until such time as we will provide for them.
* am , wth respect, yourobedient servant

i, T, Sherman

Major-"eneral , Commanding
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Johnson 's Island
War of BRebellion, Series 1T, Vol. VIT

Heacdqurs. U.S. Forces, Jolnson's Island and Sandusky,

Johnson's Island, Ohio, “eptember 11, 1864

Capt. Jolm Lewis, acting assistant adjutant-ceneral

Captain: Below I h:ove the honor to submit “unday morningz re pott
on the condition of the prison and prisoners,

The grounds of the prison and inclosure are not as clean (in)
condition as usual on account of the transfer of cooking and messing of the
prisoners to the re w mess-halls and kitchens which t ook place so late in
the week tha éhere was not time to thoroughly police,

fhe old fffficulty,metting the quarters sufficlently policed, still
exists in some of t ke blocks. In some of them nothins short of cutting
off priv lezes or allowances will induce the occupants to k sep them
clean., fhe sinks are in goodorder. The wagon roads are being improw d
by thwowing up the earth andputting on a layer of liiestone, the
whole coversed by gravel from the beach,

‘he walks lalso are being improved,. *‘he san itary condition of the
prisoners continues excellent. Whole numberof priscners is 2,560; number
in hes ital 83; kst return 2,560. number of deaths since 1last report
1. .

‘he difficulty that some wounded and one-limbed prisoners
experience In getting to and from the mess-halls induces me to
recomnend that one mf or two small messes be permitted to cook and eat
at their quarters. I would agai: most urgently recommend that soms way
be provided to sem rate those prisoners who have made application to
take the amnesity oath from the rest. The most feasible plan, in my
opinion, would be to erect a small building within the inclosure

sarrounded by a line of stakes beyond which nelther class of prisoners
would be &l lowed to pass. E.A , Scovill, lieut col, 128th Ohio,supt of prison
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Wwar of “ebellion, Series II, Vol VIT

Johnson's Island

Johnson's ‘lsland, Ohio, Sep: 12,1864 Military Prison
“ol. "illiam Hoffmen, commissary-general of Prisoners, present:?
colonels T would respectfully ask on the part of the prisoners that thé
prison sutler be permitted to sell to us candles and lamp oil &nd
brooms,

‘here are many prisoners at times sick and confined to t heir rooms , as

the hospltal is not large enough to a ccommodste all, and since they
have no means of procuring 1lights it is impossible to mdmik administer
medicines etce The brooms are much needed for police purposes,

I am colonel, yonrobedient servsnt . |
Brigadier-General, Prosisional Army, C-S., Prisoner of war,
Wm. ¥, R,Beall,

_eadquarters Jshmzmm» U.S. Forces Johnso, s Island and Sendusky
Johnson's Island, “eptember 12,1864
Apg\.roved and respectfully forwarded
Under pre ent regnulations 1t seems that nrisoners are deprived of
lights unless the combustible material and lsemps Emx or
ga;dlesticks are brought from beyond the lines. #side from the
ordinary use of lightsin the'dvening, In case of sickness in the quarters,

lights would be very necessary,

Charles VW, H:1ll, colonel,commanding post.



Prisoners: Tetters and mail

Headquearters Fort Delaware, pel. Sept. 12,1864

“ol. William Hoffmen , U,8, Army, “ommmiissary-Yeneral of Prisoners,
washington D, ¢,

Colonel: I, reply to your communication of the9th instant I inclose true
copies of my orders in regard to correspondence concerning rebel prisoners
I found it impossible to pemmit them to write to everybody as they

pleased for the reason t hat four clerks in the post-office could not
have read 2,000 lestters a day which at that time was the general average,
and even now there are (with the restriction) severzl thousand

letters unread.

“nothe reason for this restriction is that they found out the names
of notorlous rebel sympathizers to whom hundredé of letters of notorious
rebel sympathizers to whom hundreds of letters were &unk daily
directed asking for assistant. I am etc.

