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Olympia, Puget Sourd

Washington lerritory Jan 17,1854
Siprs

I have to beg you to communicate such information as 1is in your
office on certdn points Important to know in respect to the direction and
management of such Indian tribes as inhabit the confines of the two
territories and lle partielly In either Jjurisdiction.

What do your returns exhibit as the total retums of the Wallas not
Including the Klickdtats or Yakamas and of the Nez Perces ax d Cayuses?
What do you understand t%be the bounderies of thelr respective countries
and what proportion of each lie bn either side of the 1llne separating
Oregon from “ashington ‘erritory?

VWhat sugg.stion would you make respecting the government of these tribes
8o as to prevent clashing and incomvenlient interference between local
agents? Would it be better tqéffect removal into one or another jurisdiction
to unit with the authority of the depaptment, in the selection of the
agents , each "eing cherged with half his sslary or do you cons ider the
different bands or aay of them as sufficlently distinct to be treated
separestely?

Could not those of the Walla Wallas 1living north of the Columbila
be placed under control of the Yakema chilefs, the Cayuses removed entirely
into 9pregon end the Ne, Perces divided into two bands, one under the
direction of each and separated say by the Snake and KoosKooskie
river?

What arrangements for agencies do you maintain ammng these tribes,
Qﬁegggﬁqﬁd where do they reside and what rank have you assigned them?

I w111 with great plegsure cooperate with you In arranging these
matters Insuch & manner as will best suit the public interest and trust thst

you will favor me with a%eply at your earliest convenience,

I have the honor etc.

Hon. Joel Palmer, Supt. Ind. Affairs, Davton 0,T. I.7. Stevens
gov snd supt.
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Office Supt. of Indian Affairs
Dgyton, 0.T. January 16,1854
Dear Sir:
Your letter of the 7th instant requesting such information as may be
in this office in respect to the management of the Indian tribes inhabiting
the confines of the two districts and lying pa tially in both Jurisdlections
1s this day received and 1 cheerfully comply with your request IHERNIDs
Mﬂ far as any statistif¢al informetlion derived fram the records
can be obtailned,
fhe reports of General Lane and Dr. Dart late ®upt. differ in their
estimates so materially in regard to the numerical s trength of the Walla Wall.
Ngz Perces and cayuses as to leave the mubject in much uncertainity
and the agent in t hat district has not yet reported to this office
his estimates of the numbers of these tribhes,
General Lane estimates the Walla Wallas at one thousand, Dr. Bart
at one hundred and thirtyl I an et a loss to account forléuch a
discrepancy since no fatal malady raged in this tribe during the interval
between thetwo enumerations to have so greatly reduced it, and my Iimpressilon
is thet while the estimate of Ueneral Lane is too high that of “r. Dart is
too low.
The boundary between the "alla ¥allas and Cayuses is not at all
definite, but 1t 1s thought that but a small part of t he territory of
the former, if eny, 1s within the 1limits of this (erritory. In feneralf‘ane's
report the Wg1la Wallas are said to "pdmd possess the country on the
Columbia nesr Fort Walla Wella," Dr.~Dart says they live "principally
on the waters of the %alla Walla river.
My understanding of their boundary is derived from members of the
tribe in 1848,88 1s as follows:
Commencing on the south side of the Columbila river a short distance

above the mouth of the Utilla, it runs easterly so as to c ross the
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Walla Wella about ten or twelve miles above fort Wg11a Walla; thence north
8asterly to the Snake riverabout twenty or twenty five miles from 1ts
mouth , thence down said river and across
p. 41the Columbia to a point sbout 20 milles west of the last named river,
thence south westerly to the mouth of the f irst stream emptylirg into
the Columbia on the north side, a littleabove the mouth of John Day's
blver.

