Nov. 19,1958

1212 N.32nd Ave,
Mr. Doneld m,Clark, Yakima, W ash,
Cannon House,

Lawton "ood, Beattle, 99,%ash,

Dear Don:
1 susrect you think I've forsotten. I haven'!'. I'm like cone of

those GOP FElephants,

And to show you I haven't, wlbtness the following:

a-I am looking forward to the time you and Mrs. Cjark wil1ll be
In this region and may saemple the simple fare of the Yakima beaneries.

b-A small and humble contr'bution to the "com ‘ssary funds"
of CHAOS.

c-A revort that 7'm still trving to corral "Dr. Campbell," who
seems to be out of town or up at the Eqks playing cards or something.
But my conversation with him over the phone indicated he's "far afoot."

d-Tear"sheots" from one of the sex-orgy magazines recarding
your companion in missry, Ejliott white Springs.

e=Some very "elementary" notes concernini-g munitions gleaned
from a continuing research into the Fort ®imcos ncharacters," as they
found their way onto the fleld of Civil War. This 1s probably nld stuff
to you, but maybe it ill add another 1% tle bit to your larse coliection
of that type of material. Apnd I #%ill keen my eye open For other such
rferences,

f-And what should have beern first, my congratulations amd condolences

uppn your election as the chidf ram-rodder of the Pacific Narthwest
Apiters Conference.l know that's a big job but you're a good man for
it, and 1f anyone cen pull it out of the dolldrums into which it h as
fallen, you are "he."
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Civil “ar material., Neither of us are counterpabss of Bruce Caton,
MacKinlay Kentor, or Yon Clark, but I think, although we are some dis tance
apart, getting considerable more background than would be m cessary to

' and "AStillness at

turn out a "Gone With theWind,  "Andersonville,'
Appomattox, togsther with a written-down version of "War and Peace,"
The social 1ife of the Marylanders, Virginians, and the social life
around the militaery forts and posts interests my collsborator, I go in
for peaceful characters like Mosby, the rebel raids out of “anada on
the Union rison at Johnstn's ‘sland and the Knights of the “olden
¢ircle and their operations on the faific Coast (not to speak of
some 400 pgges of Gen. James J. Archer material ext n ing from the
Mg xican War , through the Indian campgigns, the “ounduary Swvey, etc. etc.
capped off with three yess camaligning and a prisoner at Johnson's
Island in the Civil %Yar. (You know of a nice simple plot for it all?)

Hg findl 1y got the sordld thing off to a litsraty agent with which you
have late hour famliliaritye. It came wup under the name THe Lonely Road.
And whet do we get back: She wants two books, which was what I was sure
she would want but we continued to make one o of it., About the first
she says''It has grest quality and compassion." About the other,
"if you take ti's portion ot and present it, e xpanding the ingredients
into & out 65,000 wrds 1t can become a very comme cial plilece of work
with & good movie sale, too,"” I knew it sll the time but I wanted to
goet it out the easy way for a "paper back."

Meanwhile I'1l either rest u:, get the collsborat or going on

the one revision and I'y1l take on the otha, or go on through with
War and Peace in thevakima Velley Across the Patomac wi th Je £ Davis
Treed up a Sour #eple Tree in the Garden of Eden

I hope you are productive.lf yon need some help at reducing material
down te simplicity, as above outlined, don't feel free to call on me,

Tra haat +n Moo Ularl and wvan'!ll he hearing from me acain if I