A, Schoepf,
Brigadier- eneral commanding
Speclal Orders No., 296 Hdqrs. Fort Delaware, Del.Aug 26,1864
£11 prisone? of war letters must hereafter be limited to ten lines
of ordinary letter or note paper;must be legibly whkitten and
confined strictly to family matters. 11 letters exceeding this
1im’t will be destroyed., By com and d‘Brig.‘sen A. Schoepf,
Yso. W. Ahl, cappain 8&nd acting adjutant-general
Special Orders 261
...Hereafter no le' ers from prisorers at this post will be forwarded
excepting those written to a father, mother, sister, brother, wife, son

or deughter. by “ mmand of Brig. Gen 4, Schoepf, Geo. 1. Ahl,
captain and acting assistant adjutant-genersal ,
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Prisoners: Cooking facilities‘
War of Rebellion, Series 11, Vol. VII
Washington, Sept. 14,1864, Col. William P. Richardson
Uommanding Camp Chase, Columbus, Onio.
Uolonel: Yourletter of the 8th instant ,inclasing a reporé of the
weekly inspection of the prison by Yaptain Parker, is received.
As 1t 1s not contemplated to cook provisions for prisoners of war
in any other way than by boiling, ranges aml cooking stoves which
are calculated to roast eand cook in other ways, at considerable extra
expense, cannot be allowed. '

‘he farmer boilers , wh'ch you pronounce worthless, have been very
successfully introduced into all the prison camps except Chase, and
many of the general hospitals, and they must now be tried at Camp
“hase. *hey have been recently provided f or Camp Morton , and Colonel
Stevens reports them & complet e success, paying for themselves
by the saving of wood the first month.

I have severaltimes ordered their use at Camp bhase, but always
without success. This time I hope to be more successful . “he 120-
gallon size 1is found tobe the most convenient, though some of smaller

size maybe required in each kitchen.

Several are placed in a row,their pipes leading into =a large kzxtzmha
horizontal one, which is connectéd %1th a larce vertical pipe, which
carries the smoke through the roof. “Yooking of baking in smsall
messes cannot be any longer allowed.

How is your baking done, by contract, or kave you bake ovens?

W. Hoffman, “olonel “hird Infantry Yom iissionary Yeneral of Prisoners.



Jo mson .8 “slendt (Plot to overthrow)

Wep of Rebellion, Yol IIX, Series VIT
washintton D.C., Sebemmder 21,1864
Col. C.W. Hill, commendinz, Jnahnson's Island, ®andusky,Ohio
Colonel: Your telegram of last evening reporting the capture of steamers
lsland “ueen and Parsons by a company of Sotbhern rebels from Canada is

recelived,

An event of this nharacter should have been reported to this office by
telegrem Xmmmimx immediately on its occurrence , so that such steps
might be t alren in the -sase as might be deemed advisable. Hereafter
give me the eariiest information of any such raid or any rumor
of preparations for such an wundertaking thst may reach you.

vou are authorized to permit the sutler to sell candles or oll to
prisoners of war, but the use of them at night for lights must not be
permitted beyond 9 o'clock except in cases of siclkness , when, on the
recommendat ion of fhe surgeons, you may extend the privilege at your
discretion. Brooms may also be sold to prisoners.

W, Hoffman, colonel third infantry and

commissary-general of prisoners.

/
Johnson's Island, September20,1864
Capt. “.H. Potter, assistant adjutant-general golumbus, Ohio
T.ate yesterday, on suspicilon, with my advise, Vaptain “Yer ter of the 1.S.S.
Michizan arrested “Yole at Sandusky. He was the principal agenbt of the
rebels on this side. Yisclosed the w ole 'plot, s howing that the men were
to come in on different trains at Sendusky last e vening, andw th boats
capture the Michigan and attack this post.
i placed men at Sandusky and searched each trein on arrival. gole

implicatad Stanley, Brown, Williams, Merrick, Strain and

o

Rosenthal, citizens of “andusky, to s ome extend, Ic:an't say how far,



Yn the direction of JéptasadSaeffaédspobve8tanansiidl the
commen der of the Michigan I hand-d theirnames to kke faptain Steiner,
provost marshal. He arrested them, endI now have them in charge,

‘ne Michigan left on a cruise outside at daylight this
morning; will probab!y be back soon unless she cets fairly in chasse. If
scroundrels come this way, even in the absence of the Michigasn, I will
glve a good account of them, but wish I had all my detachment back.

H:ll, colonel commanding

(September120,1864--F6r corresbondence regarding capture of stecamers
.cn Lgke Erie and attemptedrelease of C,§, prisoners on Johnsop_s
Island, not herein published, see Series I, ‘ol. XXXIX, Part II, p. 436

et seq.



Jotnson's Island--P lot to overthrow

War of Rebellion, Series II, Vol VII.

‘orontox , “anada West, September 22,1864 .

colonel gi1ll, commandant of post, Johnso:ns island, phio

b'11"': We have just learned that Capt. Charles H. Cole, an escaped
priserer, has been arrested by the military suthorities ofyour post and
that he is to be tried on the charge of being a spy.