In spesking of the Nez ‘erces, UYen. Lane stet es that they "Inhabit a large
portion of the cowmtry on the #Snake, Clear Water and Salmon r ivers, amd he
est imates their total number at fifteen hundred.Pr. Dart says "they
occupy & large t ract of country north and east of the Cayuses ;nd Walla Walla
and are divided into fifteen bands which number in all 1880 souls." Their
boundaries as I have understood them commence on the south side of Snake r ive
at the boundary of the Wa11a Walla, thence westerly with thet boundary to
the Toshe or Too-cen i river, I am not certain which, thence by the
stream to the “lue Mountains,thence crossing said mountains digonally to Snak
river about forty miles above the mouth of Saglmonriver,thence first in an
easterly direection end then northerly crossing Palmon r iver and Clear
Water or Koos-Koos-Kie river to the boundary of the Paloosies who Inhabit
the country in the fork of ®nake and Colmmbia rivers; thence on the boundary
of the last named tribe westerly to Snake river ten or twelve miles below
the Bed Yolf's ground w hich is about two milk s below the ¥luted
Rooks] #s to their numbers I think Gen. Lane;s estimate sufficiently
high. Their principal villages are south of Snake e d Koos Koos Kie
rivers. *he largest mBEXEEPhRpsx band perhaps known as Ellis Band , till
his death their head chief, #80 reside on Salmon river. It is
understood that the Nez Perces and Cayuses claim jolntly the Yrend
Ronde but neilther tribe has uniless recently mede any permanent
settlement there. My knowlsdge of the counbry is not sufficient

portion of ;
to warrant me in ¢ aying whet pestiiedn, if sy, the Nez Perces

are within the limits of this territory, nor how much of the country
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claimed by them 1ies within our boundery (sic)

In describing the country of the Cayuses General Lane says 2the Cayuse Ine
Indiens inhebit the country from the foot o?‘hglue _Mountains to W thin
twenty twenty five miles of Walla Walla (meaning I presume the Hudson's
Bay Co.'s Fort) this bend consists of about eight hundred " pr. part says
the Cayuses occupying the country sotth end east of the Walla Wallas number
one hundred and twenty six."

I have understood their boundaries tobe as follows: Commencing on the
1 ft bank of the Columbia river near the mouth of Willow Creelr , thence
up the river to the boundery of the Valla Wg11as near the mouth of the
Utilla river; thence easterly to the Tooshi or ‘oo-Cannon(not certain
which) the western boundary of the Nez :erces,thence easterly with the
boundary of that tribe to t he summit of the Blue Mountains ; thence southerly
along sald range to the head waters of the northem branch of éa John
Day:s piver and thence in a dir -ct line to the mouth of “illow “reek.

Of the number of this tribe I cannot speak definitely as no return 1is

yet recelved of the census. I have ordered to be made. :he Ceyuses and the
lower bands of the Nez Perces ae closely united by intermer riage and
jdentity of interest, but @2 wlth the upper bands of that tribe they
though at peacewwith them,are not on the most cordial terms,

In reply to your inquiry as to my views respecting the future
governmentof these tribes I would suggest that in as much as they have
heretofore be en embraced in one agency and as thelr imterests are so
nearly identical, they conti ue under the supervision of one agent
until the policy of the govermment be fully established in regard to the
menagement of the ‘ndian tribes inhabiting the western coast, amd their
permenent location fixed by treaty stipulations. An exception may
however with propriety be made iIn case of those of the Walle Walle
tribe iMmE¥Exx inhabiting the country in the imnediate vieinityof

the Yakamas, provided the concent of Yellow berpent, their head
chief can be obtained which is somewhat doubtful as he 1is a man
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exceedingly tenacious of his rights and withal a man of influence
end strongly attached to the Americans. In=11 the difficulties “here-
tofore between the whites and Indians in that region he has uniformly been
found acting as far as his position iIn relation to the Hudson 8 Bg ay
"'ompany would permit, on the side of the Americans, In all the 'di_t‘ficulties
heretofore betwsen the whites and Indians in that region I refer to this as I
eam aware that interested paRties have for this cause endeavored to
lessen his strength and importance and xk treansfer it to others less friendly
and over whom influences adverse to American interests can be exerted,

I have recomnended in my letters to the Indian Department the early
extinguishment of Indian title to all the lands belonging to these three t rit
within this territory, as a measure Important to the preservétion of
peace,

'_Lhe usually t ravelled emigrant roads from the Atlantic States to this
Territory passes directly through the caantry occupied by tte Cayuses, much of
which iasalso that of the Nez Perces and “allawallas pPosSsess such attraction
‘83 an agricultural and grazing country as to render it Impreticable
much longer to restrain our enterprising citizens from its occupation,
8B I have also Sugrested that a strip of ca ntry on each side of the[emicr.rant
road be purchased at an esrly day and the Indlans removed from it,
sufficiently broad to place the emigrant effectually beyond ranze of amnoyance
from the savages and prepere the w ay for a continuous chain of settle-
ments whenever the country 1is suscepbile (sic) fit from theagocky Mountains
tothis valley. #s T confidently expect Congress st this session to
authorize treaties for the extinguishment of title to their lands
with the tribes in middle Oregen I would Sugeest 1t as best to make n o
change in the management of thes: tribes ti1ll the action of Congress is
known.,

"L'he Nez Perces have long desired the residence of an agent among

them; the distance from their extreme eastern settlement to the agency
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on the Utilla is not less than two hundred miles,hence it may be
necessary ultimately to establish an Agency or sub agency among the
Upper Nez ferces.