Ag agents and commissioners of the Confederate Ststes we protest against
his t rial on‘this charce. 4s a prisoher, hewas b rought into your lines
against his will., Since his escape f rom prison he has never been able to
return to his own country; therefore he was legitimately where he ss found
snd t aken. “hatever designs he may have conceived he had done nothing
whatever in violation of the law of nations, of any law of the ymited
States nor regulations of %he Amy. It would be contrry to every principle
of law , elther nublic, common, civil or statutory to punish him for
his designs or purposes provided he had carriednone of them into execution
on the hynothesis that you have reason tobelieve he contemplated an act
of violence, If he fail to carry it out or meke any a tempnt
lookl g to that end he cannot aub@dg surely be adjuged guilty of any offense.

If you proceed to extremeties with paptain Cole we feel wmxsh it
out duty to call on the authorities of the “Yonfederate states to adopt
measures of retaliation. if you can justly condemn “aptain Cole as s
sSpy, e very soldier and officer of the United States caught within
the lines of the armies and limits of theConfederate States would be
tried and condemned as spies. “e admit vour right to return him to
prison as a recaptured prisoner but any other punishment would be, Iin
our judsment, azal st justice and public law, If any importance is
attached tchis being within your lines without wearing his uniform,
the circumstances which surrounded him as an escaped prisoner will

readtly explain the reason of its bbsence. He had no uniform to weer,



He did, however, change his name, which is usual in sudc cases/ He has
conducted himself with the boldness courage and frankness of a true

soldier in all his associations. He deserves the fate of none other,

Y%e are colonel setc. J. Thompson, “.C. C1ay Jr.
' °
Toronto, “anada “est, September 22,1864

His #xcellency Jefferson Davis

Sirs Scme time since Charles H. Cole, “aptain C.S. Army and also a

1ieutenant in the Navy was sent to reconnoiter the position of the war

steamer Michigan and ascertainu hether 1t was possible to ¢ apture her.
aigp He-found her lying opposite sandusky guarding Johnson's +sland.

Hg cdnceived a nd perfected a plan for her capture. “he scheme was

admirably laid, and promised success amd the gravest consequences-~-the

release of the prisoners and their return to the Confede ate States.

A few hours be ore the consummation of the plan, b some treachery
£e became suspected and was srrested,which defested the execution of his
design. He 1s now held as a prisoner and we are 1 formed that he is
charged with being a spy, and a trial has been awarded him by a court=-
martial,

Captain Cole 1s an escaned prisoner, and having never returned to his
own country since his escape was legitimately within the enemey's
lines.

"hatever may have b-en his designs, he nas violated no law or
regulation of the enemy. Onthe cntrary he was popular with the officers
of the boat and of the island. e think the Government should interpose
for his release. On the pfﬁncipal by which he would be considered a spy
evefy soldier or officer of the Federal Army within our ter itory can be
so considered.He is a brave,true man, a good officer and every way

worthy the sp clal protection of the Government..."e hope you will
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do all that can be done for his protection, eithe in the way of
exchgnge, or, if need be, by way of retaliation. On this subject you are
better judge than ourselves,

it has been acting in the line of duty with a courage and discretion
that deserves the hirhest commendation. Wy th great respect e tc.

J. Thompson, C.C. Clay dJr.

first indorsement October 12,1864

Sgeretary of Y"ar forattention

Through the commissioner of exchange or otherwise asmay be

indicated 1let all precticable efforts be made in behalf of Mr. Cole.

Jefftn Vavis,

Colonel Ould Oct 14,1864

It seems clear that t his officer is not liable as a spy, but is entitled
to the protection of his Ysvermment. 1he enterprise was s

legitimate one, and the release of our prisomr rs c uld not be loocked
upon as other than a laudable object for a Confederate officer to essay.
A magnamimous foe would respect and admire him.

lMgke proper repre entation in the case, J.A.S,



Johnson's Island: Storm

dar of Rebellion, “eries IX, Vol VII. . p 876

Hdgrs. U.S, Forces Johnsonis Island and ®©andusky

Johnson s Island, Ohio, Septem-er 25,1864 |

Uapt, John Tewis, acting assistent adjutunt general

Cantain: I have the honor to submit herewith my Sunday morning report
of the condition of the prison and priscners:

On the night of the 23d of September at 8°30 o'clock this island was
visited by the most violent storm of wind and rain ever lnown in this
neighborhood. e damege to the prison weas the unroofiﬁg ofxxwo b locks, 4
5 and 9entirely, and one wing of the hospitul. # very heavy wind
the whole of the day following prevented work on the roofs.

ro.éy the as many men as can be supplied with tools are pushing on
the repairs. *his week will prbably see everything 1 good shape again, The
prison fence wa:s prostrated entirely on the northwest side and sabout
fifty yards on the southwest side. *he balance of the fence sto-d, wl th
the ex eption of a small -ap made by bhe fallingof a tree. T he fence willl
probably be up tonisht as all ® he forcet hat can be ptt on are at work,

Up to he time of the storm the police of the quar ters ag@ zrourds was

very good. The sinks are also in zood order. ‘he sanitary condition of
the prisoners is as follows: Whole number of priscners 2, 664,
number in hospital 51 ; deaths since last report 2; some 10 prisoners
§ere more or less bruised and otherwise injured by the falling of tilmber,
chimneys etc. but one seriousl: and his only a severe flesh wound.

E.A. Scovill, 1lieut col 128th Ohio ‘ol. infy. supt of prison.
..a8 to damage from th tornado and the time required to repair..four lar ge
trees were blod@n down in the p ison yard and one of i he new

mess halls was badly canted over...Charles W, Hill, colonel comnanding.
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Johnsontg Igjand
Sefies Ir, Yol III, “ar of Rebellion
Depot of Prisoners of War, Near Sandusky, Chio, Oct. 9,1864
bapt. J.F. Huntington, acting assi tant adjutant-general
Vaptains Below I have the honor to submit my Syndsy morning report
of the condition of the prison and prisoners, lhe police of the prison for
the past week has not been good, solely on account of the weathef, it
having r ained every day but one.

‘he police of the quarters condinues good. The floors of the mess
halls have been inbad conmiition, and L fear always will be during wet
weather. Thebuildings injured by the late storm are all repsaired, with
the exception of a little wmx work on the chimneys whichcould not be
completed sooner on account of want of brick, which could not be obtalned
nearer than Cisveland, The sinks are in as zood condition as the weather
will allow. Owing to the sic kness and death of Lapt. L.M.Brooks, asss tant
quartermaster, there ms been a delay in supplying the prison with
stoves and the prisoners with clothing. 'Lhis delay will undoubtedly
be obviated the coming week,

The sanitary condit ion of the priscners is as follows:Wholes
number of prisomers 2,606; number in hospital 46; dest hs since
last xapxk report 1.

B.A. Scovill, Lieut Col 128th Ohio Vol.

Infy Superintendent of pris nsl

Headquarters U.S. Forces
Johnso !'s Island and “andusky , Ohio, Oct. 9,1864
Arn roved and respectfully forwarded to Col. W:lliam Hoffman,
Third infantry, U.A. Aruy, Commissary-General of Prisoners.
Ihe floors of the mess-halls are sbout six inches of gravel with a

8light admixture of clay at the top to serve as a cement, The roofs, of
@ dbdeq dean
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of course leak to sSome e xtent and the Ir isoners passing inend out
during a rain-storm of seversl days' duration of course bring in d amp
mid, which becomes distributed throuzh the méss-hall, but which cennot

be removed as it m ght be from & wooden floor,
This lnconvenience is inherent and its recurrence will accompany
every storm and every thaw. the difficulty about the quartermaster

I think need not exist after todey , as an officer is detail d to
att nd tot hat duty.

“has. W, Hil1,colonel, commanding.
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frisonerss S-tuation: Suffering

Series 1T, Yol ITI, War of Rebellion
Statesburg, S,c, October 12,1864
Dear Sir: Inclosed you will find an account of theterrible suffering of the
vankee prisoners at florence, §.(C.

In the nmme of all that i1sholy, 1s there nothin: that can be done to relieve
such dreadful suffering? If such things are allowed to cmtinue they
will most surely draw dowmn some awful judgment upon our country. It is a
most horrible national sin that cgnnot go unpunished, +f we cannot
give them food and shelter, for God's sake parole them and send them
back to *ankee land, but don't starve the miserable areatunas to death.

Don't think I have any liRking for tthe ¥mkx Yankee; I have none. Those
near and dear to me have sufferedtoc much from t heir tyranny for me to
have anything but hatred to them, but I have not yet become quite brute
enough to know of such suffering without trying to do somethinz, even
for a Yankese,

Sabina Dismukes
*he vankee Uamp at Florence Y. ..our party had charge of animals of all
sizes, sexes and conditions, from the patriarch of the herd, whose seamed
and wrinkled front bore the marks of many a bloody battle to iold crumpie,”
who had served her day at the milk pail...
:be camp we found full of what were once human beings, but who would

scarcely now be recognised as such, In a: old field with no inclosure
but the 1living wall of sentinels who guard them night and day are several
thousand filthy , diseased, fam shed men, with no hope of relief except
by death.