The Nez Perces are at present without a head chidf and it is probable
they may be induced to divide so as to place all on the north side of
the ®nake and Koos Kooskie rivers in a separate ggency enbracing
all the country between these streams, the Spoksne and Cotumbia R4 vers

The organization of "ashington Territory snd the greast adwkmax
advantazes held out to settlers will undoubtedly inddce emigrants to
seek EX & more and direct »mmka better route to the settlements than the
circuitous and tedlous old wagon mx road to Walls Walla, One of these
routes willl probably leave the old road at Fort Boise and cont inue
down the north side of “nake fiver, through t e settlement of the Nez
Perces on ®almon river,cross to the Spokane or pass by a more direct
route on the Spoksne Plains to the Columbia, the former however would most
1ik4ly be taken as settlement will I doubt not som be found on the
Spokane. 4nd the route will provably%;;;g the old road as far back
as Fort Hall and pass through ®almon River mountains arrive at the waters
of Salmon fiver and thenct to tke Koos Kooskle and descending tha strean
to a convenient point pass to the hesd waters of the ¥gsimax Yakama,
I“xplorations in t hat country during the coming spring and summer might
eneble us to act more understandingly in tie esteblishment of agencies
and in determining the localities In which to colonize the Mdian tribes,
sheuld that pollcy be adopted by the government .
* The renk of the incumbent at Wtilla is that of a full agent.
‘he agency bulldings erected by direction of my predecessor cost over three
thow and dollars; it is a mere shell and the only advantage is
in 1ts locationviz, it belng on thethoroughfare of emigration.

Should the three tribes be assigned to one agency the agents residence

should be as far eacst as the rokannon or Tooshe,
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I regard 1t of 1little consequence under which supetintendency

the agency 1§ esteblished may be placed; and as 1t 1s bel leved the
larger part of these tribes reside in Washington Territory, it would
probably be better to place it under your jurisdiction. It 1s proper to
say that these tribes are sufficiently distinct tote treatdd with
separately, 1f it #x be found desir@able to do so.

The agency at Utilla is the only one in Middle and Upper Oregon.

I enclose you an extract from my letter to the Department the 8th
July 1last on the subject of boundary betweem the two territories and
that of entering into treaties with the Indiamns of Middle Oregon.

L em very respettfully etc.
Joel Palmer,
Supt. Ind. &ffairs
His excellency
I.I. Stevens, “ov. W. territory

Supt. [nd. Affairs, Olympia W.T,
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pP. 568, :
Annual “eport of R.R. Thompson, Ind. Agt. ( he M%CJ -
Sirs
In conformity with the regulations of the Indian Depar tment ard in
compliance with your circular of the 1l1th of last April, I have the honor
to trensmit the following as my first annual report.
The country embraced within this agency district lies on the
south side of the Columble River,between the 46th and 44 degrees of North
Latitude end between the summit of the “ocky and Cascade Mountains, on the
east and west respectively. It may be characterized as mountainous, having
the heavy swells of the Rocky, the Blue and the Cascade mountains, the
latter are apparently connected by the ridges of the Mutton Mountain(said
to derive the name from the ﬁ1ghorn which is occasiond 1y seen there
st111) whose course is nearly ea t end west and therefore at right angles
with the general direction of the other rages.
The soil for the most part is undoubtedly fertile, snd ylelds throughout
a8 luxurient growth of highlynutritious grass for which snimals manifest
a great fondness. It 1s commonlycalled bunchgrzss., The country im conse-
quence 1s well adepted to the raising of stock, and the Indians have
accumulated large herds of horses amd cattle. The former of a very
superior breed to which they are much st tached and devote a large portion
of time to thelr attention. ‘
he Cayuses, Nez Perces and “alla Walla tribes have immense numbers
and may be considered wealthy. The horse represents wealth with them.
They are virtually governed by an aristocracy as each one enjoys s
relative position and influence among themselves in proportion to the
numbers of horses kRl he possesses,
As a general thing the country is destitute of large quantities of
timber,except on the mountains owing no doubt to the aridity of the
climate, =i custom of Indisns to burn the grasss annually setting fires
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to and destroying much valuable timber,
‘?he varieties sre pineg fir and white oak on the uplands with
cottonwood, willow, hack berry p. 269
birch and choke cherry on the lowlands bordering on the streams.

Portions of the country are well watered and on the margin of the
streams generally is to be found dm d luvial deposit furnishing a superior
soil for gerdening purposes while the hills are well adapted to the
cultivation of cereal grains. The soil ylelds abundently with wvery
1ittle labor , and on thés account many Indians have commenced farming,
producing wheat,corn and potatoes with many of the culinary vegetables,
and are no meen cultiwvetars . *he Nez Perces, Cayuses, “ascos and
‘Lyich tribes particularly are very good husbendmen. |

The streams owing to the character of the country a.re not navigable
wl th the emsception of the Columbla from the Cascade Falls up to the Dalles
which 1s navigable by a stesmbost and several schooners of one hundred
tons burden. But the streams not withstanding are of great importance
as they furnish during the wunning season of the salmon an inexhaustable
supply of this delicious fish. ‘he Indisns in the western portion of this
dis trict rely principally ppon the food, on account of the great abundance
in which it is found, snd the ease with which they are tsken, but 1t is no
longer deemed an 1ndispensable article of food for them as they have
beef, horseflesh and vegetablesj; willd berries, frults and nuts, the three
last are found In greast quantities,

The Incdians of ‘the centrsl and eastern portion of this districtare active
intelligent and warlike, rapid in their movements fromthelr superior
brsemanship end to be feared most on sccount of thelr ability to
commit sudden depredations upon unsuspecting settlers who aere widely
scattered over the territory, and in the event of hestilities to
protract the war . The western Indians sare more indolent, sparcely
supplled with horses and 1ittls inclined tow erfare--they may safely be

rergarded as permanent friends of the whites,
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I would here remark that there appears to be a marked distinction
in the habits manners and pursults of the Lhdians within this agency.
They may properly be pe. 270
divided into three classes, vic: The North Eastern, the North Weste rn,
end the Sauthern. %heae on the N.E. and the Cayuses , Nez Perces,
Fiatheads and those of the Shoshones knowm as Mountain Snakes. “hose on
the N.W. are the John Day, the Des Chutez, Ty-ich, Wasco and Dog
River or Cascede Indians. Those of the south are the Klamath and those Sho
shi nes known as Diggers.

The mountain Spake Indians are a branch of the root diggers (who
in the extreme south are presumed to be the lowest order of the aboriginal
race and have a common language. “‘hey occupy the country on the north and
east of Fort Hall snd to the south to include Bear Y ver Valley. ‘hese
{ndisns gradually improve in their habits and intelligence as they
approach the northerm and easstem extremities of the ir countrye.

The Flatheads lie to the north of the Mountain Snakes, occupying the

Root and Rocky Mountains. From Mr. John Owen,

valleys between the Bltter
a gentleman who has been trading with them for the past threé years
I 1earn that they have ever been on the most friendly terms with our
people and make it their boast thd they have never taken vh iteman's
blood.

Ihey are gradually decreassing in numbers from the attacks of theilr
much dreaded enemies, the Black Feet, who make frequent incursions
into their country mudering and pillaging a1l who may be so unfortunate
as to fall into thelr powsr. whey eamplsin that while other tribes enterta
ining hostile feeling toward the whites have received the attention
of government they,notwithstanding their uniform good conduct have been
entirely nezlected, but wish to assure the United Ptates of their
continued friendship and hope some action willbe taken to protect

them from the “lack Feet.
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A few bands of the Nez Perces Indians occupy the Salmon
River and the Clear Weter within this district. The princ pal part lles
in “ashington f?errit:ory end therefore need no spe ciel description.