A few dirty rags stretched on poles give some of them a poor protection

from the hot sun and heaéy dews.,
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*'*'11 were in rags and barefoot and cmwling with vermin. Ag we passed
around the 1line of guards I saw one of thenbrought out from his
miserable booth , by two of his compamions, e dlaid upon the ground to
die. He .88 nearly naked. His companions pulled his cap over his face
and straightened out his limbs, :ei’ore they tumed to leave him he was dead
A slight mow ment of thelimbs and all was over,

‘he captive was free! The com issary's tent was neer one side
of the square ad near it t he beef was laid upon boards preﬁaratory
to its distribution. This sight seemed to excite the prisoners as the
smell of blood does the beasts of a menagerie. ’lhey surged up as near the
lines as they were allowed, and seemsd in t heir eagarness about to bresk
over. “hlle we were on the ground a haxy heswy rain came up, and they
seemeed greatly to enjoy 't, coming out a puris naturalibus, opening
their mouths to catch the drops, while one wuld wash off another with
his hands and then receive from him the like ki :d office. Nubers get
out at night and wander to t he neighboring houses in quest of food.

“rom the camp of the living we passed tothe cap of t he dead--the

hosp’tal; a bransition which reminded me of “atan's soliloquy:

“hich way I fly is hell; myself am hell;
And in the lowest deep, a lower deep,

St111 threstining to devour me, open wide.

A few tents covered with pine tops, were crowded w th the dying and
deadh (35 to 40 dying a day) inevery stace of corruption. Som lay
In ppostrate helplessness; some had crawled under the sielter of the
bushes ;some were rubbing theﬁ' skeleton limbs, 'Lwenty or thirty of them
die daily, most of these, as I am informed, of the scurvy.

Lhe corpses lay by the roadside zm waiting for t he dead cart, their
glassy eyes turned to heaven, the flies swarm ng in their mouths, their

blg toes tied together with a cottons tring, and their skeleton arms
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folded on their breasts.

You would hardly know them to be men, so sadly do hunger, dlsease
and wretchedness chan :the human face dilvine."
Presently came the carts. lhey were carried a lit tle distance to

trenches dug far the purpose, and tumbled inlike so mamy dogs; a f ew
pine tops wers throsn upon the bodies,a few shovelsful of dirt and then
haste was mede to open a new ditch for other victims,

Lhe burying party were yvankees, detalls ¢ for the work; an appointment
which ,as the sergeant to d me, they consider as a favor, for t hey
get a little more to eat, and enjoy the fresh air.

“hus we saw, at one glance, the three great scourges of mankind,
war, famine and pestilence; and w turn frcmt he spectable sick st
heart as we remember that some of our loved ones may be undergoing a
. 8imilar misery.

van 's inhumaenity to man mskes countless millions mourn."

gome 8,000 more will be addedto the irnumber, and there the prov sions
are to come from to feed this multitude is a difficilt prroblem.
7ive thousand pounds of bacon or 10,000 pounds of beef del ly seems
in addition to more urgent drafts upon her , far beyond the abllity
of gouth Carolinsa,

Lhe gquestion 1s:Are we not doing serious injury to our m¥m cause in
keeping these prisoners to divide with us our scanty rations? Would it
not be better at once to release txxm them on parole? Houard
irespectfully referred by direction of the PHeBed@dd presi ent to
the gonorable 8 ec etary of “ar, Burton y, Harrison, prisite secrs tary..
9Uther endorsements)

Atten called to Col., G,pP. Harrison, commanding etc. at Florence.
"This report is sustai ed by that of “aptain Eytherford of Yeneral

Gardner's staff who recently made an 1insp ction of the prison.
(see a ge 1193)



Garnett Andrews, assistent adjutant-general.

Headquarters, Fiorence Military Prison, December 17,1864

Respectflully returned: Howard visit ed Florence when necessity forced
the removal of prisoners here without any preparation whatever being
made for their proper care or for subsistence. In my opinion, if one of
those ominous 0,B's was sent him to r eport to the front there wuld be
no danger of his exclting the nerves of ladies and it mipght perheps

do the service some good.

Mps. “Y1smaks may rest easy and quiet in eference to the treatment of
prisoners at that prison, for since I gssumed command, the 10th of
october, 1864) the deaths have decreased from thirty five to forty
@® per day to one single demise which my hospital and sexton's report
shows for the last twenty-four hours....and challenge any prison in
the Yonfederacy , taki g everything in consi eret ion for health,
cleanliness, neat-looki ¢ prisoners, neat burial grounds etc.

‘yey are gkmm given ewrything the “overnment 1ssues to them.
etc.,
Jno. F, Iverson

iieutenant -Colonel Commanding.