"_‘he Cayuse live on the west slde of the ﬁlue Mountains and south of
the Columbia Fiver. These : with the Nez Perce are believed to be the
most intelligent Indians west of the Rocky Mountains. 411 p 271
thesenorth eastern ndians go to the east side of the rocky mounteains
in quest of Buffalo and depend In part on the chase for subsis tences.
Deer, elk, antelope md bear form the princ pal game found in their
country. "“hey are cleamly in their persons, live Iin lodges made of
Buffalo hides snd use to a considerd le extent dressed skins for clothing
They snnually exchange horses for large quemtities of manufactured goods
and wares,

Lhose on the north west form the 24 class and are found along the
“olumbila Hiver and 1ts branches , from the country of theCayuses westward
to the Cascades or Great Falls. ‘his division includes many fragments of
tribes having no chiefs and acknowledging no authority beyond
the head of a large fami}y . During a portion of theyear these Indians
are found wandering along the str.ams, pitching their camps whereever
salmon are found most abundant. They are filthy in their persons and habits,
addicted to intemperance ad its concomitant vices, They have adopséd
the dress of the whites and to some extend imittate them 1n the
enstruction of their houses. 'IJ“heir domicilesvary from a comfortable
log cebin to a reed hut, kkama the merest apology for a shelter,

The third and last division are along the southern borders of
ths agency district and include a portion of the digger and Klamath
trives. The latter inhabit the country along the eastern bhase

Gre at

of the gascades and Sierra Nevada mountains and south ofthe
Klamath T.ake, the Digger country extending to the northof bnake

River. With the exception of the immediste mergin of the streams,
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their country is a barren waste, affording very 1ittle vegitation)sic)
save artimesia or wild sage. They subsist upon roots and almost every
1iving thing within thelr reach not excepting reptiles , crickets, ants, etec,
It is asserted by gentlemen of the Hudson's Bay Company thet they are very
topudsnkxy improvident, seldom storing subsistence for the winter, and in
their extremities they resort to canlballsm.

During the summer they go in a state of nudity end in winter they use
for a covering robes made of the p 272
skins of rebbits, the skins of willd fowl such as geese and ducks are also
brought into requisition sas an article of clothing. ‘he wildsage furnishing
them shelter in the heat of summer, and like the Coyote, they borrow in the
earth for protection from the inclemencies of winter.

At an early day in the history of Opegon it was gematly feared
there was likely to be a combination of the several Indien t ribes east
of the cascade Mountains for the purpos of meking &n attackupon the
vhi te settlements iIn the Wf1lamette valdk y,but there 1s 1little foundation
for such €ears. On a better acqaintance with the state of Indian Affairs
1 this sgency it is found thet the tribes are much divided among them-
selves, and bitter jealousy exists between bands of the same tribe, &s
also grievances of long standing between the seversl tribes. Wi th proper
management on the part of the whites such an event, as a combination
to any great extent, never cam occur.

‘:rom what has been sdid in the first of this report 1t will be apparent
that portions of this country is rather inviting tosettlers and within
the last two years quite a number of our citizens have availed t hemselves of

their rights wnder the Act of Congress creating the Office of Surveyor
General of the Pyblic Lands in Opegon and tn provide for the survey and to
meke donations to shttlers mfxkkaxzxidxpxbiirxixndsximx@regmxyxmxx of

the public lands; eand have located on the east side of the

summit of the Cascade ﬂange. By virtue of ma act of the Legislativse



6

Asgembly of this Territory, this dis trict has been organlized into a coumnty
called “asco.

“his affords greater facilitles to the Indiamn Agency to 8dd each
courts of justice In cases of necessity; but 1t has also afforded
opportunity to designing persoms to produce difficulties. “ome settlers
have selected claims which included the improvements and property r ights
of the Indians and have coms into collision with the aboriginies; but
8o far these difficulties have yielded to the decision of the Indian
agency.

Under the practice of taking claims whisky p. 373
settlers have located at points best suited for t heir purposes and have
given the agency some trouble and in thds connection I might add the
cons tantly recurring difficulty of the immigrents on their routes to re-
cover thelr animals. These are sources of the difficulties snd as the
counbry is destindd to be settled rapidly 1 woula respectfully recommend a
speedy extinction of the Indian title to at least a portion ofthis
dis trict.

‘here is a military station at the Palles within, tthis distiict
garrisoned by two companies of the 4th Infantry (but as I em informed
In reality by 53 rank and file) commnanded by Major G.I. Rains. :Lhis officer
stands deservedly high with the citizens for his zeal and energy Iin
andeavoring to preserve peace and orderon this frontler. But I anm
sorry tosay that the force at his command 1s wholly inadequste to the
service to be performed. Being Infantry they can only act with
efflclency 1n the imms diate wicinity of the post. I would however
suggest that in view of this being the only military post within the
inmmense extent of country lying east of the Cascade “enge of
Mountains, the difficulty of infantry pursiing offenders to the
confines of it, the equestrien habits of the Indians md the normal

effect which United S tates Dragoons would produce on these savages,



pes ides the adaptgtion of the country to cavalry operations and the support
of their enimals--all concur in rendering the presence of Dragoons
desirable in additon to the present force, md therefore I respectfully
submit these sugzestions to the considersation of the proper authorities
of the “eneral Government.

There i1s also a Catholic mission at this place under the superintendenoe
of “ev. Father Mesplie,whoJe report 1s herewith enclosed. this 1s the
only mission within the district and was established upon the breaking up
of the Protestent missions In 1847, one of which (Methodist) was st this
point, and all of which were abandoned immediately after the horrible
massacre of Dr. “arcus "nitman and his apociates at Wyeletpoo. There 1s
no doubt but much of the progress, intelligence and civillization
menifested Bn the Indians residing in the vicinity of these establishments
1s owing to the labors of the miss ionaries who are and ave been among
them.

Tt has not been in my power to visit all the tribes undermMy chargex
since entering upon the duties of this office. I have found a decided
aversion in the Indians to my taking the census and in one Iinstamce
they(?he Cayuse ) positively refused to give any information urging that
at one time Dr. “hitmap took the census snd immedistely after great numbers
of their people sickened and died. I have therefore desired it prudent to

pressing
sbastain from mrmpaxkmg the matter until it becomes less objec tlonable
to them. X .
In the ebsence of authentic numbers the followmg is respectfully

submitted as the approximate of the several tribes,



Name of Tribes Chiefs or Whole number Number in this
head men of souls district

Dogriver or Cascade Wal-li-chin 80 80

Wasco Clash-cal-la 300 300

Ty-1ich Vim-etz-tuz 500 500

Yechutes Stoke-ote-1y 300 300

John “ays Wish-och-nip-its 150 150

Utillas Wah-lauch-hie 200 200

Cayuses We-gt-anat-te-le-mag-mg 600 600

Nez Perces 2,000 500

Fiatheads 400 occasionally

(She-shi-one)

Mountain

Snhkes 1,000 200

Bannocks 500 200

Diggers 100

Banas principally
on Columbia river 300
Pe 275

The accompanying map it is hoped will enable the depar tment to form
a correct idea of the locality of the severalt ribkes and divisions
referred to in this report.

It has been kindly furnished by Brevet Major G.0. Haller 4th Infantry
U.S.A. who has been to great pains in collecting sccurate Information
as to the topography of the country and it may be relled upon as being
in the maincorrect.

[No map included on microfilm]

A11 of which 1s respectfully submitted
R.R. Thompson, {ndian Agent, Middle Oregon
Joel Palmer Esq, Puperintendent indian Affairs, payton, O.T.

Mission of the Waskos (Dalles)

August 6,1854.
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Mr. “hompson, Indian #gent, Dear Sir:

The mission of the Yaskos at the Palles fo nded the sixth of
May, 1848 bythe Rev. W, Rousecan, at the request of the Indiasns, has since
its commencement advanced very slowly. On examining the archieves kept by x
my honorable predecessor, I see that the progress of religlon has been
much retarded by the wandering 1ife of the Indians and by the too great
intercourse with the whites.

During the three years that I am in charge of said mission I have

unfortunately proved the same difficulty. iithin the last two years
the worst of all has been added, namelyliquor. fhis has cast the un-
fortunate people into a deplorable condition, and without belng a
witness , no one can form an idea of the Indians vhenintoxicated, ‘hey are
most horrible to behold and capable of exciting pity in the most herd
hesrted. *his disorder dear sit, stops entirely all lmprovement
of the Indiend and if this abuse is not stopped, the Indisns will in a
wort time become good for nothing, neither for civil life nor much
less for Christian 1ife. ‘he grester part of them will disappear.
“ome will perhaps resist thés overthrow , but will be reduced to so brutish
state that they will be Insupprtable to themselves and much more so to all
who may be in connection with them.

What L say comcerning the Waskos will applyin like mmner to the
Indians of Tair (Tudier Creek) and to all the small tribes within
my jurisdiction,

However Mr., Agent, we have at “asko end at Tair some Indians

who though in the midst of disorder have profited by some of the lessons whic]
we have endeavored to 7 ive them. They yield easily to the sweet
influence of Christianity , occupying themselves with agriculture, and
improvement, in rendering homage to their Crestor, In general I have ,..since

you have been esteblished in this place that a remarkable calm has

taken place. Many of the pe ple have yielded to fear and others to
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resson. But the fact exists,

Great credit should be given to you, Mr. #gent for having in so
short a time obtained tm such great results .

Yes, the present makes me look for a better future snd 1f this
new state of things conténues I have the sweet hope that your ald joined
wlth our fizkk efforts will in s ome years obtain a remarkeble change.

Such Mr. Agent, is our present report.
Deign, dear sir , to accept it end believe me with the greatest
respect, ‘
Your very h mble and obedlent servt.

T, Mesplis

Mr. Thompson, Indian Agent
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Office Supt. Indian Affairs

Olympia Viggh, territory

March 24, 1854
Gen., Joel Palmer,

Supt. Indian Affairs, Lerritory of Oregon
Sir:

I have the horor to acknowledge the receipt of your favor of Jemuary
16th with its inclosure which reached me only a short time since as I was
starting on a journey down the sound.

Your views in reletion to the tribes bordering upon the two territories
corresnonds 80 nearly with my own that 1t will afford me great pleasure to
second them.

I am about to proceed to “ashington on public business and will
confer with the Commissioner of Indian affairs upon the subject,
submitting your letter in connectlon with my own reporte.

In the mean time I have appointed A,J. Bolen (sic) esq. special agent
for Indians lying in this territory between the Cascade and Pitterroot
Mountains, directing him to consult with you upon the management
of the tribes in question and to cooper:st e Xk with your agent until
some definite action is taken by the pepartment. May I beg of you to
aid him with your cordial advice.

I have also appointed g, H. Tappan, esq, as speclal agent
for the Columbia Biver. In case any questions affecting your
Territory arise in the course of his dutieslet me ask of you the
same good office in his favor also.

“ery respectfully and truly
Your most obt.
Isaac I. Stevens

Gov, Wash, ?erritory & Supt. Ind. Affairs.,



2
As a genersl rule it 9a8dAdRA: is not desirable to intefer in the
selection of the chldfs of the tribes as such a gourse would take sway
much of the addid roaponsibility of theindlens and lead them to feel no
accountability for the cB0Ord o nduct of the of the individuals thus

selected, B

ut in the present cmse the sekotion of a hesd chief among the
Cayuses 1t will be imrortant if possible to prevent the selection of
Five Crows for thet stetion who can be reserded in no other light than
an enemy bo the peonle end government of the United S tates. llis conduoct
at the Wialatnu Massacre 1s recalled, Tt was he who efter the bloody
tragedy sent for and forced from the building occupled by the women and
chlldren one of the young girls and compelled W to reside at his lodge
‘and submit to his brutal lust, retasining her till the ca tives were all
ransomed by “Yovernor Ogdon.(sic)

He vas also one of the I.dians who ... for the cont 1iuance of the
war and opposed the surrender of the murders. During the war he was actlivdy
envaged and reccived @& woundr in the arm and hus ever si c¢o manifest
unfriendly feelings.lt w@dd 18 also notor ous that he has always bem a
favorite of the persons in cha ce of Fort “alle %alla and dccided in his
preference for the Hudson's Bay Cgnpany end its interests above thmwe of our
government and peo le, ~hese considerations constitute a strong and
gustifiable reascm for your 9@ interference to prevent the selection
of 8@ this notorious indian as the principal chief of the Cayuses,

I ldarnthat no 1ittle feeling has bren menifested by the Lrgians
in your district on account of the reported decisiona of the courts in
rezard to the‘ applicebility of the Intercourse law. the written
orinions of Judges Willisms and Olney are in your QAP possession
and although not full in &ll the detalls, yet they are sufficilent to show the
hopelessness of maintaining peace and ordor a ong tho tribes of

Middle Yregon if our citizens continue to form settlements in that

regione If the judses have glven eproper construction of the Bw,
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Territor&al laws
Letters of settlers complain,
Oregon -"ashingtom boundary
Mission claims le'*ers
Pribes 1in Oregon west of the “Yascades, Tilleamooks, Cilatsops, Chinook,
southof the Yol mbia, pp. 54=-82 Good, A1l tribes outlined.

Pe 69 Port Orford, 300 miners on Beach., ‘ro: le with Indians.,
Klamaths,

Pe 75=- No irterpreter at Utilla agency (earliler coulﬁ.not ta'k
with people,. raises question.. how accurate could he ob&ain info.,
reaching oit up Yolumbia River ,

Coquille difficulties, many letters,

Frenchman helé_for murder of {mian, 30 m es south of thc Dal les.,
.nterpreter enzared who speaks Hux ez ferce} and jargon.
227 =36= Lo-to=-tin,Statistics table, Locat on and boundapiec, good,
237- Kennedy claim vs Indian land, Ppasessory rights, Policy shaping,
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Letter books 1948-1872, 9 vols. Vol C. Wovember 1863-August 1854
276(8) peSugrested sitetion: Oreson Suﬁerinhendenbyc:f Indian
hprrairs, Letter ;ooks, registor to Yo1 C, 18; or Yrepon 8IA, Letter
Books, _eglster to ¥ol, C, 15.
0frice Supt. Ind, #ffairs

Dayton 04T, Decs 15, 1853

8ir:
Your letter of October 25 1853 ammouncing your arrival at the

Yt1lla Agency and detal iing your subsequent proceedings has been
recelved and your course in the trensactims you refer to has my entire
approbaﬁion. It is tobH e regretted thet a Bpitish Bod@ 6d subject
in the employ of the Hudsm's éay Company should attempt to exert an
influence over the indians in this 1erritory et verlance with the polisy
of the “mericen government, this course c¢an secure no permanent
good to tie DBritish government or the company end while !t diminisheﬂﬂ%ﬁ#ir
Ihflaence with the Indiens tends to destroy the confidence of the agenté.of
our government in the professions made by the companys functionsries of
friendship end re ard, fhat they should seek to maintaintheir influence
with the mm Indiens as tresders and strive for the ascendency in
legitimate traffic , miht be expected but that disrczarding the laws
rules end polley of our pgovernment they sould assume to dicl te to the
Indien tribes in our Territory whom to selct as their chilefs mumkxbe
cannot be tolerszted md the comduct of W, Panbrun is perticularly
ob jeotionable 1n @3 much 28 he had full knowledze of the fact thet
the Cayuses had in council requested the Agent of our government o
nomingte their head chief and thet sald egent hed declined such an
Intefere-nce In the affairs of any *ndian trive or 'nd'vidual Indian

within your agency yu will csuse such person to be arrested and tirned

over to theproper autho itles to e dolt with sccording to law
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ir. “hompson, Indian Agent, Dear Sirs
The mission of the Waskos at thc Palles fo nded the sixth of

May, 1848 bythe Rey. W, Rousecan, at the request of the Indians, has since
1te commenc ment advanced very slowly. On examining the archieves kept by b
my honorable predecessor, I see that the progress of religion has been
much retarded by the wanderirg 1life of the Indians and by the too great
intercourse with the whites.

During the three years that I am ia charge of 8eid mission I have
unfortunately proved the same difficulty. iithin the last two years
the worst of all has been added, namelyliguor. fhis has cast the un=-
fortwmate people into a deplorable condition, and without being a
withess , no one can form én jdea of the Indians vhenintoxicated. Ihey are
most horrible to hehold and capable of exciting pity in the most herd
mearted., ‘his disorder dear =it, stops entirely all improvement
of the Indiand and if this sbuse 1s not stopped, the Indians will in e
mort time becowe good for nothinz, neither for civil life nor much
less for Christian 1life. The greater part of them will disappear.
Some will perhaps resist thés overthrow , but will be reduced to so brutish
state that they will be insupprtable to themselves and wuch mbre so to all
who moy be in conacctlon with 'them,

tmat L say corcerning the “askos will applyin like manner to the

Indians of T ir (Tudier Creek) and to all the small tribes wlthin
my Jjurisdiction,

However lir, Awent, we have at Wasko and at Tair some Indiens
who though in the midst of discrccr have profited by some of the lessons whic
we héve endeavored to ~ ive then. They yield easily to the sweet
influence of Christianity , occupying themselves with agriculture, and
improvement, in renderiag homsge to their Creator. In general I have ...8ince

you hove been establishe. in thls place that a remarkuble calm has

taken place. Many of the pe nle have yielded to fesr and others to
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ressona. But the fact exists,
G-eat credit should be given to you, Mr. Agent for havinr in so

great results .

short a time obtained tm such
Yes, the present makes me look for a better future and if this

new state of thinecs conténues I have the s. et hope that your aid joined
vith our fixkx efforts will 1n s ome yesrs obtain a remarkable changee.
Such Mre Arent, is our present report.
Deign, desr sir , to accept it end believ. me with the greatest

respects,

Your very h wble and obedlent servt.
T, Mesplie

#r. Thomnson, Iadian Agent



